Committee on New Schools
May 2, 2007

Minutes

Attendance:  Vicki Bacon, Anna Bradfield, Andy Harris, Ward Heilman, Curtiss Hoffman, Mark Kemper, Nancy Kleniewski, Howard London, Catherine Morgan, Ron Pitt, Aeon Skoble, Heather Smith, Michael Young

Minutes of 4/23/07 – approved without changes
Next Meeting – Tuesday, May 8th (with lunch)
Review of Draft Zoomerang Survey


The group discussed the draft survey at length and chose two questions:

· What do you think would be the advantages of new schools?
· What do you think would be the disadvantages?

We also decided to call this an “information gathering” exercise rather than a “survey” and to frame it with an explanation about the discussions that have taken place to date. 
Discussion of Structures at Other Institutions

· IR office is collecting information from our peers and will report next week.
· We reviewed the structures at several AASCU institutions and found them quite disparate.

· Aeon reported on a number of prominent institutions that have unified Arts & Sciences schools.

· We have not yet assessed the impact of our current structure on our operation (e.g., teaching and learning, scholarship, etc.)

· We agreed that there are many ways of achieving our goals (e.g. interdisciplinary work) and departmental structure is only one element that contributes to achieving goals.

· We will solicit information from Business and Education faculty members about how being in different schools from A & S affects their work.

