Syllabus for Proposed PO 250, Introduction to Research Methods in Political Science
Class Description:  This class is intended to introduce students to the steps used in developing a research design as well as the variety of methods used to do research in political science.  Our goal is not to make students an experienced user of each method.  Rather, it is to introduce students to each type of method and what kinds of questions it is used to answer.  From this introduction, students may then explore a specific method of research and research question in the proposed PO 351 advanced research class.
Readings:  Readings will draw primarily from:
Rochefort, David A., editor.  2006.  Quantitative Methods in Practice.  Washington, DC: Congressional Quarterly Press.

This book is a collection of articles from PS, a leading journal in the political science discipline. Each article in the edited volume is followed by a comment from the original author explaining why they chose each method.  Students will evaluate the articles by answering questions at the end of each article about the research design.  Additional readings for the class concerning qualitative research methods will also be used.  These readings are listed in the bibliography on this syllabus.  Questions will be asked about these readings as well.
Assignments:  Aside from the reading questions listed above, students will complete four research designs in the class, each from a different area of political science research.  Each research design will be approximately 6-8 pages in length.  A research design will first introduce the research question and give a brief (2 page) literature review placing the question within the existing literature.  From here, each research design will detail the data and methods to be used to answer the question (3-5 pages).  The research design will not be carried out to completion in this class, although the possibility of completing this research design exists in the PO 351 Advanced Research seminar.  Instead, students will attempt to connect a question in political science with the ability to analyze and incorporate existing research, locate the appropriate data, and design the analysis of the project.
The four research design assignments will be:

· Answering a question in American politics.  In this assignment, pose a question about American politics.  For instance, why don’t young people vote more often in the United States?  What effects do campaign ads have on voters?  Do partisan concerns influence Supreme Court decision-making?  Do Congress members vote according to their constituency influences or their party influences?  Complete a 2 page literature review about existing research on your topic.  Then describe your data and methods.  For instance, will you utilize roll call votes, survey evidence, court decisions, interviews, etc. as your data source?  How will you analyze this source – content analysis, statistical analysis, qualitative analysis?  What do you expect to find?
· Answering a question in Comparative Politics.  In this assignment, pose a question about Comparative Politics.  For instance, what contributes to the survival of democratic government in post-Soviet countries?  Are more political minorities elected in proportional representation electoral systems?  What is the level of success of Swedish welfare policy, compared to other northern European countries?  What has the establishment of local women’s agencies in Spain done to the promotion of women’s interests in government?  Complete a two-page literature review about existing research on your topic.  Then describe your data and methods.  For instance, will you use statistical analysis or qualitative analysis?  Will you collect your data through field research or survey research, or thick description?  What do you expect to find?
· Answering a question in International Relations.  In this assignment, pose a question about International Relations.  For instance, do EU banking policies affect the world economy?  What causes rivalries between nations to escalate?  What creates successful negotiation among world leaders?  Complete your literature review, and then explain your data and methods.  Will you collect data from historical records, interviews, or data sources like the World Bank?  Will you use statistical analysis or game theory in your analysis?  What do you expect to find?
· Answering a question in political theory.  In this assignment, pose a question about political theory.  For instance, what do Madison’s arguments in the Federalist tell us about representation?  Does Tocqueville’s analysis of American life inform our understanding of American ideals of equality?  What do the Constitutional convention debates tell us about the various concepts of political sovereignty held by the Framers?  Complete your literature review, and then explain your data and methods.  Will you collect data from first-hand historical sources or secondary translations?  Will you use contextual analysis, and if so from which texts?  What do you expect to find?
Each assignment will be worth 20% of the grade.  The final 20% will be composed of a participation grade and the effort on answering the questions accompanying each reading.
Class Topics:  Class topics and readings by week include:

Week 1: The Design of Research

· Bibliography reading #1 - Shively 

Week 2: Learning to use the library and to write a literature review

Week 3: American politics and the use of quantitative methods – public opinion, political behavior, and surveys
· Althaus and Largio, “When Osama became Saddam: Origins and Consequences of the Change in America’s Public Enemy #1” – CQ Reader

· Zaller, “Monica Lewinsky’s Contribution to Political Science” – CQ Reader
· Hillygus and Shields, “Moral Issues and Voter Decision Making in the 2004 Presidential Election” – CQ Reader
Week 4: American politics and the use of quantitative methods – experiments

· Bibliography reading #2 – excerpt from News that Matters
Week 5: American politics and the use of quantitative methods – collection and analysis of raw data
· Clinton, Jackman and Rivers, “’The Most Liberal Senator?’ Analyzing and Interpreting Congressional Roll Calls” – CQ Reader

Week 6: Comparative Politics – debates on quantitative versus qualitative research
· Bibliography reading #3 – Bates
· Bibliography reading #4 – Review symposium
Week 7: American Politics research design due - Comparative Politics and the use of quantitative methods – surveys and voter analysis

· Clarke and Kornberg, “Choosing Canada?  The 1995 Quebec Sovereignty Referendum” – CQ Reader
· Zhong, Chen and Scheb, “Political Views from Below: A Survey of Beijing Residents” – CQ Reader
Week 8: Comparative Politics and Qualitative Methods – interviews, qualitative analysis, and other sources of information
· Rivera, Kozyreva and Sarovskii, “Interviewing Political Elites: Lessons from Russia” – CQ Reader

· Bibliography reading #5 – Geertz
Week 9: Comparative politics research design due - Comparative Politics/International Relations – game theory and rational choice
· Bibliography reading #6 - Kelley
· Bibliography reading #7 – Green and Shapiro

Week 10: International Relations – more game theory
· Bibliography reading #8 - Hardin

Week 11: International Relations – historical analysis

· Bibliography reading #9 – Berg
Week 12: International relations research design due - Political theory – content analysis
· Bibliography reading #10 – Berg
Week 13: Political theory – primary and secondary texts
· Bibliography reading #11 – Strauss
· Bibliography reading #12 – Strauss (2nd chapter)

· Bibliography reading #13 – Tarcov and Pengle

Week 14: Political Theory research design due - Present your favorite research design to the class
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