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COMD 399:  Special Topics

Prevention of Speech, Language, and Communication Disorders

Instructor:  


Telephone:  


E-mail:



Class Meeting Time:  

One day/week:  Class will meet on campus for 1.25 hours


One day/week:  Class will meet at an area Head Start Program 




       for 1.25 hours to implement Group Lessons
Course Description:

According to the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) Scope of Practice in Speech-Language Pathology, and in accordance with the World Health Organization (WHO), the overall objective of speech-language pathology services is to optimize individuals’ ability to communicate in natural environments and thus improve their quality of life.  Part of this objective is prevention of speech, language, and communication disorders.  Prevention activities take many forms, including addressing the needs of children at-risk for speech, language, and communication disorders.

The purpose of this course is to incorporate student’s knowledge from prerequisite courses, introduce additional content, develop clinical skills, and implement the content and skills in a practical situation.  Students will meet for instruction and then go to area Head Start programs and implement prevention activities with children.
Prerequisites:   
COMD 290 Language Acquisition and Development or permission of instructor
Course Objectives:


Upon successful completion of this course, the student will:

· Discuss the importance of the prerequisites for normal language acquisition.
· Understand the concept of prevention activities as they relate to communication disorders.
· Identify potential factors that put children at-risk for speech-language and literacy development.
· Describe the relationship between speech and language development and literacy development especially as it relates to at-risk preschool children.

· Identify the elements of preschool literacy development.
· Discuss the process of literacy development.

· Discuss the components of an early literacy program.
· Develop and implement activities to facilitate literacy skills in at-risk preschool children.

· Describe the process of phonological awareness.

· Develop and implement activities to facilitate phonological awareness.

· Gain experience interacting with preschool children from diverse backgrounds.
· Identify a classroom environment conducive to language and literacy development.
· Identify and foster early literacy behaviors.
· Design and implement read-aloud and activities subsequent book extension activities.

· Increase her/his awareness of multicultural issues surrounding language and literacy development.

Required Readings:

Roskos, K.A., Tabors, P.O., & Lenhart, L.A. (2004).  Oral language and early literacy in preschool:  Talking, reading, and writing.  Newark, DE:  International Reading Association.

Strickland, D.S., & Schickedanz, J.A. (2004).  Learning about print in preschool:  Working with letters, words, and beginning links with phonemic awareness.  Newark, DE:  International Reading Association.

Vukelich, C. & Christie, J. (2004).  Building a foundation for preschool literacy:  Effective instruction for children’s reading and writing development.  Newark, DE:  International Reading Association.

Lesson Resources:

Adams, M.J., Foorman, B.R., Lungberg, I., & Beeler, T. (1998).  Phonemic awareness in young children:  A classroom curriculum guide.  Baltimore, MD:  paul h. Brookes Publishing Co.
Blachman, B.A., Ball, E. W., Black, R.,  Tangel, D.M., (2000).  Road to the code:  A Phonological awareness program for young children.  Baltimore, MD:  Paul H. brooks Publishing Co.

Catts, H. & Vartiainen, T. (1993).  Sounds abound:  Listening, rhyming, and reading.  East Moline, IL:  LinguiSystems, Inc.

Crowe, L.K. & Reichmuth, S.s. (2001).  The source for early literacy development.  East Moline, IL:  LinguiSystems, Inc.

Notari-Syverson, A., O’Connor, R.E., & Vadasy, P.F. (2007).  Ladders to literacy:  A preschool activity book, 2nd edition.  Baltimore, MD:  Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.

Sterling-Orth, A. (2004).  Go to guide for phonological awareness.  Eau Clarie, WI:  Thinking Publications.

Teachworth, J. (2001).  Sounds abound:  Mulitsensory phonologic al awareness.  East Moline, IL:  LinguiSystems, Inc.

Other Resources:

Blachowicz, C. & Fisher, P.J. (2006).  Teaching vocabulary in all classrooms, 3rd edition.  Upper Saddle River, NY:  Pearson Education, Inc.

Cabell, S., Justice, L.M., Kaderavek, J., Pence, K., Smith, A. (2008).   Emergent literacy:  Lessons for success.  San Diego, CA:  Plural Publishing, Inc. 

Catts, H.W. & Kamhi, A.G. (2005).  Language and reading disabilities, 2nd edition.  Boston, MA:  Pearson Education, Inc.

Dickinson, d.K., & Tabors, P.O. (2001).  Beginning literacy with language.  Baltimore, MD:  Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.

Ezell, H.K. & Justice, L.M. (2005).  Shared storybook reading:  Building young children’s language and emergent literacy skills.  Baltimore, MD:  Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.
Haager, D., Diminio, J.A., & Windmueller, M.P. (2007).  Interventions for reading success.  Baltimore, MD:  Paul H. Brookes, Publishing Co.
Hanson, J. (2004).  “Tell me a story”:  Developmentally appropriate retelling strategies.  Newark, DE:  International Reading Association.

Harmon, J.M., Wood, K.D., & Hedrick, W. B. (2006).  Instructional strategies for teaching content vocabulary:  Grades 4-12.  Newark, DE:  International Reading Association.

Justice, L.M. (2006).  Clinical approaches to emergent literacy intervention.  San Diego, CA:  Plural Publishing, Inc.

Justice, L.M., Pence, K.L. & Beckman, A.R. (2005).  Scaffolding with storybooks:  A guide for enhancing young children’s language and literacy achievement.  Newark, DE:  International Reading Association
Moats, L.C. (2000).  Speech to print  Language essentials for teachers.  Baltimore, MD:  Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.
Morrow, L.M. (2007).  Developing literacy in preschool.  New York, NY:  the Guilford Press.

Readence, J.E., Moore, D.W., & Rickelman, R.J. (2000).  Prereading activities for content area reading and learning.  Newark, DE:  International Reading Association.

Schwartz, S. (2004).  The new language of toys:  Teaching communication skills to with children with special needs.  Bethesda, MD:  Woodbine House, Inc.

Silliman, E. R. & Wilkinson, L.C. (2007).  Language and literacy learning in schools.  New York, NY:  The Guilford Press.

Stone, C.A., Silliman, E.R., Ehren, B.J., & Apel, K. (2006).  Handbook of language and literacy:  development and disorders.  New York, NY:  The Guilford Press.

Teale, W.h., Justice, L.M., Vukelich, C. (2007).  Achieving excellence in preschool literacy instruction:  solving problems in teaching of literacy.  New York, NY:  The Guilford Press.

Turner, N.D., & Traxler, M. (2000).  Children’s literature for the primary inclusive classroom.  Albany, NY:  Delmar.

Journal Articles: 

(Available electronically and posted on Blackboard)

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (2001).  Roles and responsibilities of speech-language pathologists with respect to reading and writing in children and adolescents (guidelines).  Rockville, MD:  Author.

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (2002).  Knowledge and skills needed by speech-language pathologists with respect to reading and writing in children and adolescents.  ASHA 2002 Desk Reference, 3.

Catts, H.W., Fey, M.E., Zhang, X., & Tomblin, J.B. (2001).  Estimating the risk of future reading difficulties in kindergarten children:  A research-based model and its clinical implementation.  Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools, 32, 38-50.

Farber, J.G. & Klein, E.R. (1999).  Classroom-based assessment of a collaborative intervention program with kindergarten and first-grade students.  Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools, 30, 83-91.

Gutierrez-Clellen, V.F. & Quinn, R. (1993).  Assessing narratives of children from diverse cultural/linguistic groups.  Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools, 24, 2-9.

Hoggan, K.C. & Strong, C.J. (1994).  The magic of “Once upon a time”:  Narrative teaching strategies.  Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools, 25, 76-89.

Justice, L.M., & Ezell, H.K. (2003).  Use of storybook reading to increase print awareness in at-risk children.  American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology, 11, 17-29.

Justice, L.M., Invernizzi, M.A., & Meier, J.D. (2002).  Designing and implementing an early literacy screening protocol:  Suggestions for the speech-language pathologist.  Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools, 33, 84-101.

Kaderavek, J., & Justice, L.M. (2002).  Shared storybook reading as an intervention context:  Practices and pitfalls.  American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology, 11, 395-406.

Rescorla, L. (2002).  Language and reading outcomes to age 9 in late-talking toddlers.  Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research, 45, 360-371.

Course Requirements:

· Students will be paired with a peer partner.  Collaborative and cooperative work with peer partners is expected for the development and implementation of lesson plans and the final group progress report summary.
· Weekly lesson plans

Format and content of each lesson will include:


Phonemic awareness activity



Read aloud a book



Complete an extension activity



Phonemic awareness activity

· Final Project:  Group Progress Report Summary

Peer partners will present a progress summary of the children in 
their group.  Presentation will include samples of phonemic 
awareness activities, books read, and extension activities, as 
well as data describing the progress of children as a group and 
as individuals.
Tentative Order of Topics

	Date
	Topic

	Week 1
	Review of Language Acquisition
Factors Influencing Language Development



	Week 2


	Foundations of Literacy Development


	Week 3


	Emergent Literacy and Family Literacy

Preschool Learning Experiences



	Week 4


	Phonemic Awareness



	Week 5


	Read Aloud

Storytelling



	Date
	Topic

	Week 6
	Writing
Curriculum Methods – Phonemic Awareness
Group Lesson 1



	Week 7


	Narrative Discourse

Curriculum Methods – Phonemic Awareness
Group Lesson 2



	Week 8


	Curriculum Methods – Read Aloud

Group Lesson 3



	Week 9


	Curriculum Methods – Read Aloud
Group Lesson 4



	Week 10
	Curriculum Methods – Storytelling
Group Lesson 5



	Week 11
	Curriculum Methods – Storytelling
Group Lesson 6



	Week 12


	Curriculum Methods – Extension Activities
Group Lesson 7



	Week 13


	Curriculum Methods – Extensive Activities
Group Lesson 8



	Week 14


	Curriculum Methods – TBA
Group Lesson 9



	Week 15


	Curriculum Methods – TBA
Group Lesson 10



	Week 16

	Presentations of Group Progress Summary


