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Dear Friends,

Every groundbreaking program must have an architect.

Every new line of inquiry requires an inquisitive mind.

Every promising student needs a mentor.

As our institution continues to rocket ahead, we wanted to take time in this issue of
Bridgewater to recognize those who have fueled our rapid ascent.Thirty-four faculty 
members and librarians have served Bridgewater State College for more than 30 years.
For many, this institution is the only one they’ve ever known having spent their entire 
professional careers here. Numerous presidents have come and gone during their tenure.
Tens of thousands of students have passed through our doors. Entirely new disciplines 
have emerged just as others have been completely transformed. All the while, their energy,
ambition and commitment have propelled us forward.

They have been the true pioneers of institutional excellence, and though they may be a
little greyer than they were decades ago, they’ve shown absolutely no signs of slowing down.
The energy of today’s Bridgewater flows directly from their innovative spirit, just as the
nobility of our public mission is anchored in their long and distinguished service.

Contained in the pages that follow lies the essence of Bridgewater State College’s 
transformation. Captured in their own words and in the testimonials of numerous former
students who have gone on to do great things is not only a rich story of history but a clear
account of why our college has been so successful and why our future looks so bright.

In reading and in reminiscing, I hope you’ll take a few moments to join me in acknowl-
edging their millennium of service. An entire generation of alumni — if not the entire 
commonwealth — owes them a tremendous debt of gratitude.

Sincerely,

Dana Mohler-Faria
President
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By Maura King Scully

mmediately after this year’s opening
day breakfast in September, they
gathered for a group photo. It was 

no easy feat.There are 34 of them, repre-
senting the college’s three schools and 
two dozen academic departments, all
milling about the campus center courtyard.
Librarians chatted with biologists; histori-
ans swapped stories with educators; sociol-
ogists laughed with mathematicians. At
last, order prevailed, and the group was
organized and captured for posterity.The
occasion? They were all being recognized
for 30+ years of commitment to Bridge-
water State College, for their scholarly
contributions to their fields, and for the
profound impact they’ve had as the teach-
ers and mentors of thousands of BSC stu-
dents — past and present. While passersby
surely recognized many of their faces, it 
is likely that few could appreciate the total-
ity of their shared contributions to the

institution. For assembled on the courtyard
that sunny September morning were those
who had given more than a millennium of
service to Bridgewater State College.

Coming of Age
Hired from the mid-1960s to mid-1970s,
these men and women quite literally grew
up with Bridgewater State College.Their
three decades of professional development
coincides with a time of explosive growth
for the institution.

“When I came in 1965, we had about
1,000 students,” observed Prof. Walter
Gleason of the Department of Mathe-
matics and Computer Science, who holds
the distinction of being the college’s most
senior professor. “At the time, the whole
east side of the campus wasn’t there.There
was no library, no student union building.
Today, we have more than 10,000 students,
and the campus keeps growing.”

More students brought more faculty,
which then in turn led to more space for
classrooms and faculty offices.This was a
positive development, noted Dr. Gerald
Thornell, professor of elementary and early
childhood education, reflecting on the
1960s concept of faculty offices.

“When I started, all the education fac-
ulty were in one room on the second floor
of Boyden Hall,” he recalled. “There were
22 of us and one phone. Most were two or
three to a desk; if you were really senior,
you might get your own desk. Needless to
say, there was no privacy.”

Dr.Thornell contrasts that herd-like
arrangement with today noting, “now we
all have our own offices, personal comput-
ers and telephones.The working environ-
ment is superior.”

Along with the expansion of the 
physical campus has come commensurate
growth in programs and offerings.
“The college has continually added 

I

F E A T U R E  S T O R Y

O, Pioneers!
Senior Faculty 

Reflect on 30+ Years 
of Professional 

Contributions and Service 

Prof. Walter Gleason Ms. S. Mabell Bates Dr. Edward Braun Dr. Philip Silvia

Dr. Gerald Thornell Dr. Raymond ZuWallack
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new programs and majors to meet the
demand of the marketplace for trained
people,” said Dr. William Levin, professor
of sociology.

Others point out that the number of
graduate programs has grown exponen-
tially, as have the options and activities
offered to students. “We also have more
student academic support and assistance
programs,” said Susan Miskelly, associate
professor of communication, who super-
vises peer tutors in the Academic Achieve-
ment Center and continues to coach BSC’s
championship-winning Forensics Team.

Going High Tech
The concept of technology has also
changed radically over 30 years. “The 
college got its first academic computer 
in 1974,” recalled Prof. Robert Sutherland
of the Department of Mathematics and
Computer Science, who taught BSC’s 
first computer science course. “It was the

shoulder to watch what I was doing. We’ve
come a long way,” he said.

Thanks to developments like the
Moakley Center, technology is ubiquitous.
With online tools like Blackboard, for
example, “students now have the techno-
logical capacity to interact, address and
solve problems, and complete projects
24/7,” said Dr. Raymond ZuWallack, pro-
fessor of secondary education and profes-
sional programs. “It’s not unusual to log on
to Blackboard late at night and see ongoing
activity among student teams.”

Beyond the classroom experience,
faculty said technology altered many of
their professional fields. “We used to write
whole computer programs to solve specific
problems,” said Prof. Sutherland. “Now, a
computer is an everyday tool.”

“When I was in graduate school, it was
reasonably possible to master a particular
area,” said Dr. John Jahoda, professor of
biological sciences, “but not anymore.The

size of a refrigerator and housed 
in the science building.”

Over the years, of course, computers
became smaller and their use expanded,
encompassing functions far beyond the 

science building. Prof. Sutherland, in fact,
was one of the early faculty coordinators
for CART (Center for Advancement of
Research and Teaching). “I remember 
giving early presentations on DOS. We
were crowded into a room with one 
computer. I had people looking over my

It is estimated that more 

than 140,000 students 

have been taught by BSC’s 

senior faculty.

F E A T U R E  S T O R Y

Dr. Charles Angell Dr. Robert Fitzgibbons Dr. Stephen Levine Prof. Susan Miskelly

Prof. Richard Quindley Prof. Jean Stonehouse Dr. John JahodaProf. I. Philip Scalisi
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estimate now is that knowledge triples
every three to four years.”

Even history is a “much broader field
today than it was in the past,” said Prof.
Jean Stonehouse, chairperson of the
Department of History. “There’s now more
focus on social and cultural issues, and the
experiences of minorities has given us a
much richer view of the past.The Internet
has also made a huge amount of research
materials easily accessible. I can find the
papers of major historical figures and the
records of political entities online.”

Pushing the Envelope
But it’s not just longevity that makes this
group notable.These senior faculty are for-
midable scholars and have advanced — and
are still advancing — knowledge across a
broad spectrum of academic fields. Prof.
Gleason, for example, has authored 14
math textbooks, “and right now, I have two
more in the works,” he noted.

Dr. Jahoda secured the college’s first-
ever Science Education Partnership Award
(SEPA) from the National Institutes 
of Health, which brought the popular
CityLab program to BSC. “CityLab pro-
vides training for middle and high school
teachers in Southeastern Massachusetts 
in hands-on investigation techniques,”
he said. It’s also brought thousands of sec-
ondary students to campus to use advanced
scientific instrumentation not available at
their schools.

Dr.Thornell is considered a pioneer of
outdoor education, taking students out to
rivers, mountains and meadows to show
them how to use nature as a living class-
room. “This was in the 1970s; the concept
was then considered bizarre,” he recalled.
Former students like teacher Thomas St.
Thomas,’75, however, count that outdoor
education experience as influential. “It was
something that stayed with me the whole
time I taught,” said Mr. St.Thomas. “I

used to love taking my class outside, using
the things I learned on Gerry’s program.
It was a great way to reach certain types 
of kids — those with a lot of energy. It was
one of those innovative ideas that made
Bridgewater a great place to study educa-
tion.”

This year, Dr. Michael Kryzanek, pro-
fessor of political science, marked a major
professional milestone: the 25th anniversary
of editing Bridgewater Review, the bian-
nual faculty magazine he founded in 1981.
“We started it to highlight the work of 
faculty in a reader-friendly manner and to
show there’s a lot going on at public state
colleges,” he said.

“It’s been a great way for people to 
find out what we do — legislators, alumni
and the community,” added Dr. Levin,
associate editor.

Now in his 34th year at BSC, Dr.
Thomas Curley, professor of English, is
just finishing a groundbreaking book that

F E A T U R E  S T O R Y

Dr. Judith Stanton Dr. David Culver Dr.Thomas Turner Dr.Thomas Curley

Dr.Tracy Baldrate Dr. Michael Kryzanek Dr. William LevinDr. Joseph Huber
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Prof. Dorothy Puslifer Dr. Delija Valiukenas Dr. Susan Todd Dr. Edward James

will settle a 300-year-old forgery debate
between English author Samuel Johnson
and Scottish poet James Macpherson, who
claimed to have discovered and translated 
a Gaelic epic from the third century. With
the help of a Bridgewater Presidential
Fellowship and grants from organizations
like the National Endowment for the
Humanities, Dr. Curley traveled to nation-
al archives in Ireland, Scotland and
England where he uncovered new materi-
als in the centuries-old controversy.

“My research has uncovered the ‘DNA’
of Macpherson’s literary fraud,” Dr. Curley
explained. “About 80 percent of what 
will appear in my book are materials that
haven’t appeared in print before,” he said.
“I feel like I’m at the top of my intellectual
game.” His book, National Culture Wars in

18th Century Great Britain: Samuel Johnson,

“Ossian,” and the Celtic Revival, is due out
next year.

Lasting Impressions
Asked if particular memories stand out, the
long-timers’ answers vary from the general
“individual classes that have just clicked”
to receiving significant external grants, to
notable publishing accomplishments.

But for many, the best memories revolve
simply around their choice of profession.
“I don’t think of this as a job,” said Prof.
Sutherland. “I tell people I don’t work, I
teach.There hasn’t been a day when I did-
n’t want to come here and do what I do.”

For Dr.Thornell, enjoyment comes
from “seeing students come to us as
‘wannabe’ teachers and then seeing them
bloom into well-established educators. I

love it when they call two or three years 
out with questions. It’s wonderful that they
feel that connection.”

Indeed many faculty talk about individ-
ual students who have had an impact on
them. “Perhaps the greatest measure of my
success is the success of the students I’ve
mentored over the years,” said Dr. Jahoda.
“Several former students have received
PhDs, others have received their MDs or
DVMs. Many of my students have become
successful K-12 teachers, while others have

followed different career paths, like Jeff
Corwin, ’92, who has become a major TV
personality with his own wildlife shows on
the Discovery Channel and Animal
Planet.”

Dr. Stephen Levine, professor of theater
arts, regularly stays in touch with many of
his former students. “Theater is such an
interpersonal activity that you get to know
students very well,” he said. Each fall, he
looks forward to phone calls and e-mails
from former students, updating him on
their professional accomplishments.

“Henry Woronicz, ’76, was artistic
director of the Oregon Shakespeare
Festival, and he’s also had roles on the TV

show Law and Order. Jeffrey Donovan,
a BSC student in the 1980s, is another
Shakespearean actor; he played Hamlet 
a few years ago in the summer production
on the Boston Common.”

Talk to alumni, and there’s no doubt
that these experienced teacher-scholars
have influenced generations of BSC stu-
dents. “I am where I am today because of
Mike Kryzanek,” said Corinne Young ’91,
district representative in Massachusetts
congressman Jim Delahunt’s office. “I 
was the first Bridgewater student to do a
congressional internship in Washington,
D.C. It was at Mike’s urging, and he
worked with the administration to make it
possible.”Today, she notes, she’s one of a
handful of Bridgewater State College
graduates in Congressman Delahunt’s
office. “There are five staffers from four
decades, all of whom studied under Dr.
Kryzanek. “What a tremendous ongoing
legacy.” Ms. Young concluded.

Dr.Thomas Turner, professor of history,
is another faculty member who’s regularly
cited as an influential mentor. “I took 
every course Tom taught, and he also
supervised my student teaching,” said Sue
Szachowitz, ’75, former history teacher
and now principal of Brockton High
School. “Tom was so enthusiastic; he had 
a way of making any subject interesting.
He also cares a lot about teaching and kids.
For nearly 30 years, he’s served as a judge
for the regional National History Day high
school competition.”

Ian Delahanty, ’06, completed his 
senior honors thesis under Dr.Turner’s
direction, and considers the history

BSC’s senior faculty have 

a combined total of more 

than 1,200 years of service 

to the college.
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professor a mentor and a friend. “Tom is a
nationally known Lincoln scholar. It was
quite an experience to be able to work 
with such an established researcher,” he
said. Mr. Delahanty’s thesis captured the
Vera Laska award from the New England
History Teacher’s Association.Today,
he’s pursuing his master’s degree in history
at Boston College.

Collegiality Rules
Love of teaching, passion for their disci-
plines — these are key factors in having
kept so many outstanding faculty at BSC
for so many years. But it’s not the whole
story. Senior faculty also credit their col-
leagues — and their abiding friendships
with them — as major influencing factors.

“I have a group I’ve lunched with for 25
years,” said Dr. Levine. “We all started
around the same time, but are all in differ-
ent departments. We’ve all been very active
in research and really appreciate each
other’s scholarship.”

One such group even has its own name:
Quad 8. Dr. Philip Silvia, professor of 
history, explained: “There were eight of 
us from eight different departments that
used to play touch football on the quad-
rangle in front of Boyden Hall on Friday
afternoons, and then we’d adjourn to 
the Rathskeller. We socialized together,
and even put together a play one year to
raise money for student scholarships.
We’re older now, so we don’t play touch 
football. But we do seek each other out 
at campus events.”

“There were so many of us hired when
the baby boom generation came of college
age,” Dr. Levine added. “As we retire, there
are going to be a lot of spots to fill.”

But for now, however, most of the 34 are
staying put — some still grappling with the
whole notion of senior status. “Honestly, I
never thought of myself as a ‘senior faculty’
member. It kind of sneaks up on you.
That’s very common in aging,” mused 
Dr. Levin, whose area of specialty is
ageism. “In the end, being senior faculty
isn’t important. What is important are the
relationships we’ve made and the fact that
we’re still valued and contributing mem-
bers of the Bridgewater community.” ■

Maura King Scully is a freelance writer

from Walpole specializing in higher education.

Dr. Margaret Johnson Dr. David Richards Dr. Joel Litvin

Name Department Started at BSC

Walter Gleason ............Mathematics and Computer Science .....Aug. 29, 1965
Michael Makokian .......Mathematics and Computer Science .....Aug. 28, 1966
S. Mabell Bates ............Maxwell Library.....................................Jan. 1, 1967
Edward Braun ..............Movement Arts, Health Promotion .......Sept. 1, 1968

and Leisure Studies
Richard Enright ............Earth Sciences .......................................Sept. 1, 1968
Thomas Moore.............Mathematics and Computer Science .....Sept. 1, 1968
Philip Silvia ..................History...................................................Sept. 1, 1968
Robert Sutherland........Mathematics and Computer Science .....Sept. 1, 1968
Gerald Thornell ............Elementary and Early Childhood ...........Sept. 1, 1968

Education
Raymond ZuWallack ....Secondary Education and .....................Sept. 1, 1968

Professional Programs
Charles Angell..............English ..................................................Aug. 31, 1969
Robert Fitzgibbons.......Philosophy.............................................Aug. 31, 1969
Stephen Levine ............Theater and Dance ................................Aug. 31, 1969
Susan Miskelly .............Communication Studies ........................Aug. 31, 1969
Richard Quindley .........Mathematics and Computer Science .....Aug. 31, 1969
I. Philip Scalisi ..............Mathematics and Computer Science .....Aug. 31, 1969
Jean Stonehouse..........History...................................................Aug. 31, 1969

Name Department Started at BSC

John Jahoda.................Biological Sciences ................................Aug. 30, 1970
Louis Poule...................English ..................................................Aug. 30, 1970
Judith Stanton..............English ..................................................Aug. 30, 1970
David Culver ................History...................................................Aug. 29, 1971
Thomas Turner .............History...................................................Aug. 29, 1971
Thomas Curley .............English ..................................................Aug. 27, 1972
Tracy Baldrate ..............Special Education and ..........................Aug. 23, 1973

Communication Disorders
Joseph Huber ...............Movement Arts, Health Promotion ........Aug. 26, 1973

and Leisure Studies
Michael Kryzanek ........Political Science.....................................Aug. 26, 1973
William Levin ...............Sociology...............................................Aug. 26, 1973
Dorothy Pulsifer ...........Art .........................................................Aug. 26, 1973
Delija Valiukenas..........English ..................................................Aug. 26, 1973
Susan Todd...................Psychology ............................................Sept. 1, 1974
Edward James..............Philosophy.............................................Aug. 29, 1976
Margaret Johnson........Psychology ............................................Aug. 29, 1976
David Richards.............Psychology ............................................Aug. 29, 1976
Joel Litvin.....................Communication Studies ........................Aug. 28, 1977
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By Clare Leschin-Hoar

espite majoring in psychology 
during his undergraduate years at
Bridgewater State College, it turned

out that banking would become Thomas
Caron’s life’s work.

As president of Bank of Easton, Mr.
Caron has seen his small community bank
grow tenfold during his 23-year tenure —
expanding from $11 million to $90 
million.That growth is continuing, as 
Mr. Caron oversees the opening a new
branch office, which is at the entrance 
of the Hannaford Plaza on Route 106 
in Easton.

“I truly enjoy the small bank environ-
ment,” said Mr. Caron. “Even though 
I’m president of the bank, I can still 
interact with the customers and the 
community.That’s just what makes a 
small bank really great.”

Mr. Caron typically spends his time
overseeing day-to-day operations and 
acting as a liaison and contact for his bank’s
board of directors. He also develops the
bank’s strategic plan and budgets and 
handles many of the bank’s state and 
federal regulatory requirements.

“Dealing with regulatory matters is 
just huge. All banks are examined once
every year and a half. We’re audited every
year, and the FDIC requires us to do a 
lot of reporting and monitoring,” said 
Mr. Caron.

In fact, since the Patriot Act, banks like
Mr. Caron’s are often considered one of the
government’s first lines of defense.

“If someone comes in with a check and
wants cash, we have to file a report if it’s
over $10,000. We have to keep track of
non-customers that buy money orders and
checks. When we open a new account,
there needs to be two or three forms of
identification — that process can be a bit
cumbersome. While that doesn’t sound
tough to do, it’s the retention of that infor-
mation that becomes a challenge,” he said.

In addition to his tenure as bank presi-
dent, Mr. Caron also has contributed time
as a board member for a variety of groups,
including: The Children’s Museum in
Easton, the Massachusetts Bankers
Insurance Trust and the Cooperative
Bankers Retirement Association. He also
sits on the board of directors of America’s
Community Bankers, a national banking
trade association. But it was his role as
past-chairman of the Community Bank
League of New England that sent him to
Washington, D.C., in 1997, to testify
before the banking committee against
allowing banks to charge ATM surcharges.

Mr. Caron credits much of his success
to his time at BSC.

“It really did prepare me. I’m a huge
believer in the state colleges in Massa-
chusetts. I think they’re fantastic schools,”
he said.

That’s a belief he’s passing along to his
four sons. His eldest graduated from
UMass Dartmouth; the second oldest
graduated from UMass Amherst. His two
youngest children attend Bridgewater-
Raynham High School.

“Due to the lower cost of the tuition 
at state schools, we’ll be able to send them
all through college without a whole lot 
of debt as opposed to a private college.
That’s not to say private colleges don’t
serve their purpose — they certainly do,
there are many prestigious colleges, but
undoubtedly, Bridgewater State College
served me very well,” said Mr. Caron.

A resident of the Town of Bridgewater
for nearly 20 years, Mr. Caron and his 
wife, Ruth, are active members of the 
community. Mr. Caron is an avid music 
fan and regularly plays guitar for the choir
at St. Basil’s Chapel on the BSC campus.
The Carons also enjoy touring the various
coffeehouses throughout the area and 
enjoy the range of music they offer.

“The talent they bring in is incredible,”
said Mr. Caron.

Mr. Caron’s interests even expand to
astronomy, and he’s a frequent visitor to the
BSC observatory.

“I’ve always enjoyed that and ended up
buying a telescope about six or seven years
ago. It’s just an amazing thing. Once you
start learning about it, you’re hooked on the
immenseness of everything,” he said. ■

Clare Leschin-Hoar of Mansfield writes

for magazines and newspapers covering such

topics as environmental issues, social enter-

prise, food, agriculture, health and business.

A L U M N I  P R O F I L E

Thomas Caron, ’76, works at his office at the Bank of Easton.

D

Local Bank President Thomas Caron, ’76,
Enjoys Interacting with the Customers and 
the Community

c1-c4_01-32brid  10/18/06  5:00 AM  Page 7



8 Fall 2006

A L U M N I  P R O F I L E

Stephen Folino’s
Commitment Makes
Program for At-Risk
Students a Success
By Clare Leschin-Hoar

or many of the students under
Stephen Folino’s watch, behavioral
and emotional issues make it nearly

impossible for them to attend and flourish
at their regular public schools. But Rock-
land’s North River School has been making
a pronounced difference in the lives of
these teens by providing a diverse learning
experience, while imparting important
skills these students need to succeed.

For the last six years, Mr. Folino, ’78, has
been program director for the alternative
middle and high school. As it turns out, the
school is also a small hive of other Bridge-
water State College graduates, including
several teachers and the school’s intern,
Joanna Deane, who’s getting hands-on
experience towards her master’s degree in
social work.

Walk with Mr. Folino through the hall-
ways, and you’re struck by his personal
knowledge of each of the 50-plus students
who attend. He greets each by name, and
in return, they respond with broad smiles
and full eye contact — a principal/student
interaction that’s very likely a new experi-
ence for this population of students.

“I like the kids. I just like them. I’ve
been working with this at-risk population
for a long time now, and I also like working
with the people who are committed to this
type of work,” said Mr. Folino.

Arriving at school at 7 AM, Mr. Folino
typically spends his day discussing current
pressing issues, working in team meetings
with the staff, reviewing students’ IEPs
(Individual Education Programs) and han-
dling behavioral interventions with those
students who may be having difficulty.
Occasionally, he’s even been known to
throw in a game of basketball with the 
students at the end of the day.

The North River School is part of the
North River Collaborative, which is made
up of the school districts of Abington,
Hanover, Rockland, East Bridgewater,
West Bridgewater, Bridgewater-Raynham
and Whitman-Hanson Regional. While

the school provides the educational com-
ponent required by the state, each is unique
in its vocational opportunities.

Providing services to local communities,
students from the North River School 
prepare meals at a local elementary school
and provide Meals-on-Wheels service to
seniors.The school has a small engine
repair shop where students learn how to
repair lawnmowers and go-carts and occa-
sionally work on an automobile.There is
also a print shop, where students are given
the opportunity to fulfill print and design
orders from a variety of community groups,
including the Kiwanis.They create
newsletters for several area schools,
brochures for local businesses and more.

Mr. Folino describes most of the 
students as “good kids who have made bad
choices” and who often come from difficult
backgrounds.

“It can be very sad, and we talk about
that, but they do find success. If you didn’t
see the successes, you wouldn’t be able to
stay in this business,” he said.

“For a lot of the students, it’s that they
need the small structure we can offer,” said
Mr. Folino.

That means five to seven students in a
classroom versus 25 or more in their origi-
nating schools.

For the last five years, Mr. Folino has
worked with BSC to provide internship
opportunities. Most have been first- and
second-year students in the Master of
Social Work program. So far, it’s been a
good match, he said.

Ms. Deane said it’s been a strong fit for
her. “This is something I’d really like to do
when I graduate,” said Ms. Deane. “I like
the population. I like the adolescents. I like
the school setting, too, and my supervisor,
Don Wilkinson, has made it a great learn-
ing experience. I jumped right in working
with the kids, even though I was nervous
about it.”

Mr. Folino said it’s a relationship he’d
like to foster.

“We’ve had great success with the BSC
students that we’ve had, and I’m sure we’d
be happy to take on a second student as a
counselor, but it takes someone who really
wants to work with this population as
well,” he said. ■

Clare Leschin-Hoar of Mansfield writes for
magazines and newspapers, covering such 
topics as environmental issues, social enter-
prise, food, agriculture, health and business

F

Stephen Folino, ’78, at the North River School in Rockland.
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A Tale of Two Alumnae Authors

By David K. Wilson, ’71

race Gannon Rudolph, ’93, and Nancy
Brady Cunningham, ’80, are two
Bridgewater State College graduates

who have never met but who have made
their marks as published authors. And
although the subjects of their writing are
vastly different, each shares in common
some significant personal characteristics.

Both are graduates of Catholic girls’
schools, and both mothers earned their
bachelor’s degrees at BSC while balancing
careers and raising children. Further,
despite a passionate commitment to 
writing — which consumes much of their
free time — each is deeply involved in her
local community in a variety of public 
service activities.

Ms. Rudolph, a native of Ohio, is a
social worker at the Radius Healthcare
Center of Plymouth and has spent more
than a decade applying her knowledge and
skills at nursing and rehabilitation centers
throughout Southeastern Massachusetts.

She began polishing her writing skills
when she took a position in an advertising
agency. “I loved it because I had the chance
to write advertising copy for newspapers
and television. I’d been writing since the
age of seven, but this was my first opportu-
nity to get paid for what I enjoyed doing,”
she said.

“I started taking courses at Bridgewater
mostly for my own enrichment when my
children were small, and I really liked the
school. … I was fortunate to have wonder-
ful teachers such as Dorothy Howard and
Rebecca Leavitt. I had a great experience 
at Bridgewater,” she said.

“All through this I was writing. I
worked for the Old Colony Memorial news-
papers, doing the entertainment section,
and eventually I graduated to writing
books, which is my main focus now,” Ms.
Rudolph explained.

Her career as an author began in earnest
after The Boston Globe published a short
story of hers, “Rural Nightmare,” which
she adapted as a one-act play for Bakers
Plays. Subsequently, WGBH/NPR pro-
duced her radio play, Visiting Rules.

To date, two of Ms. Rudolph’s books
have been published: Elder’s Statements,

We’re All In This Together, a book about
elder care, which has been translated into
Dutch, and a novel, A Stroke of Good Luck,

Ice Floes, Polo Bears. Eskimos: An Inside Look

at Nursing Homes.

“Writing has been important to me
since childhood,” said Ms. Rudolph. “As
long as I can put words to paper, that’s
going to be a major focus of mine.”

Ms. Cunningham, ’80, is a native of
Pawtucket, RI, who attended Rhode Island
College for two years, met her husband,
Ed (G ’79), and the couple moved to
Taunton. While her two children were
young, she decided to enroll at Bridgewater
State College part time to earn a bachelor’s
degree in psychology.

“I was able to combine day classes and
evening classes at BSC, which allowed 
me to continue teaching yoga — which I’ve
been doing for more than two decades 
now — while also taking care of my family.
It was a bit of a balancing act, but I enjoyed
it thoroughly,” she said.

In 1986, Ms. Cunningham decided to
take up writing. “I had very good luck right
from the start. I subscribed to a magazine
called Festival, which was dedicated to 
topics dealing with family celebrations and
rituals to make life more meaningful. I
wrote to the editors asking if they knew of
any publishers who might be interested in 

a book on this subject. A letter came back
telling me that the company also published
books on that topic.The editors liked the
proposal, and they agreed to publish my
first book, which I called Feeding the Spirit.

And that was my start as a writer,” Ms.
Cunningham explained.

Over the next 15 years, she would 
publish four more books on similar themes,
and she has extended her writing horizons 
into poetry.

“About a dozen years ago, I took a poet-
ry class at the Boston Center for Adult
Education and loved writing poetry. Now
I’ve had my poems published, and I’ve
become active in poetry circles.”

She still teaches yoga — averaging half 
a dozen classes a week — while she works
on a sixth book, which will be devoted 
to poetry.

Is there a secret to becoming a pub-
lished author?

“I write nonfiction that has a spiritual
base. If there’s any secret to getting pub-
lished, it is, to me, specialization. I write
about what I like.”

Both Ms. Cunningham’s daughter and
grandson are following in her footsteps.
“My daughter’s an editor who has done 
a lot of writing in the technology field,
and my grandson, who’s only 8, is writing
poetry. Writing is definitely part of our
family tradition.” ■

Grace Gannon Rudolph, ’93

Nancy Brady Cunningham, ’80
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Corner of the Sky
John Simms, ’85, President, Strong Wings Adventure School

By Maura King Scully

rive around Nantucket with John
Simms, and it’s like spending the day
with a celebrity. A beep here, a wave

there, a friendly greeting as he rounds the
corner. His well-wishers come from all
walks of life: They are plumbers and car-
penters, shopkeepers and Siaconset town
officials. And they all have one thing in
common: They are alumni of Strong
Wings Adventure School, which Mr.
Simms founded in 1991. Seeing past 
students succeed, going about their day-to-
day business, “that’s what’s most rewarding
for me,” said the lanky 44-year-old.

Strong Wings Adventure School offers
year-round outdoor programs drawing 
on Nantucket’s vast natural resources.
Elementary and middle school-aged 
students can enroll in courses including
mountain biking, kayaking, rock climbing,
snorkeling and swimming. For 10 years,
Strong Wings coordinated operations 
from a small satellite office. In 2001, the
adventure school moved onto five acres 
and into a new, airy 3,500-foot post-and-
beam lodge.There, a full-time staff of four
certified instructors manage programs of
varying sizes.The after-school program,
for example, draws 40 to 50 students 
during the academic year, while the 
summer camps attract nearly 400 youths
from across the region.

With the opening of the adventure 
center, Strong Wings gained responsibility
for Nantucket’s alternative high school,
the Discovery Program, which works 
with troubled youths. Strong Wings’
staff supervises all science and environ-
mental programs at one of the island’s 
private schools.

Strong Wings is a dream come true for
the outdoor enthusiast, but it’s a path that
was far from clear when Mr. Simms arrived
at BSC in 1981. “I was burned out on 
football,” confessed the former North
Attleboro High School gridiron star.
After trying a year playing college ball in
the Midwest, Mr. Simms returned home
and enrolled at BSC.

“Bridgewater State College fit what I
was looking for,” he explained. “I wanted a
school with a good reputation, but I also
needed to work full time.” An anthropolo-
gy major, Mr. Simms worked by night,
took classes by day and managed to gradu-
ate in four years. “I also had some really
great professors,” he said. After earning his
degree, Mr. Simms decided to revisit foot-
ball. He spent the next year trying out for
five professional football teams, but didn’t

make a squad. By this time, “I was married
and wanted to settle down,” he explained.
He had always loved working with kids, so
on a whim, he applied for a yearlong con-
tract position running a program for at-risk
youth on Nantucket.

“I was working with kids in crisis, but I
also saw a ton of other kids, not in crisis,
but who were looking for adventure, to get
into the outdoors. And it clicked for me
that there wasn’t anything like that on the
island,” he recalled.

Thus, in 1989, Strong Wings began to
take shape. Mr. Simms knew he’d need
advanced education to make his dream
reality, so he enrolled in a master’s program
in environmental science at Antioch 
New England Graduate School in New
Hampshire. Antioch allowed him to make
starting and running Strong Wings the
focus of his study. “I learned about the 
outdoors, but also about managing a non-
profit, working with a board — all the
things I would need to know to succeed,”
he recounted.

And succeed he did. Mr. Simms opened
Strong Wings in 1991, taking the name
“straight from my imagination. I figured 
it would fit with Nantucket and say what
we are: We help kids get stronger wings.”
Mr. Simms said the camps’ programs 
aim to build self-esteem, teamwork 
and leadership.

Today, Mr. Simms is still learning. He’s
taken a step back from day-to-day opera-
tions to concentrate on management.
Though he made the change reluctantly,
he recognizes that “as you get older, you
lose some of that nice, natural connection
with kids.” Now he’s focusing on building
financial security for Strong Wings, raising
money to pay off the lodge and eventually
build an endowment. “I want it to be
strong enough to survive and thrive 
even when I’m gone,” said Mr. Simms.

For more information on Strong Wings
Adventure School programs, visit
www.strongwings.org. ■

Maura King Scully is a freelance writer

from Walpole specializing in higher education.

John Simms, ’85
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Dr. Dana Mohler-Faria and Kathy Mohler-Faria, ’81, stand in front of
Barry House with Dr. Marilyn Barry, ’58, and Dennis Barry.

C O L L E G E  S T O R I E S

On-campus
Presidential Residence
Established at 
Barry House 
By John Winters

ridgewater State College once again
has a presidential residence.

Dr. Dana Mohler-Faria, president
of the college, began the new school year
with wife Kathy, ’81, and son Jonathan 
living in a beautiful century-old home in
the heart of the campus community called
Barry House.

The residence is named for Dr.
Marilyn, ’58, and Mr. Dennis Barry in
honor of their gift to the Bridgewater State
College Foundation, which made possible
the foundation’s purchase of the home.
Dr. Barry served her alma mater from
1974-1998 as professor of special educa-
tion and dean of the graduate school.
She is a trustee of the Foundation.

President Mohler-Faria, during a dedi-
cation held at the home two weeks before
the start of the 2006-2007 academic year,
expressed gratitude to those who made 
the purchase and renovation of the home
possible, as well as the pride he felt in occu-
pying BSC’s new presidential residence.

“To be the first president to live in 
Barry House, the house made possible 
by our good friends and people who 
love this college, is a tremendous honor,”
he said.

BSC had been without a presidential
residence since the 1980s. When President
Emerita Adrian Tinsley took office in
1989, she decided Gates House, which was
built in 1870 and had served as the college’s
presidential residence since the 1930s, was
going to cost too much to renovate, espe-
cially during the state’s fiscal crunch at the
time. Dr.Tinsley bought a house in town,
and Gates House eventually became home
to the Undergraduate Admission Office.

Last fall, the house at the corner of Park
Terrace and Shaw Road became available,
and steps were taken by the Bridgewater
State College Foundation to purchase the
property, which is next door to the Davis
Alumni Center.

“It’s a significant change because it’s 
one thing to move, but it’s another thing to
move right into the middle of where you
work,” President Mohler-Faria said. “Both
Kathy and Jonathan are wonderful, incred-
ible people, and I’m happy to know that
this campus will envelop them as it has
enveloped me.”

Barry House is a two-story, 10-room
Colonial-style home, built between 1901
and 1903 by J. Franklin McElwain, who
nearly a decade earlier had co-founded
with his brother, William, a shoe company
in Bridgewater. William bought the home
in 1904, and four years later it was sold to
Silas W. Derby, a superintendent at the
shoe company.

Other owners over the years have
included Frederick and Anna McNeeland,
operators of the Bridgewater Ice and Coal

Company.The most recent owners were
William and Linda Sun, who lived in the
house from 1984 until it was sold to the
BSC Foundation last November.

Speaking at the dedication, Dr.Tinsley
said Barry House is much more than a resi-
dence for BSC’s current and future presi-
dents.

“I think it’s very important and signifi-
cant that the college is returning to the tra-
dition of providing a home on campus for
the president,” she said. “This is a major
step forward because it changes the look of
the college, the feel of the college and the
leadership dynamics. It permits the presi-
dent and his family to function as the heart
and the emotional center of the campus.”

President Mohler-Faria agreed, adding
that Barry House transcends the tradition-
al notion of a presidential residence.
“We’ve come to realize that it is very sym-
bolic of the college returning to its core
philosophy of ‘ministering unto and not
being ministered to’,” he said.

The Barry gift that made the purchase
of the home possible is, in the words of Dr.
Tinsley, “a wonderful capstone to a lifetime
of service to Bridgewater State College.”

At the dedication ceremony, Dr. Barry
talked about how much the institution has
meant to her over the years and how she
was glad to now be a part of both its history
and its future.

“Little did I know when I walked the
halls of Boyden Hall more than 50 years
ago that my love affair with the college
would span a lifetime and provide me with
some of the most wonderful days of my
life,” she said.

She reflected on her time at the college
as not only a student, a professor and a
dean, but also as a department chairperson,
a faculty member who taught in Brazil and
Mexico, and as a recipient of three distin-
guished service awards.

In her remarks, she also thanked her
“soul mate,” her husband Dennis, and
many family members who were in atten-
dance at the dedication, including the 
couple’s sons, Denny and Chris, and 
their families.

Then, addressing those invited to 
the event, Dr. Barry closed her remarks 
with, “I don’t know how my life would 
have ever been had I not been blessed by 
all of you.” ■
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College Continues
Quality Expansion
Several Projects Completed
Over Summer Months
By John Winters

he 2006-2007 academic year finds
Bridgewater State College in the
midst of one of the largest expansion

periods in its history.The last issue of
Bridgewater brought news of a 400-bed
residence hall under construction and slat-
ed for a fall 2007 opening, as well as the
planned science center. Several other major
projects on campus are underway or have
recently been completed.

The new and renovated facilities will
allow BSC to keep pace with its growth 
on several fronts.This fall, a record 1,400
freshmen arrived on campus, chosen from
nearly 7,100 applicants, also a record.
Meanwhile, the announcement of the 
construction of a new residence hall didn’t
shrink the waiting list for on-campus 
housing — it has increased demand.

Faculty ranks grew by 41, bringing the
total number of full-time tenured and
tenure-track faculty to 294, with plans to
significantly increase that number over the
next five years. New programs and initia-
tives will help BSC solidify its reputation
as a regional resource in the years ahead.

Behind all the growth is the singular
goal of ensuring that students and faculty
have everything necessary to engage in the
important work that is at the core of this
institution, said Dr. Dana Mohler-Faria,
college president.

“At the heart of everything we do, there
is an emphasis on quality,” he said.

One large project that was completed by
the end of summer was a $7 million reno-
vation to the Shea-Durgin residence hall.
The freshman living quarters offer com-
pletely renovated rooms, common areas
and bathrooms. Most of the rooms were
gutted, and many were increased in size.

Those returning to campus in
September also found the second floor of
the Maxwell Library with the same look
and feel as the first floor, which was reno-
vated during summer 2005.The upgrade

includes new carpeting and furniture, com-
puterized workstations, a special section 
for books and materials dealing with K-12
education instruction, new conference
rooms for collaborative projects, offices 
for the Adrian Tinsley Program for Under-
graduate Research and the Massachusetts
Aggression Reduction Center, and special
“plug-and-play” areas where patrons can
use their laptop computers.

“The goal was to make the space more
open and vibrant,” said Michael Somers,
director of library services.

BSC continues its tradition as a leader
in technology provided to students and
faculty thanks to improvements to both 
the wired and wireless networks across
campus. As part of that project, there are
480 wireless access points on campus, said
Bill Davis, vice president for administra-
tion and chief information officer.

“There are many more students with
laptops on campus, and they needed a
faster and more robust network to support
them,” he said. “You should get a signal 
virtually anywhere on campus.”

Work done over the summer means all
BSC classrooms are equipped with updat-
ed technology, and the Open Access Lab
on the ground floor of the Moakley Center
was renovated.

“It was a fantastically busy summer, but
we think students and faculty will be very
pleased with the results,” Mr. Davis said.

A new 600-space parking lot for com-
muters, adjacent to the Operations Center,
was completed before the start of the new
academic year, and the roof of Rondileau
Campus Center was replaced, an upgrade
that will allow for improvements inside the
facility. Many other smaller but critically
important projects and renovations are 
evident throughout the campus.

The new academic year saw President
Mohler-Faria move to campus, becoming
the first college leader to reside within its
confines since Dr. Adrian Rondileau,
BSC’s eighth president. President Mohler-
Faria and his family moved into Barry
House on Park Terrace.

The presidential residence is named 
for Dr. Marilyn, ’58, and Mr. Dennis 
Barry in honor of their generous gift to 
the Bridgewater State College Foundation,
which made possible the purchase of 
the home by the Foundation. Dr. Barry
served her alma mater from 1974-1998 
as professor of special education and dean
of the graduate school. She is a trustee of
the Foundation.

Dr. Mohler-Faria said living on 
campus will allow him to engage with 
the college community on a deeper 
level and better lead the college’s next
fundraising campaign. ■

T

The second floor of the Maxwell Library has more
open space and work areas for students.

Open access lab at the Moakley Center after summer
renovation.

The bright hallways were part of the $7 million
renovation to Shea-Durgin residence hall.

c2_1_5_10_12_19_20_c4bridR1  10/25/06  10:39 AM  Page 5



Fall 2006 13

C O L L E G E  S T O R I E S

Budding Scientists Fall in Love During Woods Hole Experience
BSC Students Gain Hands-on Experience Alongside Nobel Laureates

By John Winters

lden Gustafson of Dighton had the
summer of his life. He didn’t lounge
on an exotic beach or follow the Red

Sox around the country.The Bridgewater
State College junior spent the early part 
of his summer vacation at the Marine
Biological Laboratory in Woods Hole 
as a course assistant.

There, he rubbed shoulders with Nobel
laureates, experienced what it was like 
to operate a lab, and learned about some 
of the most cutting-edge research being
done today. “It’s amazing,” he said. “They
told me it was a great opportunity, and 
I said, ‘yes’.”

The relationship between the Marine
Biological Laboratory and Bridgewater
State College provides a handful of stu-
dents each year a great opportunity. BSC
students spend a portion of their summer
helping the facility operate the dozen or 
so courses offered May through August 
to 600 to 700 students.

In return, the BSC students learn while
they work.They’re assigned to a course
coordinator and assist with prep work
required for the courses, which includes
setting up audio-visual equipment before
lectures, acting as a hands-on assistant 
during labs and doing just about anything
necessary to facilitate the laboratory’s 
summer programs.

There’s plenty of time left over for the
students to do some science themselves.
Mr. Gustafson experimented with a 
micromanipulator to fertilize mouse eggs,
dissected mice ovaries and learned much
about conducting laboratory research.

“It’s really what you’d expect from a
high-level lab class,” he said.

He’s in good company, working shoul-
der to shoulder with PhD students, post-
doctorate research fellows, and medical and
veterinary doctors from around the world.
“It’s great to have conversations with them.
I learn a lot just talking to them,” he said.

BSC students who spend a portion 
of the summer at Woods Hole sit in on 
lectures by the Marine Biological

Laboratory’s visiting faculty. Some are
Nobel laureates, all are leaders in their
selected fields, and a good number of 
the lectures incorporate topics that are 
on the frontiers of modern science. Many
have published scientific papers produced
as a result of the research conducted as 
part of the summer courses, said Gina
Hebert, the laboratory’s assistant director
of communications.

Dr. Jeffery Bowen, a biology professor
at BSC, has long been involved with the
Marine Biological Laboratory, and for the
past several years, this relationship has
allowed four or five BSC students to spend
a part of their summers working and learn-
ing at Woods Hole.The scientists at the
lab tell him they enjoy working with the
college’s “smart and energetic” students.

Dr. Bowen said he sees an almost
immediate change in the students who
spend a few weeks in Woods Hole. “They
soon begin to see themselves reflected in
the lives of these scientists.The result is a
huge boost in confidence, and they often
leave with a greater sense of purpose. I
often have a big smile when our students
comment about the amazing lectures
they’ve heard and the astonishing things
they’ve seen.”

Jonathan Cherry is the Marine
Biological Laboratory course coordinator
with whom Mr. Gustafson worked. He
said the Woods Hole experience can give a
real boost to a burgeoning scientist.

“Coming here, the students get a broad
view of the world,” he said, adding that
many have gone on to graduate programs
at prestigious universities, such as Duke
and Northwestern. “It’s a great stepping
stone.”

Mr. Gustafson said he not only learned
a lot during his time at Woods Hole, but
also the experience solidified his desire to
pursue a career in the biological sciences. “I
can see a lot of exciting applications for the
things I’m doing here,” he said.

The Marine Biological Laboratory
opens doors for Bridgewater State College
students who participate in the program,
Dr. Bowen said.They build relationships
with the students and scientists they meet,
and may even end up with a letter of rec-
ommendation from a Nobel Prize winner.

The networking they do helps BSC 
students pursue careers after they graduate.
Just having the Marine Biological
Laboratory listed on one’s resume is
impressive enough, he said. “This experi-
ence opens doors for our students’ futures,”
he added.

Other BSC students who worked as
course assistants over the summer were
Megan Dobro, Geoff Guimaraes, Joanne
Russo and Ed Kelliher.

The Woods Hole experience typically
infuses a student with a true passion for
this work, said Dr. Bowen, which can be
even more important than the hands-on
learning opportunity.

“Our students who come to work at
MBL return with that familiar glow in
their eyes indicating that they now know
what it is they want to do with their lives,”
he said. ■

A

Alden Gustafson collects samples at Woods Hole.

c1-c4_01-32brid  10/18/06  5:02 AM  Page 13


