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Date:
[date the proposal is submitted to the GEC mailbox]


To:
Graduate Education Council

From:
Dr. Ellen J. Ingmanson

Program:


Department:  Anthropology
Re: 
New Course Proposal 

Attached, please find a proposal for a new course  ANTH 406: Human Evolution. 

I understand that I will be notified of the meeting when this proposal will be reviewed and that I or a knowledgeable program representative should attend the meeting to answer questions.

Thank you. 











Tracking #  



(for internal use only)

Bridgewater State College Governance

New Graduate Course Proposal Form
Please read the complete instructions http://www.bridgew.edu/GEC/instructions.cfm for important details on making a proposal.
General Information


Course Prefix & Number:

Course Title:

Department:

Program:


Credit Hours:

Estimated Enrollment:


Expected Implementation Date:   
Fall 
x    Spring    
   Summer

Has the proposed course run as a Special Topics or an Experimental course?  _x__ Y  ___ N

Course Repeat Policy:


  This course is repeatable up to ___0___ times






  This course is repeatable up to ______ credits

Course Level:



x
Undergraduate/Graduate (400 level courses only)







Graduate

Course Type:



x
Lecture


Laboratory

√ Please check all 



Internship


Practicum

   that apply & specify



Direct Study


Studio

   if necessary




Seminar


Other

Course Serves As:


x
A free elective

√ Please check all  



A program requirement
that apply & specify             x
A concentration requirement   As an option for the Upper Level Biological  Anthropology requirement in the General Anthropology concentration; as an elective option in the Cultural and Public Archaeology concentrations.
   if necessary




A cognate requirement






Other:
Grade Mode:



x  Standard






  Pass(P)/No Pass(N)






  Satisfactory(S)/Unsatisfactory(U)
Course Prerequisites - Please specify any course prerequisites for the new course, specifying prerequisite course prefixes, numbers, and titles.  Also, please note if written consent and/or matriculation in a program is required.  If none is required, state “none.”
ANTH 101 or 103 or BIOL 121/122 or consent of instructor
Course Description – Please describe the course exactly as it will appear in the college catalog.  Please check for complete sentences and grammatical errors as this description will appear in print exactly as it appears below.
This course addresses fundamental principles of human evolution, beginning with a review of evolutionary theory, its history, processes and how genetics has changed the way evolution is viewed.  We will examine the fossil evidence for human evolution, physical characteristics, variation among specimens, and how the different specimens are related to each other.  Discussions will include how a species is defined in the fossil record; issues in creating phylogenies; the origins of human cultural behavior - including tools, language, religion and art; as well as what it means to be human.  Adaptation will be a unifying theme throughout the course.  Extensive use will be made of the Physical Anthropology Lab and the materials located there.
Impact on Other Programs - If the proposed new course will affect other courses or programs, please specify what will be affected and please signify that approval has been granted by all affected parties.  If none are affected, state “none.”

None
Course Rationale – Please describe the justification for this new course.  For example justification might include: licensure prerequisite, accreditation, department or program curriculum revisions. 
This course expands the department's offerings in Biological Anthropology, allowing majors and graduate students to further their studies within this subfield.  It also gives an additional option to meet the UG Concentration in General Anthropology requirement for an upper level course in Biological Anthropology.  Students from the Public Archaeology Concentration, Biology and Geology would find the course relevant to their studies, at both the undergraduate and graduate levels.  Students preparing for teaching in the sciences would also find the course of interest.  The course meets the UG Core Requirement for Social and Behavioral Sciences by exploring fundamental aspects of human behavior; how humans differ from other animals; the evolutionary underpinnings of human behavior; and the origins of human social organization, material culture,  religion, art and communication.  The small course size is based on the need to spend considerable time in the Physical Anthropology Lab with the fossil and skeletal materials, and the available space in the lab.  As a graduate level offering, this course would provide an option for students seeking to upgrade their skills or explore a new area.  Additionally, the Anthropology Department has discussed the possibility of offering an MA in the future, and this course would be available to these students.    
Course Syllabus  – Please attach and send with this completed form the proposed syllabus for this new course.  Please be sure to specify what topics will be covered, how student learning will be assessed, and what course outcomes you expect.

Attached.
Note:  
· Do not reuse course numbers.  (Further information is available from the Associate Registrar.)  For general information, please see Graduate Education Council guideline web page.  (www.bridgew.edu/GEC/guidelines.cfm)
All proposals must be approved by the graduate program coordinator and academic department chair.
I certify that my department has approved this new course (type appropriate names in spaces below):

Graduate Coordinator:        _____________________________________________


Department Chairperson:   __Curtiss Hoffman______________________________  
All programs from the departments of the School of Education and Allied Studies which lead to Massachusetts Department of Education Educator License should be reviewed by the School of Education and Allied Studies Leadership team prior to submission to the GEC.



SEAS Approval:  
          Yes 

No
ANTHROPOLOGY 406

SEMINAR - HUMAN EVOLUTION

Spring Semester – Sample Syllabus

Dr. E. Ingmanson





TuTh 9:30-10:45

Office: BOC 100C





Lab: BOC 100G

Email: eingmanson@bridgew.edu
Tel: 508-531-2799

Course Objectives and Outcomes:  This course will take an in-depth look at the evidence for human evolution.  We will examine skeletal anatomy, the fossil record, and how fossil information and primate models are used to reconstruct behavioral patterns.  The theories of evolution and natural selection will form the framework of our investigations.  

At the end of the course, you should be familiar with the principal fossils for each stage of human evolution, the processes of evolutionary change, dating techniques, various interpretations as to how fossils are related to each other, how phylogenies are constructed, and why these are sometimes contentious.  You should be familiar with the evidence for early human cultural behavior and how this is identified.  You will have worked extensively with primary sources through journal articles and your source book, and utilized these in a formal paper, sharing your findings with your peers.  

This course will consist of a mixture of lecture, seminar and lab sessions.  You are expected to keep up with the readings, and come to class prepared to summarize that day’s material, ask questions, and participate in discussions.

Required Texts:  

Ciochon, R. L. and J. G. Fleagle

2006   Human Evolution Source Book, 2nd Edition.  New Jersey: Prentice Hall Pub.

Conroy, G. C.

2005 Reconstructing Human Origins, 2nd Edition.  New York: Norton Pub.

Walker, A. and P. Shipman

1996 The Wisdom of the Bones:  In Search of Human Origins.  New York: Vintage

   Books.

Additional reading materials may be provided in class.  Independent reading on the subject matter is encouraged.

Physical Anthropology Lab:  This is located in Room 100G of the Burrill Office Complex.  This room contains the fossil and skeletal material that we will be examining in class.  Hours when the lab is open for you to visit and study will be announced in a few days.  You will find that some time spent in the lab will make a difference in your ability to learn this material.  Additionally, at several points during the semester we will hold our regular class meeting in the lab in order to have greater access to these materials.

Course Evaluations:  A variety of activities will contribute to your grade for this course.  They have been carefully selected to enhance your learning and provide opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge of the material.

Exams:  (20% each)  Two exams will be given as scheduled in your course outline, one in the middle of the term and one during finals week.  They will each cover the material prior to that point from lectures, readings, labs, and discussions.  They will consist of short answer, identification, and short essay questions.  The final will be cumulative, though emphasizing the last half of the course.  Note:  Anyone with an excusable conflict (religious observance, scheduled athletic event, etc) should contact me as soon as possible in order to arrange to take an alternate form of the exam ahead of time.  Medical emergencies will need to be documented.

Research Paper:  (20%)  A research paper of approximately 10-12 pages on a topic of interest to you, relevant to the course, and approved by the professor will be due the last day of class.  This paper is a very important part of the course and is intended to allow you to explore a topic in greater depth than we will be able to do in class, become familiar with the primary source writings in human evolution, and the processes through which hypotheses in the discipline are formed and tested.  In addition to the completed paper, there will be various intermediate steps, receiving their own grades.

Paper Proposal:  (5%)  About one third of the way through the semester, you will need to turn in a paper proposal to me.  This will be a one half page statement of the topic you intend to examine.  This should indicate how the topic is relevant to the course, and will be subject to approval based on the appropriateness of the topic and originality of focus (no two students will be allowed to examine the exact same topic).  This proposal should include at least 3 primary sources you intend to use for your paper.

Paper Preview:  (10%)  This second component of your paper will be a 1-2 page description of your research topic along with a substantial portion of your bibliography.  This should provide a concise description of the topic you are exploring and the direction you are taking.  The bibliography should include materials you have already obtained, though not necessarily read in detail yet, and consist of primary sources and journal articles.

Presentation:  (10%)  Each student will give a brief presentation at the end of the semester, sharing your information with the rest of the class.  This should be no more than 10 min long, but will receive an independent grade.  Your demeanor as an audience member will count towards this portion of your grade, as well.
Other:  (10%)  This portion of your grade will be based on various quizzes, homework or lab assignments that will be given.

Attendance and Participation:  (5 %)  The final portion of your grade will come from your attendance and participation during class.  Attendance will be monitored at each class session.  You are expected to arrive on time and remain until the end of the class period.  There will be NO makeups for in-class quizzes, assignments, or exams.  Because of the nature of some of the lab work you will be doing, attendance is even more crucial for these.  There is almost no way to make up any work that is missed in a lab. 

Written Work:  All written assignments turned in during the semester must be typed, double-spaced, and stapled.  Each one must have your name, the class name or number, date, and page numbers.  I will not accept them otherwise.  Assignments are always due at the beginning of class.  You have the option of submitting them electronically, via either an email attachment or through BB Dropbox.  I will send an email response confirming electronic receipt of an assignment.  Without this response, your assignment will not be considered as turned in.  You are still responsible for proper formatting and due dates/times.  If you submit a paper electronically, but then do not attend class that day without prior approval, your paper will be marked down by one letter grade.  Late assignments will also be marked down.  All References must be in the American Anthropologist format.

General Stuff: 

 Be on time for class. 

 Do not leave before class is dismissed.  If you MUST leave early, sit near the door and do so quietly.  If you leave during class, do not return to that class session.

 Cell phones and beeper off or on vibrate.  Please leave the room to check it if necessary.

 Discussion and questions are encouraged and welcomed.
 If you miss a handout, it is your responsibility to ask me for it.  I generally have extras in a folder at the front of the classroom.
 If you miss class you may get the notes from another student.  I do not let students copy my notes or post them on Blackboard.

 Cheating or plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Anyone caught doing so will receive an automatic zero for that assignment and be reported to College officials.

 Food and drink are not allowed in the lab.
Course Outline
Slight variations may occur in the outline during the semester at the discretion of the professor or due to unanticipated events (such as snow days).

Week

Topic



Readings
1

Introduction


Conroy 3-14




 



W & S - prologue

2
Lab
Tools & Techniques

Conroy pp14-23



Cranial Identification

C&F inside cover



Evolutionary Theory

C&F 9-11,19

3

Phylogeny & Taxonomy
Conroy ch IV



The Primate Order


Lab
Dentition ID


Conroy pp 17-21

4

Fossilization Process,

Conroy ch II &III



Geologic Record & Dating
C&F Part I


Lab
Post Cranial ID

Conroy pp 21-23

5

Miocene Hominoids

Conroy ch V


Lab
Skeletal ID – Age & Sex



** Paper Proposal Due **

6

Early Hominins

Conroy pp 185-191;214-218







C&F Part II


Lab
Australopithecines

Conroy ch VI & VII







C&F Part III

7
Lab
Australopithecine Variation
C&F 16,18



Reconstructing Behavior
Conroy ch VIII







C&F 21-25

8

** Midterm Exam **


Emergence of early Homo
Conroy ch IX







C&F Part IV

****  SPRING BREAK  -  NO CLASSES  ****
9
Lab
Homo erectus 


Conroy ch X







C&F Part V, W&S ch 1-9



Independent Research – Papers!!

10

Wisdom of the Bones

W&S 10-14, epilogue



Archaic Homo sapiens 
Conroy ch XI



** Paper Preview Due **
C&F Part VI



11
Lab
Intraspecific Variation



Neandertals – fossils

Conroy ch XII & XIII







C&F Part VII

12

Neandertals – behavior
Conroy ch XIII



Homo sapiens sapiens

C&F 59-63

13

Intelligence and culture
C&F 64-69


Australia and the New World
C&F 70-75

14

Last Issues and Presentations



Presentations & Final Discussions



** Completed Papers Due **

***   Final Exam *** 
Updated 3-28-07

ANTHROPOLOGY 406 - G

SEMINAR - HUMAN EVOLUTION

Spring Semester – Sample Graduate Syllabus
Dr. E. Ingmanson





TuTh 9:30-10:45

Office: BOC 100C





Lab: BOC 100G

Email: eingmanson@bridgew.edu
Tel: 508-531-2799

Course Objectives and Outcomes:  This course will take an in-depth look at the evidence for human evolution.  We will examine skeletal anatomy, the fossil record, and how fossil information and primate models are used to reconstruct behavioral patterns.  The theories of evolution and natural selection will form the framework of our investigations.  

At the end of the course, you should be familiar with the principal fossils for each stage of human evolution, the processes of evolutionary change, dating techniques, various interpretations as to how fossils are related to each other, how phylogenies are constructed, and why these are sometimes contentious.  You should be familiar with the evidence for early human cultural behavior and how this is identified.  You will have worked extensively with primary sources through journal articles and your source book, and utilized these in a formal paper, sharing your findings with your peers.  

This course will consist of a mixture of lecture, seminar and lab sessions.  You are expected to keep up with the readings, and come to class prepared to summarize that day’s material, ask questions, and participate in discussions.

Required Texts:  

Ciochon, R. L. and J. G. Fleagle

2007   Human Evolution Source Book, 2nd Edition.  New Jersey: Prentice Hall Pub.

Conroy, G. C.

2006 Reconstructing Human Origins, 2nd Edition.  New York: Norton Pub.

Walker, A. and P. Shipman

1997 The Wisdom of the Bones:  In Search of Human Origins.  New York: Vintage

   Books.

Additional reading materials may be provided in class.  Independent reading on the subject matter is encouraged.

Physical Anthropology Lab:  This is located in Room 100G of the Burrill Office Complex.  This room contains the fossil and skeletal material that we will be examining in class.  Hours when the lab is open for you to visit and study will be announced in a few days.  You will find that some time spent in the lab will make a difference in your ability to learn this material.  Additionally, at several points during the semester we will hold our regular class meeting in the lab in order to have greater access to these materials.

Course Evaluations:  A variety of activities will contribute to your grade for this course.  They have been carefully selected to enhance your learning and provide opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge of the material.

In general, students receiving graduate credit for this course will follow the main syllabus with the rest of the class.  Your research paper will be slightly longer than for undergraduates, and should contain proportionally more references.  These papers will be graded separately from the undergraduate students, as well.  I expect a deeper exploration of the topic, with more analysis and synthesis.

Exams:  (20% each)  Two exams will be given as scheduled in your course outline, one in the middle of the term and one during finals week.  They will each cover the material prior to that point from lectures, readings, labs, and discussions.  They will consist of short answer, identification, and short essay questions.  The final will be cumulative, though emphasizing the last half of the course.  Note:  Anyone with an excusable conflict (religious observance, scheduled athletic event, etc) should contact me as soon as possible in order to arrange to take an alternate form of the exam ahead of time.  Medical emergencies will need to be documented.

Research Paper:  (20%)  A research paper of approximately 15-20 pages on a topic of interest to you, relevant to the course, and approved by the professor will be due the last day of class.  This paper is a very important part of the course and is intended to allow you to explore a topic in greater depth than we will be able to do in class, become familiar with the primary source writings in human evolution, and the processes through which hypotheses in the discipline are formed and tested.  In addition to the completed paper, there will be various intermediate steps, receiving their own grades.

Paper Proposal:  (5%)  About one third of the way through the semester, you will need to turn in a paper proposal to me.  This will be a one half page statement of the topic you intend to examine.  This should indicate how the topic is relevant to the course, and will be subject to approval based on the appropriateness of the topic and originality of focus (no two students will be allowed to examine the exact same topic).  This proposal should include at least 3 primary sources you intend to use for your paper.

Paper Preview:  (10%)  This second component of your paper will be a 1-2 page description of your research topic along with a substantial portion of your bibliography.  This should provide a concise description of the topic you are exploring and the direction you are taking.  The bibliography should include materials you have already obtained, though not necessarily read in detail yet, and consist of primary sources and journal articles.

Presentation:  (10%)  Each student will give a brief presentation at the end of the semester, sharing your information with the rest of the class.  This should be no more than 10 min long, but will receive an independent grade.  Your demeanor as an audience member will count towards this portion of your grade, as well.
Other:  (10%)  This portion of your grade will be based on various quizzes, homework or lab assignments that will be given.  Additionally, students receiving graduate credit should keep a “readings response journal” for the assigned readings.  In this you should include your comments, thoughts, and questions from the readings.  While this will not receive a grade, it will be given a check periodically.  You may include comments on independent reading you may also be doing.

Attendance and Participation:  (5 %)  The final portion of your grade will come from your attendance and participation during class.  Attendance will be monitored at each class session.  You are expected to arrive on time and remain until the end of the class period.  There will be NO makeups for in-class quizzes, assignments, or exams.  Because of the nature of some of the lab work you will be doing, attendance is even more crucial for these.  There is almost no way to make up any work that is missed in a lab. 

Written Work:  All written assignments turned in during the semester must be typed, double-spaced, and stapled.  Each one must have your name, the class name or number, date, and page numbers.  I will not accept them otherwise.  Assignments are always due at the beginning of class.  You have the option of submitting them electronically, via either an email attachment or through BB Dropbox.  I will send an email response confirming electronic receipt of an assignment.  Without this response, your assignment will not be considered as turned in.  You are still responsible for proper formatting and due dates/times.  If you submit a paper electronically, but then do not attend class that day without prior approval, your paper will be marked down by one letter grade.  Late assignments will also be marked down.  All References must be in the American Anthropologist format.

Accessibility Statement
In accordance with BSC policy, I am available to discuss appropriate accommodations that you may require as a student with a disability.  Requests for accommodations should be made during the drop/add period so that proper arrangements can be made.  Students should register with the Disability Resources/ADA Compliance Office in the Maxwell Library Academic Achievement Center (x1214) for disability verification and determination of reasonable academic accommodations.

 
 General Stuff: 

 Be on time for class. 

 Do not leave before class is dismissed.  If you MUST leave early, sit near the door and do so quietly.  If you leave during class, do not return to that class session.

 Cell phones and beeper off or on vibrate.  Please leave the room to check it if necessary.

 Discussion and questions are encouraged and welcomed.
 If you miss a handout, it is your responsibility to ask me for it.  I generally have extras in a folder at the front of the classroom.
 If you miss class you may get the notes from another student.  I do not let students copy my notes or post them on Blackboard.

 Cheating or plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Anyone caught doing so will receive an automatic zero for that assignment and be reported to College officials.

 Food and drink are not allowed in the lab.
Course Outline
Slight variations may occur in the outline during the semester at the discretion of the professor or due to unanticipated events (such as snow days).

Week

Topic



Readings
1

Introduction


Conroy 3-14




 



W & S - prologue

2
Lab
Tools & Techniques

Conroy pp14-23



Cranial Identification

C&F inside cover



Evolutionary Theory

C&F 9-11,19

3

Phylogeny & Taxonomy
Conroy ch IV



The Primate Order


Lab
Dentition ID

Conroy pp 17-21

4

Fossilization Process,

Conroy ch II &III



Geologic Record & Dating
C&F Part I


Lab
Post Cranial ID

Conroy pp 21-23

5

Miocene Hominoids

Conroy ch V


Lab
Skeletal ID – Age & Sex



** Paper Proposal Due **

6

Early Hominins

Conroy pp 185-191;214-218







C&F Part II


Lab
Australopithecines
Conroy ch VI & VII







C&F Part III

7
Lab
Australopithecine Variation
C&F 16,18



Reconstructing Behavior
Conroy ch VIII








C&F 21-25

8

** Midterm Exam **


Emergence of early Homo
Conroy ch IX








C&F Part IV

****  SPRING BREAK  -  NO CLASSES  ****
9
Lab
Homo erectus 


Conroy ch X








C&F Part V, W&S ch 1-9



Independent Research – Papers!!

10

Wisdom of the Bones

W&S 10-14, epilogue



Archaic Homo sapiens 
Conroy ch XI



** Paper Preview Due **
C&F Part VI



11
Lab
Intraspecific Variation



Neandertals – fossils

Conroy ch XII & XIII








C&F Part VII

12

Neandertals – behavior
Conroy ch XIII



Homo sapiens sapiens

C&F 59-63

13

Intelligence and culture
C&F 64-69


Australia and the New World
    C&F 70-75

14

Last Issues and Presentations



Presentations & Final Discussions



** Completed Papers Due **

***   Final Exam *** 
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