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Designing this course has required much research into classic texts as well as less well known works in Victorian and Edwardian children’s literature.  Other than teaching Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland to students who had enrolled in the Dickens Summer School at the University of Santa Cruz in 1998, I had little knowledge of this field before undertaking the research for this Presidential Faculty/Librarian Grant. 

One of the major areas of study that emerged is the cult of Pan and the neopaganism of the era.  Reading about this phenomenon, which becomes more pronounced in British Modernism, has enriched my knowledge of British literature of both the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  Preparing the course has thus returned me to an area of inquiry that has great attractions for me: the pastoral.  Many of the articles and books below refer to the work of Raymond Williams in their theoretical and historical treatment of this mode of writing.  I hope one day to further develop this knowledge into another, topic-based course on pastoral and anti-pastoral in literature and film. 

Designing the course has also introduced me to the major critical journals in the field of children’s literature, most notably Yale UP’s Children’s Literature; The Lion and the Unicorn, published by Johns Hopkins UP; and Children’s Literature, the annual publication of the Modern Language Association Division on Children’s Literature and the Children’s Literature Association.  A good deal of the criticism I read was published in journals not devoted to children’s literature, however.  Only by the time I reached the end of my research did I discover just how important an influence on many of these texts is the medieval Persian epic The Arabian Nights, or the Tales from the Thousand and One Nights.  Even Burnett’s Sara Crewe in A Little Princess is a kind of Sheherazade figure, spinning stories to survive, but her tales subvert rather than entertain the tyrant who has imprisoned her.  In future versions of ENGL 254, I will likely add one or two tales from The Arabian Nights as background.  I might also add works such as L. Frank Baum’s The Wizard of Oz and Carlo Collodi’s Pinocchio, even though the latter is not an Anglophone work, as these texts, like The Arabian Nights, have clearly influenced writers such as Rushdie.

In addition to listing the primary texts for the course, the bibliography below includes full-length critical and biographical studies, journal articles, book chapters, interviews, and film reviews. 
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