Committee on New Schools
Minutes of Meeting of September 17, 2007

Present: Nancy Kleniewski, Aeon Skoble, Michael Young, Ron Pitt, Howard London, Andy Harris, Ward Heilman, Anna Bradfield, Mark Kemper, Catherine Morgan, Vicki Bacon, Jeff Williams; Guest: Mary Ann McKinnon

Minutes of the previous meeting were considered and accepted with two corrections: educator preparation replaced “education” and Economics is developing a managerial focus. 
Howard London and Anna Bradfield led a brief discussion of each of the three existing new school proposals: Science and Mathematics, Fine and Performing Arts, and Professional Studies.  The major issues and questions are as follow:
· Science and Mathematics 

· How can we promote interdisciplinarity?

· The advantage of having a dean with a science background

· Increased collaboration between Mathematics and the sciences

· Fine and Performing Arts 

· Do departments currently have a critical mass and/or how can they develop one?

· Could we use the school to provide a regional arts focus?

· Could we begin by creating a School of Fine and Performing Arts within a College of Arts and Sciences?

· Professional Studies

· The original proposal did not generated consensus

· Discussion has turned to a focus on Health and Wellness.  Tentative programs/departments would include the BSW, MSW, MAHPLS and Counselor Education

Each of the deans will follow up with their respective department chairs regarding new school configurations in general.

Ron Pitt led a discussion of the New Schools website and the information contained therein. Nancy agreed to post a message to the campus after the website is updated. 
In light of the need for further conversation with department chairs, as well as the need to consider fully a Health and Wellness proposal, it was agreed that the timeline for the committee’s work be revised:

· Additional input gathered by November 15, 2007  
· Committee’s proposal completed by December 15, 2007 
· Town meeting for all faculty in February 2008

· Revised proposal to the President by March 1 
· If approved, this proposal would then go to the Board of Trustees in time for consideration at its June 2008 meeting.

Next meeting will take place before Thanksgiving. 

