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Date:
January 10, 2009 (Resubmitted:  February 18, 2009)
To:
Graduate Education Council

From:
Wendy Haynes

Program or administrative unit:  MPA Program

Department:  Political Science Department
Re: 
Unclassified Proposal
Attached, please find an unclassified proposal to require that MPA students take at least two of their three one-credit modules in the area of information management, technology applications and policy.

If this request applies to more than one course, list all courses affected.
I understand that I will be notified of the meeting when this proposal will be reviewed and that I or a knowledgeable program representative should attend the meeting to answer questions.

Thank you. 










Tracking:  #












(for internal use only)
Bridgewater State College Governance
Unclassified Proposal Form (Graduate)

Please read the complete instructions http://www.bridgew.edu/GEC/instructions.cfm for important details on making a proposal.


Title: 

















(please give your request a brief descriptive title)  
Summary of request:


 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Justification: SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Reminder:  For all new program approvals, each new course proposal must also be submitted, at the same time, using New Graduate Course Proposal form.

All proposals must be approved by the graduate program coordinator and academic department chair; or administrator.

I certify that my department/administrative unit has approved this unclassified request (type appropriate names in spaces below):


Graduate Coordinator:        Dr. Wendy Haynes 


Department Chairperson:   Dr. George Serra

Administrator:                    N/A
All programs from the departments of the School of Education and Allied Studies which lead to Massachusetts Department of Education Educator License should be reviewed by the School of Education and Allied Studies Leadership team prior to submission to the GEC.



SEAS Approval:   

Yes

NO

Updated 3-28-07
08/09-G076R





Change in topical area requirement for one-credit modules in the MPA Program.						











													





MPA students must take at least two of their three one-credit module requirement in the topical area of information management, technology applications and policy.





Our accrediting body – NASPAA (National Association of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration) – has developed a relatively new competency requirement under the curriculum development standard:  “information management, technology applications and policy” (a.k.a. IMTAP).  Requiring that students take at least two of the three one-credit skill-building modules (already required under current policy) provides a fairly straightforward way of meeting NASPAA’s standards.





We regard this as a stop-gap measure to meet the needs of our students and the NASPAA standards.  We want to be able to demonstrate to NASPAA during the 2009 site visit that we have a plan in place.  The first phase involves the module requirement.  During the second (parallel) phase, we will be examining our syllabi and designing course segments that integrate IMTAP into the core and elective course where it makes sense.  When we have completed that task and have cycled through the core course offerings with the new segments in place, we will revisit the proposed module-topic requirement.





We want to reserve the prerogative to revert to the more flexible module requirement now in place, which permits students to select whichever three modules work best for their purposes.  Our highest priority, however, is to ensure adequate coverage in the area of IMTAP.  We believe it is best to handle that by integrating it fully into the curriculum, similar to the way we handled administrative ethics.  But that takes a good deal of curriculum development and we need time to do that well.  The two-of-three modules requirement buys us that time.  





Our recommendation for new college catalog course description language for POLI 506 has been submitted as a separate minor change proposal.  In addition, the college catalog under the 15 credit elective requirement for the program and after the statement “[a]s part of the 15 credits required in electives, each student must take three one-credit professional development modules (POLI 506 Public Administration Module), the Registrar’s Office should insert this sentence:  “At least two of the three modules must address elements of information management, technology applications and policy.”  Note that the module requirement appears several times in the catalog and, for the sake of clarity, the Registrar’s Office may elect to add that sentence throughout the description of the MPA program.
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