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We Rallied for Libraries 
 

"Ù  -ÁÒÙ /ȭ#ÏÎÎÅÌÌȟ 2ÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÉÁÎȟ -ÁØ×ÅÌÌ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ 

 

On a perfect Indian Summer Day on the 4th of November, I hopped the com-

muter rail into Boston to attend a rally in support of Massachusetts librar-

ies.  Frances Jeffries, former BSC Director of 

Grants and Sponsored Projects and currently a 

Trustee of the Bridgewater Public Library, was 

my traveling companion.  The rally, themed 

Ȱ$ÏÎȭÔ #ÌÏÓÅ ÔÈÅ "ÏÏËÓ ÏÎ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÉÅÓȱȟ ×ÁÓ ÓÐÏÎȤ

sored by the Massachusetts Library Association 

ÁÎÄ ÔÏÏË ÐÌÁÃÅ ÁÔ Ȱ4ÈÅ 7ÅÌÌȱȟ ÉÎ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

State House.  

Keeping libraries open may not sound like a dif-

ficult goal to achieve, but in these times of eco-

nomic crisis, it is.  As a former fulltime employee 

of the Bridgewater Public Library, I have seen 

our public library budget plunge more than 73% 

in the past two years.  Once open 63 hours to 

the public, the Bridgewater Public Library was fully certified, which meant that 

residents could borrow from other libraries, taking advantage of resource shar-

ing.  It also meant that the library could apply for State Aid and for State and Fed-

eral Grants.  Sadly, now open only 14 hours to the public, the library has lost its 

certification status.  More than half the staff was laid off, and those remaining 

were reduced to part/time.  #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÍÉÎÇ ×ÁÓ ÓÅÖÅÒÅÌÙ ÒÅÄÕÃÅÄȠ ÐÒÏȤ

gramming for adults and teens was eliminated.  Now books and periodicals are 

purchased from funds supplied by the Friends of the Library and a local insurance 

agency, not the Town. The public library has been crippled in its ability to serve 

the needs of the community. 

Jeffries and OôConnell at the State House 
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 And Bridgewater is not the only town that is sacrificing its libraries.  The Abington Public Library is 

the most recent to suffer drastic cutbacks.  The Brockton Public Library system is struggling as well, as are 

Norton, Fitchburg, Saugus, and many others.  Even the Massachusetts State Library is endangered. 

 The Rally for Libraries was attended by a couple hundred library supporters, including librarians, 

trustees, Friends of the Library, and library patrons.  There were speeches by senators and representa-

ÔÉÖÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏÓÅ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÈÁÐÅÄ ÂÙ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙȭÖÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÒÅȤ

sources.  One gentleman, who is visually impaired, spoke to the importance of the resources for the blind, 

available at his library.  A woman from the North Shore spoke about her father, an immigrant, who used 

the New York Public Library to educate himself and become a successful businessman.  A school librarian 

spoke about the 20 plus years she spent building up the media program at her school, only to watch it 

slowly dismantled during the past year.  Her position was recently eliminated as well as those of her col-

leagues in that school system. 

 BSC students, faculty, and staff have a wonderful resource at their disposal:  The Maxwell Library 

with its wealth of services and resources.  The databases in particular offer options I never dreamed of 

when I was a college student.   

 "ÕÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÉÔÙ ÏÒ ÔÏ×Î ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙȢ  ! ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙȭÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÅÎÔÉÒÅÌÙ ÄÉÆÆÅÒȤ

ent from that of a public library.  A college library specializes in curriculum support ɀ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÇÏ 

to find a novel by your favorite mystery or science fiction author.  )ÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ Υ-year old 

for story-hour.  !ÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÔÅÅÎÓ ÔÏ ÈÁÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȢ   At some point, when 

ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙ --- but will it still be there???   

Public Libraries need the support of their communities ɀ ÎÏ× ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÅÖÅÒȢ  !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÉÔȭÓ Á ÃÌÉÃÈïȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ 

ÔÒÕÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÌÉÂÒÁÒÉÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ Ȱ5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȱȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÈÅÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÒÉÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÏÒȟ ÏÌÄ ÁÎÄ 

young, educated and uninformed, and for everyone in between. 

Maxwell Library Archives & Special Collections 
By S. Mabell Bates, Archivist and Head of Special Collections 

The Archives/Special Collections Department has been visited by classes 

and individual students writing on early college history, as well as the 

history of the town, surrounding towns, people and events. We have a 

good bit of history and like to have it used. We not only have secondary 

sources on local history, but also primary sources, such as yearbooks, 

catalogs, class histories, and many portraits of classes, teams, and indi-

viduals. Since our records go back to 1840, the Maxwell Library Ar-

chives, located on the third floor, is well worth visiting while doing research for a book, a paper, or a ge-

nealogy. 

. . . Continued from page 1 

 



  3  

 

Max Video Streaming 

By Kevin Manning, Circulation Manager 

Newest, among the array of services offered at 

Maxwell Library, is a service called Max Video 

Streaming.  Faculty may now request to have films 

digitized.  The link to the digitized film is sent to the 

faculty requestor for posting on a class-specific 

Blackboard account.  Students in the class may then 

ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÁÎ ÁÓÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÆÉÌÍ ÖÉÁ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î 0#ȭÓȟ ÄÁÙ ÏÒ 

night.  Traditional reserve placement of a film is still 

available, but Max Video Streaming offers anytime 

viewing access.  The service has been a big hit; cur-

rently over four-hundred films having been digi-

tized.  

Most faculty digitization requests have been for 

ÆÉÌÍÓ ÆÒÏÍ -ÁØ×ÅÌÌ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȭÓ ÄÉÖÅÒÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÅÒ-

growing collection.   Personal films may be 

streamed, but due to copyright restrictions, per-

sonal films may be streamed only once, with a ten-

day viewing window.  We encourage faculty to sub- 

 

 

 

mit requests to purchase films that the library does 

not own.  Streamed Maxwell Library films are acces-

sible for an entire semester.  Streaming request 

forms are available directly at the Circulation De-

ÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÒ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙȭÓ ÈÏÍÅÐÁÇÅȢ  4ÈÅ ÄÉÇȤ

itization process is completed in real time.  A two 

hour film takes two hours to digitize.  Because of 

that process, we do ask that faculty allow up to two 

×ÅÅËÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÕÌÔ ÉÎ Á ÆÉÌÍȭÓ ÌÉÎË ÂÅȤ

ing sent to them.   However, generally, the turn-

around time from digitization to a resultant link has 

been quite satisfactory for faculty.  Commercial 

films and videos from other libraries may not be 

streamed.   

For information regarding this new service, please 

contact the Circulation Department at (508)531-1392 

or email questions to mvs@bridgew.edu.   

 

MaxExpress 

By Jennifer Walsh, Inter Library Loan Department 

$ÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÐÈÏÔÏÃÏÐÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓ ÏÒ ÂÏÏË ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ -ÁØ×ÅÌÌ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȩ 

MaxExpress is on-campus delivery of articles, book chapters, and other documents owned by the Clem-
ent C. Maxwell Library. MaxExpress is currently available to faculty, librarians, administrators, staff, visit-
ing lecturers, graduate students, and students with disabilities. 

It is a service which offers electronic delivery of articles and book chapters to a server where the re-
questor can then access them via their ILL/DDS account. An e-mail from ILL/DDS will provide notification 
that material is ready, usually within one to two business days. Submit your requests as you would any 
ILL/DDS request via the ILL/DDS request form. 

mailto:mvs@bridgew.edu
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-ÁØ×ÅÌÌ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȭÓ ÃÏÏËÂÏÏËÓ ÆÏÒ ÆÏÏÄ ÌÏÖÅÒÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ 

many with social and cultural flavors.  Readers can 

ÌÅÁÒÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓȭ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ 

conditions while immersed in the delicious recipes. 

Delights from the Garden of 

Eden: A Cookbook and a 

History of the Iraqi Cuisine 

is one such book.  The au-

thor, Nawal Nasrallah, tells 

a fascinating story about 

the evolution of Iraqi cui-

sine, from the ancient 

Mesopotamian era to the 

medieval period, in her 50-

page long introductory 

chapter.  Mesopotamia is an ancient region encom-

ÐÁÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ )ÒÁÑȠ ÁÎÃÉÅÎÔ -ÅÓÏÐÏÔÁÍÉÁÎÓ ÉÎȤ

cluded the Sumerians, the Babylonians, and the As-

syrians. 

The Mesopotamians began to build irrigation sys-

tems in 6,000 BC, allowing  agriculture and, as a re-

sult, their civilization to flourish.  Through centuries 

of experimentation and improvement, they were 

able to plant a variety of crops and acquire abun-

dant knowledge about cooking and food preserva-

tion.  They knew well the art of enjoying food and 

entertaining guests, and this translated into a cul-

ture of hospitability.  Nasrallah quotes from ancient 

writings: 

Ȱ3ÕÍÅÒÉÁÎ #ÏÄÅÓ ÏÆ ÈÏÓÐÉÔÁÌÉÔÙ 

Let it be plentifulɂlest there be too little! 

Let be more than enoughɂlest it have to be added 

to! 

Let it be boiling hotɂÌÅÓÔ ÉÔ ÇÅÔ ÃÏÌÄȦȱ ɀ p. 17 

The exchange of hospitality has lasted and endured 

ÆÏÒ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÉÅÓȢ  .ÁÓÒÁÌÌÁÈ ÒÅÃÁÌÌÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÃÈÉÌÄÈÏÏÄȟ Ȱ!Ó 

the custom had always been, it was not fit to return 

ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒȭÓ ÄÉÓÈ ÅÍÐÔÙȟ ÓÏ ÉÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÒÅÔÕÒÎÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 

a comparable dish that is equally if not more deli-

ÃÉÏÕÓȢ Ȱ 

According to Nasrallah, Iraq is a very diverse coun-

try, with people of many ethnic and religious back-

grounds.  This is most evident in Baghdad, where 

she grew up.  As a result, the remaining part of this 

book contains a cornucopia of more than 400 au-

thor-tested recipes for both vegetarians and meat 

lovers.  They are arranged into 21 chapters, includ-

ing bread, soups, stews, rice, desserts, cakes, cook-

ies, and ice cream.  For many recipes, variations are 

included for different personal tastes.  Colorful his-

toric stories accompany many recipes.  In addition, 

the organization of the book is thorough, thought-

ful, and creative.  My favorite recipes are those in 

the vegetarian appetizers and salads chapter.  In 

addition, the stews chapter looks very attractive 

and de-

licious 

as well, 

and just 

looking 

at her 

photo 

of the 

sour-

dough 

twisted sesame rings (an Iraqi version of bagels) 

makes my mouth water.  Beside her delectable reci-

pes and an extensive history, she includes many 

folklore stories, anecdotes, songs, and poems, 

. . . Continued on page 5 

Cookbooks Reflecting Cultural and Social Conditions 

By Sheau-Hwang Chang, Head of Library Systems 



http://www.iraqicookbook.com/contents/intro/main.html
http://www.iraqicookbook.com/contents/intro/main.html

