Committee on New Schools
June 7, 2007
Minutes

Attendance:  Vicki Bacon, Andy Harris, Curtiss Hoffman, Mark Kemper, Nancy Kleniewski, Howard London, Catherine Morgan, Ron Pitt, Aeon Skoble, Michael Young
Minutes of May 8th - approved
Zoomerang Question Responses
1. Michael summarized comments
a. Advantages:

· collaboration and communication

· administrative advantages

· external advantages (e.g., grants)

b. Disadvantages:

· loss of collaboration

· lack of coherence of the core curriculum

· more administrative personnel

2. Nancy will distribute the results to the committee and Michael will post it to the IR web site.

Peer Institution Response

William Patterson was the only institution that responded.  Their rationale was that the configuration aided their professional accreditations.

Math/Science Group

1.
Howard reported that the group is still meeting but that overall they are in favor of a School of Science and Mathematics, based on program improvement.  Two advantages would be (1) greater attention to the “sticky details of life” and (2) sustained focus on the sciences by a dean who has a background in the sciences.

2.
Another point raised was that external contacts could be furthered by a free-standing school.

3.
The questions was raised as to whether collaboration would be enhanced or not in a separate school.
Selected Mission Statements

1.
Vicki reported that Counselor Education programs are located in different schools/colleges depending on the type of program they offer.

2.
School Counseling programs tend to be in Schools of Education; licensed 60-cr programs tend to be professional schools or all-graduate schools.

School Deans’ Comments

1.
Business – Catherine:  Small schools are at a disadvantage administratively.  The School of Business could benefit from a restructuring by allowing it to make some decisions about what kind of school it wants to be.  Other disciplines that sometimes align with Business are Computer Information Systems, Public Administration, and Communications.

2.
Arts and Sciences – Howard:  New schools could provide greater efficiency, more sustained focus on clusters of fields.  Another point that was raised is that we can send a symbolic message to the community about the importance of a particular area of study to the college.  Further, resources could be easily shared within a school; fundraising and accreditation could be done by a dean who understands the discipline.

3. Education – Nancy speaking for Anna (with apologies):  The School of Education could be aligned better by grouping the programs that prepare teachers and those that do not.  Currently the school and its departments are all hybrids.
Next Steps

Should we develop one or more proposals to further discussion on campus?  We will decide at our next meeting.  
Next meeting: the last week of August – two hours over lunch.

PAGE  
2

