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Date:
November 23, 2007- resubmitted February 5, 2008
To:
Graduate Education Council

From:
Wendy Haynes, Associate Professor and MPA Coordinator

Master of Public Administration Program


Political Science Department
Re: 
Unclassified Proposal
Attached, please find an unclassified proposal to replace the three existing MPA concentrations with two new concentrations that more appropriately place the BSC MPA program at the leading edge of the field and better reflect the needs of the communities we serve.
I understand that I will be notified of the meeting when this proposal will be reviewed and that I or a knowledgeable program representative should attend the meeting to answer questions.

Thank you. 










Tracking:  #












(for internal use only)
Bridgewater State College Governance
Unclassified Proposal Form (Graduate)

Please read the complete instructions http://www.bridgew.edu/GEC/instructions.cfm for important details on making a proposal.


Title: 

















(please give your request a brief descriptive title)  
Summary of request:
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Justification:
[image: image3]
Reminder:  For all new program approvals, each new course proposal must also be submitted, at the same time, using New Graduate Course Proposal form.

All proposals must be approved by the graduate program coordinator and academic department chair; or administrator.

I certify that my department/administrative unit has approved this unclassified request (type appropriate names in spaces below):


Graduate Coordinator:       Wendy Haynes, Associate Professor

Department Chairperson:   Professor George Serra

Administrator:                    N/A
All programs from the departments of the School of Education and Allied Studies which lead to Massachusetts Department of Education Educator License should be reviewed by the School of Education and Allied Studies Leadership team prior to submission to the GEC.
N/A



SEAS Approval:   

Yes

NO

MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

(Civic and Nonprofit Leadership and Administration Concentration)

The purpose of the Civic and Nonprofit Leadership and Administration Concentration is to develop leadership and administrative skills in strengthening organizational capacity, fostering civic and democratic life, and building social capital through understanding of the historical, political, economic, social, and technological aspects of civic and nonprofit organizations.

CORE COURSES








CREDITS

POLI 501 Introduction to Public Institutions and Administration




3
POLI 510 Introduction to Research in Public Administration 




3

POLI 511 Program Evaluation and Policy Analysis 





3


POLI 521 Public Finance








3


POLI 531 Public Personnel








3

POLI 532 Organizational Theory and Behavior for Public and Non-Profit Institutions

3

POLI 541 Legislative-Executive Relations

  or

  POLI 542 Administrative Law and Regulations






3

POLI 591 Capstone Seminar in Public Administration 





3

ELECTIVES









           15


As part of the 15 credits required in electives, each student must take three 

one credit professional development modules (POLI 506 Public Administration Module)
The remaining 12 credits in electives must be selected from the courses listed below:

POLI 502 Research

POLI 503 Directed Study

POLI 513 Strategic Planning and Performance Measurement in Public Administration 

POLI 533 Administrative Ethics

POLI 534 Public Service Leadership 

POLI 571 Introduction to Nonprofit Theory and Management 

POLI 572 Strategies for Successful Nonprofits: Fundraising 

POLI 592 Special Topics in Public Administration
POLI 598 Internship: Public Administration
INTERNSHIP:

Students with a bachelor’s degree and no professional work experience must 

complete a 6 credit hour internship in addition to the requirements above.

                      (6)
NOTE:  Internship (598), directed study or research (503 and 502), and special topics (592) in political science credits may be applied to the four elective courses and other concentration requirements only if they are related to the student’s concentration.  This determination is made by the MPA Coordinator.






Total minimum credits:


        
         39


MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

(Sustainable Community Development Concentration)

The purpose of the Sustainable Community Development Concentration is to develop leadership and administrative skills in integrating sustainable economic development, environmental protection, and social well-being at local, regional, national, and international levels of governance.
CORE COURSES









CREDITS

POLI 501 Introduction to Public Institutions and Administration




3

POLI 510 Introduction to Research in Public Administration 




3

POLI 511 Program Evaluation and Policy Analysis 






3


POLI 521 Public Finance









3


POLI 531 Public Personnel









3

POLI 532 Organizational Theory and Behavior for Public and Non-Profit Institutions

3

POLI 541 Legislative-Executive Relations

  or

  POLI 542 Administrative Law and Regulations






3

POLI 591 Capstone Seminar in Public Administration 





3

ELECTIVES:









            15


As part of the 15 credits required in electives, each student must take three 
one credit professional development modules (POLI 506 Public Administration Module)
The remaining 12 credits in electives must be selected from the courses listed below:

           

POLI 502 Research

POLI 503 Directed Study

POLI 513 Strategic Planning and Performance Measurement in Public Administration 

POLI 533 Administrative Ethics

POLI 534 Public Service Leadership

POLI 551 Managing Economic and Community Development

POLI 552 Municipal Organization and Management

POLI 561 Sustainable Development and Globalization in Public Administration

POLI 592 Special Topics in Public Administration 

POLI 598 Internship: Public Administration

INTERNSHIP:

Students with a bachelor’s degree and no professional work experience must

complete a 6 credit hour internship in addition to the requirements listed above.

           (6) 

NOTE:  Internship (598), directed study or research (503 and 502), and special topics (592) in political science credits may be applied to the four elective courses and other concentration requirements only if they are related to the student’s concentration.  This determination is made by the MPA Coordinator.







Total minimum credits:



39

MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
(No Concentration)
(Introduction ????)

CORE COURSES









CREDITS

POLI 501 Introduction to Public Institutions and Administration




3
POLI 510 Introduction to Research in Public Administration 




3

POLI 511 Program Evaluation and Policy Analysis 






3


POLI 521 Public Finance









3


POLI 531 Public Personnel









3

POLI 532 Organizational Theory and Behavior for Public and Non-Profit Institutions

3

POLI 541 Legislative-Executive Relations

  or

  POLI 542 Administrative Law and Regulations






3

POLI 591 Capstone Seminar in Public Administration 





3

ELECTIVES









          

15


As part of the 15 credits required in electives, each student must take three 

one credit professional development modules (POLI 506 Public Administration Module)
The remaining 12 credits in electives must be selected, with advisor approval, from the 

500 level Political Science (POLI) course offerings.

INTERNSHIP:

Students with a bachelor’s degree and no professional work experience must 

complete a 6 credit hour internship in addition to the requirements above.

                         (6)
NOTE:  Internship (598), directed study or research (503 and 502), and special topics (592) in political science credits may be applied to the four elective courses and other concentration requirements only if they are related to the student’s concentration.  This determination is made by the MPA Coordinator.






Total minimum credits:


        
            39


Updated 3-28-07
07/08-011R (revised)





	Replace three current MPA concentrations with two new concentrations:  Sustainable Community Development and Civic and Nonprofit Leadership and Administration and increase the number of electives required in the concentration area.








													





The Master of Public Administration (MPA) Program currently advertises three concentrations:  Financial Administration; Municipal and Regional Development and Management; and Nonprofit Administration.  The Political Science Department seeks to replace the old concentrations with two new concentrations:  Sustainable Community Development and Civic and Nonprofit Leadership and Administration.  We also seek to increase from three to four the number of electives that must be taken in the student’s concentration area.  The new concentrations subsume the previous concentrations and better reflect developments in the field over the last ten years.  Furthermore, the proposed concentrations better serve the emerging needs of the communities we serve and place the BSC MPA program – and its graduates -- solidly on the leading edge of other programs across the nation.  The proposal aligns current and new electives with the new concentrations AND with accreditation standards.





Please see the three attached documents:  the two new concentrations and the listing for no concentration (a.k.a. “generalist”).  We’re working with the Registrar’s Office to polish the catalog language.





The MPA program seeks accreditation from the National Association of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration (NASPAA), the official accrediting body for graduate programs in public affairs, public policy, and public administration.  In Massachusetts, only three schools have been accredited – thus far, all have been private university programs (Kennedy School @ Harvard, Suffolk, and Northeastern).  Following a site-visit in March 2007, NASPAA elected to defer a decision on accreditation until the MPA program had addressed several issues, including alignment of the program offerings with the concentrations.  Upon further review, we found that, indeed, the course content had advanced to reflect the current and future needs of our students’ education, but the concentration titles had not.  Moreover, we propose to increase from three to four the number of elective courses that must be taken in the student’s concentration.  This change makes sense and also aligns our MPA program more closely with NASPAA standards and guidelines.





The proposed changes achieve proper alignment for the time being.  We anticipate further refinement as time goes on, but this proposal suffices.
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