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Project Title:  Facilitating Behavior Change: Evaluating A Protocol for Educating Athletic Trainers
Abstract:  Psychological theories of behavior change have been integrated into the core curricula in the US for health care practitioners (e.g., health educators, physical therapists, occupational therapists, and nutritionists).  Yet, athletic trainers whose sole focus is to prevent, assess, manage and rehabilitate sport related injuries for the physically active have no exposure to psychological theories of behavior change in their education programs.  The purpose of this research study is to access the effectiveness of the Decision Making Model (DMM) and training module for increasing athletic trainer’s ability and confidence to effectively facilitate healthy behavior change.  The proposed activities for this study include gathering evidenced-based data as to the usefulness of the Decision Making Model, identifying competences for effective behavior change for accredited athletic training education programs, developing best practice standards for teaching these competencies, and proposing inclusion of these best practice standards in the Board of Certification’s Role Delineation Study.
Dr. Erin O’Connor

Associate Professor

Department of History

Project Title:  Documenting Latin America:  Completing a History Text for Publication

Abstract:  One of the great challenges of teaching Latin American history in U.S. colleges is the paucity of primary-source documents available in translation for use in the classroom.  Particularly rare are sources that help students explore the significance of gender and race in the social and political history of Latin America.  I have a contract with Prentice Hall to co-author a two-volume documentary history text that addresses this problem.  I am primarily responsible for volume II, which focuses on race, gender, and nation in Latin America since Independence.  I am contributing two chapters based on my own research, constructing nine chapters based on documents already available in translation, editing other contributors’ chapters and writing introductory materials for both the volumes in general and for different sub-sections of volume II.  I am seeking a FLRG for two course releases, and some expenses toward publication, to complete work on this innovative documentary history.
Dr. Wing-kai To

Associate Professor

Department of History

Project Title:  Shuji Isawa (1851-1917):  Transnational History, Public Memory, and Archival Project in Bridgewater, Ina, and Tokyo
Abstract:  Shuji Isawa was sent by the Ministry of Education in Japan to study at Bridgewater Normal School from 1875 to 1877.  He was instrumental to introducing new curriculum for the teaching of music, physical education, and special education in Tokyo.  While previous Japanese studies have documented Isawa’s biography in some detail, his legacies at Bridgewater State College and in Japan have not been fully appreciated.  Through my recent visit to his birth house in Ina city and meeting with a fourth-generation descendant of Isawa in Tokyo, I have been trying to examine how Shuji Isawa is being commemorated through public history and family memory.  The research support in 2008 will enable me to catalog the Isawa archival materials at Bridgewater, create a new web page, produce a documentary video, and complete an article relating to the legacy of Isawa in both Japan and the US.

Dr. Steven Young

Associate Professor

Department of Music

Project Title:  Henry M. Dunham, a Boston Classic
Abstract:  The project proposes to research and record selected musical works of Brockton area composer Henry M. Dunham (1953-1929).  Dunham was a professor of organ at the New England Conservatory of Music in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.  His music has remained in some obscurity for many years and has not been recorded.  The proposed project would entail detailed historical research and musical analyses of the works to be recorded, and would produce not only a recording, but also extensive accompanying program notes.  Additionally, the research may be restructured into article form for submission to the Organ Historical Society, and organization dedicated to the preservation of American organ music.
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