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Date: 12 December 2007


To:
Graduate Education Council

From:
Dr. Kevin D. Curry

Program or administrative unit:


Department:  Biology
Re: 
Unclassified Proposal
Attached, please find an unclassified proposal to [Minimum Grade for Biology MAT Courses].  

If this request applies to more than one course, list all courses affected.
I understand that I will be notified of the meeting when this proposal will be reviewed and that I or a knowledgeable program representative should attend the meeting to answer questions.

Thank you. 










Tracking:  #












(for internal use only)
Bridgewater State College Governance
Unclassified Proposal Form (Graduate)

Please read the complete instructions http://www.bridgew.edu/GEC/instructions.cfm for important details on making a proposal.


Title: 















(please give your request a brief descriptive title)  
Summary of request:



[image: image2]
Justification:
[image: image3]
Reminder:  For all new program approvals, each new course proposal must also be submitted, at the same time, using New Graduate Course Proposal form.

All proposals must be approved by the graduate program coordinator and academic department chair; or administrator.

I certify that my department/administrative unit has approved this unclassified request (type appropriate names in spaces below):


Graduate Coordinator:       _____John C. Jahoda________________ 


Department Chairperson:   _____Kevin D. Curry_______________

Administrator:                    _________________________________

All programs from the departments of the School of Education and Allied Studies which lead to Massachusetts Department of Education Educator License should be reviewed by the School of Education and Allied Studies Leadership team prior to submission to the GEC.



SEAS Approval:   

Yes

NO

Updated 3-28-07
07/08-G026





Minimum Grade for Biology MAT Courses													











													





The department of biological sciences wants to establish a minimum grade of B- for all Biology courses taken as part of the MAT in Biology.   This will bring our program in line with minimum grades accepted in graduate programs in biology at other universities around the country.











The minimum acceptable grade for a graduate course at universities in New England and across the country is typically B.  UMass Amherst and UMass Boston will only accept transfer courses into their graduate programs if the grade is B or higher.  Tufts University will only accept a grade of B- and a grade of C + or lower is considered failing at the University of Rhode Island.   The Biology Department believes that our graduate program should be on the same academic level as area universities particularly in view of the current efforts of our administration to have our institution become a teaching university.  This will allow our graduate students to be able to transfer courses at Bridgewater to other graduate institutions and have the credits accepted as well as keeping our standards in line with area universities.
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