Spring is one of my favor-
ite seasons. It traditionally
symbolizes birth and re-
newal.

What else do I like about
spring? It marks the begin-
ning of baseball sea-
son...and hopefully some
warmer weather!

This spring, we will cele-
brate Global Youth Service
Day on April 16 at the
Boys & Girls Club in
Brockton.

Spring marks our annual
Earth Day celebration on
April 23. Spring also

means the Special Olym-
pics aquatics meet in Kelly
Gym and Project Bread’s

Walk for Hunger in Bos-
ton; both occur on May 1.

We’ve already had some
great spring events in the
Community Service Cen-
ter. Our 4th annual Relay
For Life event raised over
$53,000 for cancer re-
search with over 600 reg-
istered participants.

During spring break, 27
students and staff served
the homeless and poor in
Washington, DC and
Guatemala City.

Students played soccer in
mid-March with immi-
grant youth in Arlington.
Our BSU students are
eager for a soccer re-
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match with their new
friends!

A group of students in
Woodward Hall volun-
teered at Angel Cat Ha-
ven in Plainville and
made a few four-legged
furry friends.

It is not too late to
spring into action
through service. Check
out our website for de-
tails on how you can
“spring into service” by
volunteering in our lo-
cal community.

HAPPY SPRING!!!
~ Diane M. Bell, Director
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Using Your Heart to Volunteer Right from The Start by

David Candella

The First Year Service-Based Residential
Learning Community is a group of stu-
dents living in Woodward Hall that are
dedicated to becoming engaged in their
community and making a difference
through service. Students can request to
live in this community with other students
who are driven by serving their community
in areas such as homelessness, mentoring,
child literacy, food shortage, affordable
housing and environmental issues. Stu-
dents who sign up to live in this commu-
nity will have the unique opportunity to
work with dynamic faculty, who are ex-
perts in the areas of service and social jus-
tice.

Students gain knowledge of the social is-
sues and a deep understanding of what
actions must be initiated to make a change.
These socially conscious students are moti-
vated and caring and work together to lead
effective service programs. A big aspect of
this role involves encouraging others on
campus and in the community to support
different service programs.

Anna Matys, a first-year student in the
Residential Service-Based Learning Com-

eran of the Appalachian Service Project
and wanted to take on other projects and
service while being a student. She wants
to help improve the world, and learn
about the issues it faces. She believes
the programming in this residential
learning community helps raise aware-
ness around campus.

munity, has been involved in such pro-
grams as Gifts to Give, which helps chil-
dren and low income families get the
essentials and My Brother's Keeper,
where she delivers food and furniture to
people in need. Through the Community
Service Center, Residence Life and
Housing, and Circle K, she has enjoyed
all of the events and programs offered.
“I could not imagine my life without
volunteering, because each event I do
influences my life a little more." said
Anna.

Rich Henderson, Program Assistant, said
it best: “The Residential Service-Based
Learning Community is an excellent
opportunity for first-year students to give
back to the community as a community”.
What makes him a great Program Assis-
tant is his passion for service; he enjoys
planning service projects and programs
for the community in Woodward Hall.
“Volunteering has been a huge part of
my experience at Bridgewater, so it is
really rewarding to be able to be on this
side of the process by providing opportu-
nities for students to take advantage of,”
said Rich. Residence Life and Housing
supports the service mission of the uni-
versity through this service-based resi-
dential learning community and Rich is
proud to be part of it.

Jenn Kilgallon enjoys the service learn-
ing program because it helps her learn
firsthand about what is going on, and
how she can help others grow. She got
involved because she is a four year vet-

Upcoming Volunteer Eventd April

Friday, April 1 (First Fridays of Service)

Focus on Japan Earthquake & Pacific
Tsunami Relief

American
Red Cross

Saturday, April 16

Global Youth Service Day, Brockton Boys
& Girls Club

Saturday, April 9
Multiple Sclerosis Walk
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Supporting Others In Need & Building Relationships
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Imagine a child preparing for his first day
of school with no school supplies or a
teenage girl not being able to go to her
senior prom because she cannot afford a
prom dress. Even dare to imagine a preg-
nant woman with nothing to offer her
unborn child. Now imagine a place with
bins upon bins of paper, markers, crayons,
notebooks, book bags and endless
amounts of other school supplies. And in
this same place the walls are lined with
baby furniture and the shelves are stacked
to the ceiling with baby clothes and toys.
Yet ,and still in this same place, the hang-
ers are filled with the most beautiful prom
dresses you have ever seen. No, this is not
the North Pole; it is Gifts to Give in New
Bedford, MA located inside an old mill.

Maggie Lynch (above), an active volun-

teer with Gifts to Give, goes every Satur-
day to help take part in the rewarding
experience. Gifts to Give receives over
25,000 pounds worth of donations a
week. Maggie believes an important as-
pect of the non-profit involves the Recy-

cling, Repurposing and Reusing ap-
proach. “Everything is checked six times
before it will go into a process order,”
Maggie explains. Everyone makes sure
that toys are fully functional and have all
their pieces. For many mothers with
young children, it is very difficult to pur-
chase a toy that a child will soon grow out
of, for this reason many mothers benefit
from these types of donations.

Gifts to Give is very selective, because it
wants to provide clothing that is not
ripped, stained, and/or out of style to the
recipients. Anything that does not meet
the criteria is saved and given to another
organization or sold at the yard sale to
reinvest in the company, thus, almost
nothing is wasted. Everything is donated
except for underwear, socks, school sup-
plies, art and crafts supplies, toothpaste,
toothbrushes and birthday presents. Gifts

Indeed at Gifts To Give by David Candella & Lila Handy

to Give even goes as far as giving chil-
dren brand new or near mint birthday
presents, so every child has something to
open on his or her special day. For chil-
dren who usually don't get presents on
their birthday this means a lot. Maggie
and others agree that this organization is
pulling out all the stops and truly making
a difference in the lives of children and
families in poverty.

Gifts to Give has a simple vision; “One
day all children will be connected to the
things they need”. It is an ambitious
company and it partners with 105 differ-
ent social workers, school nurses, coun-
selors and many others. Requests are
made via an online order form. Orders
include shirts, pants, new underwear,
socks and other donated items. Every
child gets a pack of six books, stuffed
animals, a game and puzzle. Maggie
wants the company to grow even larger.
She is a true believer that Gifts to Give is
not only one of the best organizations
she has ever been fortunate enough to
volunteer with, but one of the most
amazing organizations out there helping
children. “Itis all volunteer based, eve-
rything from the donations to the time
that everyone puts into it,” says Maggie.

Please see the website for more informa-
tion: http://www.giftstogive.org/
index.html

For more pictures click here.

Upcoming Volunteer Event®d April -May

Saturday, April 23
Celebrate Earth Day!

Saturday, April 30 (Service on Saturday) Sunday, May 1

Focus on Youth Development & Mentoring Project Breadbés Wal k
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Spotlight on Service

Meet BSUOGS new Ameri Corps

Jumpstart is now not the only AmeriCorps program on our campus. This year, the Community Service Center was fortunate to re-
ceive a grant for five students to serve as AmeriCorps Student Leaders in Service. These students are working toward the comple-
tion of 300 hours of volunteer service which includes encouraging others to make a difference in their communities.

Brienne Patricio (left) has served as Chair of the Relay For Life of Bridgewater State University
for the past four years. “Being an AmeriCorps Student Leader in Service, I’'m able to share my
passion and support for Relay for Life with others on campus.” In addition to her work with Re-
lay For Life, Brie volunteers for other programs sponsored by the American Cancer Society in
West Bridgewater that offer educational outreach about cancer. She participates in other fund-
raising events, community event planning and volunteer recruitment for ACS. Brie is also in-
volved in sponsoring families and delivering gifts to those in need.

Chelsea Horrocks(2nd left) works with numerous organizations that serve those who are home-
less or hungry. One of her favorite organizations is My Brother's Keeper, which serves individu-
als who are in need of food, furniture or Christmas gifts for their children. “Everything given is

= done at the request of the person in need,” said Chelsea. Almost 100% volunteer run, the organi-
zation has only six full time staff organizing the volunteers daily and still serves nearly 200 fami-
lies per week with food and furniture. Chelsea enjoys serving at My Brother's Keeper for the

¥ | daily reminder to serve the people who need it most. She also recruits volunteers for campus vol-
unteer programs and is an active member in her community.

Chris Harvell (middle) decided to focus his attention on the university’s FAM (Friends and
Mentors) for Change program. He supports Brockton High School students that are in the pro-
gram by being a mentor and tutor. FAM for Change, developed by President Dana Mohler-Faria,
connects BSU undergraduates with freshmen at Brockton High. The main focus is to help the
latter group stay in school and excel in their studies. Chris notes that if the Brockton High School
students successfully complete the program, graduate high school and meet the requirements for
entrance into BSU, they will have an opportunity to attend BSU at no cost. Chris is also an active
member of Kappa Delta Phi fraternity.

'l lolando Spinola (middle) also focuses on the university’s FAM (Friends and Mentors) for

{ Change program. lolando is an active member of the Social Justice League. In his duties, he
¥ keeps track of involvement and consistently creates awareness for programs such as Free the
= Children. He believes that any child has the power to change the world. Most impressive, he is
helping to build a school in Sierra Leone, a country in West Africa, so children can have a
brighter future. He is also creating awareness for child solders by participating in the vow of si-
lence campaign for child rights. Recently, lolando traveled to Washington, DC to volunteer with
Youth Service Opportunities Project (YSOP), an organization focused on homelessness in New
York City and Washington, DC.

Danielle Leonard, President of Circle K, is responsible for recruiting volunteers for programs
that focus on youth development, health and wellness, the environment, hunger and homelessness
and more. Danielle has been an active member of Circle K for many years. She also interns at

B the Department of Children and Families in Taunton, MA. She supports child growth and devel-
= opment and has a genuine appreciation for the experience as an AmeriCorps member. In her

© “spare” time, Danielle has volunteered at Camp Sunshine in Casco, ME, where she works one-on
-one with children who have life threatening illnesses.
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AmeriCorps is a national network of programs that engages more than 70,000 Americans each
year in intensive service to meet critical needs in communities throughout the nation. Its mission is to improve lives, strengthen com-
munities, and foster civic engagement through service and volunteering. AmeriCorps members are trained and developed into valu-
able leaders who take action for the benefit of other non-profit groups. In addition to receiving a monetary education award upon
completion of the program, these five students will gain valuable leadership skills and experience that will leave a lasting impression
on their lives and the organizations in which they served.



