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M.Ed. for Professional License 

Turning your Initial License into a Professional License

The Massachusetts Initial Teaching License is valid for five years of employment.  After five years teachers must have a Professional Teaching license.  According to the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, one of the ways to turn your Initial license into a Professional license is to earn an APPROPRIATE Masters degree.  The DOE defines this degree in two ways: 1) a Masters in a CONTENT area (i.e., History, English, etc. – A Masters in Reading IS considered a content area by the DOE); 2) a Masters in Elementary or Early Childhood Education in which at least 50% of the courses are either taught by, and/or developed by or approved by a person holding at least a Masters degree in a Liberal Arts or Science CONTENT area.

The Department of Elementary and Early Childhood Education offers two ways to earn your Professional License in Elementary or Early Childhood Education. Teachers may enroll in either a Masters for Education – Elementary or Early Childhood (leading to Professional License or Early Childhood Education} or in a Masters in Reading. 

The Masters in Education leading to a Professional License
The Masters in Education in Elementary Education or in Early Childhood Education was designed to meet the requirements of the DOE for Professional Licensure.   Basic Admission Requirements:  Undergraduate GPA of 2.8 and an Initial Teaching license.   

The Masters in Reading
The Masters in Reading also meets the DOE requirements for Professional Licensure.  In addition, teachers who complete the program and pass the Reading (Specialist) MTEL earn a license as “Consultant Teacher of Reading.”  If you are interested in learning more about this program, contact Dr. Elaine Bukowiecki (ebukowiecki@bridgew.edu).  She would be happy to email you information about the program or set up an appointment to discuss requirements.  Basic requirements: Undergraduate GPA of 2.8; an Initial Teaching license; one year teaching experience.   

Additional Information
Masters courses are offered primarily during the evening (typically at 4:30 PM) and, on occasion, on weekends.   Most Masters candidates are classroom teachers who take one or two courses per semester.  The expectation is that you will have your own classroom by the time you take your final, capstone course in your program (if you don’t have your own classroom, you must have access to an elementary classroom where you can influence some changes in that classroom so you can meet the program requirements of that final, capstone course).

Your First Step – Apply to the Graduate Admissions Office:  
You must have an Initial Teaching License in either Elementary Education or Early Childhood Education.   To be admitted, candidates must meet the following criteria:  1) an Initial Teaching License (or proof that you have passed all required MTELs for licensure), 2) an undergraduate GPA of 2.8; and 3 “highly recommended” letters of recommendations.  Candidates are NOT required to submit GRE scores.  For more information and an application, contact the Graduate Admissions Office at 508-531-1300.  


Candidates are allowed to enroll in two courses prior to admission into the program.  However, you are required to meet with your advisor during your first semester of courses in you are admitted into your program. Please note:  Courses taken at another institution may not align with our program and therefore will not count towards your M.Ed. at BSU.
 
Program Advising
Once admitted to the program, you must enroll in GRPP 501.  The GRPP 501 – Graduate Planning Program assigns you a permanent advisor.  After you have registered, contact your advisor to make a “GRPP 501” appointment.  If you have any questions prior to being admitted, please contact Dr. Steven Greenberg, Program Coordinator, sgreenberg@bridgew.edu.

The Masters Program (leading to Professional Licensure)
The Masters in Education is 31 credits (10 3-credits courses and the 1-credit advising requirement called GRPP 501).  The course requirements for both the Masters for Elementary Education and Early Childhood Education are the same. However, you should focus your projects and fieldwork at the grade levels appropriate to your licensing level.  According to the DOESE, you must enroll in a Masters program that is in the same licensure area as your initial license.  

The following courses may be taken in any order, except for ELED 554 or ECED 575, which must be taken by itself as the last course in the program. 
  
· EDMC 530 The Teacher as Researcher
· EDMC 531  Standards-based Classroom: Curriculum
· EDMC 532  Teacher as Leader:  Issues to Advocacy
· EDMC 533  Standards-based Classroom: Instruction/Assessment for Diverse Learners
Choose one:
· ELED 554 Graduate Seminar in Elementary Education OR
· ECED 575 Graduate Seminar in Early Childhood Education
· (554 is for elementary and 575 is for early childhood candidates)
· (this MUST be the last course you take in your program – as a “stand-alone” course)  **This  final course is offered in the fall and spring only.  

To find out when these courses are offered, look in the EDMC section of the Course offerings listed on-line typically available at the beginning of November (for Spring courses) and at the beginning of April for Fall courses and Summer courses.

· 5 “Content” Electives – Acceptable electives at BSU have Liberal Arts or Sciences prefixes, such as, READ (Reading), PHYS (Physics), MATH or MATC (Mathematics), BIOL or BIOF (Biology), ARTS (Art), HIST (History),.and ENGL (English).  The only exception is ELED 567 – a mathematics courses approved by the Mathematics Department and taught by the Department of Elementary & Early Childhood Education. 

Candidates are required to have the permission of their advisor for enroll in any of these courses to make sure that the select course is considered “appropriate” according to the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education guidelines.

Candidates do not need to request permission from their advisor for the following courses.  These courses have been pre-approved.

Choose any five (5):
__Content elective: PHYS 597 Special Topics in Elem. Science
__Content elective: ELED 567 Contemporary Teach Math Techn.
__Content elective: MATC560 Math topics
__Content elective : TESL5xx Teaching English as Second Lang.
__Content elective: BIOL507 Spec. Topics Elem Life Sci
__Content elective: READ540 Early Childhood Literacy Instruction
__Content elective READ541 Elementary School Literacy Ed
__Content electiveREAD 545 Global Literacies (elementary)
__Content elective: READ 546:New Literacies for Internet Comprehension
__Content elective: READ549-01 Reading in Content Area
__Content elective READ 550:  Improving Literacy Instruction
 __Content elective  READ 570 Topics in Reading (topic varies)
__Content elective: Other (prior approval by advisor)

Note: You are limited courses to two of any one content area. If you take a topics course, you may take another topics course with the same course number as long as it is a different topic (then it is considered a different course). Also, Reading courses 551-569 are not appropriate for the Masters for elementary or early childhood.

Course registration is typically at the beginning of November (for Spring courses) and at the beginning of April for fall courses and summer courses.  

If you majored in a Liberal Arts or Science, you may also consider enrolling in graduate-level courses (500 level) in your previous major.  

At the end of the Masters program, all candidates must pass an oral Comprehensive Examination.  The Comprehensives are scheduled and discussed in your final capstone course.  
