Bridgewater State University
Department of Special Education and Communication Disorders

Dual License Program Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s)
Why is this program better than just getting an Elementary Education or Special Education License only?


The demand for special education teachers is great while there is a surplus of qualified elementary teachers.  Being dual licensed is even better than having one license and you are better trained and much more marketable!  In fact many school districts are only advertising for dual licensed teachers for their general education/inclusion classrooms.  If you are dual licensed you can apply for either elementary or special education jobs instead of limiting yourself to just one or the other.

When should I take the MTEL tests?


You need to take and pass the Communication and Literacy MTEL (see link below) prior to applying to the professional education program at Bridgewater State.  We strongly suggest the earlier you take this test the better, that way you are prepared and will give yourself ample time to apply for grad school or to retake the test if necessary.  The General Curriculum and Math MTEL and Foundations of Reading MTEL are now required to be completed prior to taking your Elementary Education ‘Block’ (2nd semester junior year or 1st semester senior year).
Note that most students apply to Professional Education during the fall or spring semester of their sophomore year.
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mtel/
Can I change the sequences of the classes?


There is some flexibility with the sequencing of the classes.  The elementary education classes do need to be taken prior to the special education graduate classes.  If you do change the order of classes make sure to check with your advisor first.  
What time are the classes offered?


The first three years of you program are the same as all other education majors.  During this time you are taking your general requirement classes along with the classes for your second major.  Once you enter your fourth year you will be doing the elementary BLOCK during your fall semester which is a five day BLOCK of classes that require you to be available from 8 AM to 3PM Monday through Friday.  After your block you will begin taking your special education graduate courses.  These courses are offered in the evenings, online, and occasionally on the weekends.

Can I take classes somewhere else and transfer them in?


Yes, undergraduates have much greater freedom in bringing courses in from other institutions.  As always, work with your advisor.  Graduate students can take up to six graduate credits and transfer them into your BSU graduate degree program.  Again, make sure that you have spoken to your advisor to get the approval to take this coursework.

To whom do I go to for advising?


During your first three and a half years you will be going to your elementary education advisor and liberal arts and science advisors.  Once you enter the graduate program you will be given a special education graduate advisor.
Can I seek advising from special education before I become a grad student?


Absolutely – you are encouraged to walk up to the second floor of Hart Hall to the Department of Special Education and Communication Disorders to request a meeting, formally or informally, with a professor.  

When can I enroll in special education (graduate) classes?

You need to be admitted into the graduate program before you can sign up for graduate level classes (500 level).  Begin this process during the spring term of your fourth year given that you most likely be taking graduate coursework over the summer prior to your 5th year of study.  (this is all a bit tricky given that you have not graduated from your undergraduate program – you will be an undergraduate and graduate student at the same time) Make sure on your application to the School of Graduate Studies (SGS) that it is clear that you are a Dual License candidate.
http://www.bridgew.edu/SoGS/

When do I apply to do my practicum?


You apply the semester before you are to do each of your practica; most often February 1 for the fall and October 1 for the spring semester.  You will need an application for each of the THREE practica experiences, so, you will need to do three applications, one for elementary education (ELED 492), one for special education substantially separate (SPED 594) and one for special education inclusion (SPED 404).

When do I do my practicum?


You do your practicum after you have completed all of your elementary education (undergraduate) classes (done during what is referred to as the BLOCK) and the majority of you special education (graduate) courses.  Generally this is done during your fifth year at Bridgewater State.
What order do I take my practicums?


The order is generally the inclusion practicum followed by the general education placement, and finally your substantially separate placement.
What are the Comps?


The Comprehensive Exams (Comps) are completed at the end of your Masters program to demonstrate that you have the appropriate knowledge base in the field of special education.  The Comps are created and graded by the professors at Bridgewater State.  

What happens with my financial aid?


Given that you take undergraduate courses throughout your five year experience you will remain an ‘undergraduate’ for aid and housing purposes.  Note that as a student who is pursuing licensure in special education you are eligible for the TEACH Grant for four years (of five)  with a loan forgiveness of $4,000 each year and a total of $16,000.  
http://www.bridgew.edu/FinancialAid/Ed_Scholarships.cfm
What kind of job can I get with this program?


With this you could get a job as a general education classroom teacher, an inclusion teacher who works with the general education classroom teacher, a resource room, or special education teacher in a substantially separate (moderate) classroom.  When you complete this program you will be licensed to teach both Elementary Education grades 1 through 6 and Special Education (Moderate Disabilities) grades PreK-8.
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