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Date:
January 10, 2009


To:
Graduate Education Council

From:
Dr. Wendy Haynes

Program or administrative unit:  MPA Program

Department:  Political Science
Re: 
Unclassified Proposal
Attached, please find an unclassified proposal to require that students who elect to declare a concentration in the MPA Program be required to take a foundations course as part of their 12-credit electives in the concentration area.
I understand that I will be notified of the meeting when this proposal will be reviewed and that I or a knowledgeable program representative should attend the meeting to answer questions.

Thank you. 
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(for internal use only)
Bridgewater State College Governance
Unclassified Proposal Form (Graduate)

Please read the complete instructions http://www.bridgew.edu/GEC/instructions.cfm for important details on making a proposal.


Title: 

















(please give your request a brief descriptive title)  
Summary of request:
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Justification:
[image: image3]
Reminder:  For all new program approvals, each new course proposal must also be submitted, at the same time, using New Graduate Course Proposal form.

All proposals must be approved by the graduate program coordinator and academic department chair; or administrator.

I certify that my department/administrative unit has approved this unclassified request (type appropriate names in spaces below):


Graduate Coordinator:       Dr. Wendy Haynes 


Department Chairperson:   Dr. George Serra

Administrator:                    N/A
All programs from the departments of the School of Education and Allied Studies which lead to Massachusetts Department of Education Educator License should be reviewed by the School of Education and Allied Studies Leadership team prior to submission to the GEC.



SEAS Approval:   

Yes

NO

Updated 3-28-07
08/09-G075





Requirement that students in each MPA concentration complete the relevant foundational course.											











													





Students in the Civic and Nonprofit Leadership and Administration (CNLA) concentration are required to complete POLI 571 (Foundations of Civic and Nonprofit Theory and Administration) as part of the 12-credit elective requirement for the concentration.





Students in the Sustainable Community Development (SCD) concentration are required to complete POLI 561 (Foundations of Sustainability and Sustainable Development) as part of the 12-credit elective requirement for the concentration.





In its interim response to the MPA program’s self-study report for accreditation, NASPAA’s accrediting body (COPRA) raised questions about whether the wide array of electives available to students who declared a concentration would meet the specific learning objectives for the concentration area.  We concurred with their concerns and have our department’s support for changing the titles of the so-called introductory courses to each concentration to reflect the foundational nature of the course (see related minor change request) and to require students to take the relevant foundational course for the concentration they declare.





We will over the next year examine the concentration offerings to see if additional required courses make sense.  For the time being, however, we believe this new requirement begins to address the very legitimate issues COPRA raised.
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