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1. What is LinkSource?

LinkSource is a research tool the Library purchased last year for 
helping users find full text articles in the library’s resource databases.  
Visually, LinkSource is an icon appearing in each entry listed on the 
search result list in the databases licensed by EBSCO Publishing, one 
of the library’s database vendors.  See Figure 1.  It has a built-in 
function that can make finding full text articles much easier.  When 
clicking on it, it brings up a menu with options that users can choose 
from.  

Figure 1:  LinkSource Icon

The Art Full Text and the Education Full Text databases also use 

the same icon to bring up the LinkSource menu.  See Figure 2.  

Figure 2: LinkSource Icon in Art Full Text and Education
Full Text Databases

2. Find Full Text Is Another Name for LinkSource

When in the other databases, i.e., non-EBSCO databases and the two 

just mentioned, a hyperlink named Find Full Text takes the place of 

the LinkSource icon.   Figure 3 shows the examples.
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Figure 3:  Find Full Text Is Another Name for LinkSource

In Biological Sciences

In Business and Company ASAP

In Historical Abstracts

3. How LinkSource Makes Finding Full Text 
Articles Easy

Not every entry on a search result list comes with a full text article.  
When a full text article is not provided, users can click on the 
LinkSource icon or the Find Full Text link, whichever is given.  A 
LinkSource menu will be brought up.  See Figure 4.

Figure 4:  LinkSource Menu
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This menu lists hyperlinks that can take users to the full text article 
contained in the library’s other databases.   

1.  Search Results in MLA Database

5.  Brings up the Full Text Article 
from Project Muse Database

2. click

click

3.

4.

4. Forms of LinkSource Menu

The LinkSource menu appears in three basic forms.  

A.   When a full text article is available 
in the other databases, hyperlinks to 
those databases are provided.

If the full text article 
appears only in one 
database, only one 
hyperlink will be provided.
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C.   When an article cannot be 
found in any of the library’s print 
or electronic subscriptions, an 
InterLibrary Loan Service link is 
provided.

B.   When an article is only 
published in the print journal that 
the Library owns, a check library 
catalog link will be provided.

Sometimes, the library does not 
have the issue that you need.  If 
so, you can click the “Request this 
item through ILL/DDS” link to 
submit an interlibray loan request.

5. LinkSource Is Also A Known Citation Full 
Text Article Checker

There are times when users just want to know whether the library has 
an article that they need.  Now LinkSource makes this easy.  Here is 
how:

Go to the Library’s home page at http://www.bridgew.edu/library

Open the Quick Link pull-down list
Click on the LinkSource Article Checker
This will bring up a LinkSource Revise Request form (see the
illustrations below)
Fill in as much information as you possibly can
Click on the Submit button

If your citation is available in any one of the databases, a LinkSource
menu will appear and provide you a list of the links to the databases 
that contain the full text article of your citation.  If not, an InterLibrary
Loan link will be provided.   
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Note:  Article title, 
title of journal, 
volume, and start 
page fields need to 
be filled in correctly.

6. LinkSource Is Wonderful!

In this manner, LinkSource can save much of a user’s research time 

in finding full text articles.  Moreover, users do not have to look for 

the desired full text articles by switching from one database to

another.  This certainly saves steps.   In addition, if you already 

know a citation, by typing in the information of that citation, 

LinkSource Article Checker can take you right to the full text 

article if it resides in any one of the library’s resource databases.   

LinkSource is wonderful, Isn’t it?

However, there are several databases that need special attention when 
using this tool.  For details, please talk to our reference librarians at 508-
531-1394 or by e-mail at refdept@bridgew.edu.  Our
Ask A Librarian service is also available at 
http://www.bridgew.edu/library/askalib.cfm

We have the magic power you need for your research.  Come to talk to us!


