
W I N T E R 2 0 0 8 V O L U M E 1 8 N U M B E R 2

A Publication for Alumni, Parents and Friends of Bridgewater State College

Bridgewater

Thinking Globally,
Educating Locally

See Story Beginning on Page 2

c1-c2_01-32_c3-c4brid.qxd:c1-c2_01-32_c3-c4brid  3/10/08  9:07 AM  Page C1



TA B L E O F C O N T E N T S

Bridgewater aims to keep alumni, faculty,
students and their families, staff and
friends of Bridgewater State College
informed about the college community
and its impact on the region.The triannual
college magazine is written, designed
and edited with the needs of its varied
audiences at heart and in mind.
On the cover: Some of Bridgewater State
College’s many international faculty and
students gather in January at Hunt Hall.
This issue of Bridgewater features the
experiences of alumni, faculty and
students from other countries; Bridge-
water’s international history; exchange
and study-abroad programs; as well as
collaborations and partnerships that
provide international experiences for
students. See story pages 2-11.

Bridgewater magazine staff:
Editor: Marie C. Murphy, ’86, assistant

director of institutional communications
Editorial Board:
Bryan Baldwin, chief of staff
Eva T. Gaffney, G’01, director of market-

ing and publications
Candace A. Maguire, director of alumni

and development programs
Molly Fannon Williams, vice president

of institutional advancement
David K. Wilson, ’71, staff associate, insti-

tutional communications
Contributors: Karen Booth; Craig Borges;

Carol Crosby; Eva Gaffney, G’01; Clare
Leschin-Hoar; Candace Maguire;
Maura King Scully; Christine Regan;
David Wilson, ’71; Joan Wilder; John
Winters

Photography: Katherine Brown; Kindra
Clineff; Tom Croke/VISUAL image
inc.; Rob Matheson, ’08; David Wilson,
’71; John Winters

Design: Philip McCormick, Design works.
Correspondence: Address all mail to
Editor, Bridgewater
c/o Institutional Communications
Bridgewater State College
Bridgewater, MA 02325
508.531.1335
E-mail: mmurphy@bridgew.edu
E-mail class notes to: cregan@bridgew.edu
Issues of Bridgewater are posted on the
college’s Web site at www.bridgew.edu.

Table of Contents
President’s Message.................................1

Feature Story
Thinking Globally, Educating Locally..2-5
Dr. Street Dedicated to Enhancing
Intercultural and Global
Communications ......................................4
Japanese Students Drawn
to Bridgewater and Are Very
Happy with Their Choice.........................6
A Look Back at Our
International Roots...................................7
Desire to Teach Knows No Borders ..........8
Opportunities Abound for Students
to Study in Foreign Countries...................9
International Students Find BSC a
Welcoming Environment .......................10
Faculty Collaborations and Partnerships
Provide Enriching International
Experiences for Students ........................11

Alumni Profiles
Taking A Chance on China....................12
Yash and Anvita Verma Complete
Master’s Degrees in Computer
Science . . . A Long Way from India .......13
Ivan Velinov Became Intrigued with
the United States after Hearing Radio
Broadcast from Bulgaria .........................14
Remaining Open to Opportunities
Leads to Success for Austin
Awasung, ’06, G’06 .................................15
Shruti Tekwani, ’05, Found New
Beginning at BSC after Arriving
from Curaçao..........................................16

For up-to-date information on college news, activities and events, please refer to Bridgewater State College’s Web site, www.bridgew.edu.

Student Profile
Cheering the Troops, BSC Student
Angela Vernaglia Travels to Iraq
to Entertain for the Holidays..................16

College Stories ......................................18
Advancement Update
Crimson Hall Conference Suite Named
for College Benefactors...........................19
Alice Tobin Zaff Appointed Assistant
Vice President for Leadership Gifts .......19
New Scholarship Honors the Lifetime
Achievements of John “Bertie” Cruz.......19

Alumni Update
Afro-American Alumni Association ......20
Alumni Chamber Choir .........................20
Hyannis-Bridgewater Physical
Education Alumni Association...............20
Crimson Ambassadors............................21
Homecoming 2007 ...........................21-22
Carol Mulloy Cuttle Road Race .............22
Bridgewater State College 2007
Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees .......22-24
Buy a Brick .............................................23
Alumni Services......................................24
Recent Graduate Association............24-25
Shea Scholar Presentation ......................25
Alumni Online Community ...................25
Upcoming Events ...................................25

Career Services
Voices of Experience: Alumni Bring
Students Real-World Perspective on the
Competitive Communications Field ......26
Career Services Upcoming Events..........26
Perfect Interview.....................................26
Career Link ............................................27

Class Notes...................................27-31
Note Bene..........................................32
Annual Fund..............Inside Back Cover
Winter Events: Martin
Luther King Jr. Breakfast,
Winter Commencement,
Hall of Black
Achievement ..........Outside Back Cover

Trustee Chairman Louis Ricciardi, ’81, delivered
the keynote address at Winter Commencement and
during the ceremony, Bridgewater State College
Foundation member Carolyn Turchon, ’62,
announced her million-dollar gift commitment to
the college. See more about the Winter
Commencement on back cover.

c1-c2_01-32_c3-c4brid.qxd:c1-c2_01-32_c3-c4brid  3/10/08  9:16 AM  Page C2



Dear Friends,
Increasing campus participation in our diverse and global society is more than an
institutional priority – it’s an obligation. Never before have the challenges of our
world economy been more acute, and never before have international issues been
more complex. With each new day, we realize that less and less is truly “foreign”
about foreign affairs.To succeed and to lead, our students need to be both well
versed and experienced in the nuances of international culture and society. It’s not
hyperbole to see that our shared future depends on it.

Since its earliest days, Bridgewater State College has had a long history of being a progressive, globally conscious
institution committed to providing students with challenging educational experiences that give them a competitive
edge. Our faculty continue to lead that charge, infusing the curriculum with the richness of their own experiences
abroad.

At the same time, the college’s growing complement of international students – from nations as diverse as Japan,
Kenya and the United Kingdom – combined with the on-campus presence of visiting scholars and dignitaries from all
over the world, is transforming Bridgewater into something of a new global village for Southeastern Massachusetts.
Living and studying side-by-side with students and faculty from other countries helps to foster a genuine culture of
respect and understanding.

As we welcome international visitors to our campus, more and more Bridgewater students and faculty are giving
their own passports a workout. Very quickly, we are becoming known throughout the commonwealth as having one
of the most dynamic and inventive international studies programs of any public institution. Whether it is Dr. Hayes-
Bohanan’s study tour to Cape Verde where students explore sustainability as it relates to urban planning and educa-
tion, or Dr. Luci Fortunato’s summer seminars in Lucca, Italy, studying aspects of Italian political, social and cultural
history, our programming is not only exciting in its own right, but reflects our deep commitment to prepare students
for success in the world.

As evidence, take a moment and journey through the pages of this magazine and meet several of the many students
involved in Bridgewater’s international exchange and study abroad programs. Each story, though personal, shares a
common result – the immersion in a culture other than one’s own is life changing.

Sincerely,

Dana Mohler-Faria
President
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F E A T U R E S T O R Y

By Maura King Scully

ridgewater State College may be geographically nestled in
the heart of Southeastern Massachusetts, but is ever
expanding its borders to provide students with a progres-

sively global view of life.
As Bridgewater’s largely regional student population explores a

variety of international study opportunities, the college campus
itself continues to welcome students and faculty from other coun-
tries and continents.

Living, working, studying and socializing with classmates from
other countries and learning from faculty from other cultures
engenders an increasingly diverse campus community.

In the pages that follow, we share some of the successes achieved
and challenges faced by Bridgewater’s international student popu-
lation, which numbers about 100, as well as detail a variety of fac-
ulty inspired and led study-abroad opportunities.

Given Bridgewater’s historic roots in teacher preparation, a
number of our alumni have played critical roles in the development
of public education systems, especially in Japan. Learn why stu-
dents from Japan today comprise the largest segment of the inter-

national student population at the college and participate in spe-
cialized Bridgewater programs.

We also offer stories of faculty who have come from other coun-
tries to Bridgewater, providing local students an inkling of life
beyond the commonwealth. In addition, a longtime Bridgewater
faculty member conveys her personal and professional thoughts
about her decades’ worth of work in China.

Finally, we also tell accounts of Bridgewater State College
alumni – both national and international – and their chosen profes-
sions after graduation. Some have returned to their native land
while others have relocated to other parts of the globe.

In each and every instance, all call Bridgewater State College
home, crediting the college for providing the opportunity to partic-
ipate and compete in a truly global economy.

Marco Izquierdo Llanos, G’04
Colombia
“I came to Boston to research graduate programs. I knew I wanted
to study in the area, but I didn’t know which school,” recalled
Marco Izquierdo Llanos. “I checked all of the programs carefully

B

Thinking Globally, Educating Locally

Dr. Amos Nwosu By Craig Borges

Dr. Amos Nwosu, a professor in the Department of Movement Arts,
Health Promotion and Leisure Studies, has been at Bridgewater State
College since 1986. A native of Arochukwu, Abia State, Nigeria, Dr.
Nwosu’s specialty is health promotion. He recently returned from his

homeland where he spent time teaching HIV/AIDS prevention through
a Rotary International Grant for University Teachers.

Dr. Nwosu and his wife, Joyce, have four sons, ranging in age from 22
to 29. His oldest recently completed his doctorate in physical therapy and
his youngest is a student at the University of Massachusetts.

Dr. Nwosu, who has been in the United States since 1978, said he
tries to maintain his country’s cultural traditions . . . by speaking the
language, eating the foods and wearing Nigerian attire.The only time
he wears what he described as “English” clothing is at the college.

“As soon as I get home, I change into my traditional attire,” he said.
“I try to keep traditions alive even though I practice American tradi-
tions. I combine the two.”

Moving to the United States involved a cultural transition. “It
was not too difficult because the University of Nigeria Nsukka where
I received my undergraduate education was modeled after Michigan
State University.

“I speak King’s English and my accent is more British since Nigeria
is a British colony,” he said.

His biggest cultural challenge has been New England’s weather, he
said, with a laugh. “I first came here and went to school in South
Carolina,” he said. “That wasn’t too bad. I also lived in Texas which is
even warmer. But up here, even after 20 years, I cannot get used to it.
All I can do is bundle up and pray for warmer weather.”

Dr. Nwosu, who has treasured his years at the college, added, “It’s
been a pleasure to share my cultural experiences with my students.”

Dr. Nwosu is one of many international faculty members at Bridge-
water State College. See “Desire to Teach Knows No Borders,” page 8.
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and met with professors. Bridgewater was my first choice. I met
some great, great professors who ended up being amazing teachers.

“Teachers are like God in Latin America,” Mr. Llanos said.
“When I went to college in Colombia, professors gave the lectures.
But if you had questions, you went to the teaching assistant …
never the professor. Here, professors are like regular people.They’re
very approachable; their doors are open to everyone.

“I really enjoyed all my classes. In Colombia, if I went for an
MBA, I would have been in classes with all accountants and people
in finance,” he said. “At Bridgewater, I had classes with all different
kinds of people – accountants, yes, but also government workers,
managers and homemakers. It made for a much richer experience
and much better learning because I heard many different points of
view. Also, in my classes were students from India, Brazil, Portugal
and Venezuela, so I not only got to learn about America, but those
cultures as well.”

Mr. Llanos earned a Master of Science in Management degree
in 2004 and went on to complete all the course work for a Master
of Public Administration degree.Today, he’s an equity investment
manager for Aval Group, the largest financial company in
Colombia.

“This country is one of the most rapidly growing countries in
Latin America,” he said. “With all the privatization of industries in
my country – gas, transportation, utilities – we’re creating financial
corporations to invest in those companies.

“Colombians educated in the United States have a competitive
edge, and my Bridgewater education gives me a huge advantage,”
he said. “I love that I have a combination of public management
with classical management. It gives me all the tools I need to be
successful in my job and in my country.”

Anastasiya Kelly, ’07
Belarus
“I came to the United States as a summer exchange student and
ended up meeting my husband here,” said Mrs. Kelly, explaining
how she came to Southeastern Massachusetts from her native
Belarus. Following her marriage, she transferred credits from the
Linguistic University in Belarus to Cape Cod Community College,
where she earned an associate’s degree, and then enrolled at BSC to
complete her bachelor’s degree, magna cum laude.

“I loved my time at Bridgewater. I made friends with many of
my professors. In my country, you are not on the same level as pro-
fessors. You would not talk to them outside class. Here, I keep in
touch with several of my former professors,” she said. One of those
is Professor Susan Miskelly of communication studies and coach of
BSC’s award-winning forensics team.

“Professor Miskelly convinced me to compete with the forensics
team. New to this country, I traveled to five different states and
won awards, which really helped my self-confidence. My first year,
I took sixth place in the New England Regional Tournament. I
took second place the next year,” she said.

Today, Mrs. Kelly is assistant to the vice president of enrollment
management and event planner at the National Graduate School of
Quality Systems Management, an accredited institution that oper-
ates in 22 corporate and military sites across the country.

“Bridgewater definitely prepared me for what I’m doing now,”
she said. “Public speaking, as I mentioned, gave me lots of confi-
dence. And right before I graduated, I did an internship at the

Hyannis Chamber of
Commerce under the

direction of Dr. Joel
Litvin, professor of

communication
studies, which
gave me experi-
ence in an office
setting, working
with people.”

Beyond the
career prepara-

tion, Mrs. Kelly
said she appreciated

the well-rounded
education at BSC. “I

really enjoyed history and was
able to take three courses because I

wanted to learn all I could about this country. And I even took cre-
ative dance – what an experience that was. In America, you get to
do all sorts of different things as part of your education. It’s hard to
imagine I would have been able to do these things back in Belarus.
Now, I understand why people in America donate money to their
colleges, because they are grateful for their experience. I’m so proud
to say that Bridgewater State College is my alma mater.”

Harold Tavares, ’05, G’07
Cape Verde
A native of the West African nation of Cape Verde, Harold Tavares
decided to come to the United States to earn his college degree. “I
had relatives in Brockton who took me to see Bridgewater,” he said.

Though excited at the oppor-
tunity to study in a new
country, he found he was
unprepared for the
culture shock. “The
first year was hard
– adjusting to the
language, the
weather – I had
never seen snow
before,” he said.
Though he found
the climate chilly,
luckily, “everyone at
Bridgewater was so
warm and welcoming.
They were very helpful
in trying to show me the
best way to do things.Today, I
have many close relationships with faculty and staff members,
people I still call when I have questions.”
Continued on page 4.

F E A T U R E S T O R Y

Anastasiya Kelly, ’07

Harold Tavares, ’05, G’07
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Continued from page 3.
Mr.Tavares became involved with the Cape Verdean Student

Association. “The group has events – like dances and culture nights
– and runs a tutoring program in a Brockton elementary school.
The organization is a way to showcase Cape Verdean culture on
campus and to demonstrate the long relationship between Cape
Verde and New England,” he said.

Mr.Tavares said after he completed his economics degree,
“President Mohler-Faria really encouraged me to stay and pursue a
master’s degree. He kept telling me how beneficial it would be to
me and to Cape Verde when I returned home.” So he applied and
was accepted in the Master of Public Administration program. “I
have been so very satisfied with the MPA program,” he said.

Mr.Tavares is serving as an international relations intern in the
Office of External Affairs, completing what’s known as optional
practical training. “I’m trying to get all the experience I can,” he
said. In the fall, he is planning to start a second internship, this one
through an economic development foundation in Washington.

“The foundation’s mission is to alleviate poverty and improve
people’s lives by promoting economic and social progress in devel-
oping countries,” he said. “I hope to go to either West or South
Africa, places with similar conditions to Cape Verde, to work on
poverty reduction programs. My ultimate goal is to work in eco-
nomic development in either government or the nonprofit sector.
My wonderful Bridgewater education will help me pursue this
career and succeed. I know I’m ready and that I can put into prac-
tice what I have learned.”

Dr. Street Dedicated to Enhancing
Intercultural and Global Communications
By Maura King Scully

Bridgewater State College began an exchange program with
Shanxi Teacher’s University in the People’s Republic of China
23 years ago. Then-President Adrian Rondileau was in search
of faculty volunteers willing to spend a year living and working
in remote Shanxi Province, an 18-hour train ride from Beijing.

Dr. Nancy Street, professor in the Department of Communica-
tion Studies, jumped at the chance. “I’ve always been intrigued
by what I couldn’t do,” said Dr. Street. So in the 1980s, during
the Cold War, she had set a goal to travel to both communist
Russia and China.

“My research interests are intercultural and global communica-
tions,” explained Dr. Street, noting that the trip fulfilled aspira-
tions both personal and professional. She spent the 1985-1986
academic year at Shanxi Teacher’s University teaching English
language, American literature and history and public speaking,
“which was new to them,” she said. “In those days, Chinese
students sat in the classroom and said nothing. It was a chal-
lenge to get them to speak – and to challenge you.”

That year in China “changed my life completely,” Dr. Street said.
“When you go to a country as a tourist, you don’t really experi-
ence it. You’re so removed from everyday life. It’s only when you
spend real time there – working, studying and living, that you
step outside yourself and your own culture.”

Although she experienced culture shock in the first few
months there – adapting to different food, lifestyle and norms –
she found she experienced reverse culture shock when she
returned to the United States. “I just saw everything differ-
ently,” she said.

The experience struck a deep chord with Dr. Street and led to
nine more trips to China over the next decade. Two of those
trips, in 1988 and 1991, were sponsored by Fulbright grants.
In addition to Shanxi Teacher’s University, Dr. Street served as a
visiting professor at Southeastern University in Nanjing in 1997.

“While I was there, I coached the school’s first public speaking
team. They took second place in the city’s very first public

speaking contest,” she said proudly. She also delivered invited
lectures in subsequent trips at Xi’an International University and

SanJiang College.

Dr. Street’s Asian travels have
produced some impressive
scholarship, inspiring three
of her five books: In Search
of Red Buddha (1992,
released in a new interna-
tional version in 2004);
American Businesses in
China: Balancing Culture
and Communication (2003,
co-authored with Dr. Marilyn
Matelski, in its second
edition due out this spring);
and China: From the Four
Modernizations to Globaliz-

ation Through Higher Education (2007, also co-authored with
Dr. Matelski).

Dr. Street said she’s been astounded by the changes in her
recent trips to China. “What used to be dirt roads are superhigh-
ways. It used to take three days to make a phone call – now
everyone has cell phones. In 1985, Shanxi Teacher’s University
had three cars to serve a work unit of 3,000 people. Today,
China has 30 million private cars.”

She expressed concern that the pace of change in China “is
going much too fast. There’s a great gap between the haves and
the have-nots – the 300 million Chinese who live in cities
are doing well, but the one billion who live in the countryside
are not. That builds resentment.”

Following news outlets and keeping in touch with her many
Chinese colleagues, Dr. Street has been tracking growing social
protests and the government’s attempts to deal with the
inequalities. It’s a phenomenon she’ll watch closely, particularly
as Beijing hosts the 2008 summer Olympics and the eyes of the
world are upon China. And like her first trip to the country
23 years ago, her interest is personal and professional. �

Dr. Nancy Street

F E A T U R E S T O R Y
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Alexandra Ataya, ’06
Lebanon
“I was two years into an environmental health program in Lebanon
but wasn’t convinced it was my calling,” said Alexandra Ataya, who
graduated in 2006 with a degree in health education. “My father is
Lebanese and my mom is Portuguese-American. She grew up in
New Bedford, and still has family there, so I packed my bags and
went to the United States. It was all very spontaneous. My family
drove me around to see different campuses, and I fell in love with
Bridgewater at first sight.”

Like other international students, Ms. Ataya found, “the first
year really hard. But by the second year, I got to know faculty in my
major and felt much more comfortable. Everyone was so support-
ive. I remember a time when I was on campus and saw a CNN
report on a bombing in Beirut. My family lives in Beirut, but it’s a
big place and they didn’t say where. I went to see my adviser, Dr.
Edward Hart. I sat in his office, sobbing uncontrollably. He was so
kind; he just listened. And then, he wouldn’t let me take my
midterm that day. He sent me home.”

Beyond the personal caring, Ms. Ataya also appreciated the
intellectual challenge at BSC. “My professors got me very involved.
I worked on two different long-term research projects and present-
ed my results at both the Bridgewater undergraduate research sym-
posium and the MAHPERD Convention,” she said.

She’s back in Lebanon and completing a Master in Public
Health degree at American University in Beirut. “Everyone in my
master’s program is tired of hearing me talk about how great my
undergraduate program was,” she laughed.
She hopes to continue on for a PhD,
but is “interviewing with a drug
rehab and prevention organi-
zation,” she said. “This is the
kind of work I want to do.”

She credits BSC with
setting her on her current
path. “At Bridgewater, I
took courses like Human
Sexuality and Drugs and
Society – courses I never
would have been able to take
at home.There are so many
taboos in Lebanon. People don’t
talk about safe sex, HIV or drug use.
But now, that’s starting to change. People are beginning to be
more open about discussing these things. I feel like I’m here at
the right time.”

Tao Yang, G’90
China
In 1985-1986,Tao Yang studied English with Dr. Nancy Street at
Shanxi Teacher’s University (see page 4) with a year of conversa-
tional English under his belt, he decided to sign on as one of the
first BSC-STU exchange students and come to Bridgewater State
College to earn a master’s degree in biology.

“The culture shock was enormous,” he said about those early
months. In the days before e-mail, “we were only able to communi-
cate with family and friends back in China through written mail.
Each day seemed unduly long during that first year. Bridgewater
was a wonderful place to make that adjustment to a whole new
world. I developed some great friendships, which I cherish to this
day.The personal attention from my professors inspired me and
made for a most enjoyable academic experience.”

Following BSC, Mr. Yang went on to earn a PhD from Cornell
University and embarked on a career as a scientist at major corpora-
tions such as DuPont and Merck.Today, he’s a biopharmaceutical
scientist for new drug discovery at Bristol-Myers Squibb, working
on treatments in the areas of cardiology, cancer, antiviral treatments
and neurobiology.

Mr. Yang said he is where he is today because of BSC. “Without
the outstanding preparation BSC gave me, it would have been
inconceivable for me to have gone on to Cornell and subsequently
be in a fulfilling scientific career,” he said. “Nearly two decades have
elapsed since I graduated, and I have set foot in many places across
the United States. Yet, in a sense, Bridgewater is forever my
American hometown. I will always think of BSC as the special
place that made my academic dreams possible.” �

Maura King Scully is a freelance writer from Walpole specializing in
higher education.

F E A T U R E S T O R Y
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Tao Yang, G’90
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Japanese Students Drawn to Bridgewater
Are Very Happy with Their Choice
By Maura King Scully

More than half of the international students who study at
Bridgewater State College are from Japan, coming to the col-
lege via the National Collegiate Network (NCN) of Tokyo, which
assists Japanese students who are interested in studying in the
United States.

“NCN and BSC have worked together for 13 years,” said Akane
Shirai, an NCN adviser who maintains an on-campus office. “I
provide both academic and nonacademic advice to my students
during their time at Bridgewater, including career guidance. I
was an international student myself who studied in the United
States, so I understand their needs and frustrations. I know that
it’s not always easy.”

Japanese students are drawn to
Bridgewater State College for
two reasons, according to Ms.
Shirai – its Massachusetts loca-
tion and unique programs, such
as aviation science and athletic
training education.

That was the case for Satoshi
Kajiyama, ’06. “I wanted to
come and study in the United
States because I was very inter-
ested in athletic training and
sports are much bigger in the
United States than they are in

Japan,” he said. An athletic training education major, Mr.
Kajiyama completed four internships during his four years – at
Durfee High School in Fall River, Stonehill College, Bryant
University, and finally, the Red Sox organization, where he
worked as a trainer for the Lowell Spinners.

“I thought studying in the United States would be fun and chal-
lenging,” he said. “It was both.
The language was the toughest
part. It was hard when I could-
n’t speak to my friends. But
everyone at Bridgewater was so
helpful.”

Mr. Kajiyama is working as a
part-time trainer at Bryant
University and researching
graduate schools. “I’m thinking
about something related to
sports exercise science,” he said,
adding that he hopes to stay in
the United States permanently.

Keita Kamamoto, ’06, also came
to BSC for a specific major: aviation science. “I was interested in
aviation, but in Japan, there is no such major,” he said. When
he graduated, Mr. Kamamoto discovered there weren’t many
aviation opportunities for him back home, so he applied to
the management-training program at General Electric Inter-
national. “I work in Tokyo on the financial management

program, which is GE’s leadership program designed specially
for finance,” he said.

Although he’s not flying planes for a living, Mr. Kamamoto said
he still finds his BSC education applicable to what he’s doing
today. “At American colleges, you need good communication

skills – much more so than at
Japanese schools. Now at work,
I find communication skills are
essential, and I’m grateful I
improved mine through BSC,”
he said.

Makiko Kobayashi, ’93, one of
the first modern-day interna-
tional students from Japan,
chose Bridgewater State
College for a different reason:
“At that time, there weren’t
many Japanese students, so I
thought it would be a great
opportunity to practice

English,” she said. And it was.

Ms. Kobayashi not only mastered the language, but also was
one of BSC’s first recipients of a bachelor’s degree in economics
and a Shea Scholar. She completed a project comparing the
banking systems of the United States and Japan with Dr.
Margaret Brooks, chair the economics department. “It was a lot
of work and very challenging. I
felt that I got to know Dr.
Brooks very well,” she said.

Beyond academics, Ms.
Kobayashi enjoyed her college
days. “I made so many good
friends,” she said. “I thought
being Japanese, a minority,
would make me different. But I
found I met many people who
just took me as one of their
friends. That made me feel so
comfortable.”

Today, after a difficult spell of
health concerns, Ms. Kobayashi
is studying yoga in India and planning to return to Japan in the
spring. “I may visit Boston next year,” she said. And if she does,
Bridgewater is high on the itinerary. “I really would love to see
some of my Bridgewater friends.”

Such international friendships are one of the best aspects of the
NCN-BSC program, according to Ms. Shirai. “Beyond learning
English, Japanese students learn much more about their own
country by living in the United States. They introduce their cul-
ture and beliefs to American students, and then their American
friends go to Japan to study and visit them there. I think that
kind of exchange is wonderful. Understanding different cul-
tures certainly widens our view of the world.” �

Akane Shirai

Satoshi Kajiyama, ’06

Keita Kamamoto, ’06

Makiko Kobayashi, ’93, and her
boyfriend
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“They had recently abolished the samurai class and established
a parliament under the new Meiji Emperor.” The Japanese min-
istry of education, with hopes of modernizing its public school
system, sent Mr. Isawa to Bridgewater to learn about education-
al theories.

Mr. Isawa was a young school principal, only 24, when he came
to Bridgewater. He was particularly interested in music educa-
tion through his study with Luther Witing Mason, a longtime
Boston public school music teacher. During his time at
Bridgewater, he was exposed to new ideas like physical educa-
tion and special education – concepts that fascinated him. He
even met Alexander Graham Bell and tested the telephone.

After two years, Mr. Isawa returned home to become one of the
central figures in reforming elementary education in Japan.

“He was instrumental in introducing the normal school system
and new curriculum for music education,” said Dr. To. “He went
on to serve as the first president of the Tokyo Music School
which later became the Tokyo National University of Fine Arts
and Music,” a leading institution for both western and tradi-
tional music education in Japan.

In 1895, Mr. Isawa was sent to Taiwan to modernize that island’s
education system. The pioneering educator also wrote, edited
or translated 20 books related to education practice and theory.
“Mr. Isawa was truly a leader,” said Dr. To, who has traveled to
Japan to study Mr. Isawa and his ongoing influence.

“His history is still very much alive,” said Dr. To. “In his home-
town, there’s a memorial outside the house where he was
born commemorating his contributions to modern Japanese
education.” Contributions he first learned during his time
at Bridgewater. �

A Look Back at Our
International Roots
By Maura King Scully

International students are
not new at Bridgewater State
College. Because of the col-
lege’s status as one of
America’s first teacher prepa-
ration institutions,
Bridgewater was educating
students from all over the
world by the late-1800s.

According to Dr. Wing-kai To,
history professor and coordi-
nator of the Asian Studies
Program at Bridgewater,
enrollment lists from the
late-1800s to the early-1900s
show students from such
countries as Argentina, Armenia, Burma, Canada, Chile, Costa
Rica, England, Jamaica, Japan, Mexico, Peru, Puerto Rico and
Turkey.

Most notable among international students was Shuji Isawa of
Japan, who studied at Bridgewater from 1875-1877. “Japan was
moving from Shogun/Samurai rule to imperial rule,” said Dr. To.

Shuji Isawa in 1875 at age 24.
This image courtesy of the Archives and Special
Collections of the Clement C. Maxwell Library, 2008

Shuji Isawa is featured at the Takato Town Museum of History in Mr.
Isawa’s hometown.

Dr. Wing-kai To stands next to a statue of Shuji Isawa at the
National University of Fine Arts and Music in Tokyo. Mr Isawa
was the first principal of the music school in 1887.
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Desire to Teach Knows No Borders
By Craig Borges

The desire to learn, as well as the desire to teach, knows no bor-
ders, whether it be a physics lesson in Pakistan or a literature
class in Paris.

But talk to some of the many international professors who call
Bridgewater State College home, and you’ll quickly realize that
the relationship between instructor and student varies widely,
with the United States operating in a manner almost unheard
of in many places in the world.

Dr. Cielito (Tammy) King, an associ-
ate professor in BSC’s Department
of Chemical Sciences, knows the
cultural difference firsthand.

As a native of the Philippines, Dr.
King came to the United States 17
years ago as a graduate student at
the University of Cincinnati. Right
away, she said, she noticed how
odd the students’ relationships
were with their professors.

“The first thing I noticed was the
attitude of both students and
teachers,” she said. “In my country,
there is definitely more of a divide
between the two. The professors lecture, the students listen.
You’d never question a professor, and the students’ show of
respect is very apparent in the Philippines.

“Here, it’s different,” she said. “Many students are very eager to
learn, but they have their say. It is OK to question a professor in
class. Some students even argue with their professor. It was very
strange for me to see and experience this.”

But at the same time, she finds students, especially here at BSC,
more appreciative of the work a professor does.

“I think a lot of them understand what it’s like to work hard,
because they are working hard.
Many hold jobs in addition to
going to school. In the Philippines
you wouldn’t do that. You’d go to
college full-time if your parents
can afford it, or you don’t attend
college at all.”

Professor Magaly Ponce, an
assistant professor of new media
in BSC’s growing Department of
Art, agrees.

A native of Chile, Professor Ponce
said she, too, was surprised at the
casualness students have here as
opposed to those in her homeland.

“The professor is a strong authority figure in Chile,” she said.
“Students are much more formal in their relationships and
interactions with their instructors.”

But, she said, that’s not always a
good thing.

“It may be more relaxed here in the
United States but that doesn’t
mean it’s an inferior education. Not
by any means. Here, people have a
clear understanding of what they
want to get out of a degree. In
Chile, you go to college more for
the experience of learning. They
are not so career oriented.”

What American’s accept as being
laid-back, however, can sometimes
come off as downright rude to peo-
ple of other cultures.

Dr. Khalil Qatawneh, a visiting professor from Tafila Technical
University (TTU) in Jordan, where he is an assistant professor of
English, said he was at first offended when students would
enter his classroom and not offer up a greeting.

“When I first started teaching here, I was surprised, and a bit
offended …” he said of the students’ actions. “In my part of the
world, if you come in from outside you must be the first to offer
a greeting.”

But, he said, once he explained that to his students, they enthu-
siastically adopted the new custom.

“Now, even when I see them outside on the campus they seek
me out and offer a greeting in Arabic,” he said. “I am always
pleased when they do so.

For Dr. Andrew Holman, a profes-
sor of Canadian and American his-
tory in the Department of History,
the differences between American
students and Canadian scholars
are minimal. Both, he said, have a
great interest in learning about
their pasts. But, he said, American
students have almost no back-
ground in Canadian history.

“I was never one to throw up my
hands and complain that American
students didn’t know about their
northern neighbor,” he said. “But
what I can bring them is an out-
sider’s perspective – a non-partisan

perspective – to shed a different light on America’s past.”

And, he said, they seem to enjoy his lessons on Canada’s role in
helping form North America.

“I feel I bring a more global look to the subject, one that they
may have not heard before,” he said. �

Craig Borges is assistant managing editor and online editor at
The Sun Chronicle in Attleboro.
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