(1) Develop a New Minor in Ethnic Studies:

Origins and purpose:

     The discussion originated about three years ago concerning the lack of programs relating to ethnic and racial diversity among disadvantaged groups in the US despite the growing number of area studies, social sciences, as well as cultural and gender programs on campus. 

       A draft of courses was developed last year after a series of discussion among a group of faculty members.

       Thanks to a Presidential Summer Grant, I have refined the focus of this minor during the summer and consulted the final proposal to other interested faculty members by email earlier in September.  I have just submitted the following final proposal to governance last week, with the goal of establishing the minor by fall 2007.

Academic and pedagogical goals:

-- To offer courses about theoretical and practical approaches to race and ethnicity in multicultural America 

-- To study American ethnic/racial groups through an interdisciplinary perspective (historical, literary, educational, sociological, anthropological, and social work, to name a few)
-- To examine issues of cultural identity from the perspectives of people of color and heritage cultures.

-- To call attention to discrimination, prejudice and other inequalities against racial and ethnic groups.

-- To provide services, interventions, and civic engagements in addressing respect, civility, and social justice issues relating to race and ethnicity. 
Plan:

        This program seeks to contribute to the multicultural curriculum relating to diversity issues on campus.  A minor in Ethnic Studies will focus on both comparative and case studies.   Students will choose six courses, of which at least two must be about comparative studies of race and ethnicity, and at least two must be about case studies of ethnic groups and communities.  Students may also choose to concentrate on one of the following areas --  Native American studies, African American/Africana studies, Latino American studies, Asian American studies, and Irish American studies -- if they take four courses in a specific concentration plus two comparative and broad-based courses.   
Proposed Ethnic Studies Minor

Take a total of 6 courses (18 credits), at least 2 courses in each group:
Group A: Comparative Study of Race and Ethnicity

ANTH 115 Race, Class, and Gender

ANTH 315 Ethnic Experience in America

ANTH 426 Seminar: New England Ethnic and Regional Communities

COMM300 Television, Minorities, and Cultural Diversity

COMM365 Introduction to Intercultural Communication

CRJU358 Race, Class, Crime and Justice

ENGL 315 Ethnic American Literature

LANG 300 Languages of the World

HIST 461 American Immigration and Ethnicity

SPED 203 Cultural Diversity Issues in School and Society

SPED 206 Special Education in a Diverse Society

SCWK 270 Social Work Issues of Diversity and Oppression

SCWK 437 Social Work with Multicultural and Multiethnic Families 

SOCI 312 Discrimination and Prejudice

SOCI 315 Race and Ethnicity in America

SOCI 426 New England Ethnic and Regional Communities

Group B: Study of Racial and Ethnic Groups

1. Native American Studies

ANTH120 First Nation: Global Indigenous People

ANTH 206 Native Cultures of North America 

ANTH 319 Contemporary Native Americans 

2. Africana Studies

ARTH 207 African Art

ARTH 217 African American Art

ENGL 233 Introduction to African American Novel 

ENGL 317 African American Literature I

ENGL 318 African American Literature II

GEOG 388 Geography of Africa

HIST 465 African American History

MU162 Music in African Culture

3. Latino and Latin American Studies 

ANTH 213 Latin American Peoples and Cultures 

ANTH 215 The Caribbean

ANTH 409 Mesoamerican Societies and Cultures 

ENGL 251 Literary Themes: Caribbean Literature

GEOG 358 Geography of Latin America

LASP 210 Latin American Poetry in Translation

LASP 220 Cotemporary Latin American Novel in English Translation 

LASP 230 Contemporary Latin American Short Story in Translation

4. Asian American Studies

HIST 151 Asian Civilization

ENGL 315 Ethnic American Literature

HIST 473 Asian American History 

THEA 212 Asian Theatre

SOCI 217 East Asian Societies

5. Irish and Jewish American Studies

ENGL 381 Irish Literature I

ENGL 382 Irish Literature II

INTD 216 Introduction to Irish-American Studies 

INTD 416 Irish-American Seminar

SOCI 225 The Irish-American Experience

PSYC/COMM/INTD Perspectives on the Holocaust
(2) Develop a New Minor in East Asian Languages and Cultures
          The genesis of this idea grew out of the need to focus more on Japanese and Chinese training either within the existing Asian Studies minor or develop a new minor focusing on East Asian languages and cultures.  This renewed focus can strengthen the language skills of Asian studies students and would be especially useful for those students who take many courses in Japanese and Chinese for semester exchange in Japan or China.  However, in light of the fact that Chinese and Japanese are currently taught by visiting instructors instead of full-time faculty, it is less feasible to develop a separate minor based mainly on languages.  Instead students are encouraged to take Japanese or Chinese through the revision of the Asian Studies minor in a more flexible curriculum.
           Since the Asian Studies minor program was founded in 1999, there has been a division between three core courses in several academic departments and three other elective courses.    I proposed this spring to eliminate the existing division between core courses and elective courses for the Asian Studies minor requirements.   It is no longer practical or necessary to require three core courses out of three of the following five departments: history, philosophy, geography, and sociology or political science. Such a curriculum was designed originally by faculty in the above departments about a decade ago. Some of the courses in sociology, political science, and geography have either been eliminated or not been offered regularly. Other courses such as Chinese, Japanese, anthropology, art history, communication studies, theater arts, music, psychology, social work, and non-western literature should not be considered as less important than any of the above five fields.  By allowing students to take six courses in any departments, it provides more flexibility for students to pursue their academic interests.  In order to avoid the narrow focus of taking six courses in the same department, the Asian Studies program also proposes that the six courses for the minor should be taken in at least two academic departments. 

The new proposed configuration of the Asian Studies Minor is as follows:

An updated list of Asian Studies courses:

(Students are required to take six courses or 18 credits from the following with courses in at least two academic departments).

ANTH 216 Peoples and Cultures of the Near East  (pending approval)                                                                               ARTH 205 Far Eastern Art
ARTH 208 Survey of Islamic Art and Architecture


 HYPERLINK "http://www.bridgew.edu/Catalog/commstud.pdf" COMM 365 Introduction to Intercultural Communication


 HYPERLINK "http://www.bridgew.edu/Catalog/commstud.pdf" COMM 462 Patterns of International Communication
ENGL 253 Non-Western Literature  (pending approval)                                                                                                   GEOG 374 Geography of Middle East (pending approval)
GEOG 384 Geography of Asia                                                                                                  HIST 151 Asian Civilization
HIST 474 History of the Middle East, 500-1700 (pending approval)                                                                           HIST 475 History of the Middle East, 1700 to present (pending approval)                                                                                          HIST 480 History of Imperial China                                                                                                   HIST 481 China Under Communism
HIST 482 History of Modern Japan
HIST 483 South Asia: The Modern Period
HIST 484 War and Revolution in Modern Asia                                                                                 LACH 101 Elementary Chinese I


 HYPERLINK "http://www.bridgew.edu/Catalog/lach.pdf" LACH 102 Elementary Chinese II
LAJA 101 Elementary Japanese I
LAJA 102 Elementary Japanese II


 HYPERLINK "http://www.bridgew.edu/Catalog/laja.pdf" LAJA 151 Intermediate Japanese                                                                                                          LAJA 172 Business Japanese                                                                                                              PHIL 212 Philosophies of India
PHIL 213 Philosophies of China and Japan
POLI 330 Asian Politics (Formerly known as Governments of Asia)                                                                                                                   PSYC 200 Non-Western Theories of Personality
SOCI 214 Middle Eastern Societies 
SOCI 217 East Asian Societies: China and Japan
SOCI 218 Chinese Society and Culture (pending approval)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              


 HYPERLINK "http://www.bridgew.edu/Catalog/thea.pdf" THEA 222 Asian Theatre   

Study Tours of Japan, China, and other Asian countries. Course numbers vary according to different departments and instructors.  Exchange and study abroad in Asia for one-semester or one-year can also substitute for some of the minor requirements.     

         The proposal was approved by the All College Committee to be sent to the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee in May.  It is now pending the final approval for the President’s signature.  The new revision is expected to take effect by spring 2007.

