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Course Description:


Crime television shows dominate the entertainment landscape. Young people spend 

countless hours mesmerized by the skill and abilities of “profilers,” FBI agents,  special criminal agents on shows such as “24, Law and Order, CSI, The Wire, The Shield” and the genre’s most popular predecessor, “The X Files.”  This seminar will introduce students to each major component of the federal crime control system: Congress, law enforcement (primarily the FBI), the Supreme Court, the federal correctional system, and the Bureau of Prisons.  Controversial FBI cases including WACO and the espionage cases of Wen Ho Lee and Robert Hansen will be examined. Students will increase their understanding of federal crime control.
Course Objectives:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will have the ability to:
· Discuss and explain the key agencies in the arena of federal crime control.
· Analyze the role and controversies of several of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)’s most complex cases.

· Identify and articulate the stories of high-profile inmates incarcerated in the Bureau of Prisons.

· Distill and discuss the role of the Supreme Court in capital punishment cases.

· Discuss the growing role of federal law enforcement in national security efforts and its’ impact on civil liberties. 
· Distinguish between media portrayals of federal crime control and contemporary crime problems. 
Textbooks:

Required:

1. My Country Versus Me: The First Hand Account by the Los Alamos Scientist Who Was Falsely Accused of Being a Spy. Wen Ho Lee & Helen Zia. Hyperion Press, NYC 2001  ISBN # 0-78-6886870.
2. Arbitrary and Capricious: The Supreme Court, the Constitution, and the Death Penalty. Michael Foley. Praeger Press, 2007 ISBN-10: 0275975878.
3. The Criminal Justice Student’s Writer Manual -  4th edition.  Johnson, Rettig, Scott & Garrison. Prentice Hall 2008 ISBN# 0-1323-18768. 
Other media will be used including films and documentaries. 
Course Expectations & Information:

Students are expected to attend class regularly with course material read prior to class. Should a student need to miss a class, they are requested to email or call Prof. Wright, prior to the class to explain their absence. Students are expected to take the scheduled exams and submit assignments on time, as penalties for lateness and missed exams are described below.


Students are strongly recommended to continually ask questions and encourage debate. To fully understand federal crime control, questions are essential. It is also recommended that as needed, students meet with Prof. Wright to ensure their comprehension of the course material, clarification of its’ application to contemporary crime problems and/or assistance in the writing assignments. 

· Students MUST also register for this course’s companion site on Blackboard. Students must use their *@bridgew.edu email address to register for the site. 

· Students’ BSC email account is their “official” collegiate email account. Prof. Wright will NOT send email to ANY other account. If a student does not check and maintain their BSC email account, they are responsible for ANY and ALL lost communications!


Students can enroll in the Blackboard site by going to www.blackboard.bridgew.edu and selecting either the course by number or the instructor’s name. It is critical that students immediately enroll in Blackboard. Should students have difficulty enrolling, please call the IT support services at 508-531-2555 or itsupport@bridgew.edu. Course announcements, documents, grades and information will be regularly posted on the Blackboard site.

Grading & Assignments:

1.
Exams

This course consists of two examinations, the mid-term and the final. Both exams may consist solely of essay questions. Students may be given a choice of which questions to answer (e.g, three out of four). The criteria for evaluating exams may be the persuasiveness, accuracy, logic and completeness of essay answers. Exams will cover ANY course material including textbooks, handouts, Blackboard material, etc. Exams may also include the use of hypothetical cases requiring application of course material. It is expected that students fully prepare for examinations. 

· No make-up examinations will be given. In the event of an extreme emergency and a student misses an exam, Prof. Wright MAY, at his discretion, assign the student an additional writing assignment. In this rare situation, students will be required to provide documentation of situation (e.g., hospital admitting record, death certificate). 

· Unauthorized failure to take an exam will result in a grade of zero.

· It is strongly recommended that students take care of their personal needs prior to an examination. 
· Leaving the room during an exam will result in an automatic deduction of at least 20 points. Prof. Wright may waive this penalty in health related or other emergencies. 
2.
Writing Assignments: 

As this is a writing-intensive course, students will be required to write often. Students are required to write THREE (3) 5-7 page papers. These papers must address the issues and questions below. After the first TWO (2) writing assignments, Prof. Wright will provide students’ with written feedback as to the strengths and weaknesses of each assignment. Students are expected to incorporate Prof. Wright’s comments into future writing assignments. 

Papers will cover the following topics:
· Paper #1 will focus on controversial cases of the FBI.

· Paper #2 will focus on the Supreme Court’s role in the legality of the death penalty.
· Paper #3 will focus on high-profile prisoners incarcerated in the Bureau of Prisons.

In each paper, students must address the following issues and questions.
a. Summarize the case. 
b. What was the role of the federal government in the case?
c. Why was the case/issue controversial?

d. Is the underlying crime more of a local concern or a national issue? Explain your position.
e. Do you believe the federal government’s response was “right” and/or effective? 
f. What unanswered questions did this case/issue leave you with?
Additionally research is not MANDATORY for this assignment, but it may be necessary. Should students use research for these papers they MUST cite their sources in the APA format. Students are encouraged to use newspapers, and select magazines (e.g.. Time, Newsweek, Salon.com, The Atlantic Monthly, the NewYorker, etc.) to assist in their research. Students should inform Prof. Wright of their progress in finding sources, as he may be able to provide additional source material. 

Additional Paper Guidelines

1. Late Papers
If a student submits any paper late, the student will receive a penalty on that paper. 

· For each class session the paper is late, the paper will be lowered by one full grade.

In extreme exceptions, the professor may grant an extension. This will only be done in extraordinary circumstances and will require documentation from the student as to the reason for the extension. 

2. Plagiarism: 


The purpose of the papers is to demonstrate an awareness of victimization issues and analyze them with a critical view. These are individual, original papers and plagiarism will NOT be tolerated.

Plagiarism, or the misappropriation and/or misattribution of another person’s work to one’s individual efforts are severely discouraged. Plagiarism, one form of academic misconduct, may result in a failure for the course in which the violation took place. A record of the violation is kept and may result in suspension or dismissal from the college. Students should refer to the BSC student handbook or (http://www.bridgew.edu/Handbook/PoliciesProcedures/academicmisconduct.cfm) for questions regarding academic misconduct penalties and procedures.


Forms of plagiarism include but are not limited to utilizing ANY online paper writing/delivering service, “cutting and pasting” text from other works, uncited sources, having another individual write all or portions of a student’s paper, and/or altering other published material. When in doubt, students should appropriately cite a work, consult with library staff and Prof. Wright.   

· Appropriate sources include governmental websites, academic journal articles, books, and interviews with criminal justice personnel and select newspapers or magazines. 

· Inappropriate sources INCLUDE but are not limited to Wikipedia.com, crimelibrary.com, courttv.com religioustolerance.org. 

· Select online sources are acceptable. Acceptable websites include university or government based research sites (*.gov or *.edu) and national criminal justice sites (ncjrs.org, etc.) Reputable newspapers are acceptable. Students are discouraged from using advocacy websites or blogs. If a student is in question about the acceptability of any source, contact the professor. As with all sources, all online information used, must be appropriately cited. 

· Research papers must adhere to the American Psychological Association (APA) guidelines for in-text citations and the bibliography. See the BSC library for guidance on APA formatting.  http://www.bridgew.edu/Library/styleman.cfm
· The research papers must be typed and formatted with an 11 or 12-point font, 1” margins, stapled, double-spaced with appropriate page numbers and a title page. 

· To ensure that students do not plagiarize material, all papers will be submitted to www.turnitin.com. Turnitin.com is an anti-plagiarism service the college subscribes to. 

When writing assignments are due, students will hand in a paper copy AND will upload, via Blackboard, an electronic copy of their paper. Papers will receive a “plagiarism” score identifying what and how much of a paper was plagiarized.
Participation – 


In order to understand the federal government and the criminal justice system students are required to participate in class discussions. Students must stay current with the course readings and be prepared to offer their own observations and questions. 

· Five percent (5%) of a student’s grade is based on their preparedness and participation in class discussions.

· This portion of a student’s grade will also be downgraded for lack of preparedness and participation. 

Extra Credit –


Prof. Wright MAY offer ONE extra credit assignment during the semester. If offered, the instructor will design a writing assignment, a topic and several questions that will comprise the extra credit assignment. If offered, the extra credit assignment will be graded on a 0-4 scale. A score of zero will not add any points to the students’ cumulative average. A score of one will add one point to their cumulative average. A score of two will add two points to their cumulative average. A score of three will add three points to their cumulative average and a score of four will add four points to their cumulative average. 

· If offered, students MUST upload an electronic version of the assignment to the turnitin.com section of Blackboard AND submit a paper copy to the instructor.
Grading –


Students’ grades are comprised of the following:

· Paper #1 (FBI)






- 20%


· Mid-Term Examination




- 15%
· Paper #2 (Supreme Court and the Death Penalty)
- 20%
· Paper #3 (Bureau of Prisons)



- 20%
· Final Examination





- 20%

· Participation & Preparedness



- 5% 
· *Extra Credit (if offered)




0 - 4pts. 
Course Outline, Assignments & Due Dates


The following is a schedule of reading, written assignments, exams and their

corresponding dates. Pay close attention to the dates that written assignments are due. Changes to this schedule may occur throughout the semester. Please check with Prof. Wright (and on Blackboard) for any in-class modifications to the schedule. 

	DATE
	ASSIGNMENT

	Thurs. Jan. 24th  
	Introductions –
 Review of Syllabi, Course Material and Requirements

	
	TBD

	* Monday, March 17th -
Friday March 21st 
	Spring Break
* No Classes

	
	TBD

	*  Thursday May 1st 
	Last Day of Classes –

Review for Final

	
	Final Exam - TBA
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