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Date:
April 21, 2010

To:
Graduate Education Council

From:
Dr. Anna Bradfield


Program: Doctorate of Education in Leadership, Learning and Community


Department: School of Education and Allied Studies

Re: 
New Course Proposal 

Attached, please find a proposal for a new course READ 710: Current Issues and Trends in Literacy. 

I understand that I will be notified of the meeting when this proposal will be reviewed and that I or a knowledgeable program representative should attend the meeting to answer questions.

Thank you. 
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(for internal use only)
Bridgewater State College Governance

New Graduate Course Proposal Form
Please read the complete instructions http://www.bridgew.edu/GEC/instructions.cfm for important details on making a proposal.
General Information


Course Prefix & Number:

Course Title:

Department:


Program:


Credit Hours:

Estimated Enrollment:


Expected Implementation Date:   
Fall 
    Spring    
   Summer

Has the proposed course run as a Special Topics or an Experimental course?  ___ Y     √    N

Course Repeat Policy:


  This course is repeatable up to ______ times






  This course is repeatable up to ______ credits

√   This course is not repeatable 

Course Level:




Undergraduate/Graduate (400 level courses only)






√
Graduate

Course Type:



√
Lecture


Laboratory

√ Please check one 



Internship

Practicum

  





Direct Study

Studio

    





Seminar


Other

Course Serves As:



A free elective

√ Please check all  



A program requirement
   that apply & specify


√
A concentration requirement 
   if necessary




A cognate requirement






Other:
Grade Mode:



√   Standard






  Pass(P)/No Pass(N)






  Satisfactory(S)/Unsatisfactory(U)
Course Prerequisites - Please specify any course prerequisites for the new course, specifying prerequisite course prefixes, numbers, and titles.  Also, please note if written consent and/or matriculation in a program is required.  If none is required, state “none.”
Matriculation in the Doctorate of Education in Leadership, Learning and Community program is required.

Course Description – Please describe the course exactly as it will appear in the college catalog.  Please check for complete sentences and grammatical errors as this description will appear in print exactly as it appears below.
The intention of this course is to expose candidates to the most current and critical issues and trends in literacy development and education. Candidate will investigate the current issues and trends in literacy instruction PreK-16. Emphasis will be on the critical analysis of research focusing on the political, economical, cultural, psychological and social dimensions of literacy and literacy instruction.
Impact on Other Programs - If the proposed new course will affect other courses or programs, please specify what will be affected and please signify that approval has been granted by all affected parties.  If none are affected, state “none.”

The number of students enrolled in the CAGS in Educational Leadership and Reading programs will increase thus increasing the enrollment in the programs’ courses. The faculty in the respective programs has been involved in the development of this Doctoral program. 
Course Rationale – Please describe the justification for this new course.  For example justification might include: licensure prerequisite, accreditation, department or program curriculum revisions. 

This course is a requirement in the Language and Literacy concentration of the Doctorate of Education in Leadership, Learning and Community. 

Since being literate is crucial in today’s lifestyle and vocational needs, literacy education (both reading and writing) is often in the forefront of political and economic events in the United States and world wide it is imperative that leaders in education have a familiarity and understanding of current issues in the field of education.  Candidates need the understanding of current and critical issues, along with learning about the tools and resources to keep up with recent changes within the realm of literacy.

Course Syllabus  – Please attach and send with this completed form the proposed syllabus for this new course.  Please be sure to specify what topics will be covered, how student learning will be assessed, and what course outcomes you expect.

Note:  
· Do not reuse course numbers.  (Further information is available from the Associate Registrar.)  For general information, please see Graduate Education Council guideline web page.  (www.bridgew.edu/GEC/guidelines.cfm)
All proposals must be approved by the graduate program coordinator and academic department chair.
I certify that my department has approved this new course (type appropriate names in spaces below):

DPPC Co-Chair:        Dr. Nancy Witherell

DPPC Co-Chair:        Dr. Anna Bradfield  
All programs from the departments of the School of Education and Allied Studies which lead to Massachusetts Department of Education Educator License should be reviewed by the School of Education and Allied Studies Leadership team prior to submission to the GEC.



SEAS Approval:  
          Yes 

No

Updated 3-28-07
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School of Education and Allied Studies

READ 710: Current Issues and Trends in Literacy

3 graduate credits 
Syllabus

Semester and Year
Instructor Name, Degrees, Email
Course Description
The intention of this course is to expose candidates to the most current and critical issues and trends in literacy development and education. Candidate will investigate the current issues and trends in literacy instruction PreK-16. Emphasis will be on the critical analysis of research focusing on the political, economical, cultural, psychological and social dimensions of literacy and literacy instruction.
Rationale
Since being literate is crucial in today’s lifestyle and vocational needs, literacy education (both reading and writing) is often in the forefront of political and economic events in the United States and world wide it is imperative that leaders in education have a familiarity and understanding of current issues in the field of education.  Candidates need the understanding of current and critical issues, along with learning about the tools and resources to keep up with recent changes within the realm of literacy.
Accessibility Statement
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and CH 502 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Bridgewater State College instructors offer certain reasonable academic accommodations to students with documented disabilities who are registered with the Disabilities Resource Office in the Academic Achievement Center. Course participants who qualify for reasonable accommodation or who have extenuating circumstances that might interfere with the coursework assigned should meet with the instructor(s) at the beginning of the course. 

In accordance with BSC policy, BSC staff members are available to discuss appropriate accommodations that you may require as a student with a documented disability. Requests for accommodations should be made during the drop/add period so that proper arrangements can be made. Students should register with Disabilities Resources Office in the Academic Achievement Center for disability verification and determination of reasonable academic accommodations.

Academic Integrity
The School of Graduate Studies at Bridgewater State College, like all institutions of higher learning, considers academic integrity to be an important hallmark for graduate students and scholars. The importance of academic integrity and honesty, which is taught at the undergraduate levels, continues to be even more vital for scholars and researcher at the graduate level, who find themselves writing seminar papers, research papers, and theses. All graduate degree programs at Bridgewater State College require courses in research where conventions of documentation are taught. Graduate students, who are acquiring scholarly habits and skills in degree programs, must rely on the scholarship that has preceded them, and they must acknowledge the scholarship in their own academic work by adhering to time-honored conventions of their disciplines. In short, graduate students are entering a community of scholars and must respect the rules and traditions of that community. (For additional information, please refer to BSC Graduate Student Handbook.) 
Learning Objectives 
Upon completion of this course, the candidate will be able to:

1. Examine, analyze and critique current literature and research on literacy and literacy instruction and  discern the effects on society and culture. (Assessment 1)
2. Review and critique current academic polemics and public debate of current issues that affect language and literacy education for culturally and linguistically diverse student populations and individual students.  (Assessment 1)
3. Examine definitions of literacy and their educational implications for instruction and assessment for PreK-16. (Assessment 2, 4)
4. Analyze the effects of the political, economical, cultural, psychological and social factors on literacy and literacy instruction. (Assessment 1, 2, 3)
5. Investigate the psycho- and socio-linguistic, educational and professional bases for design and selection of instructional methods and programs. (Assessment 1, 3, 5)
6. Scrutinize policies and programs for language and literacy education.  (Assessment 1, 3)
7. Utilize inquiry and research studies to discern relationships between current issues and trends and actual implementations within a school district. (Assessment 1, 3, 4)
8. Evaluate programs of instruction and instructional materials in use in public schools based on criteria based in sound literacy pedagogy.  (Assessment 3, 4)
In addition, this course will foster the following program goals for the Concentration in Literacy Education:
1. Be grounded in critical principles of rigorous graduate education that will guide   literacy leadership, research, and scholarship in various educational settings.
2. Provide instruction to literacy candidates at the graduate and undergraduate   levels.
3. Participate in scholarly activities, including creative works and research studies.
4. Demonstrate the knowledge, skills, and dispositions of the literacy professional.

Method of Instruction
This course is a requirement in the program of studies leading to the degree of Doctor of Education in Leadership, Learning and Community with a Concentration in Literacy. As a requirement of the Concentration in Literacy it is meant to ensure that all candidates are current in any issues involving literacy, and perhaps may lead them to another aspect within their dissertation studies.

This course uses a variety of instruction.  The base of this course will be hybrid, in that 50% of the course will be online, and 50% will be face to face. The online sessions will include discussion boards, videos and online information.  The class face to face sessions will use multiple formats for course content such as: lectures, whole and small group discussions, literature circles, cooperative learning, collaborative problem-solving activities, and oral presentations.

Outline of Course Content 
1. Major issues and trends in literacy and literacy education will be defined and strategies for identifying them will be explained.
2. Professional journals and online sources will be discussed. How to discern their connections and biases will be explored.
3.  Articles from reputable journals and sites on current issues and trends will be analyzed.
4. Global, national, state and expert definitions of literacy will be shared and investigated.

5. National, state and district policies and their influence on literacy education will be determined.

6. The influence of politics and government as it pertains to literacy and literacy instruction.

7. Literacy instruction for culturally and diverse populations.

8. The impact of economics on literacy and literacy instruction.

9. District based programs, their effectiveness and their relationship to current issues and trends.

10. Societal influences on literacy and literacy instruction.

11. Current issues in teacher preparation for the teaching of reading.

12. Current issues in professional development and inservice education for practicing teachers in the area of literacy instruction.

Proposed Schedule of Major Topics (Note topics change with semesters)
	Week
	Topic

	Week 1 & 2
	Overview: Major issues and trends in literacy and literacy education

	Week 3
	Professional journals, online sources…connections and bias

	Week 4
	Global, national, state  and expert definitions of literacy

	Week 5
	Policies: national, state and district 

	Week 6
	Governmental and political influences

 MA Curriculum Frameworks, Department of Reading

	Week 7
	Culturally and linguistically diverse populations Psycho and socio-linguistics

	Week 8
	Economics and literacy

	Week 9
	District based programs, selection and evaluation process

	Week 10
	Class debate: pros and cons of a current issue

	Week 11
	Issues of Teacher preparation for the instruction of literacy

	Week 12
	Issues of professional development for the instruction of literacy

	Week 13
	What’s hot, what’s not and why


Required Texts
Texts will vary depending on timing of course, as they must be current.
Tentative:

Handbook in Reading and Language Arts Research, National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE)
Literacy Issues during Changing Times: A Call to Action, College Reading Association Handbook (ALER, 2009)
The Reading Teacher (Current) Professional Journal of the International Reading Association
Reading Research Quarterly (Current) Research Journal of the International Reading Association

Required Electronic Texts
http://www.aera.net American Educational Research Association

http://www.reading.org International Reading Association

http://www.ncte.org National Council of Teachers of English
http://www.doe.mass.edu Massachusetts Department of Elementary & Secondary Education 

Methods of Assessing Candidate Learning 
At the graduate level, full attendance and participation are assumed.  Course participants will participate as active members of the learning community.  Attendance is essential to participation.  Active membership is characterized by the collegial, collaborative sharing of ideas and information to enhance the learning of all.  
Course grades will be based on the following assessments: 

Assessment 1:  Research-based Reflections on Current Issues and Trends Learning Objectives: 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7
This assessment requires candidates to read and reflect on journal articles, research articles, and online sources dealing with current issues and trends.  More details of this assignment will be distributed and discussed in class. Please refer to the Learning Objectives when completing this assignment. (This will count as 40/100 for the course grade).

Assessment 2: Defining Literacy

Learning Objectives: 3, 4

This assessment requires candidates to analyze various definitions of literacy and to write a definition with supporting factors as to why this definition should be an acceptable definition. More details of this assignment will be distributed and discussed in class. Please refer to the Learning Objectives when completing this assignment. (This will count as 10/100 for the course grade).

Assessment 3: Analytical Application: Program Selection
Learning Objectives: 4, 5, 6, 7, 8

This assessment requires candidates to investigate the psycho-and socil-linguistic, educational and professional bases for design and selection of a district’s instructional methods and program.  The effects of the political, economical, cultural, psychological, and social aspects of the community must be addressed. More details of this assignment will be distributed and discussed in class. Please refer to the Learning Objectives when completing this assignment. (This will count as 25/100 for the course grade).

Assessment 4:  Program Analysis and Evaluation

Learning Objectives: 3, 5, 7, 8

The assessment requires candidates to evaluate a program of instruction and instructional material. Candidates must consider their definition of literacy, the psycho-and socio-linquistic educational and professional bases as they influence the effectiveness of the program, and the relationship of this program to current issues and trends. More details of this assignment will be distributed and discussed in class. Please refer to the Learning Objectives when completing this assignment. (This will count as 25 /100 for the course grade).

Assessments for course grade:
Research-based Reflections on Current Issues and Trends       
40 points

Defining Literacy                                                                           
10 points

Analytical Application: Program Selection                                     
25 points

Program Analysis and Evaluation                                                  
25 points
                                                                            Total                 
100 points

Grading Scale



93-100A

87-89 
B+

77-79 
C+
 


90-92 
A-

83-86 
B

73-76 
C







80-82 
B-

70-72
C-          <70 F
Bibliography
Echevarria, J., Vogt, M., & Short, D. (2008). Making content comprehensible for English   

     language learners. The SIOP model. New York: Pearson.
 
Fuchs, D., Fuchs, L. & Vaughn, S. (2008). Response to intervention: A framework for 

     reading educators. Newark, DE: IRA.
 
Keene, E. (2008). To understand new horizons in reading comprehension. Portsmouth,

     NH: Heinemann.
 
Shanahan, T. (2008). Developing early literacy: Report of the national early literacy

     panel. Jessup, MD: National Institute for Literacy.
 
Tomlinson, C. & McTighe, J. (2006). Integrating differentiated instruction +

     understanding by design. Danvers, MA: ASCD
 
Also: 

· Current Handbook on the Research in Reading and Language Arts
· Current professional journals from the National Council of Teachers of English and the International Reading Association.
Suggested Reading
Any current text that focuses on topics discussed in class, such as:

Howard, M. (2009). RTI from all sides: What every teacher needs to know. Portsmouth,

     NH: Heinemann.
Jacobs, H. (2010). Curriculum 21: Essential education for a changing world. Alexandria,

     VA: ASCD.
Keene, O. (2008). To understand: New horizons in reading comprehension.  Portsmouth,

     NH: Heinemann.
Wooten, D., & Cullinan B. (Eds.).  (2009). Children’s literature in the reading program:

     An invitation to read. Newark, NJ: International Reading Association.

Recommended Journals
Language Arts published by NCTE

New England Reading Association Journal published by NERA

Journal of Reading Education published by OTER
Recommended Websites (beyond required)
http://www.massreading.org  Massachusetts Reading Association

http://www.nereading.org New England Reading Association

http://www.ncte.org National Council of Teachers of English
http://www.naeyc.org National Association for the Education of Young Children

http://www.cec.sped.org Council for Exceptional Children

http://www.ascd.org  Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development
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