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Dear Friends,
One hundred and sixty-seven years ago this summer, in August 1846, the college’s

first permanent home was built and dedicated. A simple, two-story, wooden build-

ing, it was just large enough to accommodate the school’s 40 students and two 

faculty members. One of Bridgewater State College’s principal founders, Horace

Mann, was the keynote speaker for the celebration. For many years prior, his had

been a lonely voice persuading the Massachusetts legislature to make (at least at the

time) radical changes concerning the preparation of teachers.
Prior to the establishment of the first normal schools, anyone and everyone could choose to teach in a public school

– no training or education whatsoever was required. Just show up with a book in your hand at the schoolhouse door.
Horace Mann took a much longer view of education and realized that the successful development of the nation was

inextricably linked to the preparation of quality teachers. His was certainly an uphill battle, and he faced great scrutiny,
cynicism and skepticism. So precarious did the legislature find this novelty that it insisted the word state be omitted
from the names of the first normal schools.They also gave our fledgling college just three years to prove itself. If it
erred in any way – which they presumed it would – it would be gone forever.

Horace Mann was vindicated on that August day in 1846, and his great experiment has not only survived but
thrived. And while much has changed for the institution we now know as Bridgewater State College over the past 
167 years, some things never will. As the oldest permanently sited teacher preparation institution in the United States,
Bridgewater State College has a proud heritage of instilling in its graduates a profound appreciation for the value of
public education.

In this issue, we celebrate the contributions of alumni who continue to blaze the path begun by Horace Mann.
Chief among them is Warren Phillips, ’75, G’88, G’02, whose creativity and commitment as a science teacher for
Plymouth public schools places him at the very apex of public educators in the United States.

Over the years we’ve developed quite the reputation for our countless contributions to the noble cause of improving
the quality of public education in Massachusetts. When our new governor asked me to serve as his special adviser for
education, I have no doubt he did so with that reputation in mind – a reputation that’s been built on the backs of our
45,000 living alumni and all of those who preceded them.

As we pause to honor some of our best and brightest educators who got their start here, we do so with a keen 
attention to history, a deep sense of pride and an enduring commitment to excellence in teacher preparation.

Bridgewater State College.
First in Education. Second to None.

Sincerely,

Dana Mohler-Faria
President
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By Maura King Scully

n 2006, Warren Phillips made
Bridgewater State College history.
A 32-year veteran science teacher in

the Plymouth public middle schools, Mr.
Phillips became the first BSC educator 
to be named to the coveted USA Today

All-USA Teaching Team. One of only 20
nationally so honored, he received a trophy
and $2,500 for his school. He was also 
profiled in USA Today in January.

The ninth annual All-USA Teacher
Team members were selected from a
nationally nominated pool of kindergarten
through grade 12 teachers. In a two-step
judging process, education professionals
considered how well nominees defined 
and met their students’ needs and, most
importantly, the impact they’ve had on 
student learning.

And there’s no doubt that Mr. Phillips
has had big impact. “Warren is one of the
most remarkable science educators I’ve ever

known,” said Nicola Micozzi Jr., ’71,
Plymouth public schools science coordina-
tor and Mr. Phillips’ supervisor for the past
27 years. “He wins the hearts and minds 
of his students, engaging all their senses,
pulling every trick in the book to get them
to stretch and apply their knowledge in 
different settings.There’s no doubt the 
science program in the Plymouth public
schools would not be what it is today with-
out Warren Phillips.”

I

F E A T U R E  S T O R Y

All-American Teacher
Warren Phillips, ’75, MAT ’88, MEd ’02, tapped for 

USA Today All-USA Teaching Team.

Warren Phillips works with H.O.W.L. (Helping Others While Learning) students,Tyler Green, Libby Brigida and Holly Duddy, as they adjust cameras in prepara-
tion of guest speaker television interview at Plymouth Community Intermediate School.
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Secret of Success
“Work hard, work hard, work hard.” It’s 
a sign emblazoned on the wall in Mr.
Phillips’ classroom, meant to inspire his
seventh graders. But it’s also a fitting motto
for the man himself.

Outside his work as a classroom teacher,
Mr. Phillips advises the garden club, pro-
duces a student cable TV news show and
coordinates a three-day outdoor education
field trip each year for 700 plus students. In
a quest to reinforce science concepts with
young students, the accomplished amateur
musician composed and produced three
CDs: “Sing-A-Long Science,” “Sing-A-
Long Science: The Sequel” and “Sing-A-
Long Science: The Second Sequel.” He’s
also a contributing writer for the Prentice-
Hall Science Explorer textbook series and
NSTA’s Exemplary Science in Grades 5-8.

Married for 31 years to his high-school
sweetheart, Karen Friberg Phillips, ’75, he’s
the father of two, successful children,
Jeffrey and Kristin. He also plays in a band
on Wednesday nights, a basketball league
on Tuesday nights, is an avid gardener,
rollerblades and plays soccer.

“I’m just one of those people who sets a
goal and does it,” said Mr. Phillips.

He credits his relentless determination
in part to his stature. Growing up in
Weymouth, he said, “I was the smallest guy
in junior high.They used to line us up for
gym by height, and I was always first. I
think it drove me to be competitive.”

Mr. Phillips commuted to Bridgewater
State College, earning a BA in earth 
sciences while working full time. He 
chose earth sciences at the urging of some
of his professors including Ira Furlong and
Paul Blackford. “They just encouraged me
and took me under their wing,” he noted.
“I was lucky.”

When Mr. Phillips graduated in 1975,
teaching jobs were hard to come by. In late
August, Mr. Phillips spotted an ad for a
middle school science teacher in Plymouth
and applied. “They called, and I went in 
for what I thought was an interview,” he
recalled. “It was actually a tour – I already
had the job.They had just built a new 
middle school – Plymouth Community
Intermediate School (PCIS) – and hired
120 new teachers. It was two days before
school started, and they were short one 
science teacher.”

all back to bear on his classroom,” noted
Mr. Micozzi.

Along the way, Mr. Phillips has also
become a nationally recognized educator,
tapped regularly for his expertise. He
served on the advisory board of Docutek,
a Web portal for school-parent-teacher
communication; he’s a teacher-leader for
the Massachusetts Department of Educa-
tion Partnership Advancing the Learning
of Mathematics and Science (PALMS);
a certified teacher-trainer for the JASON
Project, a program designed to inspire 
life-long passion for science, math and
technology through real-world scientific
discovery; and in 2000 passed the National
Board for Professional Teaching Standards
(NBPTS) test. He’s written curriculum for
Northeastern University’s Project SEED
(Science Education through Experiments
and Demonstrations), an enhancement
program for sixth–tenth grade science
teachers, as well as the Plymouth public
schools online science curriculum. He 
also serves as science Web master for the
Plymouth public schools.

An Entrepreneur at Heart
Though he’s a consummate educator, the
true secret of Mr. Phillips’ success, said 
Mr. Micozzi, is that “he’s really an entre-
preneur.” In the late 1990s when the

That happy accident of fate turned into
a 30-year love affair between Mr. Phillips
and PCIS. “Warren is one of the most
enthusiastic teachers you could ever have,”
raved Mr. Micozzi. “He literally lives the
job.” Always looking to push the envelope,
“he’s mastered the profession. He’s added
to his skill set with two more Bridgewater
degrees: an MAT in teaching physical sci-
ences in 1988 and an MEd in instructional
technology in 2002, and has brought that

F E A T U R E  S T O R Y

“Warren is one of the most

remarkable science educators

I’ve ever known… He wins 

the hearts and minds of his 

students, engaging all their

senses, pulling every trick in 

the book to get them to stretch

and apply their knowledge 

in different settings.”

Nicola Micozzi Jr., ’71, Plymouth public
schools science coordinator

Warren Phillips and Nicola Micozzi Jr., ’71, Plymouth public schools science coordinator
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Massachusetts economy spiraled into
recession, school budgets were stretched
thin.There were barely funds for basic
instruction, never mind the kind of for-
ward-thinking teaching Mr. Phillips had in
mind. An empty television studio at PCIS
had sparked his creative juices: It had been
left – full of equipment – when Aldephia
Cable moved off school property, and Mr.
Phillips envisioned producing a Bill Nye the

Science Guy type of show with his students.
He became a man on a mission, taking
courses on TV production and applying for
grants to upgrade the studio’s outdated
equipment.

“Video-editing software is very expen-
sive. It retails around $5,000 to $6,000,” he
explained. Even with educational dis-
counts, “You could spend $50,000 and not
be extravagant.”

In searching around for funding, Mr.
Phillips discovered a number of awards 
for outstanding teachers that came with
cash prizes. “Let’s see if we can’t win some
of these,” Mr. Micozzi remembers Mr.
Phillips saying. So Mr. Phillips started
applying, and the honors began piling 
in. He was selected as a finalist for the
Massachusetts Presidential Award in 
2001, 2002 and 2003. In 2002, he was 
chosen as Teacher of the Year in Time 

For Kids/Chevrolet Teaching Excellence
Award, winning a Chevy Malibu and
$2,000 for his classroom. He won the
Massachusetts Software and Internet
Council’s Above and Beyond Award in
2002 and 2003, and in 2003 was a semi-
finalist in Technology and Learning’s Ed
Tech Leader of the Year. In 2004, Mr.
Phillips was selected for a DisneyHand
Teaching Award, honoring creativity in
teaching. Among the 39 DisneyHand
teachers, he was singled out as Middle
School Teacher of the Year. In 2006, in
addition to the USA Today award, Mr.
Phillips was also named Massachusetts
Science Teacher of the Year for Plymouth
County and has won a Presidential
Volunteer Service Award.

“Everything he’s gotten from these
awards, he’s dumped right back into 
the school to benefit the children of
Plymouth,” said Mr. Micozzi.

H.O.W.L.ing Success
In 2005, after 30 years of teaching seventh
grade science, Mr. Phillips took on a new
challenge: launching Helping Others
While Learning (H.O.W.L.). “It started
because my principal asked if I’d be inter-
ested in starting a gifted and talented 
program. I told him I didn’t believe in 
gifted and talented programs, and if I 
had my way, I’d turn those programs into
service-learning courses so that kids who
excelled could give back to the school and
help others,” he recounted. “Two days later,
my principal came back and said, ‘We 
want you to do it.’ Now I have H.O.W.L.
at two schools – PCIS and at Plymouth
South Middle School. But I like to try new
things. I love a challenge.”

And H.O.W.L. is just that. Mr. Phillips
puts students through their paces, working
on projects that advance their learning and
serve the community. Students develop
PowerPoint presentations for teachers 
on specific units – like a Jeopardy-style
PowerPoint to teach the American
Revolution or the finer points of grammar.
H.O.W.L.ers collaborate on projects 
with developmentally disabled students 
in the Plymouth Life Skills program,
helping them grow plants this year to sell
for a fundraiser, for example. “H.O.W.L.
students used Excel to actually graph the

F E A T U R E  S T O R Y

Grants received at Plymouth Community Intermediate School have allowed television 
production to convert to a digital format. Here, Mr. Phillips works with his students, from
front, Riley Stefano, Nick O’Sadcia, Shannon Raeke, Hannah Conley and Ashley Gallagher,
on Adobe Premier to produce graphics for their next show.
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F E A T U R E  S T O R Y

The Volcano Song
(sung to the tune of “She’ll be Comin’
’Round the Mountain”)

Refrain:

Before the earth creates a vol-ca-no

The heat that’s in the magma down below

Expands the rock which makes the pressure 

’till the magma finds a fissure 

and the lava will erupt and start to flow.

If the pressure down below is really high

Then the lava will shoot way up in the sky

Making pumice full of bubbles

Forming cinder cones with troubles

’cause the living things below are going to die.

If the pressure down below is really low

Then the lava that emerges comes out slow.

The volcano it will yield

Is what geologists call “shield”

And it’s kinda flat when it begins to grow.

Now the continents are moving not too swift 

But it’s what they’re calling “continental drift”

When the plates begin colliding

One of them begins subsiding

And the friction heats up magma where 

they lift.

Refrain

Words by Warren Phillips 
Copyright 1999

Singing Science
They say necessity is the mother of inven-
tion. In Warren Phillips’ case, necessity
gave birth to his wildly popular CDs,
“Sing-A-Long Science.” In the late 1990s,
“I was trying to teach the kids the first 30
elements on the periodic table and was 
discouraged when most of them flunked
the test,” he explained. “Driving home,
I had a brainstorm that I could set it to
music and teach it that way. When I got
home, I wrote ‘The Element Song,’ came
back in and taught it to them over two
days. When I retested them, they all 
got As.That’s when I knew I was on 
to something.”

That initial success led to a 31-song,
three-CD set that’s become an interna-
tional hit, with thousands of copies sold 
to school systems throughout the United
States and as far away as Brazil, China 
and New Zealand. “I just got an order
today for 100 for a school system in
Louisiana,” Mr. Phillips noted.

For more on “Sing-A-Long 
Science,” or to listen to a sample, visit
www.wphillips.com.

growth of the plants,” he said.They also
started a paper-recycling program in the
Plymouth middle schools.

A cornerstone of H.O.W.L. is a weekly
news program students produce for the
school community.They do everything –
run the camera and the lights, write the
copy and do the on-camera reporting. It
makes for an incredible learning experi-
ence. “You’d be amazed at what they do,”
said Mr. Phillips. “They have the energy
and time to really delve into some of these
video-editing software programs, and
they’re not afraid to make mistakes.”

Mr. Phillips characterizes H.O.W.L 
as “ ‘purposeful learning.’ It’s very unique.
I don’t know anyone else doing it in the
seventh grade quite the way we are. It’s
been very successful.”

Words of Wisdom
After more than three decades in the class-
room, Mr. Phillips reports that he’s still
continually challenged by his work. “I tell
student teachers and young teachers. ‘This
job isn’t easy. It’s the hardest thing you’ll
ever do.’ I’ve been doing it for 31 years, and
it’s still hard,” he said.

Part of the challenge comes from the
ever-changing educational environment.
“Today’s teachers have much greater
responsibility, with harder and longer
days,” he observed. “Student loads are
increasing. It used to be that you had 80 
to 85 kids each year; now you can have up
to 145.” Mr. Phillips also sees “a lot more
unstable homes – that’s a big thing to over-
come,” and noted that today’s “parents
question what you’re doing more. Growing
up, my word against the teachers’ word
would not have held up. More often now,
parents question you, fighting for their kids
even when they’re stretching the truth.”

On the positive side, “teaching is better
now,” he pointed out. “Teachers know
strategies for brain-based and style-based
learning.” And at the core, kids haven’t
changed. “They were teenagers then, and
they’re teenagers now.They’re naturally
curious and enthusiastic.”

How has he survived for 32 years in
middle school, widely considered the most
difficult ages to teach? “I think in large
part, you make your own environment,”
Mr. Phillips said. “You need to figure out

what you need to make yourself happy, and
then do it.” Besides, Mr. Phillips confessed,
“I wouldn’t want to teach any other grade
level.The most influence you can have on a
kid’s life is in these years. In seventh grade,
they’re just starting to form goals, looking
for role models – though they won’t tell you
that. It’s a very important stage. You can
really see the effects of what you’re doing.”

Every day, in fact, Mr. Phillips looks
around and can see those effects, even
beyond the current crop of youngsters in

his classroom. “My current vice principal? 
I had him as a student,” he noted. “I also
taught five of the current teachers at the
middle school level.The other day, I
received an e-mail from a former student
who told me he became a science teacher
because of me. What better motivation 
is there than that?” ■

Maura King Scully is a freelance writer

from Walpole specializing in higher education.

Mr. Phillips’ “Sing-A-Long Science” CD series 
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A L U M N I  P R O F I L E

By David K. Wilson, ’71

n 1921, Katharine Turner
McWilliam, the woman who is
today the college’s oldest living 

graduate (Class of 1924, age 102), enrolled
at Bridgewater State College to prepare for
a career in teaching that would ultimately
last until state law required her to retire at
age 70.

“Bridgewater was so different in those
days,” she said in an interview last June.

“It was all country. Our only recreation
was to walk uptown to Cole’s drugstore for
an ice cream soda.”

“Isabel DeWitt was my closest friend.
Isabel was a two-year student – those days,
students who wanted to teach kindergarten
attended for two years, those who wanted
to teach junior high school attended for
three years and the four-year program was
for those who planned to teach at the high
school level,” she explained.

“I don’t recall how Isabel and I met at
Bridgewater, but I do remember we weren’t
assigned to the same room in Woodward
Hall, so we talked each of our roommates
into switching so she and I could room
together.

“We got the smaller room on the third
floor of Woodward, and they got a larger
room on the second floor of Woodward.
We remained friends through the years
after Bridgewater as we both became wives
and then mothers. Isabel is gone now. I
miss her a lot,” she said.

“I knew I wanted to become a teacher,
and Bridgewater was ideal for that. After 

I graduated, I taught in Winthrop for 10
years, until I got married.”

As marriage did for all women in that
era, it ended – temporarily at least – Mrs.
McWilliam’s career as a teacher.

“In those days, women who were mar-
ried could not be teachers. I was married 
in April 1934, and I had to ask the state
teachers’ board for permission to stay until
the year finished in June,” she said.

She met her husband, William, who
was from Dorchester, about five years 
after she had graduated from Bridgewater
State College.

“I got married the same year as my
father died. My husband was making
$22.50 a week when we got married. He
was a machine designer. We had a nice
apartment for $30 a month; we had a 
car and $7 a week for groceries. We had
everything we wanted.”

She stayed at home to raise her 
children.

“William and I became the parents of
two daughters, Wendy and Nancy, and
once our daughters were in elementary
school, I returned as a substitute teacher,
working in Braintree teaching math.

“Then, later on, Rockland offered me 
a full-time teaching position, and since 
I had two girls who were going to go to
college, I accepted a position there and
stayed 19 years.”

Today, daughter Wendy, a retired 
school teacher like her mother, lives in
New Hampshire. Nancy went to business
school and lives in Arizona.

“I’m a grandmother of four, one grand-
daughter and three grandsons, and I’m a
great-grandmother of four more children,
all boys,” she said with pride.

“I’ve lived in this house in South
Weymouth for 66 years. In those days, this
area was just woods. When we moved here,
our first daughter was just a year old.” ■

I

Bridgewater State
College’s Oldest Living
Graduate Looks Back

“Those days, students who

wanted to teach kindergarten

attended for two years,

those who wanted to teach 

junior high school attended 

for three years and the 

four-year program was for 

those who planned to teach 

at the high school level.”

Katharine Turner McWilliam, ’24

Katharine Turner McWilliam, ’24

Pictured at left is the Bridgewater State
Normal School football team of 1892.

How old is the sport at Bridgewater?
Albert Gardner Boyden, class of 1849,
recalled in his memoirs that “Physical
exercise was not neglected, though 
we had no gymnasium,” harking back 

to his student days at Bridgewater in 
the 1840's.

“… Round baseball was a regular game
in the spring, and genuine football, 
without any toggery or rooting, was 
a vigorous fall game in which the ball
was kicked ‘sky-high.’“

A  M O M E N T  I N  H I S T O R Y …
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A L U M N I  P R O F I L E

By Maura King Scully

all 2006 was one sweet season for
Brian O’Reilly, ’75.The longtime
football coach at Pinkerton

Academy in Derry, NH, logged his 200th

win, a record surpassed by only two other
coaches in state history, and his Astros
went undefeated and captured the state
championship for the eighth time, setting 
a new Division 1 record.

Though pleased with the results, Mr.
O’Reilly was not a man watching the clock.
“I didn’t even know the 200th win was com-
ing up this season until someone told me,”
he said. “I see this as a program achieve-
ment; it’s a tribute to all the terrific assis-
tant coaches and players over the years.”

Besides, this isn’t the first time Mr.
O’Reilly has set records. In 2004, he posted
his 300th win as head coach of boy’s
lacrosse. “You play more games in lacrosse

per season than you do in football,” he
explained. “And in lacrosse, we actually
have 11 state championships.”

From the Beginning
Growing up in New Bedford, “I always

knew I wanted to be a teacher,” he said.
“Everyone knew that Bridgewater State
College was the teacher’s school. It was the
only college I applied to.” He majored in
history and ran track and cross-country. A
starting tight end for Bishop Stang High
School in North Dartmouth, Mr. O’Reilly
figured a collegiate football career wasn’t in
the cards, however. “I was 6’1” and 150
pounds,” he explained.

After graduation from BSC, a glut of
baby-boom teachers necessitated moving
to New Hampshire where Mr. O’Reilly
landed a job teaching history and coaching
track at Pinkerton Academy, a semi-private
school in Derry. “We’re a public school in
the sense that we have to accept everyone
in our enrollment area. But the towns pay
tuition, and we don’t have a school board.
We’re one of the largest high schools in
New England with more than 3,400 stu-
dents,” he noted.

F

Two months into the job, an opening
came up on the football coaching staff.
A gridiron starter in high school, Mr.
O’Reilly jumped at the chance and became
Pinkerton’s freshman coach.The rest, as
they say, is history. A couple years later,
he added boy’s lacrosse to his coaching
resume. “I had never seen lacrosse before,
but I watched a game one afternoon and
fell in love with it in five minutes,” he said.
Lacrosse, in fact, became a family endeav-
or: Mr. O’Reilly coached; his wife, Ina
Nickerson O’Reilly, ’75, a fourth grade
teacher in Derry, cheered; and two of their
three children played for Pinkerton. His
daughter Megan, now 22, was a two-time
high school All-American, and his son
Patrick, now 26, was a high school All-
American who went on to play for the
Middlebury College national champi-
onship team. Mr. O’Reilly’s eldest daugh-
ter, Erin, received her law degree from
Georgetown University and practices in
New York City.

Playing Favorites
Mr. O’Reilly has coached as long as he’s

taught – 32 years – and says he truly enjoys
both. “I can’t choose one over the other,”
he said. Coaching, he points out, however,
does have one advantage over classroom
teaching. “You have a captive audience 
that you just don’t have in the classroom.
Even in AP history, if there’s a snow day,
the kids rejoice. In athletics, if there’s a big
game coming up, the kids are mad about 
a snow day because they want the extra 
day of work.That kind of dedication never
gets old.”

Now that he’s achieved 200 wins in
football and 300 plus in lacrosse, what’s 
the game plan for Coach O’Reilly? “I don’t
have a goal to bypass anyone else,” he said.
“But I can say that I’m 52 and have no
intention of retiring. When teaching or
coaching starts to feel like a burden, I’ll
step down. But I don’t see that happening
anytime soon.” ■

Maura King Scully is a freelance writer

from Walpole specializing in higher education.

Brian O’Reilly, ’75

Brian O’Reilly, ’75,
Has Record-Breaking
Season
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Dr. Margaret Strojny, ’72, G’88, G’93,
Found Her Niche in Education

By David K. Wilson, ’71

r. Margaret Hanna Strojny, the
superintendent of schools in East
Bridgewater, belongs to a select

group of Bridgewater State College grad-
uates: she has three degrees from BSC – a
bachelor’s degree in 1972, master’s degree
in 1988, and certificate of advanced grad-
uate study in 1993.

But the path she took that led her first
to Bridgewater State College in 1968 and
then, following her graduation in 1972, to 
a 30-plus-year career in public education
was one she almost didn’t take.

“My mother was a wonderful role
model for me working outside of the
home,” she said. Dr. Strojny’s father, the
deputy fire chief in Taunton, became very
ill as a result of his work, which necessi-
tated her mother becoming the family
breadwinner. “Subconsciously, I must have
begun to realize how important it is for
women to be able to make their own way 
in the world,” she said.

“Although I wish I could say I had
wanted to be a teacher since I held my first
crayon, the truth is, I entered into teaching
quite by accident,” she said. Just after
beginning Southeastern Massachusetts
Technological Institute (now University 

of Massachusetts Dartmouth) in 1967,
Dr. Strojny was injured in a very serious
automobile accident and couldn’t go back
to school.

“The summer of the following year, I
took a job as a secretary at the Cohannet
School in Taunton. I worked for the prin-
cipal, Buck Mahoney. He told me, ‘You
have to go back to school. You must go
back.’ I’ve seen you with young children
and you’re a natural teacher. You’ve got a
gift,” he said. He took Dr. Strojny to BSC
and introduced her to Dr. Henry Fanning,
the director of admissions. Dr. Fanning
said, ‘Well, you’ve got the recommendation
of Buck Mahoney. You can start as a fresh-
man,’ ” which she did in 1968.

“I had nothing – no books, no schedule.
Dr. Fanning met me and took me around,
and he got me a schedule and brought me
to the bookstore. I had no money, but the
bookstore manager, John Zwicker, offered
me a job so I could pay for my books, and 
I worked there all four years while I was at
Bridgewater,” she said.

After bartering her way into a part-time
job, she settled into the academic life and
even secured a dorm room. “But, two weeks
after I moved in, my father died, and I had
to move back home to help my mother
take care of my younger brother and sister,”
she said.

Because she had no car to commute
back and forth to the campus, she had to
rely on friends and relatives to get from
Taunton to Bridgewater.

The challenge of those experiences
helped to convince her she was heading in
the right direction. “I’m grateful that I was
tested at such a young age. It made me be
resourceful and independent,” she said.

Professor Judy Deckers and Dr. Isabelle
King were “the linchpins of my education.
Those two women defined teaching for
me,” she said.

Dr. Strojny began teaching third grade
at the Walker School in Taunton. She 
took time off when her two children were
young and earned her master’s degree.
Later, after returning to the classroom 
and ultimately deciding to pursue a career
in school administration, she returned 
to BSC to earn a certificate of advanced
graduate study.

Back in the classroom in Taunton again,
Dr. Strojny had a succession of teaching
assignments in the ensuing years, spanning
kindergarten through grade eight, before
serving as assistant principal and principal
at schools in Taunton. Next, she became a
principal in Pembroke, where she remained
for seven years, 1993 to 2000.

In 1997, she began her doctoral studies
at Boston College and graduated in May
2002.

Meanwhile, Dr. Strojny had moved to
the central office of the Silver Lake
Regional School District as assistant super-
intendent for secondary education. She was
chosen to be East Bridgewater’s superin-
tendent of schools in 2002.

“I enjoy what I do tremendously.
I look forward to every day with the 
greatest enthusiasm. And I remain always 
grateful to Bridgewater State College 
for providing me an excellent education,”
she said. “It opened every door for me 
that I needed.” ■

Dr. Margaret Strojny, ’72, G’88, G’93

D

“I enjoy what I do 

tremendously. I look forward 

to every day with the 

greatest enthusiasm. And 

I remain always grateful to

Bridgewater State College 

for providing me an excellent

education… It opened every

door for me that I needed.”

Dr. Margaret Strojny, ’72, G’88, G’93
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attending Bridgewater at the time I gradu-
ated from high school.They spoke so 
highly of the college that I became inter-
ested in applying.

“The cost was right – only $75 a semes-
ter – and I knew I’d get a superb education.
I entered in September 1931.

“This was, of course during the Great
Depression of the 1930s, so money was
tight for all of us. My dad worked in the
Diamond Shoe Company in Brockton, and
he was laid off several times.

“As a result he didn’t want me to even
consider working in a factory, and I recall
asking him one time if he could help get
me a summer job where he worked. He
gave me a strong ‘thumbs down’ on that
idea. ‘You’ll never enter a shoe factory.
You’re going into education and you’re
going to stay there,’ he said.

“I worked part time all through college,
mostly playing the piano at night in various
places.

“Miss Pope, the dean of women, was a
good friend of mine. … In fact my future
wife, Esther, ’36, was working for Miss
Pope the very first time I ever met her.

“I was president of the men’s club at the
time, and Esther was Miss Pope’s student
secretary. I went over to the office one day
to introduce myself to Miss Pope, and
that’s when Esther caught my eye.

“Later, when Esther and I became
engaged in 1937, Miss Pope told me,
‘Owen, if you went around the world, you
couldn’t possibly find a better lady than
Esther Thorley.’

“Esther was originally from Hanover.
I was smitten from the first moment I saw
her. We married on July 13, 1940, which
was Esther’s birthday. We went on to raise
three beautiful and wonderful children, two
daughters and a son, and we spent nearly
60 glorious years together as husband and
wife. We had a very happy marriage. As 
I moved from job-to-job over the following
years, Esther, without complaint, would
pack up the family, and off we’d go.

“After graduating from Bridgewater 
in 1935, I was hired by James Peebles,
the superintendent of schools in what was
then the Bourne-Mashpee-Sandwich
school district.

“Within a year, I was the principal 
of Sandwich High School. And that 
was the beginning of my 50 or so years 
in education.

“After serving as superintendent of
schools in Milton, Governor Foster
Furcolo appointed me Commissioner of
Education for the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, and later I spent a number
of years in Washington, D.C., where I was
an education adviser to a total of seven U.S.
presidents, Dwight Eisenhower to Ronald
Reagan. Esther and I had good times there.

“The Good Lord has been very, very
good to me. I’ve led a very satisfying life,”
he said. “And I’m still ‘selling Bridgewater’
– every chance I get, I tell everyone I meet
what a wonderful college it is. All of the
best experiences of my life started there.” ■

By David K. Wilson, ’71

r. Owen B. Kiernan, ’35, is among
the most illustrious of Bridgewater
State College graduates.

In 1985, the former Commissioner 
of Education for the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts – and education adviser 
to seven U.S. presidents – received the
National Recognition Medal from the
Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge, PA,
in recognition of his lifelong dedication to
the field of education (other recipients of
that award for distinguished national serv-
ice include Walter Cronkite and former
congresswoman Barbara Jordan).

At the age of 93, his wit and intellect 
are as sharp and keen as they were when he
returned to his alma mater in September
1964 as the state’s senior education official
to deliver the convocation address.

During a conversation in his home, he
talked of his youth – he grew up in
Randolph, where he and his brother were
raised by their father after the death of 
Dr. Kiernan’s mother when he was only 
7 years old – and of his student years at
Bridgewater State College. And, of course,
he spoke tenderly and lovingly of his
deceased wife, Esther, ’36, to whom he 
was married for 60 years.

Excerpts of his story, told in his own
words:

“I had two or three friends who were

D

Owen Kiernan’s 1935 yearbook
portrait

Dr. Owen Kiernan in October
2006

Dr. Owen Kiernan was the convocation 
speaker in September 1968 when he was 
the Commissioner of Education for the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Dr. Owen B. Kiernan:
50 Years of Stellar
Service to American
Education
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Bill Nye, scientist, engineer, comedian, author and inventor, is
a man with a mission: to help foster a scientifically literate
society, to help people everywhere understand and appreciate
the science that makes our world work. 

After earning a degree in mechanical engineering at Cornell
University, Mr. Nye worked as an engineer at Boeing in Seattle.
There he began to blend his love of science with his flair for
comedy, winning a Steve Martin look-alike contest, and
working as an engineer by day and stand-up comic by night. 

Mr. Nye quit his engineering job to become a writer and
performer on Seattle’s ensemble comedy show Almost Live,
where Bill Nye the Science Guy was born. The Science Guy show
won 28 Emmy Awards in five years, and Mr. Nye won seven
Emmys for writing, performing on and producing the series.  

Mr. Nye is the author of many children’s books on various
science topics and has two patents on educational products – a
magnifier made of water and an abacus that does arithmetic
like a computer. He has worked extensively on the EarthDial
Project, a set of sundials around the world linked together
on a Web site that people living anywhere can explore.  

He is a member of the Planetary Society Board of Directors
and serves as the Frank H.T. Rhodes Visiting Professor at
Cornell University.

This event is sponsored by BSC’s Office of the President and
Center for Advancement of Science Exploration.

Admission is free, but tickets are required. To reserve tickets, call the
President’s Office Events Line at 508.531.6123.

DISTINGUISHED
SPEAKER SERIES

BRIDGEWATER STATE COLLEGE

Introduced by President Dana Mohler-Faria

in 2006, the BSC Distinguished Speaker

Series affords the college community and

general public the opportunity to meet a

wide variety of leaders and luminaries to

which they would not otherwise have

access. By bringing to the college a wealth

of perspectives, experiences and insights,

the program serves to catalyze an entirely

new slate of campus conversations and

public discourse surrounding the major

issues of our time.

BILL NYE
Scientist, Engineer, 
Comedian, Author 
and Inventor

SPRING 2007 DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER

TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 7 PM

RONDILEAU CAMPUS CENTER AUDITORIUM
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there, you can listen to it at your desktop or
take it with you on an iPod, personal digital
assistant (PDA) or any mp3 player.”

“I think there are two things that have
really made this such an overnight success,”
said Mr. Baldwin. “First, people always love
to hear from the students and faculty
directly. It makes for a very realistic listen-
ing experience. Second, many have told me
that they like to listen to the podcast in
their car or while doing paperwork in their
offices. It’s on in the background and does-
n’t take up any additional time to enjoy.”

The intended audience includes all
members of the BSC community and pub-
lic at large, with a special focus on allowing
alumni from far and wide to stay connected
to the college in a way that’s more direct
and personal than the more traditional
methods of print and e-mail.

More than a dozen faculty members
and two dozen students have already been
the subject of podcast segments. Mr.

Baldwin functions as the executive produc-
er and narrator of the show, while John
Winters, staff associate in the Office of
Public Affairs, offers regular news and fea-
ture segments. Michael Holbrook, the col-
lege’s staff assistant for sports information,
offers a regular, high-energy sports update,
and Eric LePage, director of the Teaching
and Technology Center, provides technical
assistance and guidance.

The bPod team is always on the lookout
for new ideas, and listener feedback has
become an essential feature of the show.

“We not only respond to feedback, but
also read comments on the air and even
make production decisions around what
our listeners would like to hear more
about,” said Mr. Baldwin. “Ultimately, we
want the bPod to become a bona fide form
of conversation between all members of the
extended Bridgwater family, even if they’re
separated by considerable time and space.”

More information on listening and/

or subscribing to the podcast is available 

at www.bridgew.edu/bpod. Feedback on 

the show should be sent to

bbaldwin@bridgew.edu. ■

By John Winters

he voices of the Bridgewater State
College community have been ring-
ing out like never before, thanks to

the introduction of bPod.
bPod, launched in November, is the 

college’s weekly podcast and features 
the voices of students, faculty members,
administrators, alumni, trustees and others,
each telling a part of the BSC story. From
interviews with students and professors
engaged in exciting research, to coverage 
of many of the college’s annual events, to
unique stories about the individuals who
make the institution a place where teach-
ing, learning and innovation come togeth-
er, bPod captures the essence of what
defines BSC in the 21st century.

“Bridgewater has built a reputation 
for itself and our technological prowess is
well known,” said Bryan Baldwin, assistant
to the president for communications and
public affairs, noting that BSC was ranked
the sixth most wireless campus in the
nation in a 2004 study conducted by Intel
Corporation. “It’s that kind of tech-savvy
environment which ultimately fuels the
development of something like the bPod.”

The BSC podcast is modeled after an
NPR-style radio program, and each 25-30
minute episode contains in-depth conver-
sations with BSC newsmakers, recaps 
of news and sports, important announce-
ments, commentaries by students and 
faculty, and historical anecdotes.

While an internet-ready computer is all
that is needed to enjoy each episode, Mr.
Baldwin insists that the easiest way to tap
into the bPod is through a so-called ‘pod-
catching’ subscription service. bPod is cur-
rently listed, for example, on Apple’s
popular iTunes server, and general sub-
scription information – as well as a com-
plete archive of past episodes – is available
at www.bridgew.edu/bpod.

“You subscribe to a podcast much like
you’d subscribe to Time magazine or your
daily newspaper,” Mr. Baldwin explained.
“Whenever a new episode becomes avail-
able, your podcatcher automatically down-
loads it to your home computer. From

T

Coming to a Computer, PDA or iPod Near You:
The Energy, Vibrancy and Diversity of BSC

bPod is produced by, from left, John Winters, staff associate in the Office of Public
Affairs; Eric LePage, director,Teaching and Technology Center; Bryan
Baldwin, assistant to the president for communication and public affairs; and
Michael Holbrook, staff assistant for sports information.
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20th MLK Celebration
Inspires Many
For two decades, the place to be on Martin
Luther King Jr.’s birthday has been Bridge-
water State College.This year was no
exception. Once again, the college’s Martin
Luther King Jr. Breakfast and Celebration
brought to life the spirit of the late civil
rights leader, thanks to the inspirational
words and music shared with the audience
of more than 400.

This year’s theme was taken from the
words of Dr. King himself: “Hate cannot
drive out hate; only love can do that. Hate
multiplies hate, violence multiplies vio-
lence, and toughness multiplies toughness
in a descending spiral of destruction.”
Another theme that dominated the event
was that much work remains to be done.
BSC President Dana Mohler-Faria listed
statistics showing how far African-Ameri-
cans have come over the years, before
reminding those in attendance that “We’ve
made progress, but, we have a long road 
to travel.”

With passionate words, keynote speaker
Charles E. Walker Jr. drove home the same
message, adding that everyone has an obli-
gation to finish the work of those who suf-
fered, were tortured or died in battle for
civil rights.

This year’s Martin Luther King Jr.
Distinguished Service Award was present-

ed to the Honorable Emogene Johnson
Smith. Judge Johnson Smith, in March
2001, became the first African-American
female appointed to the district court from
Southeastern Massachusetts.

BSC Students See the World
The ever-expanding number of study
abroad opportunities at BSC included
three international trips over winter 
break. Student groups traveled to India,
Nicaragua and Belize, where they learned
about different people and cultures. Each
study tour was led by a BSC faculty 
member, and students received credit 
for their courses.

Participating students did everything
from picking coffee beans in Nicaragua, to
working with orphans and the homeless in
India, and even spending a few days in a
Mayan village in Belize.

Lessons were also learned by 15 other
students who traveled to Mississippi to
work with a local chapter of Habitat for
Humanity.They helped rebuild homes 
in a section of the state still recovering
from the effects of Hurricane Katrina.
They did their work, while encountering
poverty and devastation unlike anything
they’d seen before.

“It was definitely life changing,” said
student Shannon Oliver.

C O L L E G E   N E W S

Keynote speaker Charles E. Walker Jr. inspired those at the MLK celebration to
continue the work of Dr. King.

BSC President Dana Mohler-Faria presents the MLK Distinguished Service
Award to Judge Emogene Johnson Smith.

BSC students on a study tour of India pose in front
of a temple.

BSC students volunteered with Habitat for
Humanity in Mississippi, where they rebuilt homes
destroyed by Hurricane Katrina.
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BSC Gets Endowed
Professorship
The first endowed chair at any
Massachusetts state college was established
at BSC.Thanks to a donation of more 
than $1 million, the Killam Professorship
in Canadian Studies will bring a visiting
scholar to the institution for up to a year.

The professorship is funded principally
by the Constance Killam Trust and the
Elizabeth Killam Rodgers Trust, the
enduring legacies of two women who
resided in Marshfield.The Killams were
the sisters of Izaak Walton Killam, a
Canadian financier who ultimately became
one of the country’s richest men and great-
est philanthropists of the early 20th century.

Mr. John Newhall, trustee of the
Constance Killam and Elizabeth Rodgers
Trusts, expressed his delight in being able
to help the college on the sisters’ behalf,
noting that BSC was the first institution 
to use the gift to create an endowed pro-
fessorship. Moreover, the college was the
first public institution to receive funds 
from the trusts.

Other benefactors included the Federal
Government of Canada and the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Endowment Incentive Program.

Business School Students
Capture Top Awards
BSC swept two of the top awards at the
Information Systems Education
Conference held in Dallas. Senior Michael
DeGagne captured the Best Paper Award

for his research paper, “Unwired: Student
Use of Technology in the Ubiquitous
Computing World.”Timothy Hebert, a
graduate student, earned the Meritorious
Writing Award for his paper, “Back to the
Maxwell Library’s Future: Students
Library and Information Resource Usage.”
The BSC students primarily competed
against doctorate students, said Robert
Wolk, assistant professor of management,
who mentored Mr. DeGagne and Mr.
Hebert. He said the success at the Dallas
conference proves BSC students can confi-
dently compete at any academic level.

BSC Hires Its First-Ever
GLBT Coordinator
Lisa Forest was hired in the fall as the col-
lege’s first GLBT coordinator. She will
work with BSC’s gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender students. Additionally, BSC
has created the GLBT Resource Center,
which is a designated “safe zone,” in room
009 of the Campus Center, where students
can find the help and resources they need.
An open house held at the center on Jan.
30 was well attended.The new center is
open Monday through Friday, from 8:30
AM-4:30 PM, with evening hours
Thursdays, until 7 PM. For more informa-
tion log on to www.bridgew.edu/glbt.

Thinking Globally: BSC
Enters Agreements with
Jordanian Institutions
A trip to Jordan, led by Bridgewater State
College Professor Jabbar Al-Obaidi, has
opened the door for talks with four institu-
tions in the Middle Eastern country.The

discussions paved the way for future coop-
eration between BSC and the institutions
regarding student and faculty exchanges, as
well as other initiatives.

Talks were held with Amman Private
University, Al-Hussein Bin Talal
University, Al-Ahliyya Amman University
and Yarmouk University. Also representing
BSC on the trip were Edward Minnock,
vice president of external affairs, and
William Smith, interim dean of the gradu-
ate school.

The talks have already resulted in the
appointment of a visiting lecturer from
Jordan, who is teaching a class on Arabic
during the spring semester.

Jordan joins Brazil and Japan as future
BSC partners.

Conference Held to Help
Cape Verde
BSC continued its close relationship with
Cape Verde with a conference held in the
fall that sought ways to make the most of
the island’s resources, location and other
advantages. Presenters at the conference,
titled “Transforming Cape Verde into a
Cyber-Island,” included administrators of
the nation’s Operational Center for the
Information Society, a World Bank repre-
sentative, a senior principal for the Intel
Corp., and President Mohler-Faria.

“We have to connect all of these islands
and take advantage of different capacities
and expertise in the world to advance Cape
Verde technology,” said Cape Verde Prime
Minister Jose Maria Neves. “New informa-
tion technologies will allow us to integrate
all island bridges to connect and expedite
economic growth and ensure access to 
new technologies.”

BSC students pose with Cape Verde Prime
Minister Jose Maria Neves.

Lisa Forest

John Newhall, trustee of the Constance Killam and
Elizabeth Rodgers Trusts, presented a check to fund
BSC’s first endowed chair.

c1-c4_01-32brid  2/6/07  9:15 AM  Page 13


