President’s Grant Program – Final Report 
Recipients of Grant:  Dr. Mary E. Shorey, Elementary and Early Childhood Education, and Dr. Nancy Witherell, Elementary and Early Childhood Education.
Category:  Course Development  of ELED 320: Foundations of Reading 
Significance of Work:  Our work is significant in that it focuses on developing instruction around the content of the fundamentals of the reading process. The content is important for teachers to know, in and of itself, but is also the basis of the Massachusetts State MTEL “Foundations of Reading” test that must be passed by individuals before state teaching licensure is awarded. This test has been highly influenced by the federally mandated No Child Left Behind Act and requires test takers to know a wide range of content and, among other things, to be able to apply their knowledge of the content to various scenarios of assessment and instruction. Our work is to design a course that addresses these areas. It has become apparent that one course in Reading methodology during a student’s “Professional Education Block” is not enough (for many students) for learning the level and amount of content required to pass the MTEL.

Timeline:  The course covers the ten objectives of the MTEL “Foundations of Reading.”

· Fall 2005 – Syllabus accepted by governance

· Semester Break – December/January – outline of course – initial classes designed

· January-February – MTEL objectives 1-4

· March – MTEL objectives 5-6, design midterm in MTEL format

· April – MTEL objectives 7-9

· May – MTEL objective 10, design a final in MTEL format

· Write final report 

Final Report:

Two class sections of the course, ELED 320: Foundations of Reading, were piloted during Spring 2006 semester using the lessons and assessments developed through the grant. Eighteen students were enrolled in the course. The MTEL objectives were addressed and most students were able to meet proficiency in their assignments, although grades ranged from A to D+.  From the pilot classes, the grant recipients found that two of the assignments need to be more specific, a few of the class activities need to be fine-tuned, and course expectations (attendance policy, public school observations, knowledge of terminology) need to be more strongly stated. These minor revisions will be completed during the Summer 2006. Three class sections of the course are being offered for Fall 2006 semester.
Course Description

ELED 320Foundations of Reading

This course will explore topics identified by the Foundations of Reading MTEL(Massachusetts Test for Educational Licensure) and other tests that measure knowledge related to reading and language development. Topics will focus on the objectives written for the Foundations of Reading MTEL. These objectives will be emphasized, supported by content from the five areas of the Put Reading First initiative:  Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, Vocabulary, Fluency and Comprehension.  Teacher candidates may enroll in this course prior to being admitted to Professional Education and the Professional Courses.

Course Rationale  

This course is designed specifically to prepare future professional educators to pass the Massachusetts Test for Educational Licensure, Foundations of Reading and the course objectives parallel the test objectives.  This course emphasizes the content of reading, skills instruction and precise terminology employed in the area of phonics.  The Department of Elementary and Early Childhood Education would like students to be able to pass the Foundations of Reading MTEL prior to taking ELED 330 or ECED 332 (“the block” Reading courses). 

Objectives for MTEL Foundations of Reading

Subarea 1:   Foundations of Reading Development

1. Understand phonological and phonemic awareness, the difference between the two and the role of phonological processing in the reading development of individual students.

2. Understand concepts of print and the alphabetic principle, strategies for promoting understanding of the alphabetic principle and the use of reading and writing strategies for teaching letter sound correspondence.

3. Understand the role of phonics in promoting development, implicit and explicit strategies for teaching phonics, the relationship between decoding, encoding and reading comprehension and the specific terminology associated with phonics.

4. Understand word analysis skills and strategies, development of word analysis strategies in addition to phonics, identification of common morphemes, knowledge of Latin and Greek roots that for English words, use of context clues and development of word analysis skills in individual learners.

Subarea 2:    Development of Reading Comprehension  

5.
Understand vocabulary development, the relationship between oral and written vocabulary development and reading comprehension, contextual vocabulary strategies, strategies for direct and indirect vocabulary instruction and development of vocabulary knowledge and skills in individual students.

6. Understand how to apply reading comprehension skills and strategies to imaginative/literary texts, knowledge of reading as a process to construct meaning, knowledge of “levels” of reading comprehension (literal, inferential and evaluative) use of comprehension strategies before, during and after reading and the development of reading comprehension skills and strategies of individual students.

7. Understand how to apply reading comprehension skills and strategies to information/expository texts, strategies fro promoting comprehension of informational/expository texts at all three “levels” of knowledge, use of comprehension strategies (predicting, visualizing, self-questioning and paraphrasing), use of writing activities to promote comprehension and knowledge of text structures and features.

Subarea 3:  Reading Assessment and Instruction  

8. Understand formal and informal methods of assessing reading development, the use of data and ongoing reading assessments to guide and adjust instruction to meet the students’ reading needs, the characteristics of formal and informal reading-related assessments, and techniques for determining students’ independent, instructional and frustration reading levels.

9. Understand multiple approaches to reading instruction, knowledge of the significant theories, approaches practices and programs for developing reading skills and reading comprehension; the uses of large-group, small-group and individualized reading instruction, and awareness of strategies and resources for supporting individual students.

Subarea 4:  Integration of Knowledge and Understanding  

10. Prepare an organized, developed analysis on a topic related to one or more of the following:  foundations or reading development; development of reading comprehension; reading assessment and instruction.  For instance, the role of phonological and phonemic awareness in reading development, role of phonics in building fluency, the relationship between vocabulary development and reading comprehension, techniques for assessing particular reading skills and strategies for planning, organizing, managing, and differentiating reading instruction to support the reading development of all students.

Course Topics:

Please refer to the attached MTEL Test Objectives:  Foundations of Reading (PreK-6), which includes the subareas of:  Foundations of reading development, development of reading comprehension, reading assessment and instruction and integration of knowledge and understanding.  Also:

1. Phonemic Awareness:  the ability to hear and manipulate sounds, rhymes, etc.

2. Phonics:  The Alphabetic Principal and letter sound correspondence.

3. Vocabulary:  Learning new words, strategies and skills

4. Fluency:  The Bridge to Comprehension

5. Comprehension:  Scaffolding measures to gain understanding
Instructional Methods and Activities

The methods and activities for instruction include:

1. Traditional experiences such as lectures, discussions and demonstrations.

2. Clinical experiences such as interviews and observations of teachers and specialists, cooperative group work, student sharing, and reflective statements 

3. Field experiences such as classroom observations, application of gained knowledge in classroom experiences, and instruction of reading groups during student teaching.

Evaluation and Grading

Assignments

1. Students will identify one to two areas listed under course content where they feel more knowledge is needed.  Observe two different classroom teachers and one specialist as they instruct students in this topic.  Write a one to two paper that describes:  what you see in: (1) instruction and  (2) child progress, debrief with the teachers and (3) write a reflection on your own learning in this area.   (20 %)
2. Midterm   (20%)

3. Analyze two Running Records for one strength and one weakness. Write this analysis up in essay form. (10%)
4. Analyze two retelling for one strength and one weakness. Write this analysis up in essay form. (10%)
5. Content knowledge quizzes and tests will be given focusing on readings, lectures, discussions, projects and field experiences.  (10%)

6. Complete several reading assignments using recent articles from professional journals and assigned text books.  Study summaries, outlines and graphic organizers are to be completed. Also students should be prepared to discuss in cooperative groups. (10%)
7. Final (20%)

Methods of Assessment

Traditional assessment: Active participation in group, content knowledge test, written summaries.

Performance assessment:,  reflections on various projects,  students assessments application, observation reflections.


Grading Scale

Each assignment is worth a designated number of points totaling 100.
A
94-100
A-
90-93

B+
87-89 

B
83-86

B- 
80-82

C+
77-80

C
73-76

C-
70-72

D+ 
67-70

D
63-66

D-  
60-62
 
F  
below 60

Schedule and Policy

Candidates should complete the assigned reading for each class session and be prepared to discuss topics and to actively participate in all class activities.  Attendance is required; professional behavior (punctuality, responsibility, preparation, respect and reflection) is expected.    It is also your responsibility to acquire any necessary materials to complete any missed assignment.

	Tentative Course Schedule

	Weeks 1 & 2
	· Understanding  phonological and phonemic awareness



	Weeks 3, 4 & 5
	· Understanding concepts of print and the alphabetic principle

· Understanding the role of phonics in promoting reading development

· Understanding word analysis skills and strategies

	Weeks 6 & 7
	· Understanding vocabulary development

	Weeks 8 & 9
	· Understanding how to apply reading comprehension skills and strategies to imaginative/literary texts. 

· Understanding how to apply reading comprehension skills and strategies to informational/expository texts.

	Weeks 10, &11 
	· Understanding formal and informal methods for assessing reading development.

	Week 12, 13 &14
	· Understanding multiple approaches to reading instruction

· Integration of knowledge and understanding

· Test taking and Test Prep techniques


Required Texts

Fox, Barbara J. (2005).  Phonics for the Teacher of Reading. Ninth Edition. NY: 


Pearson.

Tompkins, Gail E. (2006). Literacy for the 21st Century: A Balanced Approach. 4th

 Edition. NY: Pearson.

Dr. Nancy Witherell’s  homepage:  http://webhost.bridgew.edu/nwitherell/
Suggested Readings 

Boosalis, Chris Nicholas (2004)  Beating Them All! Thirty Days to A Magic Score

 on any Elementary Literacy Instruction Exam For Teacher Certification.

 NY: Pearson

Rossi, Joanne and Beth Schipper (2003)  Case Studies in Preparation for the

 California Reading Compentency Test, Second Edition.  Boston, MA:

 Longman

Baer, Thomas (2003)  Self-Paced Phonics, A Text for Educators, 3rd Edition.

 Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Merrill Prentice Hall

Cooper, David J. and  (2003). Literacy, Helping Children Construct Meaning, 3rd Edition. Houghton Mifflin.  

Cunningham, Patricia. (1995). Phonics They Use.  New York: Harper Collins College Publishers.

Fountas, Irene. (1998). Guided Reading  

Pinnell, Gay Su, & Fountas, Irene C. (1998).  Word Matters:  Teaching Phonics    

       and Spelling in the Reading/Writing Classroom Boston: Houghton Mifflin.

Prescott-Griffin, Mary Lee and Nancy Witherell (2004) Fluency in Focus, Comprehension Strategies for All Young Readers.  Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
Two professional journals are highly recommended: The Reading Teacher published by the International Reading Association, and Language Arts, published by the National Council for Teachers of English.

Websites are excellent sources for teaching ideas.  Basal companies, such as Houghton Mifflin and Silver Burdett Ginn supply idea pages. The International Reading Association has Reading On-line.  The Massachusetts Reading Association activities and professional development opportunities can be found on their website.
