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Dear Reader:  

It is my pleasure to present to you the 2008-09 Bridgewater State College Factbook. This 
document is designed to provide a profile of the campus and its students, faculty, and staff.  The 
Factbook contains frequently requested institutional data and, in many cases, trend data over a 5-
year period. 

I would like to extend my thanks to the staff of the Office of Institutional Research and 
Assessment for their outstanding effort in preparing this report.  Many offices and individuals 
contributed information for the Factbook and their assistance is much appreciated.   

The 2008-09 Factbook is also available online at www.bridgew.edu/depts/ir. If you need 
additional information about Bridgewater State College that is not included in this report, please 
contact the Office of Institutional Research and Assessment.  

I hope you will find this helpful and informative and, as always, I welcome your comments. 

Sincerely, 

Dana Mohler-Faria 
President 
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FACTBOOK SUMMARY 

FALL 2008 

         
         
Total Headcount  10,269  Graduation and Retention Rates  
Male 3,863 ► 38%  4-year Graduation Rate (2002 Cohort) 22% 
Female 6,406 ► 62%  6-year Graduation Rate (2002 Cohort) 51% 
Full-time 7,506 ► 73%  Freshman/Sophomore Retention (2007 Cohort) 80% 
Part-time 2,763 ► 27%  Sophomore/Junior Retention (2006 Cohort) 89% 
Students of color 912 ► 9%      
International 118 ► 1%  Declared Majors by School   
FTE 8,119.92    Arts & Sciences 5,653 ► 55% 
     Education & Allied Studies 2,868 ► 28% 
Undergraduate Headcount  8,497  Business 1,689 ► 16% 
Male 3,415 ► 40%      
Female 5,082 ► 60%  Degrees Awarded 2007-2008  2,004 
Full-time 7,145 ► 84%  Bachelor’s degrees 1,413 ► 70% 
Part-time 1,352 ► 16%  Post-Baccalaureate certificates 101 ► 5% 
Students of color 846 ► 10%  Master’s degrees 413 ► 21% 
International 91 ► 1%  Post-Master’s certificates/CAGS 75 ► 4% 
FTE 7,324.33    Undergraduate/Graduate certificates 2 ► < 1% 
         
     Full-time Faculty   306 
Graduate Headcount   1,772  Male 159 ► 52% 
Male 448 ► 25%  Female 147 ► 48% 
Female 1,324 ► 75%  Faculty of color 35 ► 11% 
Full-time 361 ► 20%  Tenured (of tenure-track faculty) 198 ► 68% 
Part-time 1,411 ► 80%  With terminal degrees 275 ► 90% 
Students of color 66 ► 4%      
International 27 ►  1%  Student/Faculty Ratio   18.6:1 
FTE 795.58        
     Full-time undergraduates living on campus  36% 
First-time Freshmen  1,502      
Male 564 ► 38%  Class Distribution of Undergraduates   
Female 938 ► 62%  Freshmen 1,930 ► 23% 
Students of color 169 ► 11%  Sophomores 2,019 ► 24% 
Full-time 1,464 ► 97%  Juniors 2,074 ► 24% 
     Seniors 2,287 ► 27% 
Transfers   845  Unclassified undergraduates 187 ► 2% 
Male 318 ► 38%      
Female 527 ► 62%  Cost of Attendance 2008-2009    
Students of color 87 ► 10%  In-State Undergraduate    
     Tuition $910   
Geographic Origin of Undergraduate Students  Fees $5,327   
Massachusetts 8,010 ► 94%  Room and Board $6,852   
Other New England 218 ► 3%      
Other U.S. 91 ► 1%  Out-of-State Undergraduate    
International 91 ► 1%  Tuition $7,050   
Unknown 87 ► 1%  Fees $5,327   
  Room and Board $6,852   
Geographic Origin of Graduate Students   

 
 
 

Massachusetts 1,640 ► 93%  
Other New England 38 ► 2%  
Other U.S. 6 ► < 1%  
International 27 ► 2%  
Unknown 61 ► 3%  

 
 



BRIDGEWATER STATE COLLEGE • FACTBOOK 2008-09   1 

 
 

         



BRIDGEWATER STATE COLLEGE • FACTBOOK 2008-09  2   

MISSION OF THE COLLEGE   ACCREDITATIONS AND CERTIFICATIONS 

 
     As the comprehensive public college of 
Southeastern Massachusetts, Bridgewater State 
College has a responsibility to educate the residents 
of Southeastern Massachusetts and the 
commonwealth, and to use its intellectual, scientific 
and technological resources to support and advance 
the economic and cultural life of the region and the 
state. 
     While maintaining its historic focus on the 
preparation of teachers, Bridgewater provides a 
broad range of baccalaureate degree programs 
through its School of Arts and Sciences, its School 
of Education and Allied Studies, and its School of 
Business. At the graduate level, the college offers 
the Master of Arts and Master of Science in select 
disciplines, as well as the Master of Arts in 
Teaching, the Master of Education, the Master of 
Public Administration, the Master of Science in 
Management and the Master of Social Work. In 
addition, Bridgewater State College prepares 
current and future educators for post baccalaureate 
and post master’s licensure.  
     Through the extensive information technology 
and distance education resources available at 
Bridgewater State College, including the unique 
John Joseph Moakley Center for Technological 
Applications, the college has made technology an 
integral component of teaching and learning on 
campus, and seeks to become the regional center 
for the enhancement of teaching through technology 
for PreK-12 teachers and college faculty. 
     The college’s growing number of innovative 
academic programs helps to ensure that 
Bridgewater State College students are prepared to 
think critically, communicate effectively and act 
responsibly within the context of personal and 
professional ethics. For example, BSC’s Academic 
Achievement Center, and particularly its first-year 
advising program, is often cited as a model for other 
institutions to follow. At the same time, the Adrian 
Tinsley Program for Undergraduate Research 
represents unparalleled opportunity for students to 
work closely with faculty mentors and to present 
research and creative work at regional and national 
conferences. 
     Bridgewater State College benefits greatly from 
Connect, its regional partnership with other public 
higher education institutions in the region – the 
University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth, 
Massasoit Community College, Bristol Community 
College and Cape Cod Community College. 
Connect functions as a vehicle for coordinating the 
academic, administrative and development activities 
of public higher education in Southeastern 
Massachusetts, and introduces shared activities and 
programs among member institutions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bridgewater State College is accredited by the 
New England Association of Schools and 
Colleges (NEASC), through its commission on 
Institutions of Higher Education. 
 
Other accreditations and certifications include: 

 
� American Chemical Society (ACS) 

 
� Commission on the Accreditation of 

Allied Health Education Programs 
(CAAHEP) 
 

� Commission on Accreditation of Athletic 
Training Education (CAATE) 
 

� Council for Accreditation of Counseling 
and Related Educational Programs 
(CACREP) 

 
� Council on Social Work Education 

(CSWE) 
 

� Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
 

� International Assembly for Collegiate 
Business Education (IACBE) 

 
� Interstate Certification Compact (ICC) 

 
� National Association of Schools of 

Music (NASM) 
 

� National Council for the Accreditation of 
Teacher Education (NCATE) 
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HISTORY OF THE COLLEGE   
 
     Founded by American public education 
pioneer Horace Mann in 1840, Bridgewater 
State College has grown from its first home – a 
single room in the basement of Bridgewater 
Town Hall in 1840 – to become the largest of 
the nine Massachusetts State Colleges and the 
fourth largest of the 29 public colleges and 
universities in the commonwealth. 
     More than 10,000 full-time and part-time 
undergraduate and graduate students are 
enrolled at the college; the full-time faculty 
numbers 306, representing a net gain of 54 
since fall 2002; and more than 90 
undergraduate and graduate programs are 
offered by the college’s four schools (School of 
Arts and Sciences, School of Education and 
Allied Studies, School of Business and School 
of Graduate Studies). The 270-acre campus is 
home to 38 academic, administrative and 
residential buildings.  
     Alumni and friends have raised more than 
$18 million to support faculty and student 
research, a myriad of undergraduate and 
graduate scholarships, international study 
opportunities and award-winning publications.  
These private investments complement growing 
levels of public support for the institution.  
     In recent years, the college and the 
commonwealth have committed nearly $3 
million for classroom upgrades, $7 million for an 
extensive library renovation, $38 million for a 
new residence hall and a top-to-bottom 
renovation and expansion of two residence 
halls. Over the next several years, the college 
will construct a $100-million science facility. 
     Vital to the long-term success of the 
institution is its recognition throughout the state 
and nation as an educational leader in the use 
of technology to improve teaching and learning. 
The first step in that direction took place in 
1992, when Bridgewater State College secured 
a $10-million federal grant to build what has 
become the John Joseph Moakley Center for 
Technological Applications.  
     Today, all incoming students are required to 
carry and use notebook computers.  For two 
consecutive years, Yahoo! Internet Life 
magazine named Bridgewater State College 
among the “100 Most-Wired Universities and 
Colleges in America,” and the college earned 
the number six spot on Intel Corporation’s “Most 
Unwired College Campuses Survey” in 2005. 
     Together, these developments have 
combined to strengthen the college’s academic 
mission and expand its public service role. They 
were built on a series of initiatives that trace  

   
back to 1960, a watershed year in the life of the 
college when a full-scale transition from an 
exclusively teacher-training institution to a 
comprehensive liberal arts college began.         
     Until that time, the college had been 
relatively small – approximately 500 students – 
but enjoyed a national and international 
reputation for excellence in teacher preparation.  
The preparation of the next generation of quality 
teachers remains a top priority for Bridgewater 
State College, as evidenced by the institution’s 
celebration of 50 years of accreditation by the 
National Council for the Accreditation of 
Teacher Education.  
     During its time as a normal school, countless 
faculty and administrators nurtured the school 
carefully, despite varying degrees of support 
from the state, and overcame a host of difficult 
and sometimes dire situations, including a 
disastrous fire in 1924 that destroyed several of 
the few buildings that existed on the campus at 
that time.  
     While the college’s earliest years were times 
of great challenge, the efforts never flagged to 
continue strengthening the curriculum, and each 
succeeding generation left Bridgewater stronger 
than the generation that went before. The 
thriving and dynamic institution we see today is 
the best evidence of the success of that 
enduring commitment.  
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ADMINISTRATION 
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Massachusetts Board of Higher Education 
August 2009 

 
Charles F. Desmond, Ed.D., Chairman 

Mary-Elizabeth Beach, Ed.D. 

Mario Borunda, Ed.D. 

Jeanne-Marie Boylan, Community College Representative 

James Coyle 

C. Bernard Fulp 

Nancy Harrington, Ed.D. 

Nancy Hoffman, Ph.D. 

Kate Quigley, State College Student Representative 

Paul Reville, Ex Officio 

Louis Ricciardi, State College Representative 

Henry Thomas III, University of Massachusetts Representative 

Bridgewater State College Board of Trustees 
August 2009 

 

Louis M. Ricciardi, Chairman 

Matthew P. Keswick, Vice Chairman 

Terry Hart Cogan, Secretary 

Dane Bedward 

Vanessa Brito 

Peter Chase 

Elissa Flynn-Poppey, Esq. 

Michael Howard, Student Trustee 

Richard Lucier 

Jennifer Nassour, Esq. 

Susan Szachowicz 
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President’s Division 
August 2009 

 

President Dana Mohler-Faria 

Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 
 

Howard London 

Vice President for Administration and Finance 
 

Miguel Gomes, Jr. 

Vice President for External Affairs Edward Minnock 

Vice President for Institutional Advancement Molly Fannon Williams 

Vice President for Student Affairs David Ostroth 

Chief Information Officer Patrick Cronin 

Assistant Vice President for Human Resources Keri Powers 

Chief of Staff 
 

Bryan Baldwin 

Executive Assistant to the President Brenda Molife 
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President's Division 
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Board of Trustees

President

Provost & Vice 
President for 

Academic Affairs

Vice President for 
Administration & 

Finance

Vice President for 
External Affairs

Vice President for 
Institutional 

Advancement

Vice President for 
Student Affairs

Chief Information 
Officer

Assistant Vice 
President for 

Human Resources

Executive Assistant 
to the President

Office of 
Institutional 

Diversity

Office of Affirmative 
Action & Minority 

Affairs

Chief of Staff

Office of 
Institutional 

Communications
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Academic Affairs Division 
August 2009 

 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs Howard London 

Associate Provost Andrew Harris 

Associate Vice President for Enrollment Services Heather Smith 

Acting Dean of the School of Arts and Sciences Rita Miller 

Dean of the School of Education and Allied Studies Anna Bradfield 
 

Dean of the School of Business Catherine Morgan 

Dean of the School of Graduate Studies William Smith 

Acting Associate Dean of the School of Arts and Sciences Evelyn Pezzulich 

Associate Dean of Aviation Frank Sargent 

Assistant Dean of the School of Education and Allied Studies Mary Ann McKinnon 

Assistant Dean of the School of Graduate Studies Raymond Guillette 

Director of Academic Achievement Center Peggy Smith 
 

Director of Admissions Gregg Meyer 

Director of Financial Aid Janet Gumbris 

Director of Graduate School Services and Off-Campus Programs Patricia Hennessey 

Director of Grants and Sponsored Projects Kathleen Kirby 

Director of Institutional Research and Assessment Michael Young 

Director of Library Services Michael Somers 

Director of Teaching and Learning Ann Brunjes 

Director of Undergraduate Research Lee Torda 

Registrar Irene Checkovich 
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Academic Affairs Division 
August 2009 

 

Provost & Vice President 
for Academic Affairs

Associate Provost

Director of Teaching & 
Learning

Director of 
Undergraduate 

Research

Associate Vice President 
for Enrollment Services

Director of Admissions

Director of Financial 
Aid

Registrar

Director of Academic 
Achievement Center

Acting Dean of the 
School of Arts & 

Sciences

Acting Associate Dean of 
the School of Arts & 

Sciences

Dean of the School of 
Education & Allied 

Studies

Assistant Dean of the 
School of Education & 

Allied Studies

Dean of the School of 
Business

Associate Dean of 
Aviation

Dean of the School of 
Graduate Studies

Assistant Dean of the 
School of Graduate 

Studies

Director of Graduate 
School Services & Off-

Campus Programs

Director of Library 
Services

Director of 
Institutional 

Research & 

Assessment

Director of 
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Academic Department Chairpersons 
August 2009 

 
School of Arts and Sciences 
 
   Anthropology Curtiss Hoffman, Acting Chairperson 

   Art Beatrice St. Laurent 

   Biological Sciences Donald Padgett 

   Chemical Sciences Cielito (Tammy) King 

   Communication Studies Jabbar Al-Obaidi 

   Criminal Justice Carolyn Petrosino 

   Earth Sciences Michael Krol 

   English John Kucich  

   Foreign Languages Leora Lev, Acting Chairperson 

   Geography Robert Hellstrom 

   History Leonid Heretz 

   Mathematics and Computer Science Uma Shama 

   Music Salil Sachdev 

   Philosophy Aeon Skoble 

   Physics Martina Arndt 

   Political Science George Serra 

   Psychology Jonathan Holmes 

   Social Work Arnaa Alcon, Acting Chairperson 

   Sociology Patricia Fanning 

   Theater and Dance James Quinn 

 



 

BRIDGEWATER STATE COLLEGE • FACTBOOK 2008-09  13  

School of Education and Allied Studies 
 

   Counselor Education Ruth Hannon, Acting Chairperson 

   Elementary and Early Childhood Education Nancy Witherell 

   Movement Arts, Health Promotion and  
   Leisure Studies 
 
 

Sam Baumgarten 
 

   Secondary Education and Professional Programs Lynne Yeamans 
 

   Special Education and Communication Disorders Robert MacMillan 

  

School of Business 
 

   Accounting and Finance Kathleen Sevigny, Acting Chairperson 

   Aviation Science Michael Farley 

   Economics Margaret Brooks 

   Management Peter Sietins, Acting Chairperson 
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Administration and Finance Division 
August 2009 

  

Vice President for Administration and Finance Miguel Gomes, Jr.  

Assistant Vice President for Facilities 
Management and Planning 

Karen Jason 

Associate Vice President for Fiscal Affairs/Controller Darlene Costa-Brown 

Director of Administrative Support Services Margarida Vieira 

Director of Central Receiving and Inventory Management Scott Enos 

Director of Physical Plant Keith Macdonald 

Environmental Health and Safety Officer Patricia Delaney 

Budget Director Stephanie Ryan 

Associate Controller Joan Mulrooney 

Coordinator, Institutional Travel Gregory DeMelo 
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Administration and Finance Division 
August 2009 

 
 

Vice President

Associate Vice President for 
Fiscal Affairs/Controller

Budget Director

Associate Controller

Assistant Vice President for 
Facilities Management & 

Planning

Director of Physical Plant

Environmental Health & 
Safety Officer

Director of Administrative 
Support Services

Director of Central 
Receiving & Inventory 

Management

Coordinator, Institutional 
Travel
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External Affairs Division 
August 2009 

 
Vice President Edward Minnock 

Assistant to the Vice President and Director of  Administration 
 

Mary Delgado 

Director of Academic Support for College Life Kathryn Moorehead 

Director of College and Community Partnerships Susan McCombe 

Director of Continuing and Distance Education Mary Fuller 

Director of Study Abroad Programs Susan Rachouh 

Director of Regional Outreach Diana Jennings 

Associate Director, Continuing and Distance Education 
 

Darlene Marks 

Associate Director, Marketing for Continuing & Distance 
Education 

George (Skip) Darmody 

Assistant Director, International Programs Rosamaria Carlozzi 

Budget Manager Lisa Doucette 

Coordinator, Government Relations Sasha Link 

Coordinator, Professional Development Programs Jennifer Stephenson 

Coordinator, International Relations Harold Travares 

Coordinator, K-12 Relations Peter Cannone 

Program Manager, Brockton Mentoring Program Kenny Monteiro 
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Budget Manager
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Information Technology Division 
August 2009 

 
Chief Information Officer Patrick Cronin 

Deputy Chief Information Officer Chandragupta Gudena 

Associate Vice President for Information Technology 
 

Thomas Groh 

Director of Administrative Systems David Doherty 

Director of Networking David DeLutis 

Director of Media Services Lisa Grosshart 

Director of Systems Tom McGrath 

Director of Computing Support Services Eric LePage 

Director of TV Studio Arthur Slotnick 

Director of Web Services Eileen O’Sullivan 

Assistant Director of Administrative Systems Timothy Campbell 

Assistant Director of Computing Services Patricia Jones 

Assistant Director of Computing Services Ritesh Chandra 

Assistant Director of Conference and Event Support Janine Boutin 

Assistant Director of Systems Paulo Fontes 

Assistant Director of Teaching and Technology Center Reid Kimball 
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August 2009 
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Director of Prospect Research and Management Timothy Conley 
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Director of Foundation Administration Lisa Nocera 

Senior Development Officer Todd Audyatis 

Senior Development Officer Vacant 

Assistant Director for Donor Relations and Stewardship Lori Benson 
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Assistant Director for Alumni Relations Christine Regan 
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Student Affairs Division 
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Vice President for Student Affairs David Ostroth 

Associate Vice President Catherine Holbrook 

Assistant Vice President  
 

Tony Esposito 

Assistant Vice President 
 

Brian Salvaggio 

Chief of BSC Police David Tillinghast 

Senior Director of Health Services and Counseling Center 
 

Mary Lou Frias 

Director of Athletics and Recreation John Harper 

Director of Campus Center Ed Cabellon 

Director of Career Services John Paganelli 

Director of Center for Multicultural Affairs 
 

Andrea Garr-Barnes 

Director of Children’s Center Nancy Clark 

Director of Clinical Services Cynthia Calderon 

Director of Community Service Diane Bell 

Director of Conference and Event Services Daniel McHugh 

Director of Counseling Services TBA 

Director of Residence Life and Housing Beth Moriarty 

Director of Student Involvement and Leadership Cindy Kane 
 

Coordinator, GBLTA Pride Center Lisa Forest 

Coordinator, Special Events Gael DeIuliis 
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ADMISSIONS 

 
 
 
Total First-time Freshmen  1,502  Total Transfers   845 
        
Selectivity 4,505 ► 62%  Selectivity 1,344 ► 91% 
Yield 1,502 ► 33%  Yield 845 ► 63% 
         
By Gender     By Gender  ►  
Male 564 ► 38%  Male 318 ► 38% 
Female 938 ► 62%  Female 527 ► 62% 
         
By Race/Ethnicity     By Race/Ethnicity    
Students of color 169 ► 11%  Students of color 87 ► 10% 
International 0 ► 0%  International 0 ► 0% 
         
By Residence     By Status    
In-State 1,439 ► 96%  Full-time 708 ► 84% 
     Part-time 137 ► 16% 
By Status         
Full-time 1,464 ► 97%      
Part-time 38 ► 3%      
         
Average SAT Scores         
Math  ► 515      
Verbal  ► 509      
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Freshman Admissions 
Fall 2004 – 2008 

 

 
 
 
 

In Fall 2008, BSC accepted 6 of every 10 students who applied.  Of those who were accepted, 1 out of 
every 3 chose to enroll at Bridgewater.  Since Fall 2004, the number of first-time freshmen enrolled has 
increased by 14 percent. 
 

    
  Note: Selectivity = # accepted/# applied, Yield = # enrolled/# accepted 
 

 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Applied 5570 5480 6533 6490 7229 

Accepted 4251 4392 4641 4507 4505 

Enrolled 1317 1343 1361 1584 1502 

      

Selectivity 76% 80% 71% 69% 62% 

Yield 31% 31% 29% 35% 33% 
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Students of Color Admissions 
Fall 2004 – 2008 

 

 
Since Fall 2004, the number of freshman students of color enrolled has increased by 31 percent. 

 

 
Notes:   
Selectivity = # accepted/# applied; Yield = # enrolled/# accepted 
Figures do not include international students. 

 
 

 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Applied 578 624 808 852 1116 

Accepted 404 443 555 560 604 

Enrolled 129 145 163 173 169 

      

Selectivity 70% 71% 69% 66% 54% 

Yield 32% 33% 29% 31% 28% 
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Profile of First-Time Freshmen 
Fall 2008 

 
 

   

37.6%

62.5%

Male Female

 

   

Gender Frequency Percent 

Male 564 37.5% 
Female 938 62.5% 
   
   
   
   
   

    
   

0.0%
4.4%

11.3%

84.4%

Minority White International Unknown

 

Ethnicity Frequency Percent 

Native American 5 0.3% 
Asian 25 1.7% 
Black 90 6.0% 
Hispanic 49 3.3% 
White 1267 84.4% 
International 0 0.0% 
Unknown 66 4.4% 
   
   

    
   

80.5%

19.6%

18 and younger 19 and older

 

Age Frequency Percent 

16-17 57 3.8% 
18 1152 76.7% 
19 258 17.2% 
20 12 0.8% 
21-25 18 1.2% 
26-30 1 0.1% 
31+ 4 0.3% 
   
   

    
   

95.8%

4.2%

In-State Out-of-State

 

Residence Frequency Percent 

Massachusetts 1439 95.8% 
Other New England 43 2.9% 
Other United States 16 1.1% 
International 0 0.0% 
Unknown 4 0.3% 
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Distribution of SAT Scores of First-Time Freshmen 
Fall 2008 

 
Mean Score (Math):  515 Middle 50% (Math):  470-560 

Mean Score (Verbal):  509 Middle 50% (Verbal):  450-560 

 
Math SAT Scores 
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Verbal SAT Scores 
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SAT Comparison:  BSC/MA/US 
Fall 2004 – 2008 

 
For the past five years, average SAT scores at BSC have been comparable to national averages and 
slightly lower than state averages. 

 
 

Average Math Scores 
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Average Verbal Scores 
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SAT Scores:  Comparisons by Gender 

Fall 2004 – 2008 

 
For 2008, on average, men scored 39 points higher than women on the Math test.  The difference is less 
pronounced for the SAT Verbal test scores. 

 
Average Math SAT Scores 

 
 

Average Verbal SAT Scores 
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Transfer Admissions 
Fall 2004 – 2008 

 
 
 
 

BSC accepts 9 out of every 10 transfer students who apply.  Of those who are accepted, 2 out of every 3 
choose to enroll at Bridgewater.  Since 2004, the number of transfer students enrolled has increased by 9 
percent. 

 

 
Note:  Selectivity = # accepted/# applied; Yield = # enrolled/# accepted 

 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Applied 1294 1254 1399 1433 1478 

Accepted 1199 1163 1293 1296 1344 

Enrolled 778 704 765 793 845 

      

Selectivity 93% 93% 92% 90% 91% 

Yield 65% 61% 59% 61% 63% 
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Profile of Transfer Students 
Fall 2008 

   

37.6%

62.4%

Male Female

 

   

Gender Frequency Percent 

Male 318 37.6% 
Female 527 62.4% 
   
   
   
   
   

    
   

0.0%

10.5%
10.3%

79.2%

Minority White International Unknown

 

Ethnicity Frequency Percent 

Native American 2 0.2% 
Asian 16 1.9% 
Black 58 6.9% 
Hispanic 11 1.3% 
White 669 79.2% 
International 0 0.0% 
Unknown 89 10.5% 
   
   
    
   

71.1%

28.9%

18-22 23+

 

Age Frequency Percent 

18-20 383 45.3% 
21-22 218 25.8% 
23-25 102 12.1% 
26-30 64 7.6% 
31+ 78 9.2% 
   
   
   

    
   

74.3%

25.7%

1 school 2+ schools

 

Entering with credit 
from: 

Frequency Percent 

1 school 628 74.3% 
2 schools 174 20.6% 
3 schools 40 4.7% 
4 schools 3 0.4% 
5 schools 0 0.0% 
   
   

    
   

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

MA Comm

College

MA State

College

Umass

Entering with credit 
from at least one: 

Frequency Percent 

MA Community 
College 

408 48.3% 

MA State College 91 10.8% 
UMass 71 8.4% 
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Profile of First-Time Full-Time Freshmen 

BSC Students and National Peers, Fall 2008 
Based on Results of the CIRP (American Freshman) Survey 

 

 
 

For the past seventeen years, Bridgewater State College has participated in the study of new college 
students sponsored by the Cooperative Institutional Research Program (CIRP) at UCLA’s Higher Education 
Research Institute (HERI).  Begun in 1966, CIRP is a longitudinal study that forms the basis of the 
American Freshman series of books.  For the Fall 2008 study, 240,580 students from 340 colleges and 
universities participated.  At Bridgewater State College, 1,490 first-time, full-time freshmen completed the 
CIRP survey during their freshmen orientation session the summer prior to starting school. 
 
The Fall 2008 results of the CIRP survey are reported on the next several pages.  Results are reported for 
Bridgewater students and their "national peers" -- students attending other public, medium selectivity four-
year colleges.  In Fall 2008 Bridgewater's peer group was comprised of 9,341 students from 10 institutions.  
Comparisons are made between Bridgewater students and their national peers; when relevant, trends over 
time and gender differences are also reported. 
 
 
The CIRP results are reported in three broad categories: 
 

Background Characteristics and Academic Preparation 
Background Characteristics 
High School Grades 
Students' Self-assessments of Academic Abilities 

 
Activities and Opinions 

Use of Time in an Average Week 
Previous Year's Activities 
Political and Social Opinions 
 

Attitudes and Expectations about College 
Top Reasons for Attending College 
Reasons for Selecting College of Choice 
Degree Aspirations and Career Plans 
Concern about Financing College 
Sources of Financial Support for College 
Expected College Activities 
Life Objectives 
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Background Characteristics of BSC First-time Freshmen and National Peers 
Fall 2008 

 
There are both similarities and differences between BSC freshmen and their national peers with regard to 
background characteristics.  Both are equally likely to be 19 or older, to have graduated from high school in 
2008, and to be U.S. citizens.  BSC freshmen are more likely than their peers to live nearby the college, to 
be Catholic, and to have parents whose education is high school graduate or less.  Their political views are 
less likely to be conservative and more likely to be moderate. 

 
 

 
Figures represent percentages of students reporting each characteristic. Items in bold are those for which 
Bridgewater's percentages differ from the national figures.  In these reports, two groups were said to "differ" 
if their scores on an item differed by at least 7 percentage points.   

Personal Characteristics BSC National 

    Gender   
        Female 63.4 63.7 
        Male 36.6 36.3 
   
    Age:  19 or older 27.9 27.1 
        Women 23.6 23.5 
        Men 35.1 31.5 
   
    White/Caucasian 90.9 82.9 
   
    Native English speaker 95.3 96.1 
   
    Citizenship:  U.S. 98.5 98.5 
   
    Year of high school graduation:  2008 98.5 97.4 
   
    Type of high school graduated from   
        Public 92.3 91.1 
        Private 7.5 8.3 
        Home School 0.3 1.6 
   
Family Characteristics   

    Father's education:  HS grad or less 42.6 34.0 
   
    Mother's education:  HS grad or less 35.2 27.9 
   
    Parents divorced 30.3 29.6 
   
    Parents' income:  less than $50,000 32.6 32.6 
   
    Parents' income:  greater than $100,000 23.8 29.2 
   
    Miles from college to home:  100+  miles 6.3 33.6 
   
Religious and political orientation   

    Catholic 38.7 18.0 
   
    Political Orientation   
        Conservative 12.0 20.6 
        Moderate 56.5 48.0 
        Liberal 28.3 27.0 
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High School Grades Reported by BSC First-time Freshmen and National Peers 
Fall 2008 

 
BSC freshmen are much less likely than their national peers to report having an A/A- high school grade 
point average.  Thirty-three percent of students in the national group report an A/A- average compared with 
only 17 percent BSC students. 
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Students' Self-Perceptions of Academic Abilities, 2002 - 2008 
 

The following three graphs display trends in the percentage of BSC freshmen and their national peers who 
rate themselves as above average or in the top 10 percent in the areas of academic ability, intellectual self-
confidence, and drive to achieve.   

 
Academic ability:  In the national group, men always give themselves higher ratings than women by about 
6 percentage points.  Compared to their peers, a smaller proportion of BSC freshmen rate themselves as 
having high academic ability.  The gender gap in the BSC group is larger than that in the national group.   
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Students' Self-Perceptions of Academic Abilities, 2002 - 2008 (continued) 
 

Intellectual self-confidence:  In both the national and BSC groups, men rate themselves higher than 
women, but the gender gap in the BSC group tends to be larger than in the national group.  Compared to 
their peers, both BSC women and BSC men give themselves lower ratings; the gap is somewhat narrower 
among men. 
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Drive to achieve:  In the national group, men and women remain comparable over time, though the 
gender gap has widened.  BSC freshmen have tended to rate themselves lower than the national group on 
this ability. 
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Self-Assessments of BSC First-time Freshmen and National Peers 
Fall 2008 

 
BSC freshmen give themselves lower ratings than their national peers on most items.  The largest 
differences come in the areas of spirituality, intellectual self-confidence, and emotional health. 
 

 
 

BSC National 

Academic ability 52.9 60.2 

Artistic ability 25.7 29.6 

Computer skills 31.8 36.5 

Cooperativeness 75.3 73.2 

Creativity 53.4 55.9 

Drive to achieve 59.9 68.8 

Emotional health 37.8 49.1 

Leadership ability 52.7 56.7 

Mathematical ability 31.5 36.1 

Physical health 45.6 50.6 

Popularity 33.6 36.3 

Public speaking ability 29.4 34.4 

Self-confidence (intellectual) 42.2 53.9 

Self-confidence (social) 41.0 49.7 

Self-understanding 47.2 54.1 

Spirituality 23.5 39.5 

Understanding of others 69.9 67.2 

Writing ability 42.7 41.2 

 
Table reports the percentage of students in each group that rate themselves as "above average" or "in the 
highest 10%."  Items in bold are those for which Bridgewater's percentages differ from the national figures. 
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Gender Differences in Self-Assessments of BSC First-time Freshmen 
Fall 2008 

 
BSC women are less likely than their male counterparts to give themselves high ratings on many items.  
The largest differences come in the areas of physical health, intellectual self-confidence, social self-
confidence, and self-understanding. 
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Activity/hours per week during the last year of High School 
Fall 2008 

 
For the most part, BSC freshmen spend about the same amount of time on educational, social and leisure 
activities as their national peers.  However, BSC freshmen are more likely than their peers to spend more 
time working for pay.  About half of each group report spending 6 or more hours per week exercising while 
only about a quarter of each group report spending less than 1 hour reading for pleasure.   
 

Educational Activities BSC National 

    Doing homework: less than 1 hour 16.0 14.3 

        Women 13.5 11.4 

        Men 20.5 18.0 

    Reading for pleasure: less than 1 hour 24.0 22.8 

   

Work/Service Activities   

    Working for pay:   

        None 13.2 25.4 

        11 or more hours 65.3 49.8 

    Doing volunteer work:  0 hours 36.6 32.1 

        Women 30.7 27.0 

        Men 46.9 38.5 

   

Social Activities   

    Partying: 6 or more hours 22.1 18.3 

        Women 18.9 15.2 

        Men 27.5 22.0 

    Socializing with friends:  20+ hours 20.0 16.9 

        Women 17.4 15.1 

        Men 24.5 19.3 

    Student clubs:  0 hours 43.1 36.8 

        Women 36.7 30.1 

        Men 54.4 45.0 

    Online social networks: 1 – 5 hours 48.9 46.5 

        Women 52.0 49.3 

        Men 43.4 43.1 

   

Leisure Activities   

    Video Games: 6 or more hours 12.2 12.8 

        Women 3.8 3.5 

        Men 27.0 24.3 

    Watching TV: 6 or more hours 29.3 26.9 

        Women 25.1 23.4 

        Men 36.7 31.4 

    Exercising/sports: 6 or more hours 50.3 48.2 

        Women 43.1 40.3 

        Men 62.6 57.8 

 
Figures represent percentages of students reporting each activity.  Activities in bold are those for which 
Bridgewater's percentages differ from the national figures. 
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Activities engaged in during the past year by BSC Freshmen & National Peers 
Fall 2008 

 
Similarities and differences emerge when comparing the high school activities of BSC freshmen and their 
national peers.  BSC freshmen are less likely to have tutored another student, played a musical instrument, 
attended a religious service, or discussed religion or politics.  However, they are more likely to have 
consumed alcohol. 
 

Educational Activities BSC National 
    Tutored another student 38.7 48.4 
    Studied with other students 83.5 84.6 
    Was guest in a teacher's home 14.8 20.9 
    Asked a teacher for advice* 21.6 27.2 
    Was bored in class* 44.4 43.0 
    Came late to class 61.6 62.6 
   
Social/Cultural Activities   
    Performed volunteer work 77.1 81.8 
    Played a musical instrument 32.1 41.8 
    Socialized with different ethnic group* 65.1 69.6 
    Performed community service as part of class 49.3 55.0 
   
Political/Religious Activities   
    Attended a religious service 64.5 75.1 
    Discussed religion* 20.5 32.3 
    Participated in political demonstrations 20.3 25.8 
    Discussed politics* 25.7 32.3 
    Worked on political campaign 6.1 9.1 
    Voted in a student election* 18.8 22.3 
   
Computer-related Activities   
    Used Internet for research/homework* 65.1 67.6 
    Used internet to read news sites   32.0 36.1 
    Used Internet to read blogs* 35.1 35.4 
   
"Negative" Activities   
    Drank beer 44.7 35.2 
    Drank wine or liquor 53.3 40.7 
    Smoked cigarettes* 6.1 5.7 
    Felt overwhelmed* 35.7 31.1 
    Felt depressed* 8.8 8.3 

 
*Percentage responding "frequently" only.  Other percentages reflect responses of "frequently" or 
"occasionally."  Items in bold are those for which Bridgewater's percentages differ from the national figures. 


