FACULTY LIBRARIAN RESEARCH GRANT

FIRST ROUND 
Fall 2004
Dr. Thomas Curley
English Department
Title:  Johnson on Truth Telling in Life and Literature: A book on Culture Wars in Imperial Great Britain

Abstract:  A combined Faculty Grant and Summer Stipend would fund two weeks of archival research in the British Isles (mid-May) and a month of scholarship (Summer Session II) at home and at Yale’s Beineke Library to the specific end of completing Chapters 1-4 in my book, National Culture Wars in Imperial Great Britain: Johnson, Ossian, and Literary Forgery for Penn State University Press. I am also invited to publish a major article of the subject next summer in The Age of Johnson: A scholarly Annual by the editor, Professor Paul J. Korshin.  My focus is Samuel Johnson’s debunking of the most successful forgery in literary history, namely James Macpherson’s fraudulent Ossian Poetry (1760-73).  Your grant will help me to elucidate the controversy, make public an unknown writing on Ossian by Johnson, and correct misleading modern scholarship about the forgery.
Dr. Patricia Fanning

Sociology and Criminal Justice Department
Title:  F. Holland Day: A Bibliography
Abstract: This grant will allow me to complete a biography of F. Holland Day (1864-1933). A bibliophile, publisher, and photographer, Day founded a publishing firm often compared to William Morris’s Kelmscott Press, his photographic portraits remain striking today, and his influence as a promoter of photography as a fine art rivaled that of Alfred Stieglitz.  Experts consider Day to be one of the most important photographic artists in history, one who remains influential in current photographic circles.  This grant would allow me to 1) visit the Library of Congress and examine the White Family Collection, a recent acquisition which has considerable bearing on Day’s later years, 2) hire a research assistant to compile contextual illustrations, transcribe interviews, and fact check, and 3) provide me with a summer stipend to complete the first draft of the biography.
Dr. Leora Lev

Foreign Language Department
Title:  21st Century Spain: Celluloid Visions, Transnational Remappings
Abstract:  I will travel to Spain to complete research for my book in progress and to prepare a lecture for the Second International Conference on Latin American and Iberian Cinema at the University of Hawaii in November 2005. I will reconsider the shifting topographical and symbolic contours of Madrid and Barcelona, two cities that have engaged in and performed a complex series of cultural, political, aesthetic, and linguistic oppositions to each other, and to their own past selves, both throughout history, and within the work of Hispanic artists that I analyze. I will attend the world-class film archives of Madrid and Barcelona and engage with Spanish film scholars, directors, and colleagues. This will ensure the currency of my book, which deals with the complex relationships between 21st-century Spain, Francoist Spain, and the legacy of Inquisitional culture as exemplified in Spanish cultural spectacles and analyzed by filmmakers and artists. 

Dr. Robert Lorenson
Art Department
Title: Jukebox Construction
Abstract:  The project that I want to undertake is to build a new work of sculpture that I have designed with the working title Jukebox. This work will be built from stainless steel and will be 12’ in total height.  This work will be shown as part of the Sarasota Season of Sculpture in Sarasota, Florida in November 2005.  While this new work is based in my earlier ring pieces, this particular one showcases the influence of the Art Deco movement as a new direction in my work.  Through this work I am working in a direction that is less minimalistic, more detailed and textural.

Dr.  Thomas Mickey

Communication Studies and Theatre Arts
Title:  Commercialization of Nature: The Picturesque Garden According to 19th Century Seedsman James Vick
Abstract:  This project, which is a continuation of earlier research at the Strong Museum in Rochester, NY, is a cultural history of late nineteenth century garden product promotion that coincided with advertising and media becoming increasingly important, the availability of the railroad, and the beginning of standardizing of products.  The goal is to understand how public relations material like garden mail order catalogs and a garden magazine chronicle the change in the view of the garden as an expression of a new middle class.  The focus will be on the picturesque view of gardening promoted by James Vick, a 19th century American seed manufacturer.  The landscape he proposed was to include an extensive lawn, a few trees, and a flowerbed.  The homeowner took pride in that type of garden and literally “bought into it”, because it was the American middle class view of gardening.
Dr. Nancy Street

Communication Studies and Theatre Arts
Title:  China: From the four Modernizations to Globalization through Higher Education

Abstract:  This research is a longitudinal study (20 years) of the evolution of higher education/curriculum in China’s urban and rural venues.  Begun in 1985 and continuing through the Spring of 2005, this phase of the research plan requires interviewing, data collection and review in Beijing, Linfen, Xi’an, Nanjing and Shanghai.  Writing has begun and will continue until January 2006.  Utilizing the data gathered through the nineties and especially in 2001, 2003, 2004 and 2005, in addition to the data generated in my first book (now in its 1st international edition, Idea Press), I will describe, analyze and compare the Chinese rural/urban higher education system and curriculum from 1985 to 2005 (see annotated Table of Contents).  Supporting this analysis is the importance of the “four modernizations” and China’s rapid rise as a “globalized” economic power.  The competed work will go to CART and the publisher in early 2006. 
