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Project Title:  “Is Playing with Water Playing with Fire?  An Ethnographic Study of Gendered Recreational Water use in Trinidad in an Age of “Scarcity” and Privatization”

Abstract:  I propose ethnographic study of four communities in Trinidad (Mt. D’Or, Toco, Jones Village and Caura) May-June 2007, 1) to examine gender ideologies as a key component in the decisions, practices, values and meanings associated with recreational water use; 2) to employ this data in an exploration of the nexus among local, national, and international water discourses around the notions of scarcity an privatization; and 3) to elaborate on the importance of ethnographic research in developing effective national water policy.  The study builds on preliminary ethnographic research I conducted in 2005, in association with the Centre for Gender and Development Studies (CGDS) at the University of West Indies (UWI).  As such it simultaneously represents one ethnographic component of a larger CGDS project aimed at transforming water policies of the Government of Trinidad and Tobago, and my own scholarly interests in studying the gender systems of the Anglophone Caribbean.

Dr. Arthur Lizie

Assistant Professor

Department of Communication Studies

Project Title:  “An American in Palermo:  the Development of a Film Treatment”

Abstract:  The penultimate step in the systematic development of a fiction-film screenplay is the writing of a treatment.  The treatment is a 20-page narrative version of the script that serves as both blueprint for the final script and marketing tool within the film industry.  In spite of the treatment’s importance, few examples are available for aspiring screenwriters.  The overall goal of this project is to develop An American in Palermo, a filmic parody of contemporary Anglo-American cultural travel narratives (e.g., Under the Tuscan Sun).  The thematic purposes of the script are the promotion of sustainable intercultural communication practices and the analysis of food’s role in cultural (mis)understanding.  The initial outcome of this project is a treatment that will be made available initially to my screenwriting students and, ultimately, in online and/or book form for pedagogical purposes.  The long-term goal is to transform the treatment into a complete 120-page script.
