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New Core Curriculum

Steven Viveiros, Academic Advisor, Academic Achievement Center
 Fall 2006, the faculty and staff at Bridgewater State College have launched a new set of course requirements.  Replacing the former General Education Requirements (GER’s), the new set includes great opportunities in the First and Second Year Seminars.  There is a focus on developing your writing skills through writing intensive courses as well.  In addition to a single math requirement, students must complete an additional math course or a quantitative reasoning course.  You should speak with your advisor to discuss the direction that will work best for you.  In addition to the broad selection of core distribution courses in the liberal arts, the requirements include courses in Multiculturalism and Global Culture.  There is a great deal of flexibility in the new requirements as compared to the GER’s.  

If you are interested in learning more or considering switching to the Core Curriculum, stop by the Core Curriculum website at http://www.bridgew.edu/CoreCurriculum/.  The pages include details of the required courses and the process for declaring the Core Curriculum.

OCTOBER IS DISABILITY AWARENESS MONTH

Efforts “to educate the American public about issues related to disability and employment actually began in 1945, when  Congress enacted a law declaring the first week in October  each year as ‘National Employ the Physically Handicapped Week.’ In 1962, the word ‘physically’ was removed to acknowledge the employment needs and contributions of individuals with all types of disabilities. In 1988, Congress expanded the week to a month and changed its name to ‘National Disability Employment Awareness Month.’” 

http://www.workworld.org/NDEAM2006.html
The Disability Resources Office staff held an Open House on Thursday, October 5th to celebrate Disability Awareness Month. Members of the Bridgewater State College faculty and staff were invited to meet with the Disability Resources staff and student workers, tour the adaptive computer laboratory and receive information regarding working with students with disabilities.  Refreshments were provided as well as raffle prizes. First prize, a gift certificate to the BSC Bookstore, was won by Professor Nancy Hines, and two gift certificates to Dunkin Donuts were won by Rachael Emde, library staff and Jessica Henry, advisor in the Academic Achievement Center.  

Erika Pinault Memorial Scholarship is awarded by Handi-Kids Chapter II of Bridgewater. The criteria for this award include evidence of scholarship, good citizenship, and success in managing an individual disability.  Financial need is also a consideration. All things being equal, preference will be given to residents of Bridgewater and Brockton. The 2006 recipient was Alyssa Hajjar- Betters. 

If you meet the criteria listed, please submit the following:

1 Transcript Authorization Form to the Office of Student Affairs by Wednesday, February 14, 2007.

In addition please submit:

· 1 letter of application outlining your qualifications and;

· 1 letter of reference from a member of the Bridgewater faculty or staff who knows of your accomplishments to the Erika Pinault Scholarship Committee, by February 16, 2007.

Pre-College Workshop 2006

This year’s Pre-College Workshop was held on Friday, September 1st and Saturday, September 2nd. Jennifer Picariello was this year’s group leader and made PCW a wonderful success. Jen was assisted by peer leaders Kenny Laferriere, Lianne Trombley, Carin Taylor, Joseph Costanzo, Michelle Rich, and Meghan McLaughlin. Freshmen with disabilities came from California, Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and Rhode Island to attend. Nineteen students participated in 6 workshops led by our amazing peer leaders. These workshops were Getting to Know Each Other, Strategies for Effective Note Taking, Where Does All Your Time Go, Recognizing Strengths and Weakness, and Making the Most of Your BSC Experience. We are very grateful to John Paganelli for his talk on Career Services and Internships, so our students can learn about Career Services as well as taking effective notes. One of the highlights of PCW was our trip to McCoy Stadium to watch the Pawtucket Red Sox beat the Ottawa Lynx 5-0. PCW participants had tickets for an evening game, but Hurricane Ernesto changed our plans to a day game. We were fortunate to have support on and off campus to get us “to the old ball game.”

Shoot for the moon ...cause even if you miss you'll end up in the stars. by Les Brown
PEER MENTORING 2006-2007

Kenneth Laferriere, Senior, Social Work Major

The 2005-2006 school year was the founding year for the Disability Resources Office’s (DRO) Peer Mentoring Program.  The DRO began this program to provide additional help for first year students. Peer mentoring is a way for these students to connect with upperclassmen students with disabilities for academic and organizational assistance.  The Peer Mentoring program is a way to encourage academic success by providing assistance with time management, study tips, organizing with various homework assignments, and refer students to the different study services within the Academic Achievement Center.  
Last year, we had four peer mentors that provided assistance to a total of twelve students.  This year our Peer Mentoring Program has grown significantly due to the success of our Pre-College Workshop this past September 1st and 2nd.  This year we have six mentors providing aid to a total of eighteen students.  All the students really do seem to be enjoying the mentoring process while gaining valuable insight about Bridgewater State College.  Students are learning the difference between the daily requirements of high school and how they differ from college.  Jennifer Picariello, the Peer Mentoring Program Organizer, had this to say about starting the program, “I felt that the program was needed because of the significant amount of students that needed extra help.  I felt that the freshmen students were lost on campus as far as academics.  The original purpose was to help students become organized and now it has grown to helping them be more independent in all aspects of their lives.  I hope it continues to grow and be successful.” Gary Lowell, a freshman majoring in criminal justice who currently receives these services said, “Peer Mentoring has helps me mainly with my organizational skills, so I will remember to do my homework and assignments.”
Meghan McLaughlin, a former mentee and now a peer mentor, said “Last year, peer mentoring kept me on track and organized. It allowed me to focus on my daily school work.”  This year Meghan is once again involved in the program but now as a mentor.  “I really enjoy being a peer mentor because it is very rewarding to know that I am helping students achieve in school.” If any student is interested in receiving peer mentoring support, please contact any staff member at the Disability Resources Office in the Academic Achievement Center.

The Opportunity of a Lifetime

Michael P. Mullen, Junior, Political Science and TWC Spring 2006 Alum
Last spring, I had the chance to take advantage the great opportunity Bridgewater State College offers in conjunction with The Washington Center for Internships and Academic Seminars (TWC). Through the partnership Bridgewater State College and the Massachusetts Board of Higher Education has with The Washington Center, I was able to earn full academic credit and receive significant financial aid while gaining real-life, practical experience interning in our nation’s capital.  

Working in the office of my Congressman, Bill Delahunt provided me with a stimulating and enriching practical experience that taught me more than any lecture or textbook could about our government and the way our political system works.  By attending Congressional hearings, giving tours of the Capitol, writing correspondence, and attending receptions for example, I have learned the accuracy of the late Speaker Tip O’Neill’s famous quote, “All politics is local.”  On a daily basis, I learned how constituents, political parties, interest groups, and lobbyists seek to influence legislative and political decisions, all of which directly impact the constituents of the 10th Congressional District.  Whether it is the Iraq War, the realignment of the Otis Air Force Base, or energy independence, I have seen how the interests of Massachusetts residents are reflected in every one of these decisions.

One of the things I enjoyed most while working for Congressman Delahunt is the interaction I had with constituents and opinion leaders from the district.  For the many people who called or dealt with the office on a regular basis, I was one of the people that gave the important, first impression of the Congressman and his office.  The experience I had talking to them on the phone while learning about issues of importance to them, helping them plan trips to Washington, or giving them tours of the Capitol was invaluable.  

While in Washington, I also took advantage of the many other things the city had to offer. I used my spare time to visit the famous Smithsonian Museums, bike ride around the National Mall and down to George Washington’s former homestead at Mount Vernon. During my short time in Washington, I also learned that Washington is a city of transplants, meaning that most people who live and work there are professionals from across the country and world brought by ambition and opportunity to make a difference in the world.  On that note, networking was also essential to my success while in Washington D.C.  I had the opportunity to meet C-SPAN founder Brian Lamb, attend receptions for the New England Council, and have lunch with 
lobbyists who represent trade and non-profit organizations across the country.  I also met other aspiring leaders like myself and became friends with people from Kentucky, Ohio, Canada, and Puerto Rico. 

The opportunity Bridgewater State College affords to its students through participation in The Washington Center can be beneficial to the career goals of students in every major.  I urge all students at Bridgewater to learn more about TWC and find out how it can also have a great impact in your life as well as it did mine.  Learning more about our government in Washington is not only a great opportunity and important to political junkies as I am, but it is important to Americans from all walks of life to make educated decisions, and to learn about the government that affects all of our lives.

For information about The Washington Center go to http://www.twc.edu/students/default.shtml  

Calendar of Important Dates 
November
8
Friday schedule of classes


 (Wednesday classes will not meet on 11/9)

10       
Veterans’ Day – No classes

22
Thanksgiving recess begins at the close of day 


classes


 Evening classes will not be held

27
Classes resume

December

12
Tuesday eveing class final exam

13       
Fall Semester day classes end

14
Reading Day (Day classes only) 

15
Fall Semester day final exams begin

18
Monday evening class final exam

20
Wednesday evening class final exam

21
Fall Semester day final exams end

Active Minds

Melissa Hines, Outreach Education Coordinator

Active Minds is a student-run awareness, education, and advocacy organization that exists on college campuses across the country to promote mental health and overall wellness. Bridgewater State College is starting a new chapter of Active Minds right here on campus. Our goal is to increase campus awareness of such issues as violence prevention, on-line gambling, eating disorders, sexual assault, mental health, stress management, STD/HIV awareness, disabilities and more. The organization will target the entire college community through large-scale educational campaigns and events such as speakers, panel discussions, movie screenings, and informational bulletin boards/tables. Anyone interested in joining Active Minds should contact Melissa Hines, Outreach Education Coordinator- Health/ Wellness at 508-531-6175 or mhines@bridgew.edu
Learning Assistance
Tutoring Central, AAC

Monday
 
8:00 a.m. - 5:50 P.M.
Tuesday
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday
8:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Thursday
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Friday

8:00 a.m. - 10:10 a.m.


11:15 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Adaptive Lab, Academic Achievement Center

Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Adaptive Lab, Moakley

Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m. 

Friday

      8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Communication Lab, AAC

Monday 
  10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday               2:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Wednesday
   12:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Thursday               2: 00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Math Services, AAC

Monday
 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
 

Tuesday            8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

                 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

                 3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday
 8:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.

Thursday
 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

              3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
 

Friday
              9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.




    12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Study and Research, AAC
Monday
 
      8:00 a.m.  - 9:55 a.m.

                      11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.


Tuesday
      8:00 a.m. - 9:15 a.m.


    11:35 a.m. - 1:45 p.m.


        5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday             8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

                        2:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Thursday
      8:00 a.m. - 3:15 p.m. 

Friday
                   8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.


                   1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Writing Studio, AAC

Monday & Friday     9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
 
Tuesday & Wednesday 9:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
 
Friday

       9:30 a.m.  -3:00 p.m.
