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Preparation for a Belize Study Tour began last January, 2006, when I traveled to Belize to investigate possible educadtional opportunities for a 10-12-day study tour.  I visited several sites, including Galen University in San Ignacio, The Ecotourism Office in Toledo Province/Punta Gorda, Placencia, Belize City, and members of the Garifuna community in Hopkins.   I also investigated several archaeological sites, Mennonite communities, and areas of primate study.

Timeline:   During the Summer, 2006, I familiarized myself with Belizean prehistory, history, and culture; refined the study tour program; establishd and finalized details of the Study Tour, including museum and site contacts; contacts with officials in Hopkins, Punta Gorda, and San Ignacio; at Galen University, and at other sites.  

Significance:
Belize offers our students a readily accessibly opportunity to experience Afro-Caribbean, Mayan, Creole, and other aspects of this Central American country; as well as exposure to archaeology and primate research.   Students will also incorporate an applied or service learning activity, thereby linking both scholarship and activism, in a setting where need exists and opportunities to contribute are available.    

Activities:   During the Summer, 2006, I developed a comprehensive and detailed daily outline for the Belize Study Tour to be held from January 2-13, 2007.  I plan to collaborate with my colleague, Curtiss Hoffman, an ARchaeologist.  Contacts with local vendors have continued, and the International Programs Office is now finalizing plans for transportation, lodging, and events.  In collaboration with the College’s International Programs Office, I developed marketing materials as part of the Office’s marketing program.   I am developing a detailed syllabus and reading list for the Study Tour, in collaboration with my colleague, Dr. Curtiss Hoffman, archaeologist, who will also participate in the Study Tour, by lending his expertise as an archaeologist in the analysis and interpretation of prehistoric Mayan archaeology.  

The 12-day study tour will include an educational program at Galen University, San Ignacio; visits to primate sites, the Baboon Sanctuary and Monkey River; overnight stays in Hopkins, a Garifuna community, and Mayan/Kit’chi villages near Punta Gorda.  Students will also visit a Mennonite community near San Ignacio; learn about herbal medicine, sustainability, and Mayan prehistory.

Thank you for the opportunity to continue the advance planning of this Study Tour.

