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BRIDGEWATER STATE UNIVERSITY 
CONSTITUTION
PREAMBLE
We, the students of Bridgewater State University, in order to form an effective and efficient self-government serving the collective interests of the University community, to prepare ourselves for effective living in a democratic society, to advocate for the students rights and needs, and to encourage self-reliance in our search for truth and justice, do establish and endorse this Constitution for the Student Body of Bridgewater State University.
ARTICLE I - NAME
The name of this organization shall be the Student Government Association of Bridgewater State University (hereafter referred to as SGA).
ARTICLE II – PURPOSE
The purpose of this organization shall be:
Section 1. To provide the means whereby the members of the Student Body may express themselves effectively in the programs of the University, which directly affect their intellectual, social, economic, physical and spiritual welfare.
Section 2. To promote better citizenship by developing and promoting student responsibility and by providing practice in democratic living.
Section 3. To coordinate and regulate the activities of student organizations for the benefit of the entire educational community.
Section 4. To fairly distribute and oversee the mandatory SGA fee.
Section 5. To provide meaningful social and educational co-curricular programs through the Lecture Series, and through SGA funded groups and organizations 
  ARTICLE III - AUTHORITY
The SGA of Bridgewater State University shall be the governing body for executing the objectives set forth in the Preamble and purpose of this document.  No other charter or code of any student organization recognized by the SGA may contain provisions contrary to this Constitution.  This body is subject to the laws of the United States of America , the Commonwealth of Massachusetts , and the By-Laws of the Board of Trustees of Bridgewater State University.
ARTICLE IV - MEMBERSHIP
Each person who has paid the mandatory SGA fee through confirmation with the Office of the Bursar shall be a member of the SGA.  SGA does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, age, veteran status, disability, political belief or affiliation, gender identity and /or genetic information.  
ARTICLE V - ELECTED MEMBERSHIP - THE EXECUTIVE BOARD
Section 1. All executive functions shall be vested in the Executive Board.
Duties and qualifications shall be explained in Article I of the By-Laws.
Section 2. Membership
a. President
b. Vice-President
c. Treasurer
d. Secretary
e. Parliamentarian
f. Senate Chair
g. Student Trustee- (Ex-Officio) 
ARTICLE VI - THE SENATE AND ELECTED CLASS OFFICERS
Section 1. The legislative functions of the SGA shall be vested in the elected Senators.
Duties and qualifications shall be explained in Article II of the By-Laws.
Section 2. Membership (24)
a.     Two (2) members elected from and by the Senior, Junior, Sophomore, or Freshman Class. In addition one (1) member shall be the President of the Class.
b.    Four (4) members elected based on their campus residency status which will include: two (2) Commuters-at-Large elected from and by commuter students and two (2) Residents-at-Large elected from and by resident students.
c.     Three (3) members elected to represent each of the three academic colleges by the students majoring in those colleges, including one (1) Science and Mathematics senator, one (1) Arts and Humanities senator, one (1) Business senator, and one (1) Education and Allied Studies senator. 
d.    Four (4) Senators-at-Large shall be elected by the entire eligible student body.
Section 3. Class Officers
Each class shall have the following elected officers:  President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Publicity Director and Social Director.
ARTICLE VII - VACANCIES
Section 1. Executive Board Members
a. President
In the event a vacancy occurs within the President position, the Vice-President shall assume the position of the President, if the Vice-President is unable to perform their duty to assume the role of President then the Senate Chair will become acting President.  If the Vice-President does not assume the role of President, the Vice-President will go through an impeachment hearing. 
b. Vice-President, Treasurer, Executive Secretary, Parliamentarian, Senate Chair.  
 In the event a vacancy occurs within these positions, the President shall make an interim appointment from qualified members of the student body and approved by a majority vote  in the Senate.  An election will be held in accordance with procedures in Section 2 below.
Section 2.  Senate Members
In the event a vacancy occurs within the Senate, the Elections Committee shall advertise after opening after the President declares the position vacant and an election shall be held.
If there are no interested candidates within two (2) weeks following the announcement by Elections Committee, the President may make an appointment from within that constituency to be approved by a majority vote by the Senate.  If only one candidate is interested in the position, the President will submit a recommendation to be approved by a majority vote by the Senate.
Section 3.  Class Officers
In the event the President of a class resigns, the Vice-President shall serve as interim President and assume all duties, including sitting on the Senate as the President originally did. The Senate will appoint a new President as well as all other class officers' vacancies.
ARTICLE VIII - VOTING
Section 1. Senate Voting
a. Senate Members
i.  All those elected as listed in Article VI - Section 2 are voting members in the Senate.
Section 2. Non-Voting Membership
a. Executive Board:
i. President
ii. Vice-President
iii. Treasurer
iv. Secretary
v.  Parliamentarian
vi. Trustee
b. Senate Chair - except in the case of a tie vote.
 
ARTICLE IX - QUORUM
A quorum shall consist of more than half of the entire voting membership positions filled at the time of the meeting.
ARTICLE X - MEETINGS
Section 1. The Executive Board
a. The Executive Board shall meet consistently throughout the term.
Section 2. The Senate, Boards & Standing Committees
a. The Senate, all Boards and Standing Committees shall meet consistently throughout the term.
ARTICLE XI - BOARDS
Section 1.There shall be seven (7) boards under the jurisdiction of the Senate in an effort to manage more effectively certain aspects of its interests:
a.  Finance Board
b. Policy Board
c. Executive Board
d. Elections Board
e.  Media Board
f.  Events 
g. Public Relations Board 
The duties and structure of these boards shall be determined in Article III of the By-Laws.
ARTICLE XII - COMMITTEES
Section 1. Institutional Governance
Representation on University committees from the SGA comes from Presidential appointment.
Section 2. Standing Committees, Ad Hoc Committees
Representation on SGA standing committees or Ad Hoc Committees comes from Presidential appointment.
ARTICLE XIII - RECOGNIZED STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS
Section 1. In order for a student organization to be recognized by the Student Government Association they must adhere to the guidelines and procedures detailed in Article VI, Section 1 of the By-Laws. 
Section 2. In order for a recognized student organization to be funded by the Student Government Association they must adhere to the guidelines and procedures detailed in Article VI, Section 2 of the By-Laws.
 ARTICLE XIV - ELECTIONS
Section 1. No member of the SGA shall be denied the right to vote or hold office regardless of race, creed, religion, color, gender, sexual orientation, age, disability, veteran status, marital status or national origin.
Section 2. Elections for all SGA positions shall be conducted in accordance with SGA regulations in Article V of the By-Laws.
 Section 3. Enforcement of the adherence to proper election procedures shall be vested in the appointed Elections committee as stated in Article V, Section 2 of the By-Laws.
  
ARTICLE XV - LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVE
The student body has the right to initiate legislation with a petition signed by ten (10) percent of the student body eligible at the time of presentation.  This legislation must then be considered a motion on the floor of the Senate.
ARTICLE XVI  IMPEACHMENT, EXPULSION, AND RESIGNATION FROM OFFICE
Section 1. The Senate has the inherent right to make and enforce its own laws of internal control, to uphold its ideals and standards, and to discipline its members.
Section 2. Any SGA official can be requested to be removed from office by a petition bearing the signature of ten (10) percent of their constituency.  The Senate shall hear such charges based on:
(1) Dereliction of duty, and/or 
(2) Malfeasance. 
Any official whose removal has been requested by petition is entitled to a public hearing before the Senate and shall be given written charges seven (7) days prior to the hearing.  If it is decided that the grounds are sufficient by a two-thirds (2/3) vote, the decision of expulsion shall be formally announced to the student body immediately (no later than twenty four (24) hours after the decision).
Section 3. Any SGA official who is malfeasant in his/her duties shall be subject to expulsion, which can be accepted rules of due process and are guaranteed and adhered to including, but not limited to: an advanced written notification of changes presenting evidence at the hearing.  A two-thirds (2/3) vote by the Senate is needed to remove an SGA official. 
Section 4. Once a senator misses his/her second (2) unexcused meeting the Parliamentarian will notify Senator in writing the following day that he/she is suspended from the Senate. The suspended Senator will have until 5:00 PM on the following Monday to make an appeal to the Senate Chairman regarding the suspension.  A senator will have the option of going through the appeals process through the E-Board before the E-Board makes recommendations to senate regarding impeachment of the senator. A vote will be taken up at the next scheduled Senate meeting on the removal from office of the suspended Senator.  At this time the suspended Senator has the right to present any necessary evidence in his/her defense.  A motion to remove a Senator shall be made a Special Order at the next regularly scheduled Senate meeting.  A motion to remove a Senator shall require a quorum consisting of two-thirds (2/3) of the current voting membership of the Senate and shall require a two-thirds (2/3) vote in the affirmative for adoption.  Senate must vote in favor of removal.  In the event of a vacancy through removal by Senate, the President of the SGA will make an appointment to that open Senate seat.  The appointed person needs to be approved by simple majority of the voting present Senate and will serve as an acting Senator until the next campus wide election.
Section 5. Any member of the Senate who does not meet the SGA requirements as stated in the Student Handbook will be relieved of his/her duties.  In the event the Senator is eligible to be appointed to a different Senate position, a letter should be submitted to the SGA Parliamentarian within two (2) weeks in order to be considered for reappointment.
ARTICLE XVII - REFERENDUM VOTE
Section 1. Elections Committee will design exact wording of all referenda to ensure unbiased language.
Section 2. Any member of the SGA may bring to a referendum items concerning operation of the SGA in the following manner:
A. General Referendum
i.  In order to be voted upon at the General Election, held in September and April, a petition signed by one-fifth (20%) of the student body eligible at the time of presentation, must be presented to the Elections Committee of the Senate, at least three (3) weeks prior to the General Election.
ii. The Senate may call for a General Referendum by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the entire Senate.
b. Special Referendum
 i. In order for a referendum to be voted upon at a Special Election. A petition signed by one-fifth (20%) of the student body eligible at the time of presentation, must be presented to the Elections Committee of the Senate.
ii. The Senate may call for a Special Referendum by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the entire Senate.
iii.  The Elections Committee must set a date for the Special Election no later than one (1) month after verification of the petition.
c.  Referendum/Recall
										
i.  Any elected SGA official or approved referendum question may be recalled by a petition signed by one-fifth (20%) of the  appropriate constituency eligible at the time of submission to the Elections Committee.
ii.  Within one (1) week of verification of the petition, a special election is held in which a simple majority vote is required. The results of the special election shall be published within twenty-four (24) hours of the election and shall be effective immediately.
Section 3. Petitions must contain the full signatures and student identification numbers of all signers in order to prevent misrepresentation.
a.  All petitions must contain a Family Education Rights and  Privacy Act Waiver.
b.  The Election Committee must verify all petitions within three  (3) working days of  submittal.
Section 4. All matters brought to a General or Special Referendum must receive a simple majority of the votes of those voting in either the General or Special Election in order to pass.
Section 5. Unless otherwise stated. General or Special Referendum items approved as specified in Section 3 shall become effective immediately upon publication of the results of the election.
ARTICLE XIIX - CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS AND BY-LAWS
Section 1. Election Committee will design exact wording of all referenda to ensure unbiased language.
Section 2. Any student body member may propose constitutional amendments member and must be sponsored by a Senator.
Section 3. All proposed constitutional amendments should be considered and reviewed by the Policy Board who shall make a recommendation to the Senate for its consideration.
 Section 4. To amend the Constitution, the amendment must first pass the Senate with two-thirds (2/3) vote by the Senate and then be posted for fourteen (14) days for student body consideration. Following posting it must again pass the Senate by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the entire Senate.
Section 5. The By-Laws shall be deemed amended by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Senate and shall become effective immediately unless otherwise specified at the time of the vote.
ARTICLE XIX - RATIFICATION OF THE CONSTITUTION
This constitution shall be ratified by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote in the Senate. It must then be presented to the student body for approval (simple majority vote) in the next scheduled general election. Once the constitution has been ratified by both of the above, the Board of Trustees of Bridgewater State University must then approve it.
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