New Schools Discussion
School of Education and Allied Studies
Crimson Hall Dunn Conference Room
December  5, 2008

In attendance:  Anna Bradfield, Victoria  Bacon, Mary Price, Mary Tanguay, Dana Martins, Lydia Burak, Jan Harris, Joe Huber, Sandra Ciocci, Phyllis Gimbel, Steven Nelson, Louise Graham, Christy Lyons, Theresa Coogan, Bennie Eyemaro, Elaine Buckowiecki, Robert MacMillan, Pam Russell, Tom Brady, Mary Shorey, Nancy Witherell, Marcia Anderson, Barbara Bautz, Michael Kocet, Lynne Yeamans, Anne Hird, Suzanne Miller, Edward Braun, Sydné Martins

Anna Bradfield and Vickie Bacon hosted the discussion. 

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the work of the New Schools Committee and to get input from SEAS faculty regarding the possibility of current departments or programs moving into a new school.   The reports of the New Schools Committee was presented briefly and faculty were directed to review the documents on the Institutional Advancement website. 

Anna and Vickie will report the information gained at this meeting to the committee.   Marcia Anderson disseminated a document entitled “Rationale for a School of Health Professions”.  Marcia suggested there should be more opportunity for discussion by reserving a room and just inviting other programs to participate in an open forum. There was concern that a report deadline of Dec. 15th was being met without input from other programs but the deadline was cancelled and yet to be determined.

Edward Braun or Joe Huber expressed concern that we seek information from other  campuses to determine what departmental alignments were currently being used.  Anna shared that after an intense search they were unable to find any consistent models; that it was an alignment of faculty which had occurred.  

Louise Graham reported that the Counseling Ed department has not been invited to any discourse and feels all ideas/discussions have been from the top down. Secondary Education had not been approached either.

Anna informed the group that when the Committee looking at a new school of Human Services (or Professional Programs) met during the last academic year that John Callichia did serve on the committee.  However, with the current, more inclusive committee, no decisions have been made and it would be a while before that occurred.

Suzanne Miller expressed concern that if a Health Science department was created we have no affiliations with a local hospital. Her recommendation is that there needs to be medical facility to assist with graduate and doctoral studies.Marcia shared there is a partnership with Morton, Brockton and South Shore hospitals, as well as Health and Counseling Services on campus.

Michael Kocet questioned whether undergraduate and graduate programs would be combined. If so, all departments should meet to determine commonalties and create a sound purpose for doing so.

Vickie suggested inviting departmental faculty to a conversation and gathering substantially feedback. She feels a new school is feasible despite the success of college attaining university status. Anna agreed to take the feedback to Nancy Kleniewski.

Tom Brady expressed concern over physical space and locality as issues; there is a feeling of isolation with some programs located in Tinsley and out of the mainstream.

ob MacMillan was  concerned with departments being moved to another umbrella and what will be lost; who will be at a disadvantage in terms of collaboration among faculty, departments, etc.

Steve Nelson welcomes a Health Profession department and would still recommend that MAHPLES work together as a group, remain in SEAS and maintain course integration as they have a good history which drives their decision making.

· Final outcomes –
· Community –wide meetings with non-administration personnel will be conducted
· Programs will convene and get feedback to Anna (Spring 2008)
· Anna and Vickie will report back to the SEAS group about the outcomes from the New Schools Committee

 

