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On April 20, 2006, I organized and hosted the World Music Festival and Accompanying Lecture/Workshops as my project in the Program Development Grant Stipend category of the President’s 2006 Grants Program.

The significance of this project was based on providing extensive multicultural exposure of world musical art forms and practices to students, staff and faculty at Bridgewater State College. The intention was to stimulate interest and enthusiasm, and as well to excite, inspire and kindle deep curiosity for the study of art forms from various world cultures. 

The execution of the festival, presented below, serves to highlight the manner of its implementation:


1:30 – 2:30:     The BSC Jazz Ensemble performed in the fountain area (behind the 



             commuter cafeteria). The program consisted of Afro-Latin music.


2:45 – 5:          Three lectures/workshops of 45 minutes each were presented by invited guests 



 in Horace Mann Auditorium. They included the following:

A. Lecture/workshop on Brazilian music by Tom Rohde.

B. Workshop on Cape Breton Step Dancing by Ray Price.

C. Lecture/workshop on traditional Irish Sean Nos singing by Judy Coe (invited specially from the University of Colorado, Denver).


5:15 – 6:45:    An African buffet dinner in the Boyden quad (open area) was provided by the 


           Anthropology Club as part of the Festival.


7:00 – 9:30:    Gala World Music Performance (in Horace Mann Auditorium) by:




Trouz Bras – Traditional Irish Ensemble




Judith Coe – Traditional Irish Sean Nos Singing




Embala – Brazilian Folk Music Ensemble




Khakatay – The BSC African drumming ensemble.

Funds for all lecturers and performers was mainly provided by the Music Department. Additional funds were given by the Geography Department, Asian Studies Program and the Latin Caribbean Studies Program. The African buffet dinner was organized and provided free by the Anthropology Club (funded by the BSC Student Union). The Music Department provided the personnel needed for various chores to execute such an extensive event in a smooth and organized manner.

