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Second Year Seminars Course Descriptions 

Spring 2012 
 

 

Catalog Description: Second Year Seminars (SYS) are speaking-intensive (298) or writing intensive (299) topic 

courses that build on the academic skills and habits introduced in the First Year Seminar. SYS courses engage 

students in a specific academic area of interest and provide them with the opportunity to reinforce, share and 

interpret knowledge.  Students will improve their speaking, reading, research, and information and technology skills 

while building the connections between scholarship and action that are required for lifelong learning.  These courses 

will fulfill the Second Year Seminar requirement and may fulfill other requirements for the Core Curriculum. Each 

course may fulfill different requirements and topics may change each semester. Only one SYS course may be taken 

for credit.   

 

 

Prerequisites for 298 courses: First Year Seminar or more than 24 earned credits, ENGL 101 and either COMM 

130 or THEA 210. These courses are speaking intensive.  

 

Prerequisites for 299 courses: First Year Seminar or more than 24 earned credits, ENGL 101 and ENGL 102. 

These courses are writing intensive. 

 

Students with 54 or more transfer credits will have this requirement waived. 

 

 

ANTH 298-001   Transnational Migration 

MWF 9:05-9:55    Dr. E. Brenner 

All over the globe people are on the move, crossing national borders with remarkable fluidity.  The class will 

examine why people migrate; the impact of migration on migrants‟ lives; the varied reception migrants receive; the 

influence of the migrant culture on local communities; and what happens to those left behind.  Students will also 

explore the important connections and networks migrants maintain with life back in their communities of origin.   

Through anthropological case studies, we will spotlight the economic, social, political, and cultural experiences of 

transnational migrants from Africa, Latin America, the Caribbean, and Asia to the United States.  This course 

includes an experiential component and classroom presentations.  (Social and Behavioral Science Core 

Distribution) 

 

ANTH 298-002   Dig the Past! Archaeology of the Ancient Near East  

R 4:45-7:25    Prof. T. Thorpe 

In this Speaking Intensive course, students will become familiar with the archaeology, history, geography, and 

socioreligious practices of the Ancient Near East. Geographically, we will explore the Assyrian and Babylonian 

empires in Mesopotamia, the Persian Empire in Iran, the Hittite empire in Anatolia, and the ancient Israelite 

kingdom in Syria-Palestine. Our analysis will begin with the Bronze Age (early state societies circa 3,300 B.C.E.) 

and go up to the start of the Hellenistic period (following the death of Alexander the Great in 323 B.C.E.). The 

primary focus of this course will be on archaeological sites, material remains, and textual evidence. We will use our 

findings to address the larger questions of social and political development. To aid us in our examination of the 

Ancient Near East, we will learn about some of the different methods and interpretive theories archaeologists use to 

understand material evidence from the past. Since this is a speaking intensive course, students will have ample 

opportunities to research specific areas of interest and discuss their findings with their classmates.  (Social and 

Behavioral Science Core Distribution) 

 

ANTH 299-001 or 002   Muslims in a Hip Hop World 

MWF 8:00-8:50 or 9:05-9:55  Prof. F. Spaulding 

This writing intensive Second Year Seminar acquaints students with the range and diversity of contemporary 

Muslim societies and cultural practices outside the Middle East.  Based upon an examination of the challenges 

confronting Muslim communities worldwide, students will develop papers that focus on the history, social practices, 

and issues of contemporary non-Middle Eastern Muslim societies.  Particular emphasis will be devoted to 

discussions of Muslim youth culture examined from the perspective of both local and transnational cultural 

traditions and practices.   (Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution) 
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ARTH 299-001   Transforming Violence 

TR 11:00-12:15   Prof. J. Shirland 

This course examines the ways in which artists have sought to confront and mediate the prevalence of political, 

racial, and domestic violence in the last 200 years. Film, photography, painting, sculpture and other media will be 

considered, and the ethical and moral dilemmas generated by representations of violence and its effects will be 

explored. Topics will include art and protest; the politics of public and private memorials; the art of imagining 

alternatives; and the connections between art making, trauma and therapy. Students will conduct a series of writing 

exercises and class presentations, culminating in research projects that explore art‟s transformative relationship to 

violence. Students will also participate in the curation of the „Violence Transformed‟ art exhibit, held annually in 

April at the Massachusetts State House in Boston. A museum visit will be assigned.  (Fine and Performing Arts 

Core Distribution) 

 

ARTS 299-W01 or W02  Contemporary Sculpture 

Web Course   Prof. R. Lorenson 

This course will explore current works in contemporary sculpture – a nexus where a number of media converge.  

Site, materials and form become part of the content.  It is through this lens that works of public art, gallery shows 

and installations will be discussed.  Students will create works in relation to artwork discussed.  (Fine and 

Performing Arts Core Distribution) 

 

AVSC 299-AW1   To the Moon:  The Journey of Humans to Space 

Web Course   Prof. V. Cote 

This course will explore the political and scientific endeavor of the Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo space programs 

and the political race between the USA and the Soviet Union.  We will learn about the major scientists and explorers 

who took and idea to fruition in less than a decade.  This remarkable accomplishment stands as the greatest 

engineering success in the 20th century.  We will look at the current science and politics and discover which country 

will be the next to land on the moon. 

 

AVSC 299-X01   From Sand Dunes to Space:  Aviation Advancement in a Lifetime 

M 4:45-7:25   Prof. V. Cote 

In less than the time span of a person's life, aviation has rapidly evolved from a crude manned kite with a 12 

horsepower engine on the sands of Kittyhawk to men walking the surface of the moon.  This astonishing rapid 

advancement in aviation and aeronautics will be explored in this seminar.  Scientists, inventors, politicians, and 

adventurers who were lured by the mystery and promises of flight, their efforts, successes and failures will be 

explored.  Emphasis on aviation advancements in the context of society and political climate at the time will be 

discussed.  Research into world events that shaped the direction of aviation advancements and the technologies that 

developed out of aviation research will be explored.  This journey will be taken through the experiences of a family 

through three generations and how each generation interacts with the technology of its day, culminating with the 

Apollo missions to the moon. 

 

BIOL 298-001   Origins 

TR 2:00-3:15   Dr. J. Jahoda 

Where did we come from?  Where did life on earth come from?  Where did the universe come from?   These are 

some of the big questions that people have been trying to answer about origins.  This course will look at the question 

of origins through the lens of science.  Can science provide any answers to these questions?   What does the 

evidence (data) suggest about origins? We will consider the evolutionary paradigm as one of the major paradigms of 

biology and suggest that this paradigm can be applied to understanding all biological origins.  This course will both 

investigate the question of origins and model the process of science, inquiry and discovery.  Biology 100 or Biology 

121 and 122 highly recommended.  (Natural Sciences – Non Lab Core Distribution) 

 

CHEM 298-001   Environmental Degradation and Global Concerns 

MWF 8:00-8:50   Dr. V. Marganian   

“Think Globally, Act Locally,” as related to our physical environment, will be the central motif in this course. 

Students will learn about clean vs. polluted air, water and land. Economic and political factors which influence 

policies on pollution control, both locally and globally, including those of China, India, Russia, and the U.S. will be 

discussed. Students will deliver brief oral reports on a topic based on their readings of articles/books, provided by 

the instructor.  (Natural Sciences – Non Lab Core Distribution) 
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CHEM 298-002   Chemistry, Food and our Culture of Cooking and Eating 

TR 9:30-10:45   Dr. S. Morse   

This Second Year seminar asks the students to consider the link between food, eating and science.  Students will be 

exposed to the basic chemistry and biochemistry of food, cooking and dietary research.  Classes will involve 

lectures, demonstrations, cooking and student presentations.   We will start to ask what a food is.  Why is it not 

obvious what we should eat? Why do we consider nutrition a separate topic from cooking or eating?  People have to 

eat, and we have developed many methods of finding, preparing and storing food.  This class will make connections 

between these practices and the science behind them.  Texts will include On Food and Cooking (McGee), The 

Omnivore’s Dilemma (Pollan), and Animal, Vegetable, Miracle (Kingsolver). (Natural Sciences – Non Lab Core 

Distribution) 

 

CHEM 298-003   Chemistry and Global Warming 

TR 8:00-9:15   Prof. W. Reinhart   

Global warming has become a major topic of interest prompted by Al Gore‟s seminars and movie (An Inconvenient 

Truth) and the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) reports. Both of these efforts 

were jointly awarded the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize. The class will combine lectures, discussions and group activities 

to examine those factors that lead to global warming and the obstacles and challenges that will have to be overcome 

to minimize a potential crisis. Important considerations will include the contributions of greenhouse gases (natural 

and anthropogenic) to global warming, the potential impact of global warming on climate, and the role that energy, 

energy resources and energy policy can play in controlling anthropogenic global warming.  (Natural Sciences – 

Non Lab Core Distribution) 

 

COMM 298-001   Homer Simpson for President: The Political Uses of Humor 

MW 12:20-1:35   Prof. S. Cleary 
From American Revolution cartoons, to WWII comic books, to the satiric The Daily Show, political humor has 

induced laughter and influenced attitudes – even provoked violence.  This course will explore the political uses of 

humor in print, television, film and the news media.  Students will research, prepare and present their findings as 

they examine the history, communicative functions, and current use of satire, parody and plain silliness in politics.  

(Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution) 

 

COMM 298-002   Using Stories to Persuade 

MWF 11:15-12:05  Prof. L. Mendoza 

Did you ever not make a curfew?  Did you tell your parents a story about why you were late?  Why?  Probably to 

convince them not to punish you.  This course will explore the use of stories as a vehicle to persuade by first 

introducing you to the study and practice of persuasive discourse.  Then, you will be given an opportunity to 

consider and present your stories and your research as you investigate the persuasive potential of your personal 

narratives.  (Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution) 

 

COMM 298-X01   How Facebook, Twitter, and other Social Media Transform  

Communication 

T 6:00-8:40   Mr. E. LePage 

Many of today‟s students are digital natives who have grown up in a technology-ubiquitous culture, made possible 

by advances in mobile devices, internet bandwidth, social networking tools, web-conferencing, cloud computing, 

and other communication technologies.  In this hybrid web seminar, students will learn about Web 2.0 technologies 

and their effect on social, academic, and business communications.  The seminar will address the impact of digital 

communications on social interactions, privacy issues, teaching and learning, and writing/language development.  

Students will communicate with the instructor and classmates using Web 2.0 tools and will develop podcast 

speeches, lead online forum discussions, and communicate via digital communication tools such as Twitter, 

YouTube, and Blogger. (Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution) 

 

COMP 298-001   Friends and Survivors 

TR 3:25-4:40   Dr. L. Mondshein 

How resilient are we when faced with personal and community stresses and crises?  Why?  The answers might hold 

the key not only to your growth opportunities in normal times, but also your survival capacities in crises.  This 

seminar will guide you through an exploration of the ways in which popular Internet-based communications 

increasingly shape our relationships.  You will hear and analyze a wide variety of audio recordings pertaining to 
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normal campus life as well as exceptional campus violence around the country. You will have an opportunity to 

deepen your own capacities as both listener and speaker.  No computer science background is required. Podcast 

technology will be used to record and distribute your oral presentations on the Internet, and to assist you 

in analyzing your own and others' communication effectiveness. 

 

CRJU 299-001   Debt Politics, Social Justice 

MWF 9:05-9:55   Dr. D. Dennis 

Social policy, generally, and criminal justice policy, specifically, are shaped by the long and deep shadow of debt 

discourse and politics, framing an increasingly level of scarcity. In such times, worthy and proven justice initiatives 

are not infrequently axed in the name of fiscal austerity. Against this backdrop, the course is designed to do two 

things: First, to sensitize students as to how fiscal austerity, imposed in the name of debt reduction, constrains 

social/criminal justice initiatives. Secondly, via a study of a 5,000 year old history of debt, to understand current 

reality (and its assumptions about debt and debt forgiveness) against key historical and political debates. These 

venerable debates often sound strikingly contemporary, shaping key ideas around right and wrong. Examining that 

past illuminates the present. 

 

ELED 298-001 or 002   Storytelling Literacies: Teaching and Learning around the World 

MWF 10:10-11:00 or 11:15-12:05  Dr. R. Sylvester 

Through the process of storytelling, students will gain practical skills in oral discourse.  In addition, the seminar 

provides a global content to the context of the material which the storyteller employs. The consideration of teaching 

and learning the basic skills of reading and writing are, by all conventional means, considered to be at the heart of a 

modern definition of literacy.  However, measured in simple terms of time spent on task, the value of the teacher‟s 

role as a storyteller and narrator of learning has been undervalued.  This seminar will offer specific training in 

selecting, preparing and engaging in a storytelling discourse with a global context to the material. 

 

ENGL 298-001   This Bridgewater Life: Telling the Stories from Where We Live 

MWF 11:15-12:05  Dr. L. Torda 

Inspired by the National Public Radio program This American Life, this speaking intensive course will study 

different subgenres of creative nonfiction as they relate to telling the stories of the people and places that make 

Southeast Massachusetts what it is. Students will read and write profiles, memoirs, travel narratives, and personal 

essays, among other forms. Particular emphasis will be placed on the transformation of a text from something to be 

read to something to be listened to and what that means for the final version of that text. Students will participate in 

a writer's workshop throughout the semester to produce short podcasts that culminates in a whole-class "radio-

ready" podcast we will call "This Bridgewater Life." (Humanities Core Distribution) 

 

ENGL 299-001 or 002   The Modern Gothic 

MW 1:50-3:05 or 12:20-1:35  Dr. E. Scheible 

Gothic stories have often provided a forum for the expression of the fears and hesitations associated with the growth 

of cultural modernity in a society.  As a genre, the gothic has its roots in the eighteenth century and the Age of 

Enlightenment; abject and horrific elements from the past haunted this period even as philosophical traditions found 

new ways of ordering and rationalizing the world and democratic governments found new ways of ordering human 

relations.  Nineteenth- and twentieth-century writers reinvigorated and reworked gothic tropes to figure their own 

preoccupations and anxieties following another set of technological, economic, sexual, and political revolutions, and 

they suggest that there is more to fear in history than ever before.  In this class we will read a variety of gothic short 

stories and one novel.  As we read, we will look for signs of social anxiety concerning modernity and the expansion 

of modern thoughts and ideas.  We will attempt to understand why the Modern Gothic is different from and/or 

similar to past conceptions of gothic literature.  (Humanities Core Distribution) 

 

ENGL 299-003 or 006  Tolkien, Lewis, and the Inklings 

MWF 9:05-9:55 or 10:10-11:00 Dr. J. Sexton 

This course will explore the world, work, and influence of the Oxford Inklings, an informal literary group that met 

for nearly twenty years beginning in the 1930s. The members (including C. S. Lewis, J. R. R. Tolkien, Owen 

Barfield, Charles Williams, Nevill Coghill, J. A. W. Bennett, Hugo Dyson, R. A. Havard, Warren Lewis, and Adam 

Fox) met twice a week to discuss philosophy, religion, literature, current events, and their own writing. Tolkien‟s 

Lord of the Rings and Lewis‟ Chronicles of Narnia were only two of the literary creations, scholarly projects, and 

religious works influenced by these meetings. Tolkien, Lewis, and the Inklings will investigate the importance to the 

Inklings of their religious debates, their experiences in the World Wars, their lives in the Oxford community, their 
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contentious disagreements over the value of literature, and finally the friendships and rivalries that sought to usher a 

new kind of literature into being.  (Humanities Core Distribution) 

 

ENGL 299-004 or 007   Slave Narratives 

MWF 9:05-9:55 or 10:10-11:00  Prof. T. Trask 

Participants will find, read, and discuss narratives dictated or written by those who were slaves in the Americas 

before 1865.  The narratives to be examined will include classic texts as well as more obscure texts collected by oral 

historians working well after the end of legal slavery in the Americas.  Students will also consult background 

histories and secondary sources based on these artifacts and will present written and oral reports that are the fruits of 

their research.  (Humanities Core Distribution) 

 

ENGL 299-008 or 009   Essential Stories in Children’s Literature 

MWF 10:10-11:00 or 11:15-12:05  Prof. K. Whittingham 

This course serves as an introduction to the craft and study of children‟s literature.  Through exploring the form at 

great lengths, we will learn to closely and critically read, think, and write about it.  In addition to this purpose, it is 

my hope that an increased interest and appreciation of work, intended primarily for preschool children through 

adolescence, may be cultivated.  You will read a variety of work including, but not limited to, modern picture books, 

fantasy, fairy tales, folk tales, and fables.  Because this seminar has an education and research component, we will 

also discuss methods of presenting the material in a classroom setting.  This will include discussing a child‟s 

emotional and educational needs and making literature work for you as a potential educator.  You will also write a 

research essay that addresses some aspect of children‟s literature as a significant field of study that teaches children 

about themselves, their culture and traditions, their relationship with others, and the world around them.  With 

critical study aside, just reading the work itself can be a lesson and have benefits, so, of course, there will be a lot of 

in and out of class group and independent reading.  There will also be a creative writing element.  (Humanities 

Core Distribution) 

 

ENGL 299- 009   Family Narratives 

MWF 11:15-12:05  Prof. K. Whittingham 

This course serves as an introduction to the techniques of writing family narratives and history including effective 

secondary and primary research, structuring complex material, finding an authorial voice, meshing stories into larger 

themes, understanding audience, utilizing creative license as part of effective storytelling, and revising and editing 

material. You will also read a variety of published creative non-fiction and memoir relating to family, familial 

relationships, family identity, and the role of an individual as part of family.  Class work will include creating 

multimedia family trees, journaling, reading and writing exercises, and both individual and group workshop.  We 

will also touch on some of the more sensitive issues related to family storytelling, such as family secrets, family 

pain, family loss, and broken families.  (Humanities Core Distribution) 

 

ENGL 299-010   Fact, Fiction and Hollywood 

R 4:45-7:25   Dr. M. Dinneen 

This seminar is about finding the truth.  Students will write a brief biography of someone they know, read fictional 

accounts of real events, and view films, based on a person‟s life or an event.  In each case students will check the 

validity of the “facts” provided to discover what is true and what is fiction.  (Humanities Core Distribution) 

 

ENGL 299-011   Better than the Book? 

T 4:45-7:25   Prof. D. Copeland 

It‟s a familiar problem for any avid reader: a favorite book finally makes it to the big screen but, two hours and $10 

later, we emerge from the theater muttering “The book was way better.” In this class, students will study films, 

scripts and the books they were based on to understand the advantages and limitations of the storytelling methods of 

each medium. We‟ll also use each weekly screening to try to answer the over-arching question we all have: Is the 

movie EVER better than the book?  (Humanities Core Distribution) 

 

ENGL 299-012   Visions of America 

TR 3:25-4:40   Prof. A. Gifford 

This course examines historical, sociological, and literary documents that together make up the various ideas that 

have been held concerning what America should be, can be, ought to be, and might be.  We explore the records from 

the earliest time of the Puritans and their “City on a Hill,” through the rest of the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries to 

review what changes and how as we move from colony to fledgling  republic, to expanded frontier, world  
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immigration center, industrial powerhouse, and to world superpower.  How have these visions been represented in 

our national documents and literature?  We consider a multicultural approach to the definitions of what America has 

meant and might mean, and we also consider various ideas of the future of America – post-apocalyptic and 

otherwise.   This will be a cross-disciplinary seminar looking at stories, books, essays, legal documents, and film. 

Students will engage in small and large group discussions and presentations, write formally and informally outside 

and inside class, and complete a midterm exam and a final exam.  (Humanities Core Distribution) 

 

ENGL 299-013   Anti-heroes 

TR 8:00-9:15   Prof. J. McDonough 

This course will consist of American works whose central characters lack conventional heroic attributes.      

(Humanities Core Distribution) 

 

ENGL 299-014   European Anti-heroes 

TR 9:30-10:45   Prof. J. McDonough 

This course will consist of European works whose central characters lack conventional heroic attributes.               

(Humanities Core Distribution) 

 

GEOG 298-001 or 002  Secret Life of Coffee 

TR 12:30-1:45 or 2:00-3:15 Dr. J. Hayes-Bohanan 

Coffee is not simply an enjoyable beverage. It is in many ways a focal point for community at the local level, as well 

as a goad to industrial and intellectual productivity. It is also an important commodity, traded internationally more 

than any other legal substance besides oil. This class examines coffee in detail, as a way of introducing geography as 

a discipline for understanding both the physical world and human society. Physical geography will be used to 

understand the distribution of coffee throughout the tropics, the timing of coffee harvest in different places, and the 

relationships among soils, climate, flavor, and productivity. The post-colonial geography of trade will be examined 

in detail, in order to understand the advantages of and obstacles to Fair Trade in the coffee industry. Other topics 

will include the marketing of coffee and the geography of franchised and independent coffee shops. This is a 

speaking-intensive seminar course with a focus on active student involvement, visual and oral presentation, and 

community-based learning at local and global scales.  (Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution) 

 

HEAL-298-001   Talking About Health 

TR 11:00-12:15   Dr. L. Burak 

How do you tell a friend that her heath behaviors may be putting her at risk?  What kinds of things should you be 

asking your doctor when you go for your check up?  How do you know if you should believe the latest health 

headlines?  In this speaking intensive class, students will be learning and practicing skills that will increase fluency 

when they‟re talking about health.  Communication is an important tool in health promotion, and good 

communication can help improve health. The goal of the class is to improve the ways we talk about health and 

improve our health in the process. We will examine how we talk to ourselves about health and we will examine how 

we speak with others – both privately and publicly. Students will make presentations, conduct interviews, and 

facilitate discussions. 

 

LANG 298-001 or 002   City of Lights and Shadows: French Cinema 

MW 12:20-1:35 or 1:50-3:05  Dr. L. Lev 

Paris and France evoke, worldwide, images of glamour, aesthetic and intellectual innovation, Bohemian “Left Bank” 

romanticism, high fashion, and exquisite gastronomy. We will examine mythologies surrounding French culture 

through its 20th- and 21st century vibrant visual arts and cinema. Our journey will include the Interwar period‟s 

avant-garde arts revolutions, postwar “noir” cinema starring existential gangsters and chronicling WWII‟s darkness, 

60‟s “New Wave” cinema that linked passion to social uprising, and contemporary film that explores the geo-

cultural richness and complexity of globalized France in relation to its immigrant and formerly colonized 

Francophone African populations. (Humanities Core Distribution) 

 

LIBR 299-X01 or X02  GLBTQ Teen Experiences in Young Adult Literature 

R or T 12:30-1:45  Dr. A. Hird 

Is school really safe? Where do I go if I can‟t go home? How do I know who to trust? Why can‟t I just be “normal”? 

In this course, we will use contemporary books written for, about, and, in some cases, by teens to explore the 

challenges and issues GLBTQ youth face during their teen years. YA literature will be supplemented with current 

research, Web sites for GLBTQ youth, community resources, and a password-protected, online class discussion 
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board. This course is relevant for students who struggle with these issues themselves and/or come into contact with 

GLBTQ teen through personal, professional, parenting or teaching relationships. 

 

MUSC 299-001   Music and Multimedia 

MW 3:20-4:35   Prof. J. Bohn 

 In this course we will investigate music and multimedia through five constituent aspects: integration, interactivity, 

hypermedia, immersion, and narrativity.  We will examine the evolution of these topics through source readings, and 

examine art through this perspective.  Diverse examples of Multimedia will be explored as a class, including the 

works of Richard Wagner, "The Rocky Horror Picture Show", Rock Band, and "Dr. Horrible's Sing Along Blog".      

(Fine and Performing Arts Core Distribution) 

 

MUSC 299-002   Brazilian Music 

TR 12:30-1:45   Prof. T. Rohde 

This course will trace the emergence of popular, folkloric and classical Brazilian musical styles from colonial (circa 

1500) to the present. Students will examine the many musical trends, personalities and cultural factors that 

influenced the development of these genres. We will study the rise of Brazilian nationalism in the late nineteenth 

century, the social and political developments of the twentieth century as well as the contributions of African-

Brazilians and their impact on the development of the samba and other Brazilian musical styles. Students will be 

introduced to and given the opportunity to play Brazilian instruments and rhythms as well as analyze song lyrics that 

reflect the culture and condition of the Brazilian people. The coursework will combine reading articles and books, 

listening, watching Brazilian films and concert footage as well as writing and discussion. There will be frequent in-

class musical demonstrations by the instructor.  (Fine and Performing Arts Core Distribution) 

 

MUSC 299-003   Native American Music 

MW 1:50-3:05   Prof. P. Bishop 

This course explores the music, culture, and history of Native American (First Nation) peoples in North and South 

America.  An emphasis is placed on recognizing the diversity and complexity of Native American traditions.  

Traditional as well as new music will be included in listening and research.  In addition, students will explore Native 

American history, culture, society, expression, and contemporary issues through music.  A major goal is for students 

to gain literacy in music.  Students will write 2 papers and one detailed research paper.   (Fine and Performing 

Arts Core Distribution) 

 

PHIL 298-001   Global Issues in Public Health Ethics 

M 1:50-4:30   Dr. C. Womack 

In the 21st century, information, people, and goods and services travel across national boundaries with ease.  

However, they carry with them a new set of health risks for the global population.  In this Second-Year Seminar, 

students will examine some of the most prominent global health problems, learn about approaches to solutions 

devised by ethicists, health experts and policy makers, and present their own research projects on a particular 

problem in global public health ethics.  Two key pedagogical goals for this course are:  1) students will be able to 

understand and analyze important issues in global public health ethics, integrating philosophical sources and applied 

case studies; and 2) students will be able to apply their knowledge of public health ethics to a research project on a 

specific and timely topic of global import.  Possible themes for the course include:  An introduction to ethical issues 

in public health Global pandemics, autonomy and security Multiculturalism and Health:  Issues of Consent and 

Effectiveness of Treatment Big Pharma and global health:  balancing commerce and humanitarian interests.  

(Humanities Core Distribution) 

 

PHIL 299-001 or 002 or 003   Ethics of Harry Potter 

MWF 8:00-8:50 or 9:05-9:55 or 11:15-12:05 Dr. J. Mogg 

The Harry Potter series is a worldwide phenomenon. Despite the assertion from some that the books promote 

witchcraft, many take seriously the proposition that they are full of philosophical significance. This proposition is 

exemplified in The Chamber of Secrets, when Dumbledore raises the question of character when he says, "It is our 

choices, Harry, that show what we truly are, far more than our abilities" (333). In this course, with the assistance of 

Aristotle‟s Nicomachean Ethics, we will view Harry Potter through a philosophical lens to determine what Harry‟s 

choices reveal about the nature of virtues such as courage, temperance, magnanimity and justice.  (Humanities 

Core Distribution) 
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PHIL 299-004 or 005 or 006   Everyday Ethics   

MW 12:20-1:35 or 1:50-3:05 or 3:20-4:35  Dr. J. Steinhofer 

This seminar is a philosophical examination of the ethical implications of certain familiar (perhaps everyday) 

activities including eating meat, gossiping, copying software, smoking, owning pets, and telling jokes.  (Humanities 

Core Distribution) 

 

PHIL 299- 011  Immortal Combat: Conflicting Ideas of God  

W 6:00-8:40 Dr. D. Luddy 

This course examines the idea of God in the history of the major religious groups.  It investigates the source and 

inspiration of their conception of God, and its implication for morality and politics.  The course pays particular 

attention to the phenomenon of fanaticism, the tendency of some factions within religious groups to follow a 

perilous path toward radicalism and possibly violence.  We highlight the connection between fanaticism and 

nationalism, as well as the fighting words of various religious and political leaders in current conflicts.  It is not 

merely Foreign Service employees who must understand contemporary religious issues and strife; it is a prerequisite 

for an informed citizenry.  Text: Karen Armstrong, The Battle for God.  (Humanities Core Distribution) 

 

PHIL 299-008   Paradoxes  

TR 12:30-1:45   Dr. T. Johnson 

Is the following sentence true or false: This sentence is false? What is the smallest number that can‟t be described in 

less than fourteen words? If you change every part of your car over a ten year period is it the same car? Could you 

go back in time and kill your grandfather? If God knows you‟re going to take this class then do you really have a 

choice?  If reason is the principle tool of Philosophy, then paradoxes are its principle foil. This course will introduce 

the student to many of the most interesting and perplexing puzzles and paradoxes throughout history. These 

paradoxes span topics such as, infinity, morality, vagueness, self-reference, material constitution, decision theory, 

and much more. Our investigation into these deep questions will help the student develop their critical thinking and 

problem solving talents, as well as greatly increasing their writing skills.  It won‟t be easy, but it will be fun.  

(Humanities Core Distribution) 

 

PHIL 299-009   Morality at the Movies 

MW 1:50-3:05   Dr. S. Leen 

Movies often present characters with moral dilemmas – problems to solve or choices to make that have moral 

consequences.   In this course we will discuss some of these films, including: Do the Right Thing, Saving Private 

Ryan, Blade Runner, The Matrix, and Groundhog Day.  While it is true that people may have differing beliefs about 

how we should behave, philosophers study ethics: the reasons why we should behave in any particular way.  We will 

discuss some classic historical and contemporary ethics texts that offer such justifications and methods for solving 

ethical problems.      (Humanities Core Distribution) 

 

PHIL 299-010   Ethics of War and Peace 

MWF 10:10-11:00  Dr. M. Robillard 

When is war morally justified?  Never?  Sometimes?  If the answer is “never,” why?  If the answer is “sometimes,” 

what are the criteria?  This course will examine these and many other questions concerning war and peace, 

including:  How does the role of  states differ morally from that of individuals?  What is the proper attitude to take 

toward an enemy?  What exactly is “the Geneva Convention” and why does anyone abide by it?  What is 

“international law”?  What is a war crime?  What is guerilla warfare?  What is terrorism?  Should women or gays be 

integrated into combat units?  Are nuclear weapons ethical?  You may have some thoughts on all these issues.  The 

point of this course is to develop a systematic and rigorous way to think about them.  As with any philosophy class, 

you may discover that some of your preconceived notions are perfectly correct, and others are incoherent or 

contradictory.  (Humanities Core Distribution) 

 

POLI 298-001   Peace and Conflict 

W 1:50-4:30   Prof. E. Frantz 

 Conflict prevention and resolution are at the forefront of the international political agenda, and have been for years.  

This course examines these issues, discussing the challenges faced by contemporary peace-building efforts, how 

conflicts are resolved, and the processes by which peace is achieved.  To illustrate the major course themes, 

contemporary case studies are featured prominently throughout the course, enabling students to get an in-depth 

grasp of the dynamics of peace and conflict.  (Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution) 
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PSYC 298-001    Testosterone 

TR 11:00-12:15   Dr. M. Johnson 

This steroid hormone, which plays important roles in our health and well being, has fascinated us ever since it was 

first synthesized in the laboratory back in the 1930s. Testosterone occurs naturally in both males and females; it 

“bathes” the brains and bodies of male embryos several weeks after conception, and is thought to affect brain 

organization. Not surprisingly, this intriguing substance has been surrounded by popular misconceptions, in part due 

to oversimplified media reports. We will critically examine the role of testosterone – direct and indirect – across 

several categories of human behavior, including communication, empathy, risk-taking, dominance, child-raising, 

and aggression (among females as well as males); cultural context will be emphasized. Our sources will be drawn 

not only from psychology but also from evolutionary biology, anthropology, and sociology. The course will be 

discussion-based, and students will give frequent presentations on what they are learning. (Social and Behavioral 

Science Core Distribution) 

 

SOCI 298-003   Sushi/Global/Japan Food 

MWF 11:15-12:05  Dr. W. Carroll 

This course focuses on sushi as a way of grasping the linkages among global food chains, Japanese society and 

culture, and globalization. Using sushi to help understand globalization, the course examines the role of fish in 

Japanese culture and society, and how fish, in the form of sushi, links Japan to the rest of the world. Starting from its 

origins in Southeast Asia and its history and development in Japan, the course examines the worldwide sushi 

diaspora and how it has transformed food consumption and food culture in the United States and globally. We study 

sushi by examining various settings, including the Tokyo fish market, Tsukiji, the “fish market at the center of the 

world,” according to anthropologist Ted Bestor, and a California sushi academy which teaches Americans and 

others to become sushi chefs. We do not neglect the dark side of globalization and problems of the worldwide sushi 

trade, such as sustainability.  (Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution) 

 

SOCI 299-004 or 005   Globalization: Cultural Conflict and Integration 

MWF 10:10-11:00 or 11:15-12:05  Dr. F. Deng 

 This course is designed to inform students about globalization, or more specifically, cultural conflict and 

integration. The clash of civilizations is a central issue, not only in social sciences, but also in national security, 

international affairs and professional studies such as education and social work. Samuel P. Huntington, Chairman of 

the Harvard Academy of International and Areas Studies, argued: “In this new world, the most pervasive, important, 

and dangerous conflicts will not be between social classes, rich and poor, or other economically defined groups, but 

between people belonging to different cultural entities.” Are these dangerous conflicts inevitable? What is the root 

cause of the clash of civilizations? What are conditions under which global integration of different cultural entities 

takes place? The course addresses these issues by introducing different cultures, understanding cultural diversity, 

and discussing policy implications. (Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution) 

 

SOCI 299-006   World Heritage/Your Heritage 

MWF 10:10-11:00  Dr. J. Cohen 

               (Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution) 

 

SOCI 299-007 or 008  Sociology and the Law 

TR 12:30-1:45 or 3:25-4:40 Prof. G. Guay 

 This course is designed to inform students about globalization, or more specifically, cultural conflict and 

integration. The clash of civilizations is a central issue, not only in social sciences, but also in national security, 

international affairs and professional studies such as education and social work. Samuel P. Huntington, Chairman of 

the Harvard Academy of International and Areas Studies, argued: “In this new world, the most pervasive, important, 

and dangerous conflicts will not be between social classes, rich and poor, or other economically defined groups, but 

between people belonging to different cultural entities.” Are these dangerous conflicts inevitable? What is the root 

cause of the clash of civilizations? What are conditions under which global integration of different cultural entities 

takes place? The course addresses these issues by introducing different cultures, understanding cultural diversity, 

and discussing policy implications. (Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution) 

 

SOCI 299-009 or 010  Green Revolution: Environmental Sociology 

TR 8:00-9:15 or 9:30-10:45 Dr. S. Hogue 

 The Green Revolution:  Is the climate changing?  What are the consequences of the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico?  

Why are some species disappearing?  Is there anything we can do about these environmental issues?  This course 
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explores these questions and more as we examine the relationship between nature and society.  We will analyze 

contemporary environmental topics through the frameworks of modern science, ecofeminism, and socio-political 

systems.  (Social and Behavioral Science Core Distribution) 

 

SPED 298-001   Lead and Serve 

MWF 12:20-1:10  Dr. L. Battaglino 

The course is designed to provide training and discussion pertaining to leadership theory, styles, practices, and 

applications as it pertains to persons with disabilities. Students will be asked to explore their own understanding of 

the disabled and their abilities in leadership. Leadership is not a spectator sport, thus active participation is required. 

Through practical application, self reflection, and experiential learning students will be better prepared to make a 

positive contribution to people with disabilities 

 

THEA 298-001   Post-modernism and Performance Art 

MW 3:20-4:35   Prof. M. Novotny-Jones 

What is performance art?? Performance can encompass all the arts, but performance art is about the translation of 

conceptual ideas (those large themes) by the artist and is carried out through an action or actions. One becomes the 

creator and performer of one‟s own work. Major elements that will guide us to an understanding of performance are 

time, space, materials, and relationship to the audience. Performance artists, according to historian, Rosa Lee 

Goldberg, “often challenge the audience to think in new and unconventional ways about theater and performing, 

break conventions of traditional performing arts, and break down conventional ideas about "what art is," a 

preoccupation of modernist experimental theater and of postmodernism.”  This course will include discussions, 

source readings on conceptual art across all genres (theatre, dance, music and art) and power point presentations that 

will immerse students in the language, critique, and process of this experimental practice. Students will translate 

their own artistic experiences in conjunction with these theories through class exercises and performance 

assignments that help to explore the use of the body in space and time, along with the use of materials in order to 

create meaning and content. Students may work with autobiographical material, dreams, text, and personas, as well 

as visual and sound elements. We present a public showing of work in progress in non-traditional spaces at the end 

of the semester.  (Fine and Performing Arts Core Distribution) 

 

THEA 298-002   Theater and Society 

TR 11:00-12:15   Prof. N. Newell 

Theatre & Society will explore theatre and its role in reflecting a civilization‟s beliefs and values, as well as the 

social change and upheaval that may be considered an anathema to the same culture.   Students will be required to 

read and discuss plays in class, attend plays, and give presentations on playwrights and the historical context of their 

work.  (Fine and Performing Arts Core Distribution) 

 

 

 

For more information on the Core Curriculum see 

www.bridgew.edu/corecurriculum 

 

http://www.bridgew.edu/corecurriculum

