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Dr. Lydia Burak  

MAHPLS

Title: The Examination and Prediction of Illegal Payments for Health Care in Albania

Abstract: A World Bank (2000) study reported that 87% of its Albanian respondents recounted making illegal, under-the-table payments to hospital doctors in order to receive services.  The Albanian government is poised to undertake far-reaching health reform, including the consolidation of health care funding. In order for the reforms to succeed, policy makers need a better understanding of the beliefs and attitudes that affect the practice of under-the-table payments.  The purpose of the proposed study is to examine and predict intentions and behaviors regarding informal payments to Albanian health workers. The theory of planned behavior will provide the organizing framework for this survey research, which will examine respondents’ attitudes, subjective norms, perceived behavioral control, and beliefs regarding the practice of under-the-table health care payments.  The survey will be administered to a sample of residents of Tirana, Albania.  Results will be shared with policy makers, including the Albanian Civil Society Corruption Reduction Project.

Prof. Gregory Chaplin

English 

Title: British Poetry: 1603-1660, A Norton Critical Edition

Abstract:  This is a new anthology of seventeenth-century poetry for use in both undergraduate and graduate courses.  The volume will include substantial, annotated selections from over thirty seventeenth-century poets; a section devoted to textual notes; a selection of contemporary critical essays; and a detailed bibliography of relevant scholarship.  The volume will be approximately 960 pages and will include material from two older Norton anthologies, Ben Jonson and the Cavalier Poets and George Herbert and the Seventeenth-Century Religious Poets.  Within the next nine months, my co-editor John Rumrich and I must complete the manuscript: we need to finish updating the selections from the previous editions, editing poems of newly added poets, updating the textual apparatus, selecting critical essays, and assembling the bibliography.  The original due date for the manuscript was November 1, 2003, but we have obtained an extension until August 1, 2004.

Dr. Rob Hellstrom

Earth Science and Geography

Title: Quantifying Cloud & Wind Forcing of Snow during Rapid Atmospheric Warming Events

Abstract:  The cumulative effects of cloud and wind shear on the mass balance of terrestrial snow and ice is uncertain, partially due to a lack of ground truths over seasonal snow cover, mountain glaciers and ice sheets.  The overriding goal is to understand how cloud coverage affects and responds to rapid atmospheric warming events over seasonal and annual snow cover.  This project will demonstrate the potential for using cost-effective, low energy consumption sensors for measuring the temporal and spatial variability of surface winds, snow drifting and cloud cover at snowy locations.  Specific objectives include; 1) designing three electronic probes to measure cloud cover, wind and snow drifting, 2) calibrating probes using the existing wind tunnel and automatic weather tower at BSC, 3) field testing the probes at the Mt. Washington Observatory using a portable data logger, and 4) integrating the field measurements to improve a state-of-the-art snow model. 

Dr. Shaheen Mozaffar

Political Science

Title: The Role of Political Parties & Democratic Consolidation in South Africa 

Abstract:  To what extent do political parties in Africa’s emerging democracies possess the organizational structures and procedures that enhance their capacity and effectiveness in democratic governance and democratic consolidation?  To answer this question systematically, I will undertake a seven-week research trip to South Africa during which I will (a) collect data on the organizational structures and procedures of four major political parties in that country and (b) interview national and provincial party leaders to lay the groundwork for more intensive future research for a larger comparative project on political parties and democracy in Africa.  The specific objective of the proposed project is to help develop a dataset for systematic analysis of the role of political parties in democratic governance and democratic consolidation in Africa.  Its broader objective is to improve conceptually, theoretically and methodologically rigorous analysis and understanding of the role of political parties in fostering and sustaining successful democracies. 

Dr. Nancy Street

Communications/Theatre Arts

Title: Conceptual, Institutional and Physical Infrastructure: Understanding the Role of China’s Higher education in its “Second Cultural Revolution”

Abstract:  This research is a longitudinal study (20 years) of the evolution of higher education/curriculum in China’s urban and rural venues.  I will visit two universities, Southeastern University in Nanjing, Jiangsu Province (a city near Shanghai) and Shanxi Teacher’s University in Linfen, Shanxi Province.  I have taught at these universities in 1985, 1986, 1988, 1989, and 1997.  The first objective is to utilize data from my book on China (now out of print) to describe, analyze and compare Chinese higher education/curriculum from 1985 to 2005.  The second objective is to gather data on higher education/curriculum in situ from 1990 to the present, detailing the context of change, i.e., the “four modernizations” and globalization.  I will interview colleagues and students, as in the past.  This research will result in a prospectus consisting of: Table of Contents, Introduction and a sample chapter for submission to publishers.

Dr. Kathleen Vejvoda

English

Title: The Bronte’s and Victorian Religious Culture: Research and Pedagogy

Abstract:  I will be preparing two conference presentations and completing two chapters of a full-length study, Idolatry and the Victorian Novel, which explores the nineteenth-century British obsession with idolatry and its relation to marriage.  Chapter Five argues that the narrative’s reluctant acknowledgement of the inevitability of idolatrous desire accounts for the disturbing ending of Charlotte Bronte’s Villette (1853).  At the Northeast Victorian Studies Association Conference in April, I will give a paper on Villette and also present at the Pedagogy Roundtable on religion, discussing how teaching the concept of idolatry clarifies the complex Victorian religious context and illuminates key concerns of the marriage-plot novel.  Finally, a new chapter on novels by Emily and Anne Bronte will argue that Wuthering Height’s tremendous popularity can be partially attributed to the fact that it omits the question of God in its representation of Romantic love and fully imagines the consequences of unrestrained, idolatrous passion. 

