MMSP Courses: Teacher Participant Responsibilities 

Teachers participating in MMSP (Massachusetts Math & Science Partnership) grant courses have follow-up responsibilities to the course as outlined by the Department of Education. Follow-up activities aid in program success and sustainability. The purpose of the partnership is to improve teacher confidence and content knowledge, which in turn improves middle school student success.  The intent is to improve curriculum and thus have a positive effect on MCAS scores for participating school districts.

As a result of federal NCLB and Massachusetts DOE funding sources, evaluation of the program is imperative to determine the effectiveness of the courses being offered. Measures developed to conduct this evaluation process include research evaluation by the UMass Donahue Institute and Kelly Research Associates. All measures have been developed to keep the identity of the MMSP teacher participants confidential so their names are not connected to the MCAS scores of their students by use of a coding system. The “teacher code” is a series of three letters and three numbers which are generated through personal questions thereby making the individual unidentifiable.  All MMSP teacher participants are expected to participate in the surveys and also have their students participate.  Middle school student’s identities are also kept confidential through a separate code. These codes are necessary in order to ensure the same students are being evaluated at the beginning and end of the school year.  


Teacher participants in the MMSP courses required to do the following: 

· BSC user accounts (email address) and blackboard accounts are required.

· Generate individual teacher codes

· Complete pre/post tests for each course
· Complete Donahue Institute course evaluations for each course
· Have their middle school students participate in attitudinal surveys 
· Work with a teacher leader (advanced mentor) to collaborate with other participants from the same school district or area on a group project if applicable
· Participate in a poster session with the district group at the end of the school year. This poster session will be a part of a recognition reception for the participants hosted by the MMSP partnership.
· This project may require several meetings outside of class time
· Each teacher participant will be responsible for a piece of the project (no presentation required)

Email and technology are very important forms of communication in today’s professional world.  It is the official method of communication for Bridgewater State College, the main form of communication used by the School of Graduate Studies and the method professors will use with students outside of class.  Blackboard is also an important tool used by the college community.  It will be utilized by the professors to communicate with students and supply course documents, as well as a discussion forum between students, teacher leaders and professors.  As part of the course requirements students are required to use Blackboard.  
· Please sign below to acknowledge you have read and accept the participant responsibilities as outlined.   To register for the MMSP course, please return: 

1. This signed document
2. Application (signed by a district administrator), 
3. Registration form 
4. $25 non-refundable registration fee, payable to Bridgewater State College.
Signed: ___________________________________________________
Dated: _______________

Print Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

School where employed: __________________________________________________________________

School district: _________________________________________________________________________
