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Date:
May 1, 2009


To:
Graduate Education Council

From:
William Smith

Program or administrative unit:  School of Graduate Studies

Department:

Re: 
Unclassified Proposal
Attached, please find an unclassified proposal to establish a graduate certificate program in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL).  

If this request applies to more than one course, list all courses affected.
I understand that I will be notified of the meeting when this proposal will be reviewed and that I or a knowledgeable program representative should attend the meeting to answer questions.

Thank you. 
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(for internal use only)
Bridgewater State College Governance
Unclassified Proposal Form (Graduate)

Please read the complete instructions http://www.bridgew.edu/GEC/instructions.cfm for important details on making a proposal.


Title: 

















(please give your request a brief descriptive title)  
Summary of request:
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Justification:
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Reminder:  For all new program approvals, each new course proposal must also be submitted, at the same time, using New Graduate Course Proposal form.

All proposals must be approved by the graduate program coordinator and academic department chair; or administrator.

I certify that my department/administrative unit has approved this unclassified request (type appropriate names in spaces below):


Graduate Coordinator:       _________________________________ 


Department Chairperson:   _________________________________

Administrator:                    ___William S. Smith______________________________

All programs from the departments of the School of Education and Allied Studies which lead to Massachusetts Department of Education Educator License should be reviewed by the School of Education and Allied Studies Leadership team prior to submission to the GEC.



SEAS Approval:   

Yes

NO

             NOT APPLICABLE
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages

TESOL

Graduate Certificate Program

Proposal

Mission Context

The implementation of a graduate certificate program in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages will enhance the missions of Bridgewater State College and the School of Graduate Studies, which are dedicated to educating the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts and the Commonwealth.  One area which is lacking in the College’s graduate offerings is a program in teaching English to students who are speakers of other languages (TESOL).  With the ever-increasing numbers of public-school students in Southeastern Massachusetts for whom English is not a first language, teachers are often at a loss in providing effective instruction.   This graduate certificate program will, therefore, provide much-needed theory, practices, and strategies for preparing public-school teachers to work with English- language learners.  This certificate program will also provide useful instruction and training for teachers who may wish to work in other learning environments such as colleges, community groups and organizations, or international schools.
Program Need

According to the Massachusetts Department of Education, “In March 2005, Massachusetts Public Schools reported 49,923 limited English proficient (LEP) students with 112 different primary languages.”  The cities in southeastern Massachusetts are particularly diverse.  According to the 2008-2009 school district profiles published on the Massachusetts Department of Education website, 31.7% of Brockton students speak a first language other than English, as do 26.4 % of Fall River students, 22.1 % of New Bedford students, and 11.1% of Barnstable students. As the population of individuals who speak languages other than English continues to grow, the challenges of providing services to these various linguistic and cultural groups increase proportionately. Educators at all levels are experiencing the impact of this growth and seeking additional knowledge in best serving these students, as the graduate school knows from the number of inquiries from prospective graduate students.  Currently, there are no graduate programs in southeastern Massachusetts that serve this need.
State and federal laws require that students in our public schools who are not proficient in English receive grade level instruction that is designed specifically to assist them in both learning English and in learning subject matter content.  In Massachusetts, it is the school district’s responsibility to identify these students and provide them instruction in Sheltered English Immersion (SEI) programs.  This requirement applies to all districts that enroll limited English Proficient students or English Language Learners (ELL), regardless of whether there is one ELL student or hundreds enrolled in the district.  The essential element in a SEI program is a teacher qualified to deliver sheltered content instruction.  BSC’s proposed graduate certificate program in Teacher of English to Speakers of other Languages is designed to meet the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education’s guidelines for providing SEI professional development for teachers.  This professional development is broken down into four categories of knowledge and skills needed by teachers to effectively shelter content instruction for English Language Learners.  The courses in the TESOL certificate program incorporate all four of these categories.

There is also a need to provide training to persons working in community literacy programs or providing adult literacy tutoring.  The needs of adult learners vary greatly from Pk-12 and college students, as adult literacy is often tied to functional literacy needs, employment, civic engagement, and equity.  Many of the adult learners participating in these community literacy programs are ELLs, a reflection of the increasing linguistic diversity of southeastern Massachusetts.  Though community literacy programs do provide some training, this training is often focused on approaches for further developing literacy of native English speaking adults rather than ELLs.

Additionally, the TESOL certificate program will provide needed support to instructors working with adult learners of English in area community programs and to instructors already teaching introductory writing courses at area institutions of higher learning, where an increasingly diverse population of students requires skills in teaching reading and writing to students with limited proficiency in English.  Instructors who complete the certificate program in TESOL will be adding to their existing skill sets both the pedagogical skills useful in teaching English to students with other languages and a knowledge of the theory underlying the application of these skills.

Finally, the proposed program will serve BSC students, community members, and international students who are interested in teaching English abroad, also known as Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL).  This program will be useful to Massachusetts residents with strong connections to their heritage country who would like to contribute back, students seeking out an international experience to complement their undergraduate degree, established professionals considering working/volunteering abroad, and a growing BSC population of graduate students from foreign institutions with which BSC has recently signed partnership agreements (China, Japan, Jordan).  International participants will be already enrolled in one of the degree-granting BSC graduate programs, but can join the TESOL program to add to their experience on BSC campus and bring back to their respective institutions a better understanding of current language acquisition theories and best teaching practices appropriate to their educational context.

Bridgewater State College fully understands the challenges faced by those who will teach or otherwise work with individuals who speak languages other than English, and is certain that the initiation of the TESOL Graduate Certificate Program will make a serious contribution towards addressing these challenges.

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.  “English Language Learners.”  <www.doe.mass.edu/ell/statistics/lep.html>.  Accessed 3 April 2009.  

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.  “School/District Profiles.”  <http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/>.  Accessed 3 April 2009.  
TESOL Graduate Certificate Curriculum

To complete the TESOL Graduate Certificate Program, students would need to complete 18 credits: the two core courses, at least one methodology course, and electives totaling nine credits. Students interested in teaching PreK-12 in Massachusetts and seeking qualification to provide sheltered English immersion (SEI) instruction to limited English proficient (LEP) students
 must select courses endorsed by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education as providing such training in consultation with their adviser (these courses are footnoted).  Students are encouraged to take core courses before taking elective courses.
Core Courses:

ENGL 514 
Linguistics for TESOL

ENGL 516 
Theories of Second Language Acquisition

One of the following two methodology courses:

ENGL 517 
Critical Approaches to TESOL Methods
TESL 501
Second Language Teaching and Learning (PreK-12) 

Electives (for a total of nine credits):
ENGL 517 
Critical Approaches to TESOL Methods (if not taken above)
ENGL 518 
Issues in Second Language Writing

ENGL 519 
Language and Power

ENGL 521 
Special Topics in TESOL
TESL 500 
Second Language Teaching and Learning in PreK-12
 (prerequisite: Theories of Second Language Acquisition)

TESL 504 
Sheltered Content Instruction: Principles and Practices

TESL 505 
Reading and Writing in the Sheltered Content Classroom
  (2 credits)

TESL 506
Assessment of Speaking and Listening
 (1 credit) 
READ 547 
Teaching English Language Learners to Read and Write
READ 548
Linguistic and Sociocultural Issues for PreK-12 English Language Learners Literacy

TESL 507        TESOL Internship (variable credit, for 1-3 credits)

Admissions Requirements

1.  All applicants to graduate certificate programs will complete the standard graduate-school application forms, which are common to all certificate programs.   A bachelor’s degree is required for admission to all graduate certificate programs. Since admissions to graduate certificate programs are on a rolling basis, students may apply at any time.  

2.  In addition to a completed application, every applicant should submit the following:

A. An official college transcript of the completed baccalaureate degree with a cumulative 

undergraduate GPA of at least  2.8; 

             B.  An official college transcript for graduate course work (if applicable)


C.  A short essay on the value of the graduate certificate program for the applicant


D.  One appropriate letter of recommendation from an academic or a professional 

3.  Teachers who are seeking SEI *Sheltered Immersion Training PreK-12)

      also must complete the following additional admissions requirements:

A.  Passing score on MTEL:  Communication and Literacy Skills Battery

B. Possession and submission of at least a preliminary/initial stage teaching license

issued by the MA Dept. of Elementary and Secondary Education

4.  All candidates for whom English is not a first language must submit TOEFL results with an acceptable score.

5.  International applicants must follow the graduate admissions criteria as set forth by the School of Graduate Studies.

6.  Given the limited number of courses required in this graduate certificate program, students cannot transfer more than one three-credit graduate course from another institution into this program; transfer credit of all graduate courses must be approved according to the guidelines set forth in the Graduate Student Handbook. 

7.  Students are permitted to enroll in only one three-credit course at Bridgewater State before being admitted fully into a graduate-certificate program.  

All current policies for students enrolled in graduate-degree programs as set forth in the college catalog and Graduate Student Handbook will also apply to students enrolled in graduate certificate programs, whenever appropriate. 
Resource Needs

The TESOL program will need funding to market the program, to develop and publish a brochure, and to host an opening reception with a recognized speaker.  Since BSC’s library resources for this field of study are very limited, separate funding for books, periodicals, and other learning materials must be allocated to Maxwell Library.

An additional graduate coordinator for this program must be appointed; the suggested yearly stipend will be $1,000.
Assessment

· Teaching Portfolio Assessment
· The final assessment will be an evaluation of a teaching portfolio, which  will include a coherent collection of artifacts that represent the candidate’s applied practices in effectively teaching English to speakers of other languages.  The teaching portfolio is a culminating activity and reflects an interdisciplinary perspective of the program’s learning experiences.  It forms the basis of a comprehensive assessment of the candidate’s preparation for program completion. 
Section 1 of the teaching portfolio is generally 8 to 10 pages long.  It is a summary of the theories and principles of the current professional knowledge base as applied to the following.
1. Teaching philosophy
2. Teaching goals
3. A statement of beliefs about culture and language
4. A discussion of appropriate assessment techniques
5. A discussion of appropriate teaching methods and activities
6. A reflection of the candidate’s experience teaching English to a speaker of another language
7. A vision statement for teaching and learning English
Section 2 of the teaching portfolio provides supplementary materials as evidence of the candidate’s preparation for and some experience in teaching English to speakers of other languages.  It should include some of the following. (All lesson plans and activities must be original.)

1. Assessment plans and instruments

2. Lesson plans
3. Reflections of lessons taught

4. Videotaped lessons with a narrative 

5. Samples of students’ work in learning English

6. Bilingual or multilingual activities designed 
The teaching portfolio is an exhibit of the candidate’s competency in understanding, assessing, teaching 

and supporting speakers of other languages.  A committee of three will read and evaluate the portfolio 

using an assessment rubric. 
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  Attached is a lengthy proposal to establish a graduate certificate program in TESOL, Teaching English to Students of Other Languages.  The following topics are discussed and explained in the proposal:


 Mission Context


Program Need


TESOL Curriculum


Admissions Requirements


Resource Needs


Assessment





This proposal follows closely the “Guidelines for Developing Graduate Certificate Programs,” which were approved by GEC and the President in the 2007-2008 academic year.











Please see the “Program Need” section of the attached proposal.





This program proposal is the joint creation of faculty and administrators from English Department, School of Education, and School of Graduate Studies.   The following served on the committee:


 William Smith, Chair


Lidia Silveira


Julia Stakhnevich


Michelle Cox


Anne Doyle


Ruth Farrar


Mary Connor


David Almeida, ex officio.


Mary Ann McKinnon, ex officio.




















� Refer to � HYPERLINK "http://www.doe.mass.edu/ell/news04/0615qualifications.pdf" �www.doe.mass.edu/ell/news04/0615qualifications.pdf� for more information about offering sheltered content instruction, as outlined by the Updated Guidance on Qualifications for Teachings in Sheltered English Immersion Classrooms.


� This course was designed to satisfy SEI Category 1: Second Language Acquisition.


� This course was designed to satisfy SEI Category 1: Second Language Acquisition.


� This course was designed to satisfy SEI Category 2: Sheltering Content Instruction.


� This course was designed to satisfy SEI Category 4: Reading and Writing in the Sheltered Content Classroom.


� This course was designed to satisfy SEI Category 3: Assessment of Speaking and Listening.
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