
 

The students at Bridgewater State 

are ready to take a break and make 

a difference yet again!  

 

This year, the Community Service 

Center will sponsor five winter 

break trips to help people in need. 

A total of 47 students will travel to 

various locations to address issues 

of hunger, homelessness, educa-

tion, the environment and health. 

  

In late October, eight students vol-

unteered at Camp Sunshine in 

Maine, a place for children with 

life threatening illnesses and their 

families.  

In January 2012, eight students will 

work with the homeless commu-

nity at the Andre House of Hos-

pitality in Arizona. Ten students 

will assist the St. Rose of Lima 

Mission in Honduras with vari-

ous service initiatives such as 

medical help to the poor and edu-

cation for young girls.  In Belize, 

13 students will volunteer with 

children at St. John’s Anglican 

School classrooms on education 

projects, as well as assist the 

school through construction pro-

jects.  Lastly, nine students will 

spend a week with Youth Ser-

vice Opportunities Project in 

New York, serving hot meals to 

those experiencing homeless-

ness.  

 

This spring, we will send stu-

dents to five other incredible 

locations to spend their break 

making a difference! 

 

Eight students will travel to 

Guatemala to serve one of the 

poorest regions in the world. 

Students on this trip will interact 

with children and families. They 

will share stories about life, the 

importance of education, and the 

role of spirituality. 

 

Ten students will volunteer at 

Youth Service Opportunities 

Project (YSOP) in Washing-

ton, DC. While in DC they will  

work to make a difference in the 

lives of men, women, and chil-

dren experiencing homelessness.   

 

Habitat for Humanity’s Collegiate 

Challenge is an annual tradition for 

Bridgewater State students. How-

ever, this year will be BSU’s  first 

all Greek trip, allowing eight stu-

dents the chance to work on a vari-

ety of construction projects while 

getting to know Greek students from 

other organizations.  Bryan/College 

Station, TX (home of Texas A&M) 

will be the site for this service trip.  

 A group of students will remain in 

the great state of Massachusetts but 

heading west! They will serve in 

Springfield, MA to focus on edu-

cating our youth. Service projects 

will include working with children 

in educational settings, such as a 

charter school and an after-school 

homework help center. 

 

In April, students will return to 

volunteer at Camp Sunshine in 

Maine once again.  
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The protest known as Occupy Boston 

began on September 30 in the Financial 

District. A portion of the Rose Kennedy 

Greenway was covered in tents and 

later expanded, causing over eleven 

dozen arrests. Sources say protestors 

had permission to expand, but authori-

ties were not notified.  

The protests are against the influence of 

government by corporations and eco-

nomic disparity that has been created. 

Since the protests have started, there 

has been debate and question about the 

Occupy movement.  

We asked a number of students about 

their knowledge of Occupy Boston and 

here’s what they said:   

“I know that people of all ages, races, 

religions, genders, and socioeconomic 

backgrounds are rallying together 

for the sake of creating tangible, pro-

gressive change.”  
 

“I know that Occupy Boston is sup-

posed to represent the 99%. We have 

talked about it in my oppression and 

diversity class and that we (the 99%) 

are trying to be represented.” 
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participated in protests in the past. 

Another student replied by saying, 

“Yes … I believe it is a great cause 

and I am part of the 99% so I would 

participate”. 

 

On campus, there has been an in-

crease in involvement and demand 

for education on the subject. There 

was also a panel that had over 60 

people attend to learn more about 

Occupy Boston . No matter what 

your view is on the protest, it is evi-

dent that BSU students are interested 

in learning more. 

Some students did not know much 

beyond the basics, stating that their 

knowledge comes from what they 

see on TV. Yet others were very 

passionate about the issue:  

 

“Occupy Boston is our genera-

tion's call to action.  We have fi-

nally woken up to the corporate 

abuse and greed that has taken 

over our political system and 

crushed the concept of  democracy 

in the United States.” 

 

When asked if they would ever par-

ticipate, feedback was split. One 

student said she would not want to 

put herself in a “dangerous predica-

OCTOBER:  BSU Students in the Community 

Out of the Darkness Walk for suicide 

prevention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dining with dignity @ The Table 

Greater Boston Food Bank 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Delivering hope @My Brother’s Keeper  

Make a Difference Day @ the Children’s 

Museum in Easton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Un-scary Halloween @Soule Homestead 



This month we choose to recognize Jo-Ann 

Della Giustina, as our service superstar. She 

is a Criminal Justice Professor who has been 

teaching a service-learning class at BSU for 

two years.  Through the organization, Alter-

natives to Violence Project (AVP), Jo-Ann 

has been able to directly engage students in 

her Restorative Justice Class. Alternatives to 

Violence Project is a volunteer program, 

started in prisons in 1975, to provide conflict 

resolution workshops. It is now a worldwide 

organization that works in community and 

classrooms settings as well.  

Service Superstars 

Jo-Ann explained that she teaches a 

service-learning class because of the 

importance of connecting real life ex-

perience to academic objectives. In her 

class, students look at the effects of 

forgiveness and redemption when harm 

is committed and these are crucial for 

people who have been convicted of 

crimes. The students learn about re-

storative justice and how it relates to 

the current criminal justice system. The 

experience of working with AVP has 

been very fulfilling for Jo-Ann and life-

changing for many students, as they 

look at how they can continue to 

change the world. 

Outside of the classroom, Jo-Ann con-

tinues to serve her community. She 

volunteers at prisons and is involved in 

the mental health unit inside a prison.  

When asked why, Jo-Ann explained 

“I’ve always believed in public service 

as an obligation for being a citizen.  A 

community is only as positive as the 

people who are involved in bettering 

society.”  

There are many BSU students that 

participate in community service for 

a variety of reasons. This month we 

choose to recognize Kyle Guton as 

our service superstar. Kyle, a Busi-

ness Marketing major, is a junior 

living in East Hall.  Kyle has volun-

teered at six events already this year 

and plans to continue to volunteer 

because he believes it is important 

to give back to the community. “Not 

only is it rewarding to help out oth-

ers, it allows you to experience 

things that you might not otherwise 

experience.”  Out of all the events 

Kyle has gone to, he explains why 

My Brother’s Keeper has been his 

favorite. “It is extremely rewarding 

to be able to help underprivileged 

families in the community. All of 

the families greatly appreciate the 

help, and the staff at 

ment” even though she has  
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Student: Kyle Guton 

Faculty: Jo-Ann  Della Giustina  

Congratulations  to our Jumpstart 

program for being part of setting a 

world record! 

On October 6, 2011 
 2,184,155 

children read Llama Llama Red Pajama 

by Anna Dewdney in schools, libraries, 

and homes around the world! 

My Brother’s Keeper does as well.” As a 

business management major, Kyle hopes to 

use his degree to eventually open a non-

profit organization that will give back to the 

community and the environment.  Until 

then, he will inform co-workers and friends 

of community service opportunities and do-

nate time and money to help those in need.  

Congratulations to the BSU  

Relay for Life Committee for  

winning:  

You Make it Happen: Get the 

Money  

“A community is only as posi-

tive as the people who are in-

volved in bettering society.”  

Why should you do service? Kyle said it 

best; “Community service is a great way to 

meet people, get involved with the school, 

and help out the community.” 

Moments to Shine 

Congratulations to FAM for 

Change for collecting over 900 

food items that will be donated to 

the Charity Guild in Brockton, 

during their annual  

Halloween for Hunger campaign. 



At Bridgewater State University 

In honor of National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness 

week this November, here are some facts and statistics 

about Homelessness in the United States 
¶ Children make up 37% of the homeless population. 

¶ 20% of youth are homeless because of their sexual orientation. 

¶ Many homeless people develop substance abuse problems and 

mental health issues because of being homeless but this is not 

why they are homeless. 

¶ The #1 reason for homelessness is lack of affordable housing, 

not substance abuse. 

¶ Families with children are the fastest growing sector of the 

homeless population. 

¶ There are approximately 17,000 homeless children in Massachu-

setts. 

¶ 40% of homeless men have served in the military. 

¶ There were 43 lethal attacks against the homeless in 2009. 

¶ 44% of people that are homeless have jobs. 

Did you knowé. 

November  
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Sun  Mon  Tue Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

  
 

1 
Baskets of Love  

begins  

2 3 
Father Billôs & 

Mainspring  

4 
First Fridays of 

Service  
(Homeless 
Veterans)  

5 
S.O.S.  

Veterans 
Transition House  

 
Empty Bowls  

6 
FAM at  

The Table  

7 8 9 10  11  Veteranôs Day 12  

13  14  
National Hunger 
& Homelessness 
Awareness Week  

 
The Table  

15  
→          →           → 

 
My Brotherôs 

Keeper  

16  
→          →           → 

 
Silent Auction  
My Brotherôs 

Keeper  

17  
→          →           → 

 
Family Life 
Center Visit  

18  
→          →           → 

19  
 

BSU 
Turkey Trot  

20  21  22  
Catholic Charities 

Thanksgiving 
Food Distribution  

23  24  Thanksgiving  
 

 

25   26  
     

27  
 
 

28  29  30     

So many opportunities!  
You can now register to volunteer and 
get involved on the Community Service 
Center Website  
https://www.bridgew.edu/
CommunityService/events/  
 

Like us on Facebook for up to date in-

formation at: 

http://www.facebook.com/#!/

bsu.community.service.center  

https://www.bridgew.edu/CommunityService/events/
https://www.bridgew.edu/CommunityService/events/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/bsu.community.service.center
http://www.facebook.com/#!/bsu.community.service.center

