BSC School Of Education and Allied Studies

Professional Development Schools Initiative

A Report from the Clinical Practice Advisory Council

Report Components:

I. Definition

II. Model

III. Plan for Development with Timeline for each PDS

I. Definition:

From CPAC 11/21/06:

A BSC PDS is a specially selected school that supports and enhances student achievement through a collaborative and mutually beneficial relationship between the college, school, parents and community.  The relationship is guided by a shared vision of teaching and learning informed by both research and practitioner knowledge.  All constituents are engaged in continuous inquiry and dialogue directed at the improvement of teaching and learning through a constant and dynamic interplay of theory into practice and practice into theory.  A BSC PDS provides prepractica, practica, internship and inservice experiences all directed at the improvement of student learning.
A. From NCATE Unit Standards (glossary) 2006 edition:

Professional Development Schools. Specially structured schools in which the P–12 school and higher education faculty collaborate to (1) provide practicum, student teaching, and internship experiences; (2) support and enable the professional development of school and higher education faculty; (3) support and enable inquiry directed at the improvement of practice; and (4) support and enhance student achievement. PDSs require the institutional commitment of colleges and universities, school districts, and teachers’ organizations.
B. From NCATE PDS Standards (March 2001):

Glossary: 

Professional Development School (PDS). A P–12 school, or schools, in partnership with a professional education unit with a mission to prepare new teachers and other educators, support professional development, support inquiry directed at the improvement of professional practice, and improve student learning.
C. From Foreword in Professional Development Schools Handbook (Teitel, 2003) by Marsha Levine:
Professional Development schools are innovative institutions formed through partnerships between professional education programs and prek-12 schools. They have a four-fold mission: the preparation of new teachers, faculty development, inquiry directed at the improvement of practice, and enhanced student achievement.  
II: Model – CPAC 11/21/06
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Components of BSC/? School District PDS:

A. Prepractica field placement – cohort – project based placement

B. Critical mass of student teachers – on-site seminars

C. On-site professional development for BSC teacher candidates, pk-12 faculty and BSC faculty – supervision in action

D. Prek-12 partners inform clinical practice

E. Prek-12-BSC faculty work together on student achievement, inquiry-based effective practice

III: Plan/Timeline
A.
Davis School, Brockton

June 23, 2006 – initial planning meeting between BSC and BPS with Superintendent Nembirkow and BSC president, Dana Mohler-Faria at BSC

September 22, 2006 – follow-up meeting at BPS central office with Superintendent Nembirkow and BPS administrators, Dean Bradfield and SEAS chairs – identification of Davis School as pilot PDS

November 3, 2006 – meeting at Davis school with principal, Darlene Campbell; Meredith Moran, Reading Specialist and CPAC member; and Mary Kelly, Davis instructional resource specialist. From BSC; Mary Ann McKinnon, and SEAS department chairs.  Plans were made to send a large cohort of student teachers to Davis in the spring 2007

w/o Nov. 6, Mary Ann works with Chairs to identify student teachers

November 9, 2006 – Mary Tanguay sends list of student teacher placement to Darlene Campbell

November 22, 2006 – Darlene Campbell returns completed ST placement request to Mary Tanguay
January 8, 2007  – mini supervision in action workshop for supervising teachers, 17 teachers from Davis attended training

Spring 2007 semester – 13 BSC student teachers are placed at the Davis school
Spring 2007 semester - 7 Davis teachers are enrolled in semester long Supervision in Action course
February 2007 – Mary Ann works with prepractica course instructors to set-up Prepractica field placement at Davis in spring 2007

February 12, 2007 – Dean Bradfield meets with Asst. Superintendent Dukess to discuss the parameters of a formal PDS relationship between the Davis School and BSC
TBA: set-up regular meeting schedule for a PDS steering cmte. – Darlene Campbell, Meredith Moran, Mary Ann McKinnon, Nancy Witherell, Ken Dobush or Bob MacMillan to discuss progress of PDS, etc.

B. New Bedford Public Schools

October 2005 – discussions began with Mayor of New Bedford, BSC president Mohler-Faria, BSC VP Ed Minnock and New Bedford superintendent Longo

January 27, 2006 – meeting at NB with BSC department chairs, and NB administrators
January 9, 2007 – M. McKinnon meets with New Bedford’s new teachers
January 22, 2007 - Mary Ann meets with Tyra Lopes to update on Brockton and New Bedford

January 25, 2007 - meeting with New Bedford administrator sin Bill Smith’s office, SGS
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