
[image: image1.png]BRIDGEWATER
STATE COLLE





Date:
[February 18, 2009]


To:
Graduate Education Council

From:
[Michael M. Kocet, Ph.D.]


Program or administrative unit: School Counseling

Department: Counselor Education
Re: 
Unclassified Proposal: Culminating Experience – School Counseling Program PreK-8
Attached, please find an unclassified proposal to remove the ‘Comprehensive Examinations’ language from the current catalogue and program requirements and insert ‘Culminating Experience’ language in its place.  

If this request applies to more than one course, list all courses affected.
I understand that I will be notified of the meeting when this proposal will be reviewed and that I or a knowledgeable program representative should attend the meeting to answer questions.

Thank you. 










Tracking:  #












(for internal use only)
Bridgewater State College Governance
Unclassified Proposal Form (Graduate)

Please read the complete instructions http://www.bridgew.edu/GEC/instructions.cfm for important details on making a proposal.


Title: 

















(please give your request a brief descriptive title)  
Summary of request:
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Justification:
[image: image3]
Reminder:  For all new program approvals, each new course proposal must also be submitted, at the same time, using New Graduate Course Proposal form.

All proposals must be approved by the graduate program coordinator and academic department chair; or administrator.

I certify that my department/administrative unit has approved this unclassified request (type appropriate names in spaces below):


Graduate Coordinator:       _________________________________ 


Department Chairperson:   _________________________________

Administrator:                    _________________________________

All programs from the departments of the School of Education and Allied Studies which lead to Massachusetts Department of Education Educator License should be reviewed by the School of Education and Allied Studies Leadership team prior to submission to the GEC.



SEAS Approval:   

Yes

NO

Updated 3-28-07
School Counseling (PreK-8)

The Master’s degree program in School Counseling is an accredited program through the national accrediting body, The Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP).  This 51credit program is for those seeking initial licensure as a School Counselor (PreK-8) in the state of Massachusetts by the Department of Education.   Students will need to meet the Massachusetts Department of Education regulations, which are in effect at the time of your anticipated graduation.  Therefore, this working document is based on current regulations.  As these regulations may change at any time, it is the student’s responsibility to keep abreast of any changes.  Students are responsible to insure that their program of study meets regulations at the time they apply for licensure.  Please check your program specific Blackboard site: VC260-01 M.Ed. in Counseling – School Counseling for updates and changes in Department of Education regulations.  Contact the Educator Licensure Office (508-531-1228) if you have questions or would like more information regarding licensure.  Since course offerings depend upon factors such as student enrollment, course offerings may change.  It is the student’s responsibility to check Blackboard and with their advisor to modify this plan as course offerings change.
General Counseling: Core Courses

______ 
CNGC528*
Counseling and Development (3 credits)

______ 
CNGC529*
Multicultural Counseling (3 credits) 

______ 
CNGC500*
Research and Evaluation (3 credits)

______
CNGC538
Group I: Theory and Practice of Group Interaction (3 credits)

Prerequisites: CNGC 528

______
CNGC520
Group Experience (Pass/No Pass – 0 credits) 

______
CNGC539
Introduction to Career Counseling (3 credits)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

School Counseling: Core Courses

______  CNSG 516
Foundations of School Counseling (3 credits)  Prerequisite: CNGC 528
______  CNSG 515            Ethical and Legal Issues for the School Counselor (3 credits)

______
CNSG523
The School Counselor: Psychological Development and Clinical Issues (3 credits)

______ 
CNSG524
Applied School Counseling (3 credits) Prerequisites: CNSG 516 and CNGC 528

______  CNSG 526
Consultation and Collaboration for School Counselors (3 credits)

School Counseling Fieldwork:

______
CNSG570
Advanced Applied Counseling - School Counselor:  (PreK-8)

(100 hours; 3 credits) Prerequisites:  CNGC 528, CNSG 516, CNSG 524, CNGC 520, and an application approved by the Director of Fieldwork and Training

______  CNSG 571
Practicum:  School Counselor (PreK-8) (Total of 600 hours; 12 credits**)  

Prerequisite: CNGC 529, CNSG 515, CNSG 523, CNSG580 and an application approved by the Director of Fieldwork and Training

Six Credits of Electives (at the 500 level or above) 

______ ______

1. _________________________________________
_____  ______

2.  _________________________________________




Comprehensive Exam _________________________

*To be taken within the first 15 credits.

**Students would meet with their advisor to plan their fieldwork experience.  Students would need to complete their 600 hours of fieldwork in a minimum of two semesters and a maximum of four semesters.  Students may work 10-30 hours per 15 week semester and will register for 3 credits for each 150 hours of fieldwork they will complete that semester.  For example, 10 hours per week/150 total hours = 3 credits; 20 hours per week/300 total hours = 6 credits; 30 hours per week/450 total hours = 9 credits. Students must attend a clinical seminar each semester they are involved in field experience.
This program is for students admitted after May 1, 2009.

Graduate Program Proposal
Students' Name: ______________________________________________________
Banner ID Number: ___________________________________________________
Graduate Program: 
___ M.Ed. Mental Health Counseling




___ M. Ed. Mental Health Counseling – Dual License



___ CAGS Mental Health Counseling



___ M.Ed. School Counseling



___ Post Master's Certificate in School Counseling



___ M.Ed. Student Affairs Counseling
Date of Acceptance: __________________________________________________
Advisor: ____________________________________________________________
Transfer Credit: Course # & Title

Date 

College
1. ________________________________________________


2. ________________________________________________


3. ________________________________________________


4. ________________________________________________
Culminating Experience:  ___ CPCE  ___ Thesis ___ Portfolio
Signature of Graduate Student: ___________________________________________


Date: ____________________________________________________
Signature of Advisor: ___________________________________________________


Date: ____________________________________________________

08/09-G147R





Capstone Experience School Counseling Program  PreK-8								











													





To replace current language on Comprehensive Examinations with new language on Capstone Experience.





Language to be removed:


Comprehensive Examinations


Written comprehensive examinations are administered in November and March. The examination, which requires integrat�ing theory and practice in the student’s matriculated counselor education program, is taken during the student’s fieldwork experience. Previous examinations are on the various counseling programs Blackboard sites.





Language to be added:


Culminating Experience


As part of the graduation requirement in the department, students are expected to complete a Capstone Experience which is overseen by members of the Counselor Education faculty. The Capstone Experience focuses on students’ ability to integrate counseling and development theory into direct practice. Through the capstone experience, students will demonstrate the counseling competencies that align with current CACREP standards (Council for the Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs), as well as standards that align within respective programs of study. Students will have the choice of (a) a master’s thesis, (b) taking the CPCE Exam (Counselor Preparation Comprehensive Examination), or (c) a Professional Portfolio. Students completing a master’s thesis must follow the guidelines established by the School of Graduate Studies. Students who are considering pursuing future doctoral studies are especially encouraged to select the master’s thesis option. 


Students who do not successfully pass their capstone experience have one additional time to retake the exam or provide a revision of the portfolio or thesis project pending successful completion of a remediation plan with a faculty advisor. 








The Department of Counselor Education is phasing out the traditional Comprehensive Examination essay question format. The counselor education faculty recognize the diverse learning styles of our graduate students and believe it is pedagogically sound to offer multiple forms of culminating experiences that best fit students’ academic program and learning needs. Students will have three options to choose from regarding completion of a Culminating Experience: (a) a master’s thesis, (b) taking the CPCE – the national counselor education comprehensive exam administered by the National Board of Certified Counselors), or (c) a professional portfolio. We would like to remove the current language referencing Comprehensive Exams to a more inclusive Culminating Experience. The option of the CPCE exam and the master’s thesis option will go into effect immediately. The final phase of the Professional Portfolio option will go into effect Fall 2010. 
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