First Year Seminars Course Descriptions
Fall 2009

Catalog Description: First Year Seminars (FYS) are writing intensive, topic courses that introduce students to
academic thought, discourse and practices. FYS courses prepare and orient students toward productive and fulfilling
college careers by actively engaging them in a specific academic area of interest. Students will improve their
writing, reading, research, and basic information and technology skills while learning to work both collaboratively
and independently. These courses will fulfill the First Year Seminar requirement and may fulfill other requirements
for the Core Curriculum. Each course may fulfill different requirements and topics may change each semester. Only
one FYS course may be taken for credit.

Prerequisites for 199 courses: Open to all freshmen with a writing placement score of 3 or above or a SAT score
of 500 or above

Students with 24 or more transfer credits will have this requirement waived.

ANTH 199-001 Food, Feasting, and Folly

MWEF 9:05-9:55 Dr. E. Brenner

Our first year seminar takes students on a journey through time, into the human consciousness, and into the human
condition. We begin with an exploration of modes of food-getting in prehistory, from hunting-and-gathering
through the emergence of agriculture, noting how each form of food-getting impacts physical health, environmental
sustainability, sociopolitical organization, and belief systems. We continue with a cross-cultural examination of
contemporary and historic forms of feasting, delving into the meanings and functions they hold for participants. The
course ends with a confrontation with hunger in the world today, focusing on how and why individuals, families,
and communities lose their entitlements to food. (Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution)

ANTH 199-002 The Mystigue of Ancient Egypt

MWF 12:20-1:10 Prof. J. Levai

The fascination with Ancient Egypt — the mummies, the pyramids, the curses — is almost as old as the civilization
itself. Today, the influence of this ancient culture can be felt in anthropology, sociology, spirituality, and
entertainment. This course will give a basic background in Egyptian history, religion, and literature. From there,
students explore the fascination with this society from Herodotus and the Greeks to the foundations of Egyptology to
the latest blockbuster movies. Readings will include classical texts, scholarly articles, and films. (Social and
Behavioral Science Core Distribution)

ANTH 199-003 Who Owns the Past?

MW 1:50-3:05 Dr. C. Hoffman

Archaeology studies past human cultures on the basis of the things they made, used, and discarded. When
archaeologists discover sites, they have a well-defined process for excavating, identifying, preserving, interpreting,
and displaying the results of their work. But not all of the past is recovered by archaeologists - there is a thriving
billion-dollar international black market in antiquities. Cultural items entail a whole series of ethical issues, whether
they have been removed using scientific methods or unsystematically by antiquities collectors and black marketeers.
We will explore the ways in which these ethical dilemmas play out in the debate over the past among archaeologists,
historians, landowners, indigenous peoples, collectors, and government. (Social and Behavioral Science Core
Distribution)

ARTH 199-001 or 003 Art as National Identity

TR 11:00-12:15 or 12:30-1:45 Prof. J. Hooker

In this course students explore the use of art to create a national identity. Students rediscover works of art that have
been imprinted on the American mind, namely The Statue of Liberty, Mount Rushmore, and Maya Lin’s Vietnam
Memorial. Students also begin to expand their knowledge of and interest in patriotic work from around the globe in
the past and present. Students will research how contemporary artists are questioning and re-presenting the
relationship between art and country and the controversies that ensue. (Fine and Performing Arts Core
Distribution)
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ARTH 199-002 Art Through the Senses

MW 3:20-4:35 Prof. G. White

In this class we will investigate “Inspiration.” We will employ all the senses to examine the forces that move
writers. Through both personal and collaborative work, we will cultivate systems for creative, engaging writing by
developing a heightened sensitivity to our environment. In and outside the classroom we will explore a wide range
of media, including written, musical, visual arts, and performance, along with other diverse sources, both mundane
and obscure, to develop our own cache of “Inspiration.” Attendance of one professional performance will be
required. (Fine and Performing Arts Core Distribution)

AVSC 199-001 or 002 Fear of Flying: Learning to Love It

MWF 12:20-1:10 or MWF 1:50-2:40 Prof. R. Abers

Do we really know what makes a good airport good? And if airplanes are so safe, why do we hate them once we’re
on board? (and just how safe are we?). A few people who were alive when the Wright Brothers first flew are still
alive today. So how did we get from Kitty Hawk to the moon within a lifetime and why are we going back to the
moon? This course will NOT teach the student how to fly; but it will help him/her to understand commercial
aviation. Harvard and M.I.T. economists (circa 2007) project a financial turnaround that will soon make Aviation
the most profitable industry in the world. Explore the psychology of a chaotic industry that finds profits and
mayhem 5-miles above the earth. Also explore with us the color Green....not the shade from getting airsick; but
Green as in profits and Green as in the business of sustainability and why the “Green World” is finally taking a
second look at the significant role of Mass Transportation.

AVSC 199-X01 Sky High! Discovering Aviation From Dreamers to Daily Departures

R 4:00-4:50 Prof. V. Cote

This is a course designed for all majors and will explore the history of flight and unravel the mysteries of what
makes airplanes fly. It will also introduce the student to beginning aerodynamics, airport structure, air traffic
control, the impact of weather, air transportation safety issues. Students will have a better understanding of private
commercial flight and will be able appreciate the years of exploration and innovation that has made air travel
ubiquitous and acceptable for most American travelers today.

BIOL 199-001 Viruses and Everyday Life: From Small pox to HIV

MWEF 8:00-8:50 Dr. B. Marintcheva

This is a one-semester writing intensive course focused on developing critical thinking skills and successful
strategies for college learning while exploring topics related to viruses and their impact on everyday life and our
health. The class will mix traditional lectures with writing workshops, skills and resources workshops, film and
literature discussions, as well as independent literature reading.

(Natural Sciences — Non Lab Core Distribution)

BIOL 199-002 You Are Where You Eat

MWEF 9:05-9:55 Dr. S. Schwartz

Most people do not think about the origins of food in the grocery store or restaurant. As we become aware of
changes in our environment, it is important to learn about and question fundamental and poorly considered facets of
food. Why is distantly produced “fast food” so popular and unhealthy, but nutritious local “slow food” neglected?
Does it make sense that transporting food from where it is grown to where you eat it often takes more energy than is
contained in the food itself? What about growing crops strictly for fuel? Why do we eat what we eat? What forces
of biology, psychology, history, religion, and culture shape our food preferences? We will look at the choices we
make as individuals and as a society in the foods we eat. This course questions the basic premises of our culinary
lives and will hopefully make you aware of how extraordinary our food culture has become. (Natural Sciences —
Non Lab Core Distribution)

CHEM 199-001 The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly: The effects of some molecules

MWF 8:00-8:50 Dr. L. Norman

Why are some molecules “good” and others “bad”? In this course, we will examine several molecules, some
common and some controversial, and consider how they may be good, bad, or even ugly, depending on their usage.
Through this exploration, we will discuss the social responsibilities of both chemists and consumers. (Natural
Sciences — Non Lab Core Distribution)
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CHEM 199-002 Water, Water Everywhere

TR 11:00-12:15 Dr. E. Bauer

Water covers more than 70% of the earth's surface and is fundamental to almost all aspects of life. In this course we
will examine the chemistry behind the unique properties of water, explore how these properties shape the world in
which we live and evaluate environmental impacts and regulatory policies which influence our use of this valuable
resource. (Natural Sciences — Non Lab Core Distribution)

COMM 199-001 Non-Verbal Communication and Sports

MWEF 8:00-8:50 Prof. L. Mendoza

Picture the umpire throwing his arm in the air making a strikeout gesture. No explanation needed—nhis actions
speak louder than any words he could utter. And just like in baseball our actions in relationships speak louder than
our words. How we say something carries more weight and consequence than what we say making nonverbal
communication very powerful. So, let’s turn off the sound to some Red Sox games and watch them through their
actions—without the words—as we learn about the nature, the functions, and the codes of nonverbal
communication. We will then compare and contrast our relationships with what we observe on the baseball
diamond. (Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution)

COMM 199-002 Speaking for Equality: The Speeches and Writings of Women Advocates
MW 1:50-3:05 Prof. S. Cleary

Women were in the forefront of the American struggles against slavery and segregation, and for women’s rights in
the 19" and 20™ centuries. This writing intensive course will examine the rhetoric of these advocates in order to
gain understanding of the role public advocacy plays in social movements and the unique voice women brought to
these particular movements. (Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution)

COMM 199-003 How Did THAT End Up On My Plate? Food and Globalization

M 1:50-4:30 Dr. A. Lizie

Industrial food production and distribution during the 20™ century increased the consistent availability of
nourishment for much of the planet. However, these industrial changes have contributed to a number of global
concerns, including the obesity crisis, climate change, and cultural deterioration. This class frames these changes on
a global scale through the lens of globalization, and then looks at specific responses to the food problems, including
the Slow Food movement. (Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution)

COMM 199-XH1 Central European Film

MW 12:20-1:35 Dr. B. Ingvoldstad

In this course we will explore the rich and diverse traditions of the cinemas of the former Czechoslovakia (now the
Czech Republic and Slovakia), Hungary, and Poland. We will study the textual and contextual similarities that
allow us to speak of a regional, Central European cinema. At the same time, we will also pay close attention to the
particularities of individual national cinemas, and particular attention to the ways in which the Holocaust has been
treated within Central European cinema. Using films themselves as our primary texts, we will view, discuss, write
and read about a broad survey of the cinematic output of the region. (Social and Behavioral Science Core
Distribution)

ENGL 199-002 Walden’s Legacy

TR 2:00-3:15 Prof. S. Connor

Henry David Thoreau’s Walden attracted little attention when it was published in 1854, since then, it has become
one of the most influential texts in American literature, a touchstone of individualism, reform, environmentalism and
radical simplicity in an increasingly complicated, frenetic and consumerist world. In this course, we will look
carefully at Walden itself, exploring the literary and cultural context in which it took shape, before turning to the rich
legacy it inspired. Students will write at least 15 pages of revised prose, including literary analysis and creative non-
fiction, and will work together to examine and teach to their classmates a work that extends Walden s legacy.
(Humanities Core Distribution)
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ENGL 199-003 21st Century Identities: Voices and Images in the Arts

MWEF 9:05-9:55 Prof. T. Rooney

In this course we will examine contemporary poetry, short fiction and non-fiction as well as other art
mediums:(painting, sculpture, photography, and music) to understand the ways that today's writers and artists
envision human identity. Students will write critical analyses and additional papers in genres of their choice (15-20
pages). Each student will also teach classmates about a chosen work of art. (Humanities Core Distribution)

ENGL 199- 004 Lives in Two Languages

TR 2:00-3:15 Dr. J. Stakhnevich

This course explores linguistic, social, and cultural aspects of bilingualism in individuals and societies. Students will
learn about different approaches to the study of bilingualism and second language acquisition, explore language
policies and practices in countries with high rates of bilingualism, read autobiographic essays written by bilingual
authors, and examine how bilingualism is portrayed in mass media and contemporary film. (Humanities Core
Distribution)

ENGL 199-005 Romantic Comedy in Drama, Fiction and Film

MWF 11:15-12:05 Dr. M. Boyd

We will explore the nature of romantic comedy and investigate its defining qualities as they appear in individual
works in three genres. As in so many instances, Shakespeare provides us with models that have influenced most
practitioners of the form. We will begin by looking at some of the conventions of romantic comedy in Much Ado
about Nothing and Twelfth Night. In lieu of any local performances of the plays, we will screen films of the
dramas, always noting the differences between stage and screen productions. Next, we watch how Jane Austen
plays with the form in her novel Sense and Sensibility and then note how the film adaptation by Ang Lee deals
cinematically with Austen’s work. Finally, we will screen some Hollywood screwball romantic comedies of the
1930s and 1940s and then close with Woody Allen’s Annie Hall. The emphasis throughout the course will be on
discovering different ways of talking and writing about the connections we find between form and content, between
love and laughter. (Humanities Core Distribution)

ENGL 199-006 or 007 Gangsters, Meltdowns and Greed: Social Deviance in American Society
MWF 12:20-1:10 or 1:50-2:40  Prof. D. Copeland

Why can some people so easily break the law while most of us choose to obey it? The goal of this writing-intensive
course is to understand behavior that goes against accepted social norms. We’ll look at career criminals, kidnappers
and scam artists and show what social situations prompted them to make life choices most of us would never
consider. A key focus of the class will be the current economic recession and the greed-fueled decisions that
partially caused it. The instructor will draw on his work as a journalist who has covered financial wrongdoing,
corruption and organized crime and will include some unlikely guest speakers. (Humanities Core Distribution)

ENGL 199-008 or 009 Redrawing Heroism: Superheroes and the Graphic Novel

MWF 12:20-1:10 or 1:50-2:40  Prof. S. Janson

This course will examine the changing archetype of the superhero in graphic novels ranging from the early 1980’s to
the present — the so-called “Third Age” of superhero comic books. Through works like Frank Miller’s “The Dark
Knight Returns” and Alan Moore’s “Watchmen,” among others, we will consider how contemporary artists and
authors have reimagined “classic” super-heroism, its place in the modern world, and its intersection with issues like
vigilantism, morality, and power. Examination of these texts will serve as an introduction to literary analysis in
general, though we will also look at some specific theoretical modes that seem particularly applicable. In addition,
we will consider how these works operate in terms of their genre by examining the graphic novel as an aesthetic
whole, identifying key elements in its composition, and learning how to tailor our reading to what is still a relatively
peculiar fusion of art and literature. (Humanities Core Distribution)

ENGL 199-010 or 011 The American Family

TR 8:00-9:15 or 9:30-10:45 Prof. R. Daus-Haberle

This seminar examines images of the family as represented in American literature from the mid- to late-twentieth
century. Using the literature as a beginning point of analysis, we will probe the intricate social construct of family,
questioning and examining our expectations of the parent-child relationship. What are our preconceived ideals of a
successful family? How have American authors attempted to make sense of the concept of family and how can we
use their texts to better understand the families we inhabit? We will challenge our assumptions of the narrative
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subject and analyze the various subjectivities represented in terms of race, gender, and class. We will be looking for
moments where these subjectivities converge and diverge, identifying patterns and deviations and drawing
meaningful conclusions about the representation of families in this select group of American literature. We will
analyze connections and identify disjunctures between these texts and our own familial experiences. In so doing, we
will enrich our intellectual understanding of both the literature and our own lives. (Humanities Core Distribution)

GEOG 199-001 Advanced Sustainability Concepts on Creating Global Vision
MWF 11:15-12:05 Dr. R. Maribett
(Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution)

HEAL 199-001 It’s A Boy: Men’s Health

MWF 11:15-12:05 Prof. J. Leone

This course will cover various health concepts as they relate to male health. Using a sociocultural foundation,
students will appreciate important cultural determinants of health in this group by using active learning writing
assignments, reflection papers, peer assessments, group discussion and writing activities, and use of technology in
finding reliable sources of information.

HEAL 199-002 Alcohol-Balance

T 2:00-4:40 Prof. C. Cooney Wilbur

HIST 199-003 Chinese American Experience
T 2:00-4:40 Dr.W. To

This first-year seminar will explore Chinese American history from 1850 to the present. We will explore the
changing experiences of Chinese immigrants and Chinese Americans within the larger context of immigration and
race relations in American history. The first half of the course will focus on the experiences of Chinese immigrants
from the Gold Rush in the 1850s to the Exclusion legislations in the late 19" and early 20" centuries. The second
half of the course will move on to the great changes within the Chinese American community since the Second
World War and contemporary issues facing Chinese Americans today. (Humanities Core Distribution)

HIST 199-004 History of Childhood in Colonial America

TR 2:00-3:15 Professor J. Stonehouse

This course will explore the history of colonial childhood including the lives of colonial children in the context of
colonial attitudes toward children and childrearing. It will also explore the ways that historians have developed the
field of childhood history in general and colonial childhood in particular beginning with Philip Aries’s Centuries of
Childhood, written in 1962. (Humanities Core Distribution)

HIST 199-005 Reading Renaissance Florence

MWF 10:10-11:00 Dr. L. Fortunato

This course explores the society and culture of Renaissance Florence, Humanism, and consequently the western
Humanities. Among the authors whose works will be considered are Dante, Petrarca, Boccaccio, Pico della
Mirandola, and Machiavelli. In addition to treating the Renaissance itself, the text and visual sources will challenge
students to think and write about issues such as the personal and civic value and uses of an understanding of history,
the nature and ethics of political power, problems and control of violence in society, social constructions of gender
roles and values, human responses to natural disasters, and conceptualizations of human dignity and individualism.
(Humanities Core Distribution)

HIST 199-006 What’s in a Game? |Ice Hockey, History and Identity

TR 12:30-1:45 Dr. A. Holman

This freshman seminar is cultural history of Canada using the sport of ice hockey, “Canada’s national winter game,”
asalens. It has two large goals. It uses a topic of common interest to introduce students to the discipline of history,
especially critical reading and writing. Second, it will introduce the country via a hackneyed but useful stereotype
(hockey=Canada) that many Americans readily draw. The course will examine hockey’s multiple meanings: as a
vehicle for national unity; as a source of social division — regional, linguistic, gender, and racial; and as a vector for
“Americanization.” (Humanities Core Distribution)
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LANG 199-001 Elements of Japanese Culture

MW 1:50-3:05 Dr. M. Savas

This introductory course presents the major elements of Japanese culture from prehistoric to contemporary times.
An interdisciplinary approach will be taken, drawing upon the fields of history, literature, anthropology, religion,
philosophy, and art. Emphasis will be on broad historical trends, focusing particularly on the three traditions of
court, warrior, and merchant cultures. Included will be critical issues in present-day Japan, reflected in pop culture
by anime, for instance. Materials will be presented through lecture, audio-visual aids, and reading assignments.
Students should expect to participate in class discussion based on these sources of information. No knowledge of
Japanese language or history is required. (Humanities Core Distribution)

LANG 199-H01 Vampirism and Sexuality

MW 3:20-4:35 Dr. L. Lev

“Undead,” “Nosferatu,” “Vampyre.” No matter how often it’s staked, the vampire keeps rising from its sepulcher to
haunt the human imagination. Monstrous and beautiful, repulsive and seductive, it shatters all societal taboos,
inviting us into a nocturnal world of forbidden pleasures that also mirrors our own shadow side and psychosexual
landscapes. We'll explore links between blood-drinking, transgressive sexual desires, and social-cultural anxieties,
fantasies, and contexts, among other topics, as these are expressed through the morphing of the vampire figure from
Bram Stoker’s aristocratic count and his bewitching brides, to the monsters of nineteenth-century Paris, the pallid
predators of early German horror film, glam ghouls of 1970°s European art film/horror hybrids, and the teenaged
undead of Buffy’s California. Material includes Bram Stoker’s Dracula, Nosferatu, Francis Ford Coppola’s
Dracula, short works by Baudelaire and Dame Darcy, and other films/TV such as Buffy the Vampire Slayer and
Blade. (Humanities Core Distribution)

MUSC 199-001 Glory of Arts in Russia

TR 8:00-9:15 Prof. F. Guzasky

This interdisciplinary course provides an overview of the arts in Russia - including music, literature, art, poetry, and
the visual arts, as well as their place in Russian culture. Major musicians, writers, and artists will be studied. Visual
arts include iconography, architecture, and traditional and modern painters. Although each class will contain
elements of music, art, poetry, and visuals, specific weeks will concentrate on more specific topics - The Glory of
Russian Music, The Glory of Russian Literature, The Glory of Russian Poetry, The Glory of Imperial Russia, etc.
Several papers are required, along with a final project or paper. There may also be group projects. (Fine and
Performing Arts Core Distribution)

MUSC 199-002 Music, Society and Learning: From Hot Cross Buns to American Idol
MWEF 9:05-9:55 Dr. S. McQuarrie

This course will examine the changing role of music in our society and discover ways traditional classroom
instruction and nontraditional learning work together to shape the development of a student’s musicality. Topics
covered will include the personal relationship between humans and music, the multitude of effects music has on us,
the exploration of our musical heritage and culture, the traditional elements of music education such as the
methodologies of Orff, Kodaly, and Dalcroze, and contemporary societal trends in popular music and culture. (Fine
and Performing Arts Core Distribution)

MUSC 199-003 Music of the Sea

TR 11:00-12:15 Dr. J. Kreiling

This course explores music inspired by the sea, including songs, symphonies, piano music, and opera. Students
learn active listening skills, appropriate technical musical vocabulary, and critical approaches to literature
(connected to both vocal and instrumental works), while gaining a basic understanding of the history of musical
styles. (Fine and Performing Arts Core Distribution)

PHED 199-001 or 002 Women in Sports Media

TR 12:30-1:45 or MWF 9:05-9:55 Dr. M. Rosenthal

The number of U.S. girls competing in high school sports topped three million in 2006-2007, and women make up
over one-third of college athletes in the NCAA. Women account for sixty percent of Olympic athletes worldwide.
However, if you read the newspaper or watch ESPN SportsCenter, you might conclude that girls and women
compete in very small numbers in sports such as tennis and basketball. In this course, we will explore and analyze
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coverage of female athletes in print, television, and web-based media. We will consider how and in what ways those
in the media construct the idea of the female athlete.

PHED 199-003 Horses: Nature’s Keepers of Great Life Lessons

W 3:50-4:30 Dr. D. Sheehy

This first year seminar will take students on a journey into the world of one of nature’s most beautiful and powerful
animals — the horse. Through books, videos, and experiences with these magnificent animals, let’s discover the
lessons that horses have to offer us about “being in the moment”, about delight, about commitment, about adventure,
and about establishing appropriate relationships with other living things. We’ll gain insights into the language of
horses as demonstrated through natural horsemanship experts (Monty Roberts, Kathleen Lindley) and there will be a
required field trip to a stable (including a guided trail ride adapted to your ability level) on a Saturday early in the
semester. Students will also participate in at least 2 working visits to a local stable later in the semester. Modest
riding fee required for trail ride. (Enrollment cap = 14)

PHIL 199-001 or 002 or 003 Morality and the Natural World

TR 12:30-1:45 or 2:00-3:15 or 3:25-4:35 Prof. E. Valdez

This course will be an examination of morality and how it applies to nature and the environment. Do animals and
plants have moral demands on us? Do they have moral accountability? Is the environment worthy of conservation or
preservation? Are things in the environment valuable only in their usefulness to humanity? Do humans and/or other
animals have a responsibility to treat the environment and one another in a particular way? How are pollution and
population growth influencing the way we think about the use of our resources? (Humanities Core Distribution)

PHIL 199-004 Immortal Combat: Conflicting Ideas of God

M 6:00-8:40 Dr. D. Luddy

This course examines the idea of God in the history of the major religious groups. It investigates the source and
inspiration of their conception of God, and its implication for morality and politics. The course pays particular
attention to the phenomenon of fanaticism, the tendency of some factions within religious groups to follow a
perilous path toward radicalism and possibly violence. We highlight the connection between fanaticism and
nationalism, as well as the fighting words of various religious and political leaders in current conflicts. It is not
merely Foreign Service employees who must understand contemporary religious issues and strife; it is a prerequisite
for an informed citizenry. Text: Karen Armstrong, The Battle for God. (Humanities Core Distribution)

PHIL 199-005 or 006 or 007 Ethics of Harry Potter

MWF 8:00-8:50 or 9:05-9:55 or 11:15-12:05 Dr. J. Mogg

The Harry Potter series is a worldwide phenomenon. Despite the assertion from some that the books promote
witchcraft, many take seriously the proposition that they are full of philosophical significance. This proposition is
exemplified in The Chamber of Secrets, when Dumbledore raises the question of character when he says, “It is our
choices, Harry, that show what we truly are, far more than our abilities” (333). In this course, with the assistance of
Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics, we will view Harry Potter through a philosophical lens to determine what Harry’s
choices reveal about the nature of virtues such as courage, temperance, magnanimity and justice. (Humanities
Core Distribution)

PHIL 199-008 Everyday Ethics

MW 3:20-4:35 Dr. J. Steinhofer

This seminar is a philosophical examination of the ethical implications of certain familiar (perhaps everyday)
activities including eating meat, gossiping, copying software, smoking, owning pets, and telling jokes. (Humanities
Core Distribution)

PHYS 199-001 Science Fiction in Black, Blue and Green

F 12:20-2:55 Dr. T. Kling

Black holes, Deep Blue and other thinking machines, and Green science and technology are frequent science fiction
backdrops. What known science is present in modern science fiction, and what ideas in science fiction might
foreshadow the real future? In this writing-intensive first year seminar, students will dissect the science portrayed in
science fiction films and write their own science fiction short story. (Natural Sciences — Non Lab Core
Distribution)
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PHYS 199-002 Message in the Light

TR 3:25-4:40 Prof. J. Doyle

Through readings and visual media, combined with in class discussions, the student will learn about the
development of the science of Astronomy. These developments will include both the historic progression of
knowledge, the science and what it means and the changes this knowledge brought to society, and how the modern
quest for an understanding of the universe continues to change out world. The student is expected to produce
several short written papers demonstrating both a mastery of the historical material and an understanding of the
science and how discoveries in astronomy in the past and those in the future effect changes in our world. (Natural
Sciences — Non Lab Core Distribution)

SCWK 199-001 Sacred & Profane: Religion, Philosophy, & Spirituality in Global Community

M 1:50-4:30 Dr. D. O’Malley

What do Agnostics, Buddhists, Jews, Pagans, Muslims, Atheists, Hindus and Christians have to say to each other?
Depending on with whom you speak, it may be nothing . . . or lots! Many present day challenges faced in the U.S.
as well as in Iraq, Darfur, Israel, India and Ireland have religious/spiritual dimensions. This seminar will explore the
changing dynamics of spiritual/religious beliefs, practices and identity in the U.S and global society. Participants
will explore how interreligious encounters and initiatives continue to shape communities, cultures, politics and
policies. Bring your own experience and analysis to the conversation as we gather past and present examples from
campus, the communities of southeastern Massachusetts and beyond. (Social and Behavioral Science Core
Distribution)

SOCI 199-001 Sex, Drugs and Rock & Roll: Sociology Examines Pop Culture

M 1:50-4:30 Dr. M. Spencer

Examine the role of sexuality, drugs and music in popular culture. How important are sex, drugs and music in our
culture? How have our society’s views of these topics changed over time? What exactly is "normal” sexual
behavior? Is our culture sexually permissive or repressive? How did drugs become illegal and why? Finally, how
important is music in our culture? This course will examine the topics of sex, drugs and music from a sociological
perspective, how they have changed our culture and society's methods of controlling deviant behavior within these
realms. (Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution)

SOCI 199-002 Saociology in Black and White

M 1:50-4:30 Prof. G. Guay

Movies contain rich examples of significant issues in society, like class differences, gender roles, social mobility,
subcultures, and modernization. Find out what “Birth of a Nation” says about social stratification and race in our
society. Learn how the worker, trapped in the gears of a factory, in “Modern Times” illustrates conflict theory. See
how the managed anarchy of a Marx Brothers movie offers insight into the nature of a functioning society. And
much more. This course will use an array of black-and-white films as a means to explore these and other
sociological issues. (Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution)

SOCI 199-006 Lesbian Images in Pop Culture: The Evolution of Lesbian Representation
in Literature, Movies, Television, and Music
MW 3:20-4:35 Prof. S. Hogue

As we study lesbian images in pop culture from over the past century, we will be guided by many controversial and
vexing questions: What is a lesbian? What does it mean to be a lesbian? What does it mean to be a leshian in a
given place, space, and time? Who has historically had the power to define lesbian? What have been the
implications of these definitions? By the end of the semester students will have a more thorough understanding of
the possibilities and difficulties of these questions as well as how pop culture reflects or distorts the realities of
lesbian lives in the United States. (Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution)

SOCI 199-007 Self and Society

W 1:50-4:30 Dr. H. Vandenburgh

Self and Society examines the key connection between the development of ourselves as people and the social
contexts that help channel us, and within which we must function. This course depends heavily on the use of
personal autobiography—called autoethnography when we use biographical methods to examine our
circumstances—to reveal both our social circumstances and unique personalities. If you enjoy writing, this is the
course for you. We’ll study techniques used in constructing good personal/social narratives, explore successful
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published personal/social narratives, and read and critique each other’s work in a supportive way. (Social and
Behavioral Science Core Distribution)

SOCI 199-008 Outbreak!: Epidemics and Society

MWF 9:05-9:55 Dr. P. Fanning

Nothing has had a greater impact on human history than epidemic disease. For centuries people have documented
the ravages of Cholera, Typhoid, Yellow Fever, Tuberculosis, Polio, AIDS, and Influenza, to name just a few. But
an epidemic is not merely a medical occurrence; it has political, psychological, and sociological considerations as
well. Using literature and film to complement sociological theory, we will take a close look at the social
construction of these deadly episodes and the effects of class, race, ethnicity, sexuality, and gender on our
perceptions of them. (Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution)

SOCI 199-H01 Constructing Women and Men Through Hollywood Film

TR 12:30-1:45 Dr. M. Wakin

This course will explore the evolution of gender in Hollywood film, from the 1930s to the present. We will examine
Hollywood's global reach and its influence in promoting ideal types of women and men. We will also explore the
political and economic conditions of each decade to help us understand the cultural context in which these ideal
types emerged. One of the most important things we will do this semester is learn to question the things we take for
granted, like entertainment. The seamless editing style and familiar narrative structure of Hollywood films make
them easy to accept as pure relaxation and enjoyment. This is part of their power and influence - we accept them
without thinking. We will become articulate and critical observers of the images we view and examine how film
influences our ideas about gender and gender stereotypes. (Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution)

For more information on the Core Curriculum see
www.bridgew.edu/corecurriculum
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