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(for internal use only)

Bridgewater State College Governance

New Graduate Course Proposal Form

Please read the complete instructions http://www.bridgew.edu/GEC/instructions.cfm for important details on making a proposal.

General Information


Course Prefix & Number:


Course Title:


Department/Program:


Credit Hours:


Estimated Enrollment:


Course Level:




Undergraduate/Graduate (400 level courses only)






X
Graduate

Course Type:




Lecture


Laboratory

√ Please check all 



Internship


Practicum

   that apply & specify



Direct Study


Studio

   if necessary



X
Seminar


Other

Course Serves As:



A free elective

√ Please check all  


X
A program requirement

   that apply & specify



A concentration requirement 

   if necessary




A cognate requirement







Other:

If this course amends program requirements, also complete a Cover Page for Unclassified Requests (Graduate) form.

Course Prerequisites - Please specify any course prerequisites for the new course, specifying prerequisite course prefixes, numbers, and titles.  Also, please note if written consent and/or matriculation in a program is required.  If none is required, state “none.”

Prerequisite: INST 590 and acceptance into the Master’s degree of education in Instructional Technology program, satisfactory completion of program requirements, an approval from the Bridgewater State College Institutional Review Board (IRB), and consent of the instructional technology coordinator. 
Course Description – Please describe the course exactly as it will appear in the college catalog.  Please check for complete sentences and grammatical errors as this description will appear in print exactly as it appears below.

Course description: Effective leadership in Instructional Technology requires the ability to make research-based decisions. In this course, students will “learn by doing” as each student completes an original research study on a topic of current relevance identified during the INST 590 research design. Students will grapple with the challenges and complexities of real-life data collection and analysis, discover the limitations of their research, and develop the research writing skills required to convey their findings and implications to stakeholders in a clear, concise manner. 
Impact on Other Programs - If the proposed new course will affect other courses or programs, please specify what will be affected and please signify that approval has been granted by all affected parties.  If none are affected, state “none.”

None.
Course Justification – Please describe the rational for this new course.

Since the Instructional Technology M.Ed. program was first established, there has been agreement among faculty and students that INST 596 Clinical Experience tries to accomplish too much. In this course, students were required to complete an original research study, a practicum involving 150 or 300 clock-hours in elementary and secondary schools, and create a professional portfolio documenting their progress toward state and national standards. In recent years, the Massachusetts Department of Education has revised teacher licensure requirements so that students who are already licensed teachers no longer need a practicum experience to apply for licensure as an Instructional Technology (IT) teacher. At the same time, the DOE no longer requires completion of a master’s degree for initial IT licensure, which opens up the potential for students to apply for licensure partway through their program of study. 

By moving the research study and professional portfolio requirements out of INST 596 and into this new course, we will accomplish the following:

· Students seeking first-time teacher licensure, who are still required to complete a practicum experience, will be able to take INST 596 Clinical Experience earlier in their program of study. These students will then be eligible to apply for an initial level IT Teacher license after 21 graduate credits.
· Students who seek the M.Ed. program will finish their research project in INST 595 Advance Research Seminar.

Course Syllabus Draft – Please attach and send with this completed form a draft of a syllabus for this new course.  Please be sure to specify what topics will be covered, how student learning will be assessed, and what course outcomes you expect.

Note:  

A. If a course may be taken more than once, indicate the number of times and/or maximum credit.

B. Do not reuse course numbers.  Contact the Associate Registrar.  For general information, please see “Governance Proposal Guidelines (Graduate).

C. All proposals from the departments of the School of Education and Allied Studies must be approved by the SEAS Leadership Committee before being submitted to GEC.

I certify that my department has approved this new course:


Chairperson or Program Coordinator:  ____________________________  Date:  __________________

Bridgewater State College

Graduate School of Education

Instructional Technology Program 

INST 595 Advanced Research Seminar

3 Graduate Credits

Course description: Effective leadership in Instructional Technology requires the ability to make research-based decisions. In this course, students will “learn by doing” as each student completes an original research study on a topic of current relevance identified during the INST 590 research design. Students will grapple with the challenges and complexities of real-life data collection and analysis, discover the limitations of their research, and develop the research writing skills required to convey their findings and implications to stakeholders in a clear, concise manner. 

Prerequisite: INST 590 and acceptance and retention in the Professional Education Program, satisfactory completion of program requirements, and an approval from the Bridgewater State College Institutional Review Board (IRB). 
Outcomes: Successful completion of INST 595 requires that the student complete all phases of an original research study on a topic of current relevance to the field of Instructional Technology. After having developed the research proposal and an approval from the Bridgewater State College Institutional Review Board (IRB) in INST 590, the student will:

1. Adhere to all conditions included in the proposal as approved by the BSC-IRB. This includes distribution and collection of informed consent forms, collection and storage of data, provisions regarding participant anonymity, and reporting procedures.

2. Collect data according to the approved research design.

3. Make any revisions necessary as the research is implemented and, if necessary, obtain IRB approval for the revisions.

4. Analyze the data collected in using rigorous and accepted methods that best fit the research question or hypothesis.

5. Identify the limitations of the study. 
6. Suggest topics for further research, as indicated by the data collected in this study.

7. Prepare a written report on the research results and implications for professional practice in a clear and concise fashion.

8. Develop a concise visual presentation of the research study, results and implications to be shared with professional peers and other stakeholders.
9. Participate in all INST 595 seminar meetings and online discussions.
10. Update professional portfolio to reflect competencies developed in INST 595. 
Course requirements:

· Seminar meetings: In order to provide students with both instructor and peer support, seminar meetings will be held on dates listed above. In addition, each student is responsible for scheduling an individual conference with the instructor. The conference may be in person, online or via telephone. Students are expected to come prepared to discuss any obstacles they have encountered in implementing their research projects. The instructor will provide instruction on particular data collection, analysis and reporting methods and may assign specific discussion questions and/or course readings prior to each of these meetings. Any updates regarding work to be completed prior to a seminar meeting and/or logistics of the meeting will be posted as announcements on the INST 595 Blackboard website.

· Research project: Each student is required to carry out a practical “on-the-job” application of the research project proposed in INST 590. Each student must provide for the INST 595 instructor (if different from INST 590 or instructor) a complete copy of the final research proposal completed in INST 590. In addition, the student must provide for the INST 595 instructor a complete copy of the IRB application and approval letter for the project. (If the student is assigned to the same instructor for both INST 590 and INST 595, it is assumed that the instructor will already have these documents from INST 590.) Approval of the project by the INST 595 instructor is required before the project can begin. In some instances, the INST 595 instructor may require that the student make modifications to the project, either at the outset of the data collection phase or as the project progresses. 

· For the research project to be considered complete, it must be presented to the INST 595 instructor in written form or recorded and documented in some other format that has been approved in advance by the instructor. In order to receive a Master of Education in Instructional Technology, the student must successfully complete a comprehensive examination that includes:

1. A presentation and explanation of the completed research project.

2. Responses to general instructional technology knowledge questions before a faculty panel consisting of the program coordinator and two professors. (At least one member of the panel must be a full-time faculty member teaching in the IT program or a closely related field.)

· Online discussion: In place of a weekly journal reflection, students will participate in a structured online discussion. Each week, a discussion question directly related to the different phases of data collection and analysis will be posted on the INST 595 Blackboard discussion board. Each student must contribute to the discussion by the specified due date. A student’s contribution may consist of a response to the original question or comments on another student’s response. In addition, students are encouraged to use this space to raise questions or problems they are encountering in their own research. Students are reminded to supply a specific subject heading for each message they post. The clearer the subject headings, the more useful and efficient the discussion is for everyone. 

Evaluation: Evaluation is based on successful completion and presentation of the research project proposed in INST 590. An assessment rubric for the research paper will be provided.

Timeline and file names: Below is a timeline indicating the due date and file name to be used for each assignment. This name must be used when you save the file on your computer, as well as when you send it to the instructor via the digital drop box. Even if you type the specified name into the space provided on the digital drop box, the instructor would receive it as mypaper.doc, firstdraft.doc, or whatever other file name you have used to save the assignment. 

	Assignment/activity

	Begin project implementation & data collection, provided you have IRB approval.

	Seminar meeting

Graduation & comps forms to be completed (forms to be provided by INST 595 instructor)

Data collection questions/problems



	Target date for completion of data collection

	Data analysis methods & problems (continued online via BB discussion board)

Individual student conferences: each student may schedule (by email) phone or on-campus conference to take place during this time. Purpose is to address specific issues student is encountering in data analysis.

	Seminar meeting

Data collection/analysis questions & problems (come prepared with your questions)

Eportfolio questions & problems



	Chapter 4 draft due; use file name: Your surname ch4 draft1

Note: This is an ambitious schedule, but it is important to keep up with the data analysis in order to meet the comprehensive exam deadline. Turn in whatever you have done at this point, rather than holding off until it is near-perfect.

	Revision of Chapter 4 &  PowerPoint presentation draft due; use file names: Your surname ch4 draft2 and Your surname pp draft1

	Seminar meeting

Final paper & PowerPoint due; use file names: Your surname paper final and Your surname ppt final

Final revisions, questions, problems

Present ppt to class

Comps process; practice comps questions

	Online project presentation (IT comprehensive examination) (see Blackboard course documents for details of comprehensive exam process)

	Comps revisions due (where applicable)


* Pending on GEC approval
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