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Date:
January 29, 2008
To:
Graduate Education Council

From:
Ken Dobush

Program: Initial License and M.Ed. Programs

Department: Special Education and Communication Disorders
Re: 
New Course Proposal (amended February 6, 2008)
Attached, please find a proposal for a new course SPED509: Teaching Reading to Learners with Disabilities.
I understand that I will be notified of the meeting when this proposal will be reviewed and that I or a knowledgeable program representative should attend the meeting to answer questions.

Thank you. 











 Tracking #  



(for internal use only)

Bridgewater State College Governance

New Graduate Course Proposal Form

Please read the complete instructions http://www.bridgew.edu/GEC/instructions.cfm for important details on making a proposal.

General Information


Course Prefix & Number:

Course Title:

Department:

Program:


Credit Hours:


Estimated Enrollment:


Expected Implementation Date:   X
Fall 
    Spring    
   Summer

Has the proposed course run as a Special Topics or an Experimental course?  __X_ Y  ___ N

Course Repeat Policy:


X  This course is repeatable up to ___0___ times






  This course is repeatable up to ______ credits

Course Level:




Undergraduate/Graduate (400 level courses only)






X
Graduate

Course Type:



X
Lecture


Laboratory

√ Please check all 



Internship


Practicum

   that apply & specify



Direct Study


Studio

   if necessary




Seminar


Other

Course Serves As:



A free elective

√ Please check all  


X
A program requirement
   that apply & specify



A concentration requirement 
   if necessary




A cognate requirement






Other:

Grade Mode:



X  Standard






  Pass(P)/No Pass(N)






  Satisfactory(S)/Unsatisfactory(U)

Course Prerequisites - Please specify any course prerequisites for the new course, specifying prerequisite course prefixes, numbers, and titles.  Also, please note if written consent and/or matriculation in a program is required.  If none is required, state “none.”

SPED 202 or SPED 510 and admission to the Professional Education Program

Course Description – Please describe the course exactly as it will appear in the college catalog.  Please check for complete sentences and grammatical errors as this description will appear in print exactly as it appears below.

This course will investigate the etiology of Reading Disabilities: physical, cultural and environmental.  The Literacy Continuum and specific language programs will be analyzed.  Effective commercially available reading programs and research based instructional strategies that are useful for teaching students with reading disabilities will be emphasized.

Impact on Other Programs - If the proposed new course will affect other courses or programs, please specify what will be affected and please signify that approval has been granted by all affected parties.  If none are affected, state “none.”
This course will be a graduate alternative to the current required course SPED 402 Children with Reading Disability: Diagnosis and Teaching Strategies. 
For changes under Program Requirements for these programs:

POSTBACCALAUREATE PROGRAM – TEACHER OF STUDENTS WITH MODERATE DISABILITIES (PREK-8, 5-12) (INITIAL LICENSURE) and
 MASTER OF EDUCATION IN SPECIAL EDUCATION MODERATE DISABILITIES (PREK-8 OR 5-12) (INITIAL LICENSURE)
The new wording will be

 c. complete SPED 402 Children with Reading Disabilities or SPED 509 Teaching Reading to Learners with Disabilities (or equivalent).

For changes under Program Requirements for these programs:

 
POSTBACCALAUREATE PROGRAM – TEACHER OF STUDENTS WITH SEVERE DISABILITIES (ALL LEVELS) (INITIAL LICENSURE) and
 MASTER OF EDUCATION IN SPECIAL EDUCATION SEVERE DISABILITIES (ALL LEVELS) (INITIAL LICENSURE)
The new wording will be

b.) Candidates must complete SPED 402 Children with Reading Disabilities or SPED 509 Teaching Reading to Learners with Disabilities (or equivalent) prior to enrollment in SPED 524.

All affected parties have signified their approval.

Course Rationale – Please describe the justification for this new course.  For example justification might include: licensure prerequisite, accreditation, department or program curriculum revisions. 
The currently required course is an undergraduate level course. By offering a graduate version, it can be scheduled for the evening, when most graduate students are available. Also, as a graduate level course, the experience and backgrounds of the students taking it can be taken into account.
Course Syllabus  – Please attach and send with this completed form the proposed syllabus for this new course.  Please be sure to specify what topics will be covered, how student learning will be assessed, and what course outcomes you expect.
Note:  

· Do not reuse course numbers.  (Further information is available from the Associate Registrar.)  For general information, please see Graduate Education Council guideline web page.  (www.bridgew.edu/GEC/guidelines.cfm)
All proposals must be approved by the graduate program coordinator and academic department chair.

I certify that my department has approved this new course (type appropriate names in spaces below):

Graduate Coordinator:        _________Ken Dobush______________


Department Chairperson:   __________Lisa Battaglino_____________________  

All programs from the departments of the School of Education and Allied Studies which lead to Massachusetts Department of Education Educator License should be reviewed by the School of Education and Allied Studies Leadership team prior to submission to the GEC.



SEAS Approval:  
          Yes 

No
Syllabus

SPED509: Teaching Reading to Learners with Disabilities
Course Description:

This course will investigate the etiology of Reading Disabilities: physical, cultural and environmental.  The Literacy Continuum and specific language programs will be analyzed.  Effective commercially available reading programs and research based instructional strategies that are useful for teaching students with reading disabilities will be emphasized.

Field Experience Requirement: 

During this 20 hour field experience the teacher candidate works with a student experiencing reading difficulties and administers age appropriate informal reading assessments. The purpose of this experience is for the student to learn how to record and interpret the results of informal reading assessments, and to develop reading lesson plans appropriate to meet the needs of students with special needs.

Prerequisite:

Admission to a Special Education Initial Licensure Program.

Text:

Required Textbook:

 Gunning, Thomas G. (2008). Creating Reading Instruction for All Children, 6th edition. Allyn and Bacon.

Fox, Barbara J & Hull, Marion (2003). Phonics for the Reading Teacher, 9th edition. Merrill Prentice Hall

Shanker, Alfred (2002). Locating and correcting reading difficulties, 8th edition. Merrill Prentice Hall.

Massachusetts State Curriculum Frameworks: English Language Arts. Retrieved October 24, 2007 from http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/current.html 

Appropriate selections from journals, research, etc.

Web Sites:

http://reading.org
http://cec.org
http://readingonline.org
Major Topics for this course are:

· Definition of Literacy, Foundational overview of reading/literacy, historical influences 

· No Child Left Behind and current trends/ debates

· Identify concepts of print and the alphabetic principle

· Assessing and supporting phonological awareness, phonemic awareness and phonics

· Assessing and supporting analysis skills

· Assessing and supporting vocabulary development 

· Assessing and supporting Fluency Skills

· Assessing and supporting Listening and Reading Comprehension Skills; Schema Theory, Situational Models

· Comprehension strategies: literary/narrative text

· Comprehension Strategies: reading in the content areas; expository/informational text

· Diversity: Teaching and Assessing Reading in second language learners, students with diagnosed reading disabilities, students with sensory disabilities 

· Instructional implications of research in Special Education, psychology, and the impact on students with special needs. 

· Reading Programs and Approaches, instructional interventions for students with limited English proficiency

· Writing instruction for students with exceptional learning needs

General Course Information:

· All students are expected to have an email address and a Blackboard account. If you need technical support, please contact the HELP desk. Students are responsible for checking their blackboard account weekly before coming to class for announcements and information. There are helpful links posted on the site that may be of use throughout the class.

· All papers must be word-processed, double-spaced and free from spelling and grammar inaccuracies. Do not use plastic covers for the pages of any assignments. Grading will be based on organization and quality of articulation/expression as well as content. A rubric for each assignment will be given. Please use this as the coversheet. 

· Assignments are due on or before the due date. No late assignments will be accepted unless PRIOR arrangements are made with the professor.

· Cell phones, pagers and the like need to be turned off during class. If there is an emergency situation you need to discuss arrangements with me before class.

· As the Assessment Project may be used in your Electronic Portfolio (if you are a matriculating student) I advise you to keep the electronic version of this and all documents you generate during this class.

Grading:

Grading will be based on a combination of rubrics and standard grading practices. A rubric will be provided with each assignment as it is discussed in class prior to your starting work on the assignment. The total points from all assignment rubrics plus your class participation and test points will be your final grade.

Assignments:

Class participation, weekly assignments and activities

15 points

As class participation is such an important part of your grade you are expected to be in class and actively participate. This meant that you must TALK and share relevant experiences and insights. Many weeks there will be a short assignment along with the readings. You are expected complete these and share your findings.

Absences in excess of 2 classes or 5 hours will result in a failing grade. You are responsible for the information and assignments missed while absent.

The web quizzes for this text need to be completed for specific chapters….             

Chapters 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. Results are emailed to the instructor. Quizzes must be mailed by the beginning of class, on the day the chapter is due, for you to receive credit for it.

Quizzes are available at this website: http://wps.ablongman.com/ab_gunning_creating_5 

Test- phonemic awareness/phonics





15 points

Pass this test with a minimum grade of 80% in order to pass the course. Retakes will be given as necessary. Final points (of the 15) will be decided by averaging together the retakes as well as the original.

Book Bag Assignment







10 points

Construct a home/family connection “bookbag” for the family of a young student. Specifics for this assignment will be explained in class.
Assessment and Instructional Plans




25 + 5 points

Perform a battery of informal tests with a particular student and use information to determine areas of strength and weakness and make recommendations for intervention. Then develop 5 lesson plans that address the specific needs of the student. A specific format will be used that references student assessment findings, MA Curriculum Frameworks and Curriculum Guidelines.

Special Education Reading Programs





15 points

Prepare a presentation that draws a comparison between a traditional Literature based program and a Direct Instruction Program that is in general use in Special Education Classrooms. Students will present the current research on how these programs fit into the concept of “Best Practice” and draw parallels between this information and the readings of the semester.

Course Schedule (tentative)



overview of course-requirements assignments,






Phonemic Awareness and Phonics



Decoding- Phonemic Awareness, phonics



ch4.& Hull



Decoding-syllables, derivational




chap 4
& Hull



Literacy continuum- emergent and early literacy


PA/Phonics 












Test-

 
Literacy Continuum 






Chap1, 2 &3*

Evaluation









Evaluation & Building Vocabulary




chapter  5



Comprehension






chapter 6

            Comprehension




         

 Chapter 7











Book Bag



 Comprehension- reading in the content areas

 
Chap 8 



 Reading Programs and Approaches 



Group work
 MA Curriculum Frameworks





chapter 10



 Diversity-adaptations





chapter 12











Assessment Due


 Literature







chap 9


  Writing







chap 11








Lesson Plans Due



 Final Exam
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Initial Licensure and M.Ed. Teacher of Students with Moderate or Severe Disabilities, all levels.
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