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Date:
5/4/09
To:
Graduate Education Council

From:
John Kucich

Program: Masters in English

Department: English
Re: 
New Course Proposal 

Attached, please find a proposal for a new course ENGL 521: Special Topics in TESOL. 

I understand that I will be notified of the meeting when this proposal will be reviewed and that I or a knowledgeable program representative should attend the meeting to answer questions.

Thank you. 











 Tracking #  



(for internal use only)

Bridgewater State College Governance

New Graduate Course Proposal Form
Please read the complete instructions http://www.bridgew.edu/GEC/instructions.cfm for important details on making a proposal.
General Information


Course Prefix & Number:

Course Title:

Department:

Program:


Credit Hours:

Estimated Enrollment:


Expected Implementation Date:   
Fall 
    Spring    
   Summer

Has the proposed course run as a Special Topics or an Experimental course?  ___ Y  _x__ N

Course Repeat Policy:


x  This course is repeatable up to ___3___ times






  This course is repeatable up to ______ credits

· This course is not repeatable 

Course Level:




Undergraduate/Graduate (400 level courses only)






x
Graduate

Course Type:




Lecture


Laboratory

√ Please check one 



Internship


Practicum

  





Direct Study


Studio

    




x
Seminar


Other

Course Serves As:


x
A free elective

√ Please check all  


x
A program requirement
   that apply & specify



A concentration requirement 
   if necessary




A cognate requirement






Other:
Grade Mode:



x  Standard






  Pass(P)/No Pass(N)






  Satisfactory(S)/Unsatisfactory(U)
Course Prerequisites - Please specify any course prerequisites for the new course, specifying prerequisite course prefixes, numbers, and titles.  Also, please note if written consent and/or matriculation in a program is required.  If none is required, state “none.”
none
Course Description – Please describe the course exactly as it will appear in the college catalog.  Please check for complete sentences and grammatical errors as this description will appear in print exactly as it appears below.
This course is repeatable with different topics. Examples of topics include “Introduction to Bilingualism,” “Cross-Cultural Rhetorics”, “Research Methods in Second Language Writing,” “Sociolinguistics in the Second Language Classroom,” “Writing in a Second Language: Contemporary Bilingual Voices,” “Second Language Writers and Speakers in Contemporary Film and Literature.”
Impact on Other Programs - If the proposed new course will affect other courses or programs, please specify what will be affected and please signify that approval has been granted by all affected parties.  If none are affected, state “none.”

None
Course Rationale – Please describe the justification for this new course.  For example justification might include: licensure prerequisite, accreditation, department or program curriculum revisions. 
This course is an elective in the new TESOL graduate certificate program.
Course Syllabus  – Please attach and send with this completed form the proposed syllabus for this new course.  Please be sure to specify what topics will be covered, how student learning will be assessed, and what course outcomes you expect.

Note:  
· Do not reuse course numbers.  (Further information is available from the Associate Registrar.)  For general information, please see Graduate Education Council guideline web page.  (www.bridgew.edu/GEC/guidelines.cfm)
All proposals must be approved by the graduate program coordinator and academic department chair.
I certify that my department has approved this new course (type appropriate names in spaces below):

Graduate Coordinator:        ___Kathleen Vejvoda__________________________________________


Department Chairperson:   ____John Kucich___________________________________________  
All programs from the departments of the School of Education and Allied Studies which lead to Massachusetts Department of Education Educator License should be reviewed by the School of Education and Allied Studies Leadership team prior to submission to the GEC.



SEAS Approval:  
          Yes 

No
ENGL 521
Special Topics in TESOL: Introduction to Bilingualism

Instructor: Dr. Julia Stakhnevich

Office Hours:

Tillinghast Hall, Room 307: T and R at 3:30 to 4:30 PM

tel. 531-2805

jstakhnevich@bridgew.edu
Required Texts


Aciman, A. (1994). Out of Egypt: A Memoir. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

Diaz, J. (2007).  The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao. New York: Riverhead Books.

Hoffman, E. (1989). Lost in Translation: A Life in a New Language. New York: Penguin.

Rodrigues, R. (1982). Hunger of Memory: The Education of Richard Rodrigues. New 


York: Bantam Books.

Shteyngart, G. (2002). Russian Debutant’s Handbook. New York: Riverhead Books. 

Wei, Li (Ed.). (2001). The Bilingualism Reader. Boston: Routledge. 
Recommended Text

American Psychological Association. (2001). Publication Manual. 5th Ed. Washington, 

DC: APA. 

Additional readings on reserve at the Maxwell Library will be drawn from: 

De Courtivron, I. (2003). Lives in Translation: Bilingual Writers on Identity and 
Creativity. New York: Palgrave MacMillan.
Lippi-Green, R. (1997). English with an Accent: Language, Ideology, and Discrimination 

in the United States. Boston: Routledge. 
Ogulnick, K. (Ed.). (2000). Language Crossings: Negotiating the Self in a Multicultural 

World. New York: Teachers College Press. 
Pavlenko, A., & Blackredge, A. (Eds.). (2004). Negotiating of Identities in Multilingual  

Contexts. Tonawanda, NY: Multilingual Matters Ltd. 
Course Description

The course explores linguistic, cultural, social, and political dimensions of bilingualism. Students discuss the impact of bilingualism on the cultural identity, community affiliations, written accent, and creative output of bilinguals. Using a variety of texts by contemporary bilingual authors, drawing from current research on bilingual development, and conducting their own case studies, the students discover complex connections between bilingualism, identity, language maintenance and loss, cultural assimilation and resistance, postcolonial condition, emigration, and globalization. Finally, the students explore the transformative nature of writing as it applies to bilingual writers. 

Course Outcomes

At the end of this course, students are expected to:

· Be familiar with several theoretical approaches used to define and describe bilingualism on the individual and societal level;

· Understand differences and similarities in the processes of simultaneous and additive bilingualism; 
· Learn about the impact of the larger community, home language usage, and individual factors on the choices that bilinguals make in their speech and writing;

· Understand the connection between language, culture, and identity; 

· Know the basics of current research methodologies used in the field; 
· Understand the transformative role of writing for bilingual authors; 
· Create connections between theories of bilingualism, literary portrayals of bilingualism, and their own questions about bilingualism to conduct an independent research project that bridges the gap between linguistics and literary treatment of bilingualism. 
Course Polices

· Since this class meets only once a week, class attendance is mandatory. If you are missing a class because of a medical emergency, please be advised that proper medical documentation is required. Only one absence with proper medical documentation is allowed. For every additional missed class, 10 points will be deducted from the final grade. Students are expected to arrive on time for each class. Two late arrivals equal one absence. 

· Students are expected to complete assignments by due dates and bring them to class. Assignments are not accepted via email. Late assignments are generally not accepted. If you can’t be in class, bring your assignment to my office before or on the day when it is due. 

· Without evidence of medical emergency, late assignments or requests for alternate dates for presentations are not accepted. 

· Students are required to use the APA as their style manual for the papers in this class. 

· Plagiarism will be not tolerated in this course. Remember that paraphrasing does not make someone else’s ideas yours. Always give credit to your sources, both in writing and during your oral presentations in class. 

· In accordance with Bridgewater State College policy, I am available to discuss appropriate accommodations for students with a documented learning disability. Requests for accommodations must be made as soon as possible so that proper arrangements could be made. Students should consult with the Disability Resources in the Academic Achievement Center for determination of reasonable academic accommodations. 

Course Assignments and Evaluation

Reflection Papers 








25%

{Informal writing done by students at home as a way to reflect and connect with assigned readings and presentations conducted by other students; reading journals will be periodically collected by the instructor and will serve as discussion starters in class. Your final three-page reflection paper will be critiquing at least two final projects of your peers.}
Case Study of a Bilingual Individual





25%

{A 5-page case study paper based on your interviews with a bilingual individual of your choice; the goal of this assignment is to allow you an opportunity to collect first-hand evidence that supports or challenges some of the theoretical approaches to bilingualism that we discussed in class; in addition to the primary data, you need to search for at least five secondary courses that substantively connect to the issues raised in your interviews so that you are able to demonstrate the dialogue between your primary and secondary sources.}

Local Bilingual Community Profile





25%

{A 5-page case study of a local bilingual community in Massachusetts to learn more about the sociolinguistic patterns of language usage in the community and to apply the theories of language preservation, shift, loss, and revival to a specific local context; to complete this assignment, you need to conduct at least three interviews with community members and leaders, carry out participant observations in the community as documented by your field notes, photo documents, and artifacts), and do some library research.}

Connecting Literature and Life: Bilingualism in Contemporary Literature
25%

{As your final project, you will work with 2-3 peers. As a small, you will choose an author who writes on issues related to bilingualism/biculturalism from the authors discussed in class and compose a 8-page paper describing how the author portrays bilingualism in his/her works and exploring similarities and differences between the author’s approach to bilingualism with what you have learned about individual and community bilingualism through your previous papers and our class discussions. Please be ready to present your project in class and facilitate a discussion of the issues raised in the book.}

ENGL 521
Special Topics in TESOL: Introduction to Bilingualism

Instructor: Dr. Julia Stakhnevich

Tentative Schedule
Week 1
Course Introduction; Language and Identity: A Postmodern Perspective
Week 2
Describing Bilingualism; Dimensions of Bilingualism

Week 3
Language Choice; Code-Switching

Week 4
Language Acquisition of Bilingual Children

Week 5
Adult Bilingual Development; The Bilingual Brain

Week 6
Student Presentations of Individual Case Studies
Week 7
Student Presentations of Individual Case Studies
Week 8
Bilingualism on the Community Level
Week 9
Student Presentations on Local Bilingual Communities
Week 10
Introduction to Bilingual Writing and Translingual Authors: Common 

Threads and Themes
Week 11
Aciman: Student Presentation of the Final Project and Discussion

Week 12
Hoffman: Student Presentation of the Final Project and Discussion

Week 13
Rodrigues: Student Presentation of the Final Project and Discussion

Week 14
Diaz: Student Presentation of the Final Project and Discussion

Week 15
Shteyngart: Student Presentation of the Final Project and Discussion

Week 16
Bilingual Writing and Translingual Authors: Round Table
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