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Dr. Kathy Evans is the new director of the Writing Studio.  She has been instrumental in bringing new ideas and innovative events to the Writing Studio. Three new Senior Consult-ants have also been appointed - Libby Hawes, Eric Smith, and Melanie Willis.  In addition, Danielle Oliveira is the new Graduate Assistant at the Studio.  Our consultants were very busy this year (658 consultations in the fall semester alone).  Many students came in for assistance with their writing, and our consultants were eager to help.   





In April, the Writing Studio sponsored their first Writer’s Café.  Several students submitted their writing for the event.  The Writer’s Café featured readings of poetry and prose by many talented on-campus writers.  This event will now take place once every semester.  The Writing Studio encourages students to submit their writing next Fall, when the Writer’s Café returns!  





~  Dani Oliveira





�


Professor Barbara Apstein 








An Interview with Dr. Barbara Apstein





After 33 years of invaluable service to the students and faculty of Bridgewater State College, Dr. Barbara Apstein is retiring from full-time teaching.  





How have you seen the college change in your years here? What do you think of those changes?





When I began in 1971, BSC was a smaller school with a more regional character and a primary focus on teacher preparation. Most members of the English Dept. faculty had grown up in the Boston area (several were graduates of the College), and most had the M.A. as their highest degree. Today, our faculty are recruited from across the country and all have PhD’s. So although we had many fine and dedicated teachers in the ‘70’s, today’s faculty is more geograph-ically diverse and has stronger scholarly credentials.





Our curriculum and our ways of teaching have changed enormously in the past 30 years. During the 1970’s, lecturing (punctuated by the occasional film strip) was the primary mode of instruction, and for the most part the students quietly took notes. Today there is much greater emphasis on engaging students in the class-room, on stimulating discussion, using techniques like dividing the class into small groups. The growth of computer technology has transformed our ways of teaching and communicating with students.  





Learning to use the new 


technology has been a challenge;








Targeted Writing I:  Faculty and Writing Fellows Collaborate for Student Success
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Visiting Lecturer News 





Last year, Dr. Debbie Barshay presented a lecture entitled “Real Reality Show: Maximizing Students’ Online Survival” at the First Annual Massachusetts Online Conference on E-Learning at Bridgewater State College.  In April of ‘05, at the NEASC Assessment Conference at SMCC in S. Portland, Maine, Linda Cohen and others lead a norming workshop, “Breaking Barriers for Common Outcomes in First-Year English Courses at Five Colleges” as a warm-up for the June 1st CONNECT Composition Conference (3Cs) at Bristol Community College.  She is also working as a cohort for the NECIT (New England Center for Inclusive Teaching) sponsored learning community, at Massasoit Community College. In addition to a paper, which will be an eventual outcome of the semester long discussion, Prof. Cohen designed and administers the NECIT WebCt course space, and has submitted a proposal for the NEFDC Conference in November.  Prof. Cohen has submitted a proposal to the 2nd Annual Mass Colleges Online (MCO) held on the BSC campus.   Dr. Marcia Dinneen had two articles, one on Emma Lathen and one on Sharyn McCrumb, published in the 2005 Dictionary of Literary Biography volume on Mystery and Detective Writers.  Professor Anney Ryan recently won the Jerome Fellowship from the New York Mills Cultural Center in New York Mills, Minnesota for an original short story. She will be spending the month of July on a retreat there. During the retreat she is  running a TV and screenwriting workshop for high school students. 








Notes from the Writing Studio

















Barbara Apstein Reflects 


on Career, Future 


continued from page 1





What have you enjoyed most during your career at BSC?





I’ve greatly enjoyed helping students become more thoughtful, insightful readers and writers. It’s gratifying to hear some of them say, at the end of the semester, “I’m going to keep these books, and I plan to re-read them.” I love getting e-mails from former students telling me what they are reading and writing about.





Another source of enjoyment: daily interaction with faculty colleagues. I admire their energy and commitment, and I’ve learned a great deal from them. I’ll miss our lively conversations. 





I’ve been lucky to be part of an English Department that encourages faculty to develop new areas of study and teach new courses. I began my career as a Chaucer “specialist,” but I was able pursue other interests and offer courses and seminars in Modern British Fiction, Jane Austen and Virginia Woolf, the Novel of Manners, the History of the English Language and other subjects.





What are you looking forward to most?





I’m looking forward to exploring, to doing things I never had time for during the hectic years of teaching and child-rearing. For example, I’ve volunteered to take part in a tree pruning program, organized by the Director of Urban Forestry in Newton, where I live. After a few classroom sessions on the principles of tree growth, correct pruning, and proper use of tools, we go to work on the city’s smaller trees (no climbing is required). Working in small groups, we decide collectively which branches should be removed, so that no one gets carried away and cuts down the whole tree. After a few weeks, I’ve learned to look at trees with a more knowledgeable eye.     














and did you know . . . Student writers and researchers at Bridgewater State College seeking an audience for their scholarly and creative work have plenty of venues to choose from.  Among them are:   





The Bridge, BSC’s award-winning student journal of fine arts.  Contact:  thebridgejournal@bridgew.edu; for more information, go to <http://www.bridgew.edu/thebridge/>.





The Comment, Bridgewater State College’s student-run newspaper since 1927.  For more information, go to <http://www.bridgew.edu/


depts/studactv/comment.htm>.  





The Undergraduate Review, a journal of mentored under-graduate research and creative work.  Contact: TheUR@bridgew.edu.  For more information, go to <http://www.bridgew.edu/ATP/ur.cfm>  





The Festival of Arts, a yearly event devoted to student artistic performances and presentations.  Contact:  thebridgejournal@bridgew.edu 





The Annual Bridgewater State College Undergraduate Research Symposium, held each spring, sponsored by the Adrian Tinsley Program for Undergraduate Research, showcases undergraduate research and creative work through oral and poster presentations.  Contact: ATP Coordinator Dr. Ann Brunjes at � HYPERLINK "mailto:abrunjes@bridgew.edu" ��abrunjes@bridgew.edu�.  For more information, go to < http://www.bridgew.edu/ATP/>.


 


National Conference on Undergraduate Research, the only national conference dedicated to undergraduate research and creative work.  Contact: abrunjes@bridgew.edu.  For more information, go to <http://www.bridgew.edu/ATP/> or <www.ncur.org>.   





The Writer's Café (see “Notes from the Writing Studio” at left), a public reading space for BSC undergraduate writers.  Contact:  Senior Consultant Libby Hawes at ehawes@bridgew.edu. 




















Writing fellow Amanda Forbes says that “this has been a wonderful opportunity.  I love working with my students each week and seeing their writing improve.  It’s great when students who seemed to hesitate to write end up writing successful texts under my guidance.”  Shalena Weninger  is using her experiences as a writing fellow to write her honors thesis: “these students have taught me a lot.  They’ve challenged me as constantly as I have tried to challenge them. I think they are walking away not just with knowledge of writing basics for Writing II, but are also aware of the resources and support systems available to them.”





Students in the Targeted Writing I also participate in Book Clubs that are staffed by volunteer faculty, graduate students, and administrators from around campus who facilitate weekly conversations about selected books. 





This course marks the successful collaboration of the English Department, The Study Skills Resource Center, The Writing Studio, and Academic Achievement to create a rigorous course that prepares at-risk students to succeed throughout their college careers. 





 





often the academic roles have been reversed and the students have


taught us. It’s been an exciting time to be part of the teaching profession. 





Another change: students, it seems to me, have become more empowered since the ‘70’s. They see themselves as consumers of education and are inclined to be less respectful and more critical of their professors than their predecessors were. And they have cell phones. 





Barbara Apstein Reflects, 


 continued p. 2





		      





Faculty Achievements  





Sigma Tau Delta Reviews 2004-2005 Accomplishments, Looks Ahead





Sigma Tau Delta has had an eventful school year.  In the fall semester, we successfully hosted a Graduate School Roundtable for seniors in the English major.  Faculty members Dr. Lee Torda and Dr. Garland Kimmer were on hand to address any questions that students had about the application process and admittance into grad school to study English.  In January, we successfully inducted a number of new members and Elizabeth Robbins stepped down as president and Kathryn Powers took over her duties.  The next event we held was a Memorial Reading for Hunter S. Thompson, Arthur Miller, and Susan Sontag.  While a good number of Sigma Tau Delta members are graduating in May, I feel confident that the successors of the group will maintain our standard of excellence.


~Kathryn Powers 	





Students interested in joining the Sigma Tau Delta, the International English Honor Society, should contact chapter advisor Dr. Kathleen Vejvoda at kvejvoda@bridgew.edu.  








Prof. Tom Curley Awarded Presidential Fellowship



























































 College President Dana Mohler-Faria presents    


  Dr. Tom Curley with Presidential Fellowship





Dr. Curley was awarded one of the two prestigious Presidential Fellowships, which offers two paid semesters of course release time and a budget to pay for related equipment, travel expenses and relevant materials. Dr. Curley’s project is the publication of a book of scholarship about the most successful forgery in modern literary history. National Culture Wars in Imperial Great Britain: Johnson, Ossian, and the Modern Irish Literary Renaissance (Penn State University Press).  Dr. Curley is the author of four books on English literature and history, and more than thirty articles and fifty scholarly papers.  (See page 6 for more faculty news)
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Letter from Dr. Evelyn Pezzulich, Department Chair





It seems hard to believe that another academic year is nearly over.  This year has been an exciting one for both faculty and students.  The English Department has hired a new faculty member, Dr. Ben Carson, who will begin teaching next fall.  He originally hails from South Dakota and is finishing his graduate work at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  He will offer two new courses next year:  ENGL  315-001 Ethnic American Literature and ENGL 251-001 Literary Themes:  Literature of the Working Class.  





Another exciting development is that Dr. Tom Curley has been awarded one of the two prestigious Presidential Fellowship Awards and has received a year’s sabbatical plus a stipend to finish writing his fourth book.  Although I am sure students will miss seeing him next year, the English Department is working on hiring another Eighteenth Century scholar to temporarily replace him.  Several other faculty members were honored at this year’s Awards for Academic Excellence ceremony as well.  Dr. Philip Tabakow published a book of poetry entitled The Mechanics of Submission, and Dr. John Kucich published a book, Ghostly Communion:  Cross-cultural Spiritualism in Nineteenth Century American Literature.  In addition, Dr. Kathleen Vejvoda published a poem in Southword.  Finally, Dr. Jadwiga Smith was honored for publishing a paper in Analecta Husserliana:  The Yearbook of Phenomenological Research, and I was honored for publishing an essay in Doris Lessing Studies.  I am very proud not only of these faculty accomplishments but those described in the “faculty achievements” page of this newsletter. 





I am equally proud of the outstanding achievements of our English majors.  Let me first congratulate this year’s recipients of our Departmental Scholarships and Awards on their outstanding accomplishments.  I would also like to congratulate our majors who represented the English Department so well at the recent National Conference on Undergraduate Research in Lexington, Virginia.  In addition, I was very impressed by the many excellent pieces published by our majors in the spring 2005 issue of The Bridge, the first volume of which won several awards.  Finally, I was able to briefly stop by the Fifth Annual Undergraduate Research Symposium this afternoon where I was struck by the intellectual engagement of both the presenters and audience.  I left with a copy of the inaugural issue of The Undergraduate Review which I look forward to reading as I am sure it will prove equally thought provoking.  





In conclusion, I am terribly proud of the achievements of the English Faculty and of our English majors.  This productivity is the best testament to a Department that is thriving and alive with energy.  Until the next installment of The English Update, I thank you for all your hard work and wish you success on your final exams and a well deserved summer vacation.    





Best Wishes, 





Evelyn Pezzulich




















For the first time, the English Department has offered targeted sections of Writing I to at-risk students as an alternative to the not-for-credit FS101. Of the many supports that are a part of the class, peer consultants from the Writing Studio work as Writing Fellows in the class. This spring semester, Fellows Shalena Weninger and Amanda Forbes have been working closely with Dr. Lee Torda in her section of Targeted Writing I.  In Fall of 2004, Fellows Corie Dias, Kathryn Powers, and Stephen Johansen served as fellows for Dr. Anne Doyle and Professor Diana D’India. Fellows attend class every week, as well as have weekly conferences with each student.  





Congratulations to . . . . recipients of this year’s Departmental Scholarships and Awards:  Jennifer Cunningham, (Curley Award), Jennifer Dunn (Coveney Award) and Erin Sheehy (Prince Award) . . . Adam Stilgoe (mentored by Dr. Greg Chaplin) and James Crivellaro (mentored by Dr. Lee Torda), recipients of Tinsley Program Summer 2005 grants . . . Amanda Morrish, who has been accepted to the SALT Institute of Documentary Studies in Portland, ME.  She received a $2500 scholarship for her writing sample, an ethnography of local La Leche Leagues . . . Karen Fisher '04, who will enter Suffolk Law School this fall . . . and, finally, to Jamie White, BA ’00, MA ’02 who has been accepted to the PhD program in Composition and Rhetoric at the University of Rhode Island.  Jamie is expecting her second child in September and is delaying enrolment until 


fall ’06.  














Student News





Cherylynn Sylvia will be giving a paper on Panopticism in The Lord of the Rings at Tolkien 2005, an international academic conference to be held this August in Birmingham, UK.  English Majors Mary Butler, Rob Cannata, Joe Cutrufo, Jennifer Dawson, Corie Dias, Teresa Hunter, Stephen Johansen,  Amanda Morrish, Kathryn Powers, Shalena Weninger and Nichole Wilson all presented their research this April at the National Conference on Undergraduate Research in Lexington, Virginia, hosted by Washington and Lee University and Virginia Military Academy.  Mary, Rob, Joe, Jennifer, Corie, Teresa, Kate, Shalena, Nichole and Amanda Forbes all presented their work at the Fifth Annual Bridgewater State College Undergraduate Research Symposium on Friday, April 29. 





�


   Graduating senior Corie Dias presents her 


   research at the BSC Undergraduate Research 


   Symposium 
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Tom Curley, John Kucich, Evelyn Pezzulich, Jadwiga Smith, Phil Tabakow, and Kathleen Vejvoda were recognized on April 21st at the Bridgewater State College Awards for Academic Excellence program hosted by college President Dr. Dana Mohler-Faria.  (See page 5 for photo and details of Dr. Curley’s award; Chair’s Letter, page 3, for details on the Awards for Academic Excellence program).





The department's Writing Program Administrator, Professor Lee Torda, the Writing Studio Director, Professor Kathryn Evans, and Professor Anne Doyle are conducting an on-campus workshop on Writing Across the Curriculum on May 20, 2005.  This workshop is part of a day-long development session for BSC faculty who have volunteered to teach a pilot version of the First Year Writing-Intensive Seminar in Fall 2005.  Dr. John Kucich and Dr. Lee Torda, with Dr. Elaine Bukiewicki of the School of Education, won a grant to fund a Summer Content Institute on reading theory with and for the Brockton School District.   





Ann Brunjes presented a paper entitled “Timothy Dwight’s Imaginative Conundrum:  Resistant Landscapes and the Aboriginal ‘slack hand’ ” at the Society of Early Americanists Biennial Conference in Arlington, Virginia in April.  Gregory Chaplin will be delivering a paper at the 8th International Milton Symposium in Grenoble, France in June.  This summer he will also be concluding work on British Poetry, 1603-1660: A Norton Critical Edition, and directing Adam Stilgoe’s honors thesis, which is being supported by a Tinsley Program Summer 2005 Research Grant.  On March 18 at the annual Conference on College Composition and Communication (CCCC) in San Francisco, Professor Anne Doyle presented a paper on "Affirming Access to the Conversation:  Students as Primary Researchers."  On sabbatical in Spring 2005, Professor Doyle is working on a textbook intended to promote primary as well as secondary research in composition classrooms.  She has also recently been asked to serve on the Selection Committee for the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) Ohmann Award for the best article in the past year's issues of College English.  Dr. Kathryn Evans attended the Conference on College Composition and Communication (CCCC) in San Francisco and presented a talk entitled “Revising Teaching:  An Invitation to Blog for Professional Development.”  Dr. Arnold Girdharry recently submitted a manuscript, The Indian and Indo-Guyanese Diaspora:  A British Default, to Copley Publishing.  Professor Garland Kimmer presented his essay, 


“ ‘For We Have New Worlds Here’: Ireland, Myth, and the Roots of Anti-Heroic Fantasy Fiction” at the 2005 American Conference for Irish Studies at the University of Notre Dame.   





Dr. John Kucich presented a paper entitled "Sons of the Forest: Jonathan Edwards, Samson Occom and the New England Landscape" at the Northeast Modern Language Association (NEMLA) conference in Cambridge at the end of March.  In 2004, Dr. Phil Tabakow published both a book of poetry, The Mechanics of Submission (DC Books, March 2004), and a chapter in a book of criticism about Canadian novelist and short story writer Douglas Glover (The Art of Desire: the Fiction of Douglas Glover, Edited by Bruce Stone: Oberon Press, December 2004).  In September 2004, Dr. Lee Torda presented from an essay entitled “The Great Brighton Fraud” at the Western Literature Association Annual Conference in Big Sky, Montana. The essay is part of a collection entitled Placing The Academy, currently under review at the University of Iowa Press. In July, Dr. Torda will present at the SHARP conference (the Society for the History of Authorship, Reading, and Publishing), on ongoing work with the Bridgewater State College archives.  Also presenting at the 2005 American Conference for Irish Studies was Dr. Kathleen Vejvoda.  Her paper is entitled "Race, Gender, and Migration in The Nephew and In America” (a cinema paper).  Dr. Vejvoda was also awarded a CART Summer Grant and  CART FLRG toward work on two chapters of her book project (both on George Eliot).  








*	*	*
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Maxwell Library notes





Faculty are encouraged to contact either Pam Hayes-Bohanan or Marcia Dineen as soon as possible to schedule Bibliographic Instruction (BI) sessions for fall 2005; summer sessions should also be scheduled soon.  Summer 2005:  Because of the extensive construction on the first floor (and the stairwell) in the library, there will be no public access to the first, second, and third floors.  Students and faculty may request materials that we will “fetch” for them.  Faculty who need access to a specific area in the library will be escorted by a staff member.  Library hours for the ground floor circ/reference desk will be 9 am to 8 pm, Monday through Thursday and 9 to 3 Friday and Saturday.  Document delivery will function as usual.  					


~Marcia Dineen
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