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Charge

The Committee on New Schools has been charged by the President to conduct a campus-wide discussion about possible structures for academic schools at Bridgewater State College and issue a preliminary report including recommendations, resource implications, and/or further questions.
Process to Date

· The school/college configuration at institutions within the Association of American Colleges and Universities (AASCU) was reviewed.

· Proposals were reviewed from BSC groups on a School for Fine and Performing Arts, a School of Professional Studies, and a School of Science and Mathematics (forthcoming).

· A survey was conducted of all BSC faculty and staff on advantages and disadvantages of the formation of new schools.
· Plans are in development for campus discussion of specific proposals in the context of potential university status.
Findings to Date

· AASCU schools and our peer institutions display no consistent configuration.  A list of configurations is posted on the new schools website, http://www.bridgew.edu/depts/IR/new_schools.cfm.
· The results of the survey of BSC faculty and staff are posted at http://www.bridgew.edu/Depts/IR/Committee%20on%20New%20Schools/NewSchools.pdf.
· Three proposals for new schools are posted on the website: Fine and Performing Arts, Professional Studies, Science and Mathematics.
· School deans are setting up discussions with subgroups who have an interest in responding to existing proposals or formulating new proposals.
Next Steps

· Groups of interested faculty and librarians will consider the merits of a School of Humanities and Social Sciences and a school related to allied health and wellness programs.

· The committee as a whole will consider all of these proposals relative to each other and within the context of possible university status.

· The committee will facilitate a college-wide discussion of the various proposals and the degree to which they fit together.
· The committee will develop a report for the President on the questions to be addressed.
