Gender in the Bamako Polycentric World Social Forum (2006):
Is Another World Possible?
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Abstract:

This papet explores a gender analysis of the Bamako Polycentric World Social
Forum, 2006. Thus far, gender has been marginalizégeiMorld Social Forum process,
despite the progressive tone of the project
gender equality. The Bamako WSF 2006 is an interesting case study to assess gender
institutionalisation, as for the first time African wen activists were massively
integrated into the discussions. Additionally, national organizers dedicated a specific
venue for gender issues, the Womendés Worl d.
for the fiengenderingo of the WSF?
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Introduction :

The World Social Forum (WSF) has been organized every year since 2001. It
of fers a gl obal space for critical soci al m
solidarityo (iWplES 2000)alt Has areaterifa cdasiderable amount of
ent husi asm amongst the womenb6és movements. I
stresses the destructive effects of corpedaiteen globalization, among which sexist
dimensions are enhanced (artidlel ) . I't also ficondemns al l f
subjection of one person by anothero (arti
democracy within the WSF, undertaking dec
censuring or restrictinghte mo  (articl e 7). The WSF appears
space where social justice is a goal and power relations are more fluid.

Hence, the womends movements seized this:s
gender equality.From the beginning, feministsyo menés ri ghts acti vi st
advocates have been pmoc t i v e i n the WSFOs process. P
potentially offers them additional organizational and discursive capacities in two ways.
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% The Charter was drafted in Brazil, at the end of the first WSF, in Porto Alegre in 2001. It was approved

and adpted by the organizations that make up the World Social Forum Organizing Committee, and later by

the WSF International Council, the same year. It has achieved acguasitutional status within the WSF

process, as it helps to guide and define orientationfuture editions of the WSF.

“‘Gender equality is considered (here) as the principl
together. It denotes women having the same opportunities as men in all aspects of life, including in the

public sphere.
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Firstly, transnational networking had been captusgdUnited Nations conferences on
women and other institutional events (Falquet 2003): the WSF renews and widens
networking possibilities. Secondly, by reframing their concerns in the wake of anti

gl obalization struggl es, t hrem newo (orean @ast mo v e me
renewed) arguments for gender advocacy.
Since the second half of the 1990s, W0 me

strategies; they had been involved in the different UN conferences (Vienna in 1993, Cairo
in 1994, Beijing in 1995) ahtheir follow-up meetings (Beijing +5 in 2000, for instance),
where they succeeded in introducing gender equality into the international agenda. Yet,
these efforts yielded meagre concrete results and new analyses emerged linking the
persistence of gendenbalance with the global neoliberal regime:

Any possibility for more significant changes in the rights and life

conditions of most women were in effect blocked by the

intensification of neoliberal globalisation, the ever more dramatic
rolling back of tle State, structural adjustment processes, and the
concomitant erosion of citizenship and social policies (Alvarez,

Faria and Nobre 2003: 200).

As the WSF is the most enduring expression of thegholtialisation movement, it raised
important hopes withih he womendés movements.

Yet, the WSF has not fulfilled all its promises. Since the beginning, criticisms
have emerged concerning both the marginalization of women as participants (especially
in the panels dominated by men) and of gender as an issue.nskamce, the World
March of Women, a major transnational feminist network, wrote a declaration at the end
of the Porto Alegre 2003 WSF which stated:

We nevertheless saw that womends pres
is only #f@Apol it el yalohgowayefrora ackiealing We ar e
genuine dialogue on the role of women and feminism in the
construction of another world (World March of Women 2003: 234).

Gender analysé®f the World Social Forum are actually very rare and mostly the
product of feminist netwixs rather than of mainstream WSF literatur€he first
explanation for this could be that the WSF is still a new phenomenon in general, and
knowledge of it is still incomplete. But, the very nature of the forum also makes it
difficult to analyse. It is at an organisation, but rather a physical and temporal space for
(very) di fferent movements to meet, often d
This important feature is also a key element for the legitimacy of the WSF, presented as a
neutral space,witout power relations within (Teivai ne

Defined as a fisystematic gathering and examination ol
relations in order to identify and redress inequities
® Major international feminist networks have denouncedrtiarginalization of gender within the WSF

(AWID, WIDE, The Penelopes, Articulacion Feminista Mercosur, etc...). They have been particularly vocal

since 2003. See for instance: Karadenizli, Allaert and De La Cruz 2003; Salazar 2004; Bjork 2004; Duddy

2004.
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tend to put a question mark against this supposed depoliticization. Power relations do
exist within the WSF. Saying that does not necessarily mean that there is a conscious
attempt bysome organizations to silently rule the process. However, it does reveal that
relations of power are not made sufficiently transparent, thus (among other problems)
making gender imbalance invisible and therefore not addressed.

So far, the WSF has beenatlrer gendeblind process. Gender equality appears,
at best, as discursivepriority, i.e. not operationalized within the WSF. Despite the fact
that the WSF targets social change, it has failed to integrate gender equality as a goal and
gender mainstreamy’ as a strategy. Firstly, the process in itself doest not reflect
dynamic gender relations. Manifestations of gender inequality can be observed for
instance in terms of participation in the WSF: men and women have not participated
equally in the organaional structuring or in the different discussions dominated by male
experts. Secondly, gender issues are not mainstreamed in all major themes of the forum,
but are marginalized as Awomenébés issueso. S
but further &orts require a shift in organisational cultures and ways of thinking, as well
as in the goals, structures and resource allocations of institutions (Kardam 1997). In brief,

the WSF is both an opportunity as well as
allows the inclusion of gender equality struggle in the making of a new world, but at the
same time the WSF itself has to be fAiengender

reality within the process.

Bearing this context in mind, this paper preps a gender analysis of the
Polycentric WSF held in Bamako (Mali) in January 2006. How has gender been
addressed in this forum? Does it reveal the same weaknesses as before? Has the WSF
learnt from criticisms of its gendér|l i ndness? Aparsti cfor qm etshh @ L& S
Bamako 2006 WSF is of specific interest concerning gender institutionalisation for two
main reasons. Firstly, African women participated massively in this forum. This is an
i mportant new feature as t hentedva pestiWSEs mo v e me
mainly by Latin American or western women. Secondly, specific venue was for the first
ti me dedicated t o woUneersdestFanempdAvrhava these Wo r | d
two features effected the assessment of gender institutionalisatibe Bamako WSF
20067

In 2006, the WSF moved from its traditional site in Porto Alegre and was
decentralized to three locations: Asia (Karachi, Pakistan), Latin America (Caracas,
Venezuela), and Africa (Bamako, Mali). The organizers wanted to promatly avorld-
wide dimension to the forum. Indeed Latin Americans and Europeans had tended to
dominate the scene, as many other participants (especially from the global South) could
not afford to reach Brazil. With the increasing number of national, localyegidnal
forums, there was also an increasing demand for Africa and Asia to be articulated into the
global process. In 2004, a first symbolic opening to the world was made when the WSF
was located in Mumbai, India. The internationalization of the WSHraged with the
polycentric forums in 2006. The idea was to give a voice to new participants from the
South and to include some new perspectives into the movement. But in 2006, the real

"Gender mainstreaming may be defined as: fian organi sa
aspects of an institutiondéds policy and activities, tF
(Reeves and Balden 2000: 14).
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challenge was the Bamako WSF. It marked a major turning point aswAficil society
had previously been marginalized in the process. Additionally, this event was also seen as
a test to assess the capacity for mobilization and organization on the continent, as plans
were being laid to organize the next centralized WSHiic#&in 2007 (Nairobi).

The afrocentric dimension of the Forum created challenges for mainstreaming
gender into the WSF. Indeed, gender concerns in the WSFs had been captured by
European and, above all, Latin American women activists, who had beerreactipe.
African women had been doubtyarginalized: firstly as Africans, and secondly as
wo men. Very few African womends organizatio
2004).

The first issue to raise concerning gender mainstreaming at the WBé&redpte,
the incorporation of African women as participants and potential alternative agenda
setters. What could be the i mpact of their
for the WSF? Could this forum help African women activists to be includegloibal
debat es? How coul d this forum help them r
organizations and shape new strategies that would include their own experiences? How
could it contribute to set new questions on the global agenda?

The second importantgge is how the Bamako WSF dealt with its organizational
choices. Different themes were identified and -seffanized activities were located
accordingly in various venues in the city of Bamako. National organizers, under pressure
from Mal i an zsmnsedecided toodedgaenan entire platform for the fourth
t heme, t he nfalliance bet ween patriarchy an
womeno6s ¢ This platfgrin easné to occupy the space referred to asthers
des FemmesWhat has beethe impact of these organizational decisions in terms of
gender participation and visibility? How has it resulted (or not) into a geawvdae
agenda? Is it a sign of marginalization of women or rather a way to correct it?

This paper proposes to assesadgr institutionalisation within the WSF process,
by studying the impact of these two features of the Bamako Polycentric WSF: African
womends participation in section 1, and th
section 2.

Afri can Wo me n &ntotheWSFPpaess:aNew Ghallenges
The Bamako WSF provided a space for African civil society to participate in the
anti-globalization movemerit.B u t how have African womenos
included in this process and what is the impact, bothf@t wo men6és movement s
gender institutionalisation within the WSF?
African women acti vi st s-gobaizatmemoveenent es i n t he
The Bamako WSF 2006 is not the starting point for African participation in the
antiglobalization moement. Since the late 1990s, African civil society has been quite

8 Themes areletailed on the official website for the Bamako WSF 2008x://www.fsmmali.org

°Or global justice atermondatism¢ d airnthr emoelkemenThid is a so
opposed to neoliberal globalizatiand which stands for another form of globalization respectful of human

rights, national sovereignty, environment, and cul tur
domination of the world by capital and any form of imperialism, and [is] dttexirto building a planetary

society directed towards fruitful rel atiVSkshi ps among

Charter of Principles2001, article 1.
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active in this social movement, but mostly on a regional level, which made it globally
invisible. In 2002, a year after the first WSF in Porto Alegre, Bamako hosted the first

African SocialFor um ( ASF) . The sl ogan was: AAnot her
200 organizations participated. The AFS has been organized every year since. The ASFs

have helped structure local, national, and regional African social movements. For
instance, many lotand national forums have been organized in the ensuing years (in

Mali, South Africa, etc.), and local leaders have emerged, such as Aminata Dramane
Traoré’® The ASF has also contributed to strengthening the voice and credibility of

African social movemdron the international scene. Consequently, it enabled them to bid

and obtain the hosting of the WSF in Africa for 2007.

In the first ASF, in Bamako in 2002, women were identified (together with
children) as the main victims of neoliberalism, and thidizagon was included in the
final document, theBamako Declaration Statemenot f January 2002. Yet
organizations were neither presented, nor represented in the forum. Out of the broad
thematic areas none deal t weledkédn 2002)n dneghe or e v «
ensuing forums, womends organizations parti
been marginalized as organizations, and debates have been largely captured by men. In
the 2003 ASF, women lobbied until a draft resolution ondge representation ratio
(50:50), both in the processes and in the activities, was discussed. But, in the last ASF (in
Conakry 2005), gender was still not part of the thematic areas.

Yet, as fiwomen were not given femmmi$tf i ci ent
i ssues throughout the conferenceso (Al exand:
spaces for discussions. The African Court of Women was initiated at the Luzaka ASF
2004, and was repeated in 2005 together with the Feminist Dialogues. Tibpaiarty
form of these gatherings contrasted with the
often referred to as the fiauthoritative soci
a limited number of African women activists (and among them aontajof
Anglophones) did participate in these events, they have been depicted as a major tool for
African womenos movement s. Those t wo i nst
participation were also mobilized in the Bamako WSF. This reveals a certain degree of
continuity between the ASF0s and the WSF he
C ome out of a vacuum. African womenos or (
participation in regional forums.

Whilst their marginalization is indeed a consequence of a -duanated
process, it also derives from the fact that
not feel close to antiberal discourses (Beleoken 2002). Indeed, one of the major
weaknesses of the anglobalization social movement in Africa is thaid not a popular
one and this perception also affects women.

But , how did African womends organi zatior
Did they participate more actively? Why? How? Who did not participate?
African womendés parWSFeOOpati on in the Bamako

19 Aminata Dramane Traoré is the former Minister for Culture in Mali. She has béeragtive since the
beginning in the arfglobalization process. With her organizatidéimadou Hampate Bahe was the
initiator of the first African Social Forum in 2002. She is now the most emblematic figure of the African
social movement, even thougbnsetimes criticized in Mali where the social movement is divided around
her.
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Il n terms of participation, even though ¢t}

not met, the Bamako WSF was a clear success. During the final press conference,
organizers stated that no less than 20,000 people had participated in the foomgstam
which, 10.000 were from Mali and the others from more than 113 other countries. An
i mportant proportion of those participants v
they have come and they are al |l theesessdno was t
(Diarr a, 2006) . Mor e t han 1,500 wWo men wer
(Gbadamassi 2006). Among them, Malian women were the majority, and they also
registered in great numbers as individuals (Diarra, 2006). The National WSF Council
provided tansportation so that hundreds of rural women could come and participate in
the discussions in Bamako. Womendos partici
medid’ as an important and key feature of the Bamako WSF. It is important to note that
women were ats involved in the decisiemaking process from the initial stages of the
organizational process. In fact, the National WSF Council, which was responsible for the
organization of the Bamako WSF 2006, was made up of hundreds of Malian NGOs.
Major Malianwore n 6s or gani zations were present in 8
ofthe Councif*The i mportant representaadthedantthatf wo men
the | eader of the forumds oversight organi za
could probaly have generated further opportunities for gender mainstreaming.

Yet , S 0me observations moderate this op
participation, as massive as it might be, was not representative in terms of generation.

Indeed, most of the womanvolved, both in the organizing and in the audience, were

older women. Young women were significantly absent. The fact that young women

activists were not given a voice was highlighted on the first day of the forum, within the

Feminist Dialogues, one dfie most popular sessidi$ n t he Womends Worl d.
Musa, Advocacy Officer of the African Women's Development and Communication

Network (FEMNET) and c@rganizer of the Feminist Dialogues, also raises this issue:

Young women feel that older femingsare monopolizing the scene,
and although some of the older women rationalized this situation, it
was clear that young women need to be more fully incorporated into
the movement. One area that young women should be encouraged is
by enhancing their leaddrip capacities through internships that
empower them to make good choices for themselves (R. Musa
interviewed by Kinoti 2006).

Yet, even if young women participate in internships, they are not given a chance
to have a leadership position afterwards, d@&y do not stay in the organizations, as one
young Malian woman <cl ai med. She had been dc

! see for instance: Gbadamassi 2006; Larqué and Lusson 2006; Diarra 2006; and TerraViva (the

independent newspaper of the Polycentric World Social Forum, in Bamako, hosted bpdRSpecially

its third issue with a front page on women in the Bamako Forum.

20ut of the 11 commissions, none was dedicated to gen
were discussed within the Thematic Areas commission.

3The FeministDialoge s was one of the most popular events withi
participation, with more than 350 women attending (Kinoti 2006).
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umbrella organization CAFO when she became aware of this generation gap. She decided
to create her own organization to empowe@ung womert’ and she was therefore able to
be part of the organization of the social forum.
Anot her reservation was that womenos par

womends organizations, which had beeon quite
Social Forum organizing, and represented by charismatic individuals.
The integration of African womend6sS moverr

innovation, as they were invisible before. Yet, their participation has also challenged the
wo menos muyindudiegrdivesgent concepts and concerns.
African womends movement and international ¢

The building of a transnational womenos
difficult because of tensions between western and Africanwdrsen or gani zati ons |
other things). The UM ponsored I nternational Womenodos Co
1980 epitomised this conflict. In this conference, debates arose around questions of
sexuality, on the Female Genital Mutilation controversy for mstgHosken 1983), and
guestions of economics (is patriarchy or liberalism the most damaging for women?). The
struggle over the word fAfeminismod sums up Vv
womends organizations pr efneern 6tso moes elmend Isloe o
than as feminists (Sow 2001). Womends move|]
history from their western counterparts. The African movements emerged along with anti
colonial and nationalist movements. In the international confesearganized during the
UN Decade for Women (197B085), African women shed light on specific issues (such
as development and poverty issues) while expressing their differences from [western]
feminists. The creation of AFARD in Senegal, as the first inddpnt organization for
research on women in Africa in 1977, is a good example of that vision. Later, many
African researchers (such as O. Oyewumi, S. Kandji, and F. K. Camara or Assié
Lumumba) demonstrated that gender and feminism are not appropri##icar (Sow
2001). But this resistance reflects a will to distance themselves from western ideologies
rather than from women6s struggles in gener a

In the 1990s, the womenods moglobalizatont was r ¢
framing. The Bamako WSF, andt s massi ve participation fr
organizations, appears to be a new step, and a new opportunity, for the
internationalisation of the womends movemen:
me ant to integrate the Ahergioltahprocesspbuethisdi S mo v ¢
integration is problematic as issues, contexts, and concepts are not necessarily shared.

For the first time, the WSF has witnessed the connections between western
womenodos movements and Af r i c aohthedimkéstweenY et , t h
feminists and the African womends movements
in part, because debates in Bamako were more practical than theoretical. African
womends key conc e r-drigen globdlizatior were thidightedomrtipeo r at e
Womendés Court. Different sessions also focus
and the issue of Female Genital Mutilation was constantly raised. But very few activities
dealt with the womends movematithe impact ofi t sel f .

% Interview with A. Cisse, President of the organizatspoir Jeunes Femmek' February 2006,
Bamako, Mali.

Jour nal of I nternati onal Womenods Stlddi es Vol .



patriarchy on the African women6s movements,
The most important site for such discussion was the Feminist Dialogues. These addressed
global issues affecting women and also the meaning of famimsan African context.
One Malian woman opened the debate by demanding clarification on the very meaning of
feminism(s) and gender equality fAin our cou
activist and schol ar, a n gender a¥edwestefMlicdanceptss t r u e
Yet it is necessary to look for appropriate terms in our own languages, to find out the
right word that c o u'f ThushaeMalan antvibtisugjestesl thevo me n o .
worwehusdaya (1l iterally Af e miheicomdlusiondrgm FEMNEBa mbar a.
panellists was that: Anlf women refuse to be
issue of the definition of feminism is no |
women find their own ways to defend material and miotarests, rather than agree on a
concetpto

The Bamako WSF was at least a first symbolic step towards the integration of

African womenos movement s into the WSF. Th
di fferences so as to ents.iThemextstepwogdbe itthée wo mer
Nairobi WSF 2007. Di al ogues should be more

come from every part of the world to one centralized location, whereas in Bamako, only
few nonrAfrican women activists were mobilized.

The Bamako WSF 2006 was also innovative in creating, for the first time in an
African context, a specific venue for women:
this for gender institutionalisation?

The AWomendbs Worl do and Gender Mainstreaming
The WSF isa framework for discussing the visions, values, and institutions of an

alternative world order. The social justice project is still in the making, but it is

interesting to identify the main issues discussed in the forum in order to assess to what

extent @nder inequalities, as theoretically part of the fight against social inequalities at

large, are actually being addressed. The creation of a specific platform for women, the

Womends Worl d, i n Bamako, mi ght be a way t

margnalized. Yet, this capacity depends on the very nature of the venue, and the way

gender has been integrated into the whole process.

A gender analysis of the WSFO6s program of ac
One indicator of gender mainstreaming in the WSF is the proportioerufeg

issues (directly or indirectly) addressed within the overall program. The program of the

Bamako WSF comprised two types of activities: few cent@ifjanized events

(roundtables) on key issues and a range of very diversergelfized activitieswhich

are supposed to be the heart of the forum. In all there were thirteen cesrgaltyzed

thematic roundtables and conferences. These focused on major concerns for Africa and

globalization, such as agriculture, migration, and cooperation. Organyzibe National

WSF Council, these followed a traditional format and featured important international

personalities (J. Bové, D. Mitterand, S. Amin, I. Ramonnet, S. George) as panellists.

Among these debates, gender was not made an explicit issue at stake.

“Aut horos notes taken while attending the WSF in Bama
16 [
Ibid.
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When gender issues were discussed, it was mainly amongst the other 492
scheduled selbrganized activities. Out of the ten thematic areas identified by the
International WSF Council for 2006, the National WSF Council in Bamako decided to
focus on thirteerdifferent issue areas, presented as afrocentric issues. For instance,

Ami grationd and Ayoutho were added, ficul ture
Aworl d order o di sappeared, but Acooperationdc
the reformulé i o n of the fourth international t hem
neoli beralism and marginalization of women?o:
AWomends Worldo in the Bamako WSF&6s program
far more consensil, or at least less controversial. For each issue area, a different location
was chosen for the debates. The Womends Worl
Were gender issues only discussed in the

contents of the edf-organized activities presented in the program reveals that gender
sensitive issues represent 13 % of the total of activities scheduled, as shown in able 1.

"Gender sensitive issues either directly deal with ge
understanding their own issue area (for instance, within the agrarian issue areavgomenc cess t o | and
specifically discussed, and within the social struggles issue area, ATTAC organized a conference on the
womendés workers movement in Burkina Faso against the

contents of the issues will be dissed in detail later in the paper.
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Table 1:Proportion of gender sensitive issues out of the total of scheduleargetfizel
activities in the Bamako W&F

Number of activities Total number of | Number of | Proportion Proportion Proportion
scheduled gender of gender of gender of gender
activities sensitive sensitive sasitive sensitive

Thematic issues issues issues out of | issues on the

areas for self in each the total of overall

organized activities thematic gender issues  activities
area

1. Peace and war 23 0 0 0 0

2. Global liberalism 16 0 0 0 0
3. Migration 18 0 0 0 0

4. Peasants and 34 2 6.25 307 041

agrarian issue

5. Womeno6s 55 55 100 84.61 11.18

6.Communication 17 0 0 0 0

7. Culture 24 0 0 0 0
8. Ecosyg 33 0 0 0 0
destruction
9. Cooperation 21 0 0 0 0
10. Debt, IMF and 34 0 0 0 0
WTO
11. Social struggles 116 4 3.44 6. 15 0.82
12. Alternatives 39 0 0 0 0
13. Youth camp 62 4 6. 45 6.15 0.82
TOTAL: 492 65 / 100 13.23

Table 1 clearly shows that gender sensitive issues were concentrated in one
thematic area: the Womends World. This t heme
gender issues disssed at the forum. Gender was therefore weakly mainstreamed
throughout the Bamako WSF. It is worth noting, however, that organizations did register
their activities without choosing the thematic area in which they would appear. This
classification was nde afterwards by the organizers. This selection process is far from
neutral. It is not the same thing if the
the Peasant and Agrarian issues?o venue
the audiene would not be the same, and consequently the very framing of the issue is
i mportant The fact that the majority of
World prevented them from being integrated into other major discussions of the forum.
Releg&ed as distinct issues, they were eventually only discussed among women, who
represented the majority of the participants

de
or

gen

8 Table 1 was developed by the author with data provided by the detailed program of activities of the
Bamako Polycentric WSF 2006 (availablelatp://www.fsmmali.org). The 492 sheduled activities were
divided by the organizers into 13 thematic areas (left column). The table disaggregates these activities
according to their gender sensitive contents (up side column).
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Yet, gender issues were also debated in two other thematic areas: Social Struggles
and Youth. It $ not surprising, as gender issues are generally associated with social
issues. On the contrary, a genuine gender mainstreaming would have resulted in the
integration of a gender lens into other major thematic areas such as the one dealing with
the World Bank, or with diplomatic relations (migration) for instance. However, Social
Struggles and Youth were the two most productive thematic areas of the forum: they
represented respectively 23.4% and 13% of the total scheduled activities, as shown in
Table 2.

Table 2:Relative importance of each thematic drea

Number of activitie§ Number of | Proportion of
scheduled activities by
activities thematic area

out of the
total number
of activities

Self organized

activities

1. Peace and war 23 4 6%
2. Global 16 3.2%
liberalism

3. Migration 18 3.5%

4, Peasants and 34 6.8%

agrarian issue

5. Womenbd 55 11.2 %

6.Communication 17 3.4%

7. Culture 24 4.9%

8. Ecosy 33 6,7%

destruction

9. Cooperation 21 4.3%

10. Debt, IMF and 34 7%
WTO

11. Social stuggles 116 23.4%
12. Alternatives 39 8%
13. Youth camp 62 13%

TOTAL: 492 100%

Being integrated into those two prominent thematic areas certainly reinforced the
visibility of gender issues within the forun
was a very dynamic thematic area. With 11.2% of the total of activities in the forum, it is
the third thematic area in terms of the density of activities (after Social Struggles and
Youth). In previous WSFs, gender issues were not given a specific veihceur®e, this
does not mean that they were absent from t he
to create their own strategic spaces in each social forum, such as, for instance, the

¥ Table 2 was developed by the author from data provided hyetlaéled program of activities of the
Bamako Polycentric World Social Forum, 2006 (Availablehttp://www.fsmmali.orgy. For each of the 13
thematic areas, | counted the number of activities scheduled and comtpétiedhe overall number of
activities scheduled (492).
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Feminist Dialogues, organized in Mumbai 2004 and renewed in Porto A@Qg% or the
Diversity Boat in Porto Alegre WSF2065Y et , t he Womends Worl d r e
African innovation, as for the first time such a platform has been institutionalized. This
was an initiative from the national WSF Organizing Committee. Mangy me n 6 s
organizations were represented in this committee. The major consequence of this was
that gender issues were made more visible, for instance, in the program itself.

This initiative was the result of a successful lobbying from some Malian gender
acivists who managed to have a voice in the decision making process. Among them,
charismatic women leaders, such as Barry Aminata Tban&l Traoré Oumou Touf8,
appeared to be very influential in this decision. But this was also an opportunity for the
National Organizing Committee to present the 2006 WSF as a participative forum. In a
speech made prior to the opening of the event, Mamadou Goita (coordinator of the
Organi zing Committee) put a great emphasis ¢
innovativest r at egy At o go beyond testimonies and
by llboudo 2006§3

I n this perspecti ve,partalhf@m oVoecognitionsof Wo r | d
previous gender imbalances in the activities of the social forums. On the oneahand

specific venue is for the first time dedica
highlighted the fact that this space was a tribune for women (in general), who had had no

voices in the past WSFs. Al ncl udchalgngewo men i r
but we can take it upo (L6éhumanit® 2006), s
WS F . Yet , it was al so more speci Aficegnal | 'y a

womeno (Tour® quoted by Kone 20w&stillaBut on
partial recognition, as its very creation was contingent on specific agents (i.e. renown
Mal i an gender activists) and <circumstances
resource for the 2006 WSE.
However, in the two other polycentric tons, in Caracas (Venezuela) and

Karachi (Pakistan), such an institutionalisation had not been initiated. For instance, in
Karachi, there were 9 different thematic ar e
soci al changeo. T hi sof allhtleenmoenfirmed pelbeganeedt e d 7.5

20 sych initiatives were also duplicated in the different social fora organized at regional and/or local levels.

I n the European Soci al Forum, the WomdastosSoblahy (si nce
Forum (2004) both illustrate the diverse strategies i
visible.

% she is the president of CAMali (Debt and Development Coalition), which is an umbrella organization

coordinating a great paof the antiglobalization movement in Mali. She was the vizesident of the

Resource Mobilization commission in the WSF 2006 Organizing Committee.

2She is the president of CAFO (Coordinated Womends As

powerfu umbrella organization, made up of hundred of wol
members of the CAFO were represented in different commissions of the WSF 2006 Organizing Committee.

BYet, the creation and the e rapPfyanigingConpniteein®6is he Wo men d
not necessarily a sign of gender institutionalisation, as this initiative was also instrumentalized by the

Mal i an committee as a fAishow caseo for a renewed part.
Mal i an wganizatiodsswhich makes it unlikely to be renewed in 2007 for instance.

% This initiative is therefore unlikely to be renewed in the 2007 Nairobi WSF as such strategic resources
would not be available.
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activities”> as compared to 13% in Mali. In Caracas, the situation was different: only 6
thematic areas were identified by the Organizing Committee. None of them dealt
specifically with gender. The result was that gensigues were submerged into the whole
program?® Therefore, creating a womepecific platform in Mali appears to have
increased the number and visibility of gender activities, although they were weakly
incorporated within the forum. But, this assertioeaeeto be completed with a discussion
on the contents of the activities organized
A gender analysis of the Womendés Worl d

In order to better understand partial gender mainstreaming in the Bamako WSF, it
IS necessary to study thergd e r contents of the Womends Wo
diversity of the issues dealt with in the platform. If gender issues have been weakly or
partially mainstreamed in the WSF, t he Wome|
most of the major issues déwpeed in other thematic areas.

Table3:Gender i ssues il the Womenodés Worl d

Number of
occurrences
Gender issues

Womenédés hum 12
Violence against women 4
and children

Womends mo\v

South/North relations

Peace and war

Woman leadrship

Economic justice

Entrepreneurship

Land ownership

Poverty

Trade

Macro economy

ICTs

RPIRPIFRPININININWWwWw W~

Patriarchy/feminism

The major focus of the Womendés World was
precisely, events dealt mainly with sexual amgbroductive rights, HIV AIDS, and
prostitution as major concerns, as well as

% 358 selforganized activities were scheduled iarchi WSF 2006. Among them, 27 activities were
registered in the theme #Al 6 (women, patriarchy, and s
activities. The program of activities is available on the web Isitg://www.wsf2006karachi.org

% See the thematic areas and the program on the wehtgitéwww.forosocialmundial.org.ve

Table 3 was developed by t heWarldindiudedinthe detailedd at a concer
Program of activities of the Bamako Polycentric World Social Forum, 2006 (Available at:

http://mww.fsmmali.ory . Out of the 55 activities stdmajdrul ed i n th
issues discussed. The table aims to show the relative importance of each issue within the venue. Note that

one single activity may be linked to several gender related issues, so that the total of occurrences does not

make 55.
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Economic issues were the second major focus. Economic justice, trade, entrepreneurship,
poverty, and macreconomics together made absotal of 10 occurrences. The
North/South divide, a crucial question in the context of an afrocentric WSF, was partially

addressed. Yet, theoretical questions on fenr
absent from the program, except for the Femibistlogues. Most of the issues were
actually womenods issues rather than gender i

construction of gender roles and relations are quite invisible in the debates, as well as
issues of masculinities.
Out of the 55 etivities scheduled, many were cancelled (although cancellations

did not appear to be Iimited to the Womenos
place, many were small activities with a limited audience. But four events were of
significance: the Wol d Mar ch of Women, the Feminist Di

and a workshop on international funding for grassroots women.
The World March of Women (WMW) was an important event in this forum,
gathering more than 100 participants from Europe, Africa, lasith America. The
WMW is a feminist global action network, created in 1995, after the Beijing Conference,
by women activists in Québec. It aims at linking the struggles against the domination of
economic neoliberal system and the domination of patriaifthg WMW organized a
march in 2000, and again in 2005 where it was hosted by 76 countries worldwide. The
WSF offers the movement a space for t he di
committees to meet physically and strategize for the future. The WM\lesar example
of a successful integration of aigiiobalization issues into the feminist movements.
The Feminist Dialogues (FD) was the most
with more than 350 participants, womenly. The first FD was organized inuvhbai
WS F 2004, at t he initiative of Asi an WO ME
I nternati onal Manill a and National Net wor k o
was replicated in Porto Alegre WSF in 2005. Its coordinating group is made up of several
organizations (whose number is growing, reaching 12 in 2006), among which FEMNET
is a pioneer member representing Africa. FEMNET organized the FD 2006 in Bamako.
The participation of African womends moveme
(re) strategie feminist visions. Yet as the majority of participants were actually from
Africa, the fAdialogdgued could not be complete
The Womendés Court was organized by Enda
organization involved in the WSF process since its begindingave voice to many
African women who came to give testimony about the impact of the neoliberal system on
their everyday | ives. Li ke the FD, t he Wome
events in the WSFs, widely covered by the media.
The workshoporganized by three U.®ased foundations (the Global Fund for
Women, New Field Foundation, and the African Development Fund), was paradoxically
one of the most popular events related to a specific issue of interests for African women.
The ideawastoceet e net wor ks between womends organi
these foundations which finance womends pr (

% ndeed the BamakoDFwas not considered a formal one, but at best as a rehearsal or trial run before
Nairobi WSF 2007. The FD6s website does not make refe
http://feministdialogue.isiswomeorg.
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criteria for selection and then women participants (no men) formed small groups (French
speaking, Bambargpsaking, and English speaking) to discuss the difficulties that they

faced in getting funding. The dialogue was not easy and there were important differences

bet ween S0 call ed Afgrassroot s African wome
francophone and Aglophone participants, as well as with the donors. Such an event was,
however, an illustration of the dialogue that an afrocentric WSF could enhance,
contributing to bringing individuals and organizations from the North and the South so

that they can distss together.

The Wo menos Wor l d was a very dynami c S
numerous and African women finally had voice. But despite this enthusiasm, many
participants expressed their disappointment at the end of the forum. Indeed, it had been a
site of debate only, without any proposals formulated at the end. A Wall for Proposals,
similar to the one used in Porto Alegre 2005, was available, but no explanations were
given regarding its purpose. At the end of the WSF, only two or three proposals were
included from the Womends World. Additionall
as shown in Table 2, can actually be counterproductive. Tens of workshops were
organized on different issues by small organizations, without any coordination. The high
numbe of activities in the platform did not n
On the contrary it tended to fragment it. Such a criticism had already been made
regarding the womenos movement s in the Munm
Feminist Dialogueswe r e a key event i n t he WSF 200E€
organizations participating. Yet, organized on the first day, it had not been replicated in
the end to counterbalance the diversity and
final session, where all gasipants could meet and offer proposals, had been organized.

The Women6és World took the form of At al k
(Alexander and Mbali 2004). What could be the outcome of such scattered small
discussions? How can they better feedh e l earning processes 0
movements? What could be capitalized on and transmitted for the Nairobi Social Forum?

Who will remember the discussions apart from the women actually present in
Bamako? f t he Bamako WSF and t lyéo giWovoieernods Wor |
African women activists, the lack of final proposals or capitalization madefitan oni c 0

voice

Anot her feature of the Womends World was
large or more intimate, men were generally absent. Althagne women participants
praised the initiative as a helpful strategy for them to gather and discuss, this absence also
cautions against the creation of a specific venue for gender issues, which ends up being a
womenonl y area, as t hoer ltdot Inei gihtth ei nWloemeedn 6ssu gvg e s
Ghetto or sign of recognition?

The Womendéds World can be viewed as a tr
revealing a Women in Development (WID) rather than Gender and Development (GAD)
strategy for gender mainstreaming within WS F . It resembles the pol
i ncorporation and subsequent segregationo

®Those questions are not specific to the Womends Worl
in itself, as part of the unbroken debate on the WSF
Wi thaker, fAThe WHhEenalsandAnand, p.€edsihe WSk @hallenging Empires,

India: Viveka Foundation, 2003.
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eventually drawn into the political system but in separate institutions where they cannot

exert pressure. The WSF therefore depicts digadlsituation familiar to women from all

over the world characterized by Ainadequate
and bl ocked channels of access to |l eadership

Historically, gender inequality and appropriatérategies to address it were
specifically discussed and conceptualized during the United Nations Decade for Women
(19751985). The two first international conferences organized in this period (Mexico
City 1975 and Copenhagen 1980) created a consendhg imternational community
recognizing the economic role of women within the development process. Prior to then,
women had been seen as passive beneficiaries of development. On the contrary, the WID
approach, developed in those meetings, highlighted abethat women needed to be
integrated into development processes as active agents if efficient and effective
devel opment was to be achieved. WI D under st
development. But in the 1980s criticisms emerged, framed by fésand activists from
the South. They managed to get their voices heard at the Third World Conference on
Women held in Nairobi in 1985, where they challenged the WID focus on women in
isolation. In contrast, they proposed a new approach, Gender and Degertofi>AD)
that focuses on imbalances of power between women and men, addressing the relational
nature of womends subordination. Women are n
But the real change of paradigm occurred during the Beijing Conferemcgears later,
which institutionalized gender equality as a priority. This marked a significant turning
point for the notion of gender mainstreaming, which, though still vague, was introduced,
discussed, and strategized.

Both WID and GAD approaches pimp nt womenos mar ginal i z
development process, but they offer different explanations of its sources and propose
different strategies to address the gap (Razari and Miller 1995). Following the WID
perspective, in the 1970s and 1980s, national imagks for women (NMWS§ were
introduced as a key strategy for womenos i
positive achievement s, especially i n rai si
machineries have often favosineodial e wdaflreett oi z a
departments, which has the effect of limiting their impact and significance. Women
specific structures are not sufficient to a
strategy is not the same as an institutionalisation stralégy second strategy requires
bringing a gender aware perspective to al/l
(Oxaal 1997).

aO)

Therefor e, t he Wo menos Worl d can be Vi e
integration rather than institutionalisai of gender, following a WID approach. On the
one hand, t he creation of a Wo menods Worl d

eventually addressed, whereas in the previous African forums, it had been neglected. The
new initiative marks a form of recogmib of gender unequal representation and
participation into the WSF. Yet, the response is incomplete. A separate space is a form of
recognition but also a perverse form of segregation. Indeed, gender issues were discussed

¥NMWs are defined as: fagencies with a mandate for th
by governments for integrating gender concerns in development i cy and pl anningodo (Reeve
2000: 3).

Jour nal of I nternati onal Womenods Stlddi es Vol .



in the Bamako WSF, probably moreah before. Yet most of the debates took place in
the Palace of Culture, where only a few men dared to participate.

Nevertheless, such an integration strategy could be the first step towards gender
mainstreaming, as it could help to provide the diagnedigch would make gender
imbalance visible and thus turn gender equality into an appropriate and legitimate issue.
Still, the conditions for such a process to be initiated were inadequately present in
Bamako. Il nstead, t h r wamgrhwere 8ea buiMmtrheandd) and Wor | d ,
gender was silenced

The Womends World was an exclusive space
encourage men to participate in it and most women participants were actually present
onlyin this venue and did not visit any otherrtiegic areas.

Therefore, this venue was not only unable to challenge, but was even built upon,

mi sconceptions of W@Agender o0, portrayed as i wc
organizers (including women) of the WSF assume that engendering thelgéSfeant
focusing specificalyon wo me n. Therefore, the Womenods

demands for gender institutionalisation, but interpreted through a distorted or at least
incomplete conception of gender. Such a venue could not address the first ehafleng

the engendering of the WSF, i.e. framing gender equality and gender mainstreaming as an
integral (and not a specific) part of the building of alternatives to the neoliberal
globalization process.

But, as Joanna Kerr puts it, gender marginalizationthe WSF is both a
consequence of the gender blindness of other social movements and the result of inner
weaknesses of the womends and gender advocat
movement is still fragmented. Its visions and demands are not nélgesbared, as
illustrated in the debates of the Feminist Dialogues in Bamako. Yet, the fact that such
discussions were only developed in the FD, on one day, and that no other meeting was
organi zed at the end of the inteamkmptyspaceded t o
The Womenédés World was a unigue opportunity
gender advocates to meet, coordinate across boundaries, and discuss for several days. But,

the Womends World failed toeitseoloprfuleande i ts s
massive participation, the Womends Worl d wa:
initiatives, from which nothing could be cz¢
Gender mainstreaming is a process which needs not only to teenhitprioritized,

recogni zed, et c, but al so strategized. Only

movements benefit from its participation in the WSF.

Conclusion

What are the lessons that could be learnt from the Bamako WSF regarding gender
institut i onal i sati on? African womenos particip
buil ding of the womends movements, even tho
necessary dialogue within the movements. In the future, discussion about the diversity of
thewomenodés movements should be prioritized 1in
despite its innovation, the Womendés Worl d ha
2007, such a specific venue would be useful

straegic space to formulate and coordinate gender mainstreaming. Such a space may be
necessary but it does not mean that it has to be institutionalised throughout the WSF, as
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was the case with the Womenbés Worl d. Why noc
gender strategic space (modelled on the FD, but extended to gender issues at large), both

at the beginningnd at the end of the WSF, involving also men, and leaving time and
energy for womends movements activendet s to ir
lens?

Another world is not only possible, it is on her way. If | listen

carefully, on quiet day, | can hear her breathe... (Arundhati Roy,

AChall enging Empireso speech at t he
January 28 2003).
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