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Academic Standards

Patricia S. Connolly, Coordinator of Disability Resources, Academic Achievement Center


 When students with disabilities receive accommodations as required by federal legislation, questions are sometimes raised within the college community about the rationale for, or the intended results of the accommodations. These questions may highlight misinformation or misunderstanding of the qualifications of students with disabilities for post-secondary education. It is an important and ongoing process of the Disability Resources Office to address these questions for faculty, staff, and students alike.

 
The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 require institutions of higher education to provide students with disabilities the same opportunity to engage in the academic experience as students without disabilities. These laws do not require institutions to lower their admission standards. Students with disabilities must meet the same admission standards as other students. Once they are admitted, they must have equal access to programs and facilities.

   
 Students with disabilities choose to identify with the college and provide documentation to the Disability Resources Office to meet specific criteria for eligibility for services. Once students are determined to be eligible for services, the DRO professional staff will meet with the students to determine reasonable accommodations. Accommodations are provided on a case-by-case basis after review of the documentation and interview with the student. Accommodations must be “reasonable” and “appropriate.” 

Accommodations are not considered reasonable if they require a fundamental alteration to a course or program or if they require “undue” economic or administrative burden.

    
Some of these accommodations may assure physical access   to courses and programs, alter how course materials are presented, or how knowledge is to be assessed in the classroom.  Accommodations are NOT intended to lower academic standards.  They are NOT intended to bypass the fundamental standards for a course or for an academic program. Students with disabilities are obligated as all students are to maintain the college’s academic standards, and they are held to the same academic standards.  Accommodations ARE intended to provide equal access to higher education.  They ARE intended to lessen the impact of the limitations imposed upon them by their disability. Providing accommodations is often described as “leveling the playing field.”

    
The Code of Ethics provided by the professional organization for postsecondary disability service providers, The Association of Higher Education and Disability (AHEAD), requires that “Postsecondary disability service providers strive to achieve and maintain the highest levels of competence and integrity in all areas of assistance to students with disabilities.”  The Disability Resources Office professionals support and uphold the academic standards of the college when identifying specific accommodations with students with disabilities.  In doing so, we strive to achieve the goal of “equal access’ for students with disabilities at Bridgewater State College.

    
To learn more about the accommodation process and services of the Disability Resources Office, please visit our website: www.bridgew.edu/AAC/Disability_Resources.cfm or by contacting our office in the Academic Achievement Center in the Maxwell Library.

Introducing



The Staff of the Disability Resources Office would like to welcome two new graduate students to our staff.  They are Poplar Haines and Patricia Almeida.

   
 Poplar Haines comes to us from San Francisco and is a graduate student in Clinical Psychology.  She has moved to Massachusetts to get a new experience living somewhere other than California and attending graduate school gives her the opportunity to meet new people and experience a new culture.  Poplar received her undergraduate degree in psychology at University of California, Davis. After college she worked in a group home for severely emotionally disturbed children as a teacher/counselor. Poplar’s career goal is to work as a school psychologist or counselor with elementary school or middle school children.


Patricia Almeida is in the master’s of Social Work Program. She chose BSC’s social work program because of its excellent reputation. Patricia received her undergraduate degree from UMASS Dartmouth in Humanities and Social Science with a concentration in Social Work and a minor in Gerontology. After graduation from UMASS, Patricia worked as a community organizer with Massachusetts Senior Action Council; then, she was a program director for The Blackstone Valley Community Action Program. 


Please drop by the Disability Resources Office and meet these wonderfully talented women.
Highlights from DRO
Pre-College Workshop 2007 Reunion

We would like to re-unite our groups from Pre-College Workshop 2007 for a quick check in to see how college life is going for you so far.  The reunion is a chance to see others that were in your group at PCW, speak with staff, and enjoy some light refreshments. Information about Students Accepting a Challenge will also be discussed, for those who are interested. If you would like more information about the reunion and/or SAAC, please call Poplar at 508-531-2194.
SAAC
· The purpose of Students Accepting a Challenge (SAAC) is to provide peer support socially, academically, and emotionally to students with disabilities, to educate the college community and beyond about the abilities of SAAC, to encourage self-advocacy and promote awareness.

· Students Accepting a Challenge is a student club open to all students at Bridgewater State College who have paid the mandatory SGA fee.

· The Executive Board of SAAC will consist of a committee of ten: two faculty/staff, one student coordinator, and seven student members

· Being SAAC members give students an opportunity to be involved with a student run club that will hold meetings, discuss relevant issues, set up events, coordinate social activities, and have fun!

· There are open and available positions for President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Social Representative.
For more information please contact:
Poplar at Disability Resources
508-531-2194 / TTY 508-531-6113
Pre-College Workshop 2007

Poplar Haines, Graduate Student, Psychology

    The Pre-College Workshop 2007 was a wonderful opportunity for incoming freshman to get acquainted with their new environment.  The students were separated into groups and assigned their own peer leaders, who were available to guide the groups, answer questions, and get to know students individually.  Freshman students attended several workshops intended to provide information on everything from school policies, to time management, to personal goals and self-advocacy.  Students and staff also utilized the opportunity to get to know each other and make new friends.  After two days of hard work, Pam and Pat surprised everyone with a fieldtrip to the Paw Sox game!!  The PCW is a valuable experience for our incoming freshman that they are not likely to forget.
Adaptive Lab
Patricia Almeida, Graduate Assistant, Disability Resources

    Disability Resources has an adaptive lab available to students from 8 am to 5 pm Monday, Thursday, and Friday and 8 am to 8 pm on Tuesday and Wednesday. Computers in the lab are equipped with Jaws, Kurzweil, Scientific Notebook, Text Aloud, Inspiration and Zoom Text. Students with disabilities are welcome to use the lab. Please call Patricia at x2194 for an appointment if you need assistance.
Quote “The greater the obstacle, the more glory in overcoming it.” Molière
Calendar of Important Dates
November

12
Veterans’ Day – No Classes

14
Monday schedule of classes


Wednesday classes will not meet on 


November 14


Registration begins for honors students and 


seniors

15
Registration begins for juniors

16 
Registration begins for sophomores

19
Registration begins for freshmen

21 
Thanksgiving recess begins at the close of 


day class Evening classes will not be held.

26
Classes resume

December

11
Tuesday evening class final exam

12       
Fall Semester day classes end

13
Reading Day (Day classes only) 


Thursday evening Class Final Exam

14
Fall Semester day final exams begin


Wednesday Evening Class Final Exam

17
Monday evening class final exam

19
Wednesday evening class final exam

20
Fall Semester day final exams End

To Anderson Wise, Junior, Physical Education, Exercise Science/ Health Fitness Concentration




Anderson Wise started training in power lifting over four years ago. At the National Junior Disabled Championships in 2003 New London, Connecticut, he broke an eight year old record by 50lbs. In 2004 at the Junior Championships in Mesa, Arizona, he broke his own record by 50lbs. Anderson then competed in the IPC Adult National Power lifting Championships in Burbank, California (July 28-29, 2005), where he place first in the United States and twelfth in the World. His first lift was 314lbs, second lift 325lbs, and his third lift was 330lbs. January 2006 Anderson was selected as a member of the United States Disabled Power lifting team to compete in the 2006 IPC World Power lifting Championships in Busan, South Korea. At these games, Anderson placed sixth in the world in the 148lb weight class with a final lift of 368lbs. July 29 of 2006; he competed in the National Power lifting Championships held at the University of Central Oklahoma. There Anderson placed first in the nation with a final lift of 374lbs, where he reached the mark for the USA Paralympics National athlete standard. As Anderson continues to train hard, he hopes to be selected to help represent the United States in the 2008 Summer Paralympics Games in Beijing, China.


Anderson trains at Gold’s Gold in Needham, under the watchful eye of his coach and former Paralympics Power lifter, Jim Kempf. Anderson is currently enrolled at Bridgewater State College where he is studying Exercise and Sport Science. One day Anderson hopes to pursue a career as strength and conditioning coach.  Hats Off to Anderson!
THINK AHEAD To Registration: 

· Schedule an appointment with your faculty advisor at least 2 weeks before registration which begins November 14. 

· Do the paperwork for changing your majors before registration, so you have an assigned advisor in your new major department. 

· Look at your holds on INFOBEAR, and take care of those issues, so you do not get held up when you web register for SPRING 2008. 

· Have a back-up plan for your course registration if you try to enroll in courses that are filled by the time you register. 
Autumn Grant

Steven Viveiros, Assistant Director, Academic Achievement Center

    We are very excited to introduce Autumn Grant, our new Staff Associate, Academic Advisor in the Academic Achievement Center. She has many years of valuable experience working with and supporting college students. She works with all aspects of the first year and undeclared advising program and is available as a resource for general academic counseling. Autumn has a genuine concern for the well-being of college students and has quickly become part of the team in the Academic Achievement Center over the last several months. We are very fortunate to welcome her to Bridgewater State College!
Learning Assistance

Adaptive Lab, Academic Achievement Center

Monday, Thursday, Friday 
8 am to 5 pm

Tuesday & Wednesday
8 am to 8 am 

Adaptive Lab, Moakley

Monday - Thursday 

8 am to 5 pm

Friday



8 am to 5 pm

Learning Assistance Continues
Communication Lab, AAC

Monday


11 am to 5 pm

Tuesday


12 pm to 1:30 pm





3:15pm to 6 pm

Wednesday


11 am to 3 p am





5 pm to 8 pm

Thursday


12 pm to 1:30 pm





3:15 pm to 6 pm

Math Services, AAC

Monday


8 am to 5 pm

Tuesday


8 am to 8 pm

Wednesday


8 am to 8 pm

Thursday


8 am to 5 pm
 

Friday



12:30 pm to 3 pm

Study and Research, AAC
Monday
 

8 am to 5 pm
Tuesday


8 pm to 8 pm

Wednesday


8 am to 8 pm

Thursday


8 pm to 5 pm

Friday



8 am to 5 pm

Writing Studio, AAC

Monday & Thursday

9 am to 5 pm

Tuesday & Wednesday
9 am to 8 pm

Friday



9 am to 8 pm

Tutoring Central, AAC

Monday
 

8 am to 5 pm

Tuesday


8 am to 8 pm

Wednesday


8 am to 8 pm

Thursday


8 am to 5 pm

Friday



8 am to 5 pm

Bridgewater State College
Disability Resources
