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Clinical Practice Advisory Council
AY 07-08 Members:

(Mary Ann McKinnon, Assistant Dean, SEAS (Chair)

(Sam Baumgarten, Chair, MAHPLS Department

(Thomas Brady, Faculty, Secondary Education (& APB)

(James Calnan, Director of History and Social Studies, New Bedford Public Schools

(Cheryl Carey, RRS, Davis School, Brockton
(Cheryl Daily, Curriculum Coordinator, Foreign Language, Whitman-Hanson RSD

(Ken Dobush, Faculty, Special Education

Sab. Luci Fortunato, Faculty, History Department (sabbatical s-08)

(Phyllis Gimbel, Faculty, Educational Leadership

(Mary Gleghorm, principal, Hayden-McFadden School, New Bedford

(John Kucich, Faculty, English Department

(Sydne Martins, Staff Assistant, SEAS Office, BSC

(Karen Pagnano, Faculty, MAHPLS Department

*Sam and Karen will be alternating their CPAC participation

Agenda

Tuesday, April 8, 2008
Moakley 300
3:00 p.m.
1. March Minutes

Approved as issued.
Mary Ann explained that the School of Education only received 2 rsvps to the new supervising practitioner dinner that was scheduled immediately following this meeting.  Many schools were involved with parent conferences this week – bad timing.  We will invite the spring 2008 supervising practitioners to the one day clinical conference currently scheduled for August 20, 2008.  Mary Ann personally thanks the two teachers that did rsvp and invited them to the August event.

2. Status of revised student teaching survey
We will roll-out the revised student teacher survey immediately following April school vacation week – Monday, April 28, 2008.  Mary Ann will send a “heads up” e-mail to students this week.
3. CORI issue and discussion
Mary Ann updated the group on the recent indictment of an undergraduate elementary education major on possession of child pornography charges.  This event sparked media interest in our screening process.  Fortunately, the indicted student was net yet admitted to the school of education.  BSC does not have CORI certification through the MA CHSB.  BSC was denied access in 2002.  CPAC members discussed how their school systems conduct CORIs on employees and preservice candidates.  The pros and cons and limitation of the CORI process were also discussed.  SEAS should continue to make it clear in writing to schools BSC’s limitations in this area when requesting placements.  CPAC also discussed the use of Facebook, My Page and other web interfaces when considering candidates for admission to teacher prep programs, practicum placement and employment implications.  Is our teacher preparation program making it clear enough to preservice candidates the dangers of posting information on these sites?  SEAS and A&S faculty discussed what they do in their courses to warn students of these internet sites.
4. PPA Description in Handbooks – more info in Pgm. Sup. Handbook
Tom discussed some of the concerns that came up at the last clinical practice conference concerning what types of evidence are appropriate to determine if a candidate meets a standard on the PPA.  Some students, faculty and teachers are confused as to whether observations count in this area – for example, if a candidate provides written artifacts (perhaps from a portfolio) – however, supervising teacher/program supervisor observations in the field do not support that the standard is met – which type of evidence prevails.  CPAC discussed the issue and felt that if the teacher and the faculty member do not observe that the standard is met through classroom performance – then that observation should prevail.  In order to clarify this issue – a suggestion was made to include “field observations” in the list of evidence when describing the PPA in SEAS documentation – e.g. PPA ratings are based upon candidate supplied evidence and supervising teachers and faculty field observations”.  Mary Ann will work with the field placement staff to make these changes to the PPA documentation.
5. Mary Ann will be attending a “College Readiness” workshop at U-Mass Dartmouth at the request of the provost.  She asked for some observations/thoughts from CPAC on school to college readiness.  CPAC talked about the focus on MCAS preparation – perhaps at the cost of some college readiness skills.  John mentioned specifically on the types of writing focused on at the high school – perhaps due to MACS writing prompts – writing at the HS level is “very scripted” – writing about a piece of text rather than open ended.  Writing faculty from the CONNECT institutions have been meeting to align college introductory writing course expectations – this information needs to be shared with HS teachers.  Tom observed that in the area of math – HS students often lack a true understanding of numbers.  BSC placement tests (ACCUPLACER) does not allow the use of a calculator.  This is also problematic for incoming students.
07-08 upcoming meeting schedule:

Tuesday 5/13/08
Moakley 300

