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This courses will introduce students to sustainability among native indigenous peoples globally, through readings, class discussions, and research activities.  Students will be introduced to topics related to indigenous people, the anthropological perspective, sustainability, adaptation, and various forms of human/environmental adaptations globally.  Students will read selections from texts about Native North American Indians (Cronon and Freeman, et.al.) to learn first-hand how indigenous Indians adapted to local environments and used environmental resources in sustainable ways.  We will then interrogate how successfully native indigenous peoples have sustained their ways of life, ranging from hunter/foragers, and pastoralists to horticultural and agricultural societies.  We will conclude by asking questions about lessons that can be learned by investigating sustainability and indigenous peoples globally.

Students will be able to:

1. Define who are indigenous peoples; 

2. Explore the cross-cultural anthropological perspective and how anthropologists investigate indigenous peoples and sustainability;

3. Analyze sustainability in various environmental zones, including arid environments, tropical rainforests, temperate zones; and among hunter/foragers, horticulturalists, nomadic herders, and in intensive agricultural societies;

4. Become acquainted with the relationship between culture and environment (cultural ecology);

5. Explore issues of carrying capacity of specific environments;  

6. Explore issues of indigenous knowledge and sustainability;

7. Draw conclusions about how indigenous peoples life ways can inform contemporary sustainability issues.

Students will read selections from the following texts:     
William Cronon, Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England,  New York:  Hill and Wang, 1983.

Patricia Townsend, Environmental Anthropology:  From Pigs to Policies, SUNY 2000

Emilio Moore, People and Nature:  An Introduction to Human Ecological Relations, Blackwell, 2006.

Milton M.R. Freeman, Lyudmila Bogosloskaya, et. al,  Inuit, Whaling, and Sustainability, Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira, 1998.

Native Americans and the Environment: Perspectives on the Ecological Indian, by Judith Antell (Foreword), Shepard Krech III (Afterword), Michael E. Harkin (Editor, Introduction), David Rich Lewis (Editor, Introduction), Brian Hosmer (Preface) 

The following topics will be investigated during the semester:  
DRAFT Assignments 
I. Indigenous Peoples—Who are They?

a. Readings:  Townsend, Intro. 

b. Reading:  Moran, Ch. 1

II. Anthropological perspective:  Cross-Cultural, comparative method

a. Readings:  Townsend, Ch. 2

b. Readings:  Moran, Ch. 2

c. Article:  Fiske, “Resource Management as Human Management,”

III. Sustainability – What is it?
a. Readings:  Townsend, Ch. 3

b. Articles:  “Sustaining the Forests:  S and SE Asia”

IV. Indigenous Lands and Land Use

a. Readings:  Moran, Ch. 3-4

V. Indigenous Peoples in Prehistory

a. Articles:  Moran, “The ecosystem model and Long-Term Prehistoric Change:  An Example from the Andes,”

VI. Indigenous lands and land use among
a. Hunter/foragers

i. Readings:  Townsend, Ch. 5

b. Herding/pastoral societies

c. Horticulturalists

i. Reading:  Townsend, Ch. 4

ii. Amazon rainforests:  Wm. Balee, “The Culture of Amazonian Forests”

iii. Readings:  Cronon, Changes in the Land
d. Intensive farming societies

i. Reading:  Townsend, Ch. 6


VII. Native Resources and Sustainability

a. Readings:  Townsend, Ch. 7-8

b. Readings:  Townsend, Ch. 9

c. Begin Reading:   Inuit, Whaling, and Sustainability
VIII. Tribal Plants and Sustainability

a. Reading:  Townsend, Ch. 10   

IX. Native Rights and Environmental Sustainability:

a. Readings:  Townsend, Ch. 11-12

b. Native Rights and Environmental Sustainability:  Lessons from the British  

            Columbia Wilderness, R. Michael M’Gonigle

X. Changes in sustainable adaptations:  

a. Cases from the Alpine region

b. Cases from Developing Societies
i. Moran, Ch. 6

XI. Sustainability and the Future

a. Moran, Ch. 7-8
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