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Course Descriptions

English as a Second 
Language (ensl)

ENSL 101 English as a Second Language I (3 credits)
Note: See the “Departmental Foreign Language Policy” in the 
“Foreign Languages” section of this catalog
An introduction to syntactic, semantic, phonetic and paralin-
guistic structures is offered. Pertinent everyday cultural concepts 
are discussed. Relevant comparison and contrast with the native 
language is treated. Functional communication in the second 
language in a controlled academic environment is the principal 
objective of the course. (Formerly LAEN 101) (CHUM; CGCL)

ENSL 102 English as a Second Language II (3 credits)
Prerequisite: ENSL 101; or see the “Departmental Foreign Language 
Policy” in the “Foreign Languages” section of this catalog
The further study of syntactic, semantic, phonetic and paralin-
guistic structures is offered. Pertinent everyday cultural concepts 
are discussed. Relevant comparison and contrast with the native 
language is treated. Functional communication in the second 
language in a controlled academic environment is the principal 
objective of the course. (Formerly LAEN 102) (CHUM; CGCL)

ENSL 151 Intermediate English as a Second Language 
(3 credits)

Prerequisite: ENSL 101; and ENSL 102 or ESL IV (high school); or con-
sent of instructor
The course is designed to accommodate the linguistic needs 
of ESL students who have successfully completed ENSL 102 
or ESL IV in high school and would like to continue with their 
systematic learning of English. The course emphasizes English 
Language skills necessary for academic reading, writing, listening 
and speaking. Students are introduced to aspects of American 
culture, participate in systematic laboratory practice and utilize 
a variety of media resources. Fall semester (Formerly LAEN 151) 
(CHUM; CGCL)

ENSL 199 First Year Seminar (3 credits)
Prerequisite: Open to all freshmen with a writing placement score of 
3 or above or a SAT score of 500 or above. Students with 24 or more 
transfer credits will have this requirement waived.
First Year Seminars (FYS) are writing-intensive, topic courses  
that introduce students to academic thought, discourse and  
practices. FYS courses prepare and orient students toward  
productive and fulfilling college careers by actively engag-
ing them in a specific academic area of interest. Students will 
improve their writing, reading, research and basic information 
and technology skills while learning to work both collaboratively 
and independently. These courses will fulfill the First Year Seminar 
requirement and may fulfill other requirements for the core  
curriculum. Each course may fulfill different requirements and 
topics may change each semester. Only one FYS course may be 
taken for credit. (CFYS)

ENSL 298 Second Year Seminar (Speaking Intensive)  
(3 credits)

Prerequisite: ____199; Open to all sophomores and juniors who 
have completed ENGL 101, and the speaking skills requirement. 
Students with 54 or more transfer credits will have this requirement 
waived. Cannot be taken if ____299 is taken for credit.
Second Year Seminars (SYS) are speaking-intensive, topic courses 
that build on the academic skills and habits introduced in the 
First Year Seminar. SYS courses engage students in a specific aca-
demic area of interest and provide them with the opportunity to 
reinforce, share and interpret knowledge. Students will improve 
their speaking, reading, research and basic information and tech-
nology skills while building the connections between scholarship 
and action that are required for lifelong learning. These courses 
will fulfill the Second Year Seminar requirement and may fulfill 
other requirements for the core curriculum. Each course may ful-
fill different requirements and topics may change each semester. 
Only one SYS course may be taken for credit. (CSYS)

ENSL 299 Second Year Seminar (Writing Intensive)  
(3 credits)

Prerequisite: ____199; Open to all sophomores and juniors who have 
completed ENGL 101 and ENGL 102. Students with 54 or more trans-
fer credits will have this requirement waived. Cannot be taken  
if ____298 is taken for credit.
Second Year Seminars (SYS) are writing-intensive, topic courses 
that build on the academic skills and habits introduced in the 
First Year Seminar. SYS courses engage students in a specific aca-
demic area of interest and provide them with the opportunity to 
reinforce, share and interpret knowledge. Students will improve 
their writing, reading, research and basic information and tech-
nology skills while building the connections between scholarship 
and action that are required for lifelong learning. These courses 
will fulfill the Second Year Seminar requirement and may fulfill 
other requirements for the core curriculum. Each course may  
fulfill different requirements and topics may change each  
semester. Only one SYS course may be taken for credit. (CSYS)


